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MILITARY CROSS
SERGEANT PAUL JOSEPH KELLY

2nd BATTALION THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S ROYAL REGIMENT

Sergeant Ke l l y  o f  The Princess o f  Wales's Royal
Regiment was attached to the 1st Battalion The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders. In  January 2004. he was
platoon sergeant o f  a composite platoon based alone in
the isolated Camp Condor in the south of the notoriously
lawless Maysan Province. On 1 Ith February 2004, Sgt.
Kelly was tasked to conduct a joint vehicle patrol with
some soldiers o f  the local Iraqi Civ i l  Defence Corps
company. A t  approximately 1825 hours the patrol
stopped o n  the main road i n  the area o f  previous
hijackings. Stones had been placed across the road. Kelly
walked to the front Defence Corps vehicle to investigate,
confirm orders and assess the situation.

As he reached the vehicle, he came under a heavy weight
of automatic f i re:  h e  took cover and, under heavy
incoming fire, issued clear and decisive orders to his men
to engage the enemy. Several hundred rounds were fired.
As the fire-fight was being won and with little regard for
his own safety, Kelly seized the initiative and led a rapid
and decisive charge towards t h e  enemy position.
Together with some o f  his men, he there apprehended
two armed bandits who were cowering i n  the night.
Subsequently, they were imprisoned.

On 5th March 2004, a patrol in the village of Qal At Salih requested assistance from Kelly's patrol in making a
number of arrests following a shooting incident. Soon after arriving, the situation exploded in a crescendo of
violence, with local tribesmen engaging Coalition Forces with machine gun, Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) and
small arms fire. Kelly was shot through the hand in this initial action and one of his Landrovers was destroyed by
an RPG, wounding an Argyll soldier. Despite being in severe pain. Kelly rallied his men in the confusion of this
initial engagement and set up a strong point in a building. There he and his men fought an exhaustive close quarter
battle for over two hours.

The enemy repeatedly attacked the position from three sides with intensive and unusually accurate machine gun
fire. RPG's, grenades and satchel charges o f  explosives. He then switched to using a captured AK47 semi-
automatic rifle. He hit several enemy combatants during this period. Firing with his good arm, he concurrently
organised his men into shifts of firing, ammunition re-supply and looking after the casualties. He proved to be an
inspiration to all those around him throughout this chaotic, adrenaline charged battle.

Once armoured reinforcements arrived three hours later. Kelly was extracted to safety and was then moved by
helicopter to the Field Hospital where he underwent emergency surgery. He was subsequently evacuated to the
United Kingdom. Kelly's first act of gallantry and exemplary leadership under heavy fire resulted in the arrest of
two members of a violent gang, probably responsible for numerous murders, rapes and vehicle hijackings in the
area. His second act of gallantry, whilst wounded in one of the biggest engagements of the campaign, was truly
inspirational to those around him.
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Welcome to the autumn issue o f  The Journal. As I
promised you in  the Spring issue the twice yearly
editions would be larger and I am glad to say that has
been achieved thanks those o f  you  w h o  have
contributed articles, photos and letters.

At this t ime o f  year our thoughts always turn to
Remembrance Sunday and the parades that wil l  take
place. There will be many 'blank files' this year left by
those who have passed away in the last few months.
The passing of any 'old soldier' is cause for sadness
but the recent loss o f  Majors Geoffrey Cox, Peter
Critchley, Jimmy Worts, Tony James, L t  Col. B i l l
Ambrose and, only last week, Brigadier Paul Crook
and Denis (Cobber) Cain w i th  the others whose
obituaries are included in this Journal has brought a
particular sadness to all Association members. How
they will be missed.

It is now Autumn and as far  as the Association is
concerned life has quietened down quite considerably.
All o f  our Association members, the local branches
and the various events committees can look back on
2004 with justifiable pride. Despite advancing years,
your enthusiasm, commitment and determination to
keep alive the history, traditions and memories of our
old regiments, never flags or wavers; you are a credit
to the cap badges you wear.

The year 2004 marked the 60th anniversary o f  the
great battles of 1944 which led to the downfall of the
Axis powers. Many of you took part in one or more of
those great battles and your contribution, and that of
others who served during World War 2, was marked
with a celebration lunch on Saturday August 7th - but
more of that later.

As we go to press the last of the main celebrations of
this y e a r  have concluded. T h e  t w o  reunions,
Canterbury and Maidstone, although not supported
quite as well as in the past, were none the less very
successful. We were blessed as always with superb
weather. The two cities were stirred by the sound of
military bands, followed by Branch Standards flying
and bemedalled veterans marching. A truly memorable
sight. This year the staff band of the Royal Engineers
led the Canterbury parade and The Kohima band led
the Maidstone parade, excellent they both were too.
The Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Mr. Allan Willett CGM
was the guest o f  honour at Canterbury and took the
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salute. For the first time for a great many years the
reunion w a s  he ld  a t  Leros Barracks, b y  k i n d
permission of the Commanding Officer of 3 PWRR i t
proved to be a great venue too. Here's to the next time.

At Maidstone, after the parade and service, the reunion
was once again held at the Kent Hall, a well tried
venue and a very enjoyable afternoon followed.

Next year sees the 60th anniversary of the final battles
of 1945. 2005 will be a historic year as it will see last
of the 'large events' celebrating the end of the last war.
Many o f  you w i l l  be  travelling fa r  and wide t o
remember, on the spot, your gallant exploits during
those unforgettable six years in our island's history.
Please do not forget to take your cameras and note
books etc!!

Whatever you are planning for next year do please try
and attend our two reunions. There is no better way of
remembering fallen wartime comrades and those o f
our colleagues who have passed away subsequently.
We owe it to them to keep the numbers up.

In the last issue i t  was suggested that The Journal
would undertake to arrange a trip to Copenhagen in
2005. Ho te l  accommodation i n  Copenhagen i s
notoriously expensive and I  am sorry to tell you that
with all of the events taking place in 2005 we will not
be able t o  attract sufficient numbers t o  ensure a
reasonable 'group discount' and thereby keep the costs
down to affordable levels. Maybe in 2006 when there
is less going on.

There are st i l l  Regimental Association Christmas
cards available. I f  you have not ordered any yet then
please fill out the enclosed 'Order Form' and send it to
me.

I f  your sub for The Journal is due may I please have it
soonest. Don't forget the annual subscription is £7 per
year (UK), £9 (Europe), f12  (USA,Canada & RSA)
and f  13 (Australia &  New Zealand) I f  you need to
contact me the details are given below.

54 South Eastern Road,
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9QE
Tel: 01843 850292
email: thejoumal@peter-white.go-plus.net

The Editor



A LETTER FROM THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

I am writing to thank you for your support over the
past year and in particular to congratulate those of you
who have been involved in the organisation o f  our
events o r  who have attended them. I t  has been,
without question, one of our most successful years in
recent times.

The Canterbury Committee is to be much commended
for the excellent Reunion held at Leros TA Centre.
We were o f  course blessed not just by having the
Dean of Canterbury himself to take the Service, but by
the presence of our enthusiastic Lord Lieutenant, the
wonderful weather, a huge turnout and an excellent
band. On the whole the organisation went extremely
well and i n  addition t o  the Committee I  would
particularly like to thank Dennis Bradley and the 3rd
Battalion for all the hard and detailed work they put in
to make the day so enjoyable. Thanks also to the
Ladies' Guilds of Canterbury and Ramsgate who did
such sterling work at Longport and at Leros.

As this was our first time back in Leros for  many
years there were one or two areas we need to tweak
for future years, notably the number of serving points
for lunch. That said the standard of the food was very
good and the bar service such an improvement on
Howe Barracks that there was little comparison. One
year it wi l l  surely rain and, unlike Howe Barracks,
Leros provides sufficient shelter. We saved a fortune
in money and in effort by the TA providing furniture,
rather than having to rent it, even from the Army in
which case also transporting it  from Hythe setting it
out and packing i t  up afterwards, remembering that
these days soldiers are like gold dust and that you and
I are getting no younger. I  am convinced that our
move was timely and any minor shortcomings easily
put right.

Dennis Bradley and your Committee of Management
then put on a wonderful occasion in the Canterbury
Cricket Tent  when the Lord Lieutenant o f  Kent
presented Certificates to selected Second World War
Veterans. following an outstandingly good lunch again
graced by The Dean and with Arthur Healy' s Invicta
Band in top form. I am sure that those who were there
will extol the occasion, resulting from an imaginative
and well thought out plan galvanised into action by
Dennis Bradley, Peter White and Peter Bishop; to
whom my grateful thanks. Now we need to organise a
programme f o r  the distribution o f  certificates a t

Branch functions by Deputy Lieutenants to those who
were not at the Cricket Tent Lunch.

On Sunday 5th September I  attended, for  the first
time, the Annual Service of  Remembrance organised
by London (Buffs) Branch. What a superb day, the
march i n t o  t h e  To w e r  b y  t h e  parade w a s
unforgettable, passing, as it did, so many places that
are such an important part of our nation's history. As
the parade passed the guardsmen in  their bearskin
caps and scarlet tunics they presented arms to the
parade who responded with an eyes right which would
have done justice to any parade. The service in the
Chapel was indeed memorable supported by a truly
wonderful choir. Well done London (Buffs) Branch.

Finally on September 12th the sun shone on us once
again at the Maidstone Reunion. Although each year
the format i s  much the same i t  remains equally
impressive and this year was no  exception. The
parade w a s  l e d  b y  t h e  Koh ima  Band  whose
contribution to so many of  our events makes such a
difference. The parade was well  supported and the
service in A l l  Saints was extremely moving. A t  the
reunion in Kent Hall afterwards the family spirit o f
the old Queen's Own was much in evidence. O n c e
again the organising Committee did us very well.

Next year i s  a  t ru ly  memorable year, the 60th
anniversary of the end of the war against German and
Japan. I  hope that all of  you, wherever you are, wil l
make a super human effort to attend our reunions in
2005, especially those of  you who served in the last
war. For those o f  you, l ike me who did not serve
during those terrible times, i t  wi l l  be our chance to
pay t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  ga l lan t ry,  fo r t i t ude  a n d
determination shown by our older comrades. I  look
forward to seeing you. In addition next year in Kent
there are planned to be three "end of the war" parades
in July; on 5th in Rochester, 7th in Maidstone and 9th
in Canterbury. I have told the Lord Lieutenant that we
will certainly participate but as yet have no details.

To all  o f  you, here in  the United Kingdom and to
those abroad, a very happy Christmas and a peaceful
and prosperous New Year.

Yours sincerely
Crispin Champion.
Association President.
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SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH

SECRETARY: M r  A  Chesson, 16 Cedar Close,
Sittingbourne, M E I °  4TV

MEETING PLACE: T h e  Yp r e s  Tavern ,  West
Street, Sittingbourne

MEETING: 4th Tuesday i n  the month a t  19.30
hours.

A very busy period since the last report. A memorial
garden is being constructed at Tonge Mil l .  a beauty
spot just outside o f  Sittingbourne. Some Ex-service
Associations had planted commemorative trees and
we decided to plant one of our own in honour of the
comrades of' the two Kent regiments, The Buffs and
the Royal West Kents, who have given their lives for
their country. A Kentish oak was presented to us by a
local l a d y  a n d  planted b y  permission o f  the
landowner, Mr Chris Wickes.

The dedication took place on Saturday, 29 May. the
service being conducted by our Padre, The Reverend
Bernard Foulger. Colonel Champion recited the
exhortation after which a  bugler sounded the "last
post" and "reveille". A  wreath was la id b y  B i l l
Pledger and the whole ceremony overseen admirably
by our President, Colonel Peter Bishop, Major Dennis
Bradley was among those who honoured us by their
presence.
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Sittingbourne Branch on Parade at the dedication of the Memorial Gardens at
Tong Mil l ,  Saturday 29th May 2004
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Bill Pledger laying a wreath, on behalf of
Sittingbourne Branch, on the memorial

A lo t  o f  hard work went into the provision o f  the
plinth, the plaque and engraving and all those who
were concerned in any way deserve a vote of  thanks.
It is proposed that a garden seat will be put in place as
soon as  possible. I  recommend a l l  Association
members to try and visit this Garden of Remembrance

at some t ime.  I t  i s
situated i n  a  v e r y
lovely part of the Kent
countryside.

Our annual pilgrimage
this year t o  Belgium
and the Menin Gate in
early July was, I think,
seen by al l  as a  most
enjoyable d a y ,
especially b y  t h e
newcomers w h o  had
joined us for  the first
time. The weather was
fine, cloudy but w i th
some sun but not too
hot. The sea being calm
it made a good start to
the d a y .  O n



disembarking we made our way inland heading in the
direction of Ypres. We did not stop until reaching Hill
60 where a short service was held by Bernard, taking
in the people who happened to be there at the same
time. Afterwards most of the group took advantage of
the facilities on offer, enjoying the opportunity o f
light refreshment before moving on.

It was mid-afternoon when we arrived in Ypres where
the party had the opportunity to do their own thing
before meeting up at around 5.00 p.m. at the Sword
Restaurant, where an excellent meal had been laid on.
There was t ime f o r  a  dr ink (o r  two) before the
ceremony, which took place as usual at 8.00 p.m. We
formed up under the gate in two ranks, blocking the
road for a while as Bernard conducted the service in
his normal relaxed manner and style. There was as
usual a large and appreciative crowd. Keith Hoult, our
Standard Bearer, looked very smart standing by the
steps o f  the memorial, as did Paul Fleming when
laying the wreath.

It is at times like this when one can feel proud to be
part of such a day paying respect to the fallen.

The re-union at Canterbury was a success as usual.
Good weather again, and a  very good turnout. I
watched the march f rom the sidelines and was
impressed by the marching and good bearing of those
taking part. The Parade Marshal had a great deal to do
with this; he certainly kept them in order. Brought
back a few memories. The service in the cathedral was
excellent. A n  honour to have the Dean, the Lord
Lieutenant of Kent and the Lord Mayor in attendance.
The arrangements at Leros Barracks presented a few
problems but on the whole it was a good venue and
there is no doubt all will be put right by next year. The
Royal Engineers band was very good and during the
"beating the retreat" gave an exhibition of  footwork
rivalling that o f  Fred Astaire. I  enjoyed i t  a l l ,
especially as I won a prize in the draw, a cuddly bear
nearly as big as myself. Alright, no funny or rude
comments, please.

The Deputy Lord Lieutenant o f  Kent was not i n
uniform a s  h e  w a s  leading t h e  Sittingbourne
contingent on the march. I  refer to our President,
Colonel Peter Bishop. He has promised us that he will
dress up and give us a treat on a future occasion. We
can't wait!

I did not attend the Maidstone Re-union; the first time
I've missed for a long time. I was not feeling too well.

The reports I  have had say the occasion went very
well. A  fine day, the Kohima Band gave an excellent
performance as usual. We did not regain the Standard
Bearers Competition trophy, which was disappointing
as Keith does well. Congratulations to the winner - he
must have been good! Mention must be made of Al l
Saints Church. The service went well and as it was the
occasion o f  the annual f lower festival the church
looked very nice indeed.

These re-unions went very well indeed; a lot of hard
work is  involved, and a note o f  thanks must go to
Headquarters and the branches a t  Canterbury and
Maidstone.

Our attendance numbers keep pretty steady but some
of the older members have difficulty in attending. We
hope they keep as well as possible and that we do see
them some time in the future.

We welcome two new members, Bil l Spice, ex RAF,
and George Dunk, who was in  the Buffs. George
visited us in July with a view to joining and by an
amazing coincidence Harry Dunk, who we see only
now and again as he lives in Cornwall, attended the
same meeting. They recognised each other as they are
cousins but had not met for  many years. A  lo t  o f
reminiscing went on you may be sure.

We have a new meeting place. The Ivy Leaf Club has
closed down after many years. Luckily the landlady of
the Ypres Tavern has kindly offered us the use of her
restaurant for our meetings for which we are grateful.

Greetings to all. E.A.W.

COLCHESTER BRANCH

SECRETARY: G .  Arnot, 3 0  Cairns Road,
Colchester, Essex CO2 RIZ.

MEETING PLACE: The White Hart  Public
House, West Bergh°It.

MEETING: 3rd Sunday in the month at 10.00 hrs

On our sick list we have to wish our President Maj
Rex Shearbum and Mr John Knowles, all the best for
the operations they are due to have in the near future.
Mr Br ian Breach i s  now  recuperating after h is
operation and should soon be back at work. We have
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also been told that an old friend, Mr  Fred Potts, has
had a serious stroke and is making a slow recovery.

At our Annual General meeting earlier this year all of
our committee were returned to office so the branch
must be happy with the work we are doing.

This year's Albuhera dinner was well attended and as
usual the food was superb also the service we received
was of a high standard. Our annual Bar-B-Q was yet
again well  attended including, some o f  our friends
from the Ramsgate Branch and al l  this despite a
change of location and a forecast o f  rain throughout
the day but luckily the main shower held off  until the
evening just as our cooks for the day started cooking
the main meal but this did not spoil "the happiness"
(as Scouse would say) that was enjoyed by everyone
during the day.

Once again the two Regimental Reunions have passed
us by and our congratulations must go to the two
Committees f o r  a l l  the  hard work  they pu t  i n
throughout the year to get these off the ground. Owing
to a change of  venue for the afternoon festivities at
Canterbury there needs to be some small details sorted
out but I  am sure that there were enough comments
passed during the afternoon that next year wi l l  be
even better.

As this is the last issue for this year we would like to
take this opportunity to wish you al l  a very happy
Christmas and good fortune for the new year.

LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH

GA

SECRETARY: A. J Pinder, 162 Seymour Avenue,
Lower Morden, Surrey SM4 4()Y.
Tel: 0208 330 2292. email: Pinder23.fsnet.uk

MEETING PLACE:  Ives Lounge, T h e  Royal
Hospital Chelsea.

MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 19.00
hrs.

Hello again folks, once again I  start this letter with
some sad news, Major Cox passed away soon after I
had written my last letter to you. We were not at his
funeral, that was for his close relations, but we were
invited to his memorial service at Woodstock. There
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were quite a few old Buffs present and an old friend
of Major Cox read out his life story all about his time
in the army just before the war and later when he went
into the Buffs his service with the 5th Battalion and
later with the 1st Bn. What a gentleman Geoffrey was
and how he wil l  be missed, I  don't suppose we wil l
see his like again.

This summer our branch visited Chartwell, Kent the
home of Winston Churchill. I t  was a lovely day and
we all enjoyed it very much. about 30 of us went and
a f i rs t  class picnic lunch was supplied b y  M r s
Rosemary Cox for which we were very grateful. We
clumped all over the house and then retired to the
canteen where we were well looked after by the staff.
After we had finished our lunch the young lady who
had arranged for our visit to be free of charge came up
to us and asked for permission to photograph us, she
wanted it for her records we duly agreed and got our
leader for the day Ray Cox to do the necessary, a great
day out which everyone enjoyed.

London Buffs at Chartwell

Then in September came the service in the Chapel
Royal, what a clay that was, the parade up to the
Chapel was superbly performed by the London Branch
ably supported b y  contingents f r o m  Ramsgate,
Canterbury, and Sittingbourne Branches. Two branch
Standards were on parade from London and Ramsgate
which were laid on the altar as the service started.The
choir who sang several times during the service were
so good that you felt like applauding.

After the service we paraded out on the square and
were inspected by  our Colonel Crispin Champion.
then we all went our different ways some to see the
sights o f  London. The rest o f  us made tracks to the



Carvery in the Tower Hotel for our annual lunch to
which 55 o f  us sat down including our six guest's
Colonel Champion, Rev Paul Abrams and the T.A.
Chaplain to the London Regiment together with their
good ladies, all in all a cracking day.

The following week we were down at  Maidstone
which again was an excellent day. It started with the
parade to Al l  Saints Church led by the Kohima Band
who needless to say were excellent as usual. After the
service we all went back to the Kent Hall to listen to
the band and to have our lunch, then we watched the
Standard bearers competition which for  the second
time was won by our very own Standard bearer Joe
Correa- well done Joe. As we were leaving they called
the raffle prize numbers and I found that I had won a
bottle of whisky and Peter Matthews had won a case
of Spitfire beer which he gave to me for the branch
which we shall be consuming at our next meeting in
November, the last meeting this year.

Founder's Day, Royal Hospital Chelsea 2004.
Look what Joe "found"

(Editor's note: Joe's wife,  Betty, was very good, she
did not say a word to Joe about the above. In fact 5
months later and she st i l l  hasn't said a  word to
him!!!!)

On 4th October this year my wife Betty and my son
Robert decided it was time that we had a break so we
booked up and cleared off  to the Isle of Wight for a
week the weather was great and we had a marvellous
time, we  visited Carisbrook Castle and Osbourne
House the home off Queen Victoria.

Well that will be all for now, it just leaves me to wish
you all a very good Christmas and all the very best in
the new year.

BP

DENMARK BRANCH

SECRETARY: Andrew Breining, Kildehojen 15,
DK 4690 Haslev, Denmark.

MEETINGS: Contact the Secretary for details.

The summer meeting of our branch was held at Erik's
house. The weather was really good and we had a super
day and enjoyed each others comradeship to the full.

▪  O u r  President Kay Weeke is
retiring from his job working
for "Finansforbundet" (an
independent u n i o n  f o r
employees i n  the financial
and insurance sector wi th

• 50.000 members). Kay has
been the chief administrator
of the Copenhagen off ice

properties, a job he has had for 25 years, and as he is
now 78  years o f  age, and wel l  over  the normal
retirement age, he is saying goodbye to his job on
November l i th.  2004, a fitting date for an old soldier,
who decided to "soldier on".

Kay Weeke

His job as President of The Buffs Denmark Branch is
a life long job, which he will carry on with as long as
possible, Kay was also our Standard bearer for many
years. He is looking forward to having more time for
his wife. Inger, his Lodge and the Boy Scouts, his old
classic Volvo car and travelling. Last year he sold his
house and bought a  f lat nearer to the Centrum o f
Copenhagen. We all wish him the long and happy
retirement, he deserves.

From all o f  us in Denmark a happy christmas and a
very prosperous new year to all our friends in England.

BROMLEY BRANCH

Andrew

SECRETARY: B  L  Bartlett, 185 Park Crescent,
Erith, Kent DA8 3E13.

MEETING P L A C E :  Bromley  Un i ted  Services
Club. 33 London Road, Bromley.

MEETING: Last Saturday in the month at 20.00
hrs.

Sorry I missed with the notes last issue but was on the
sick list. Attendance at our branch meetings have been
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a little on the sparse side what with members being ill
and other commitments etc. However we have al l
done our best to attend as many o f  the Association
functions as possible. Funerals are sadly becoming
too frequent and we have recently said goodbye to
Dick Barden (Malaya), Ivan Daunt(4th Bri. Kohima)
and John Newmark of the Newmark twins, famous in
the Queen's Own firstly with the 1st Bn in India and
then the 2nd Bn in Palestine. A  neighbour of  mine,
John Grant-Hose M M  attended the funeral. John
served with them in Palestine and was one of the few
that could separate them. The 5th August this year
was the 50th anniversary of the day in which I enlisted
into the Queen's Own and I had the honour of Turning
the Page. I  was accompanied by Petty Officer T  P
Healy D C M  RN, w h o  rang The  Be l l ,  and t w o
associate members o f  the branch, Ken Giles and
"Badger" Kent. I was supported also by Colonel John
White so demonstrating the comradeship between our
former regiments. The page turning ceremony is a
continuous act of  commitment and dedication to the
ideals o f  Service not Self. Afterwards the four of us
enjoyed lunch a t  the Hay  Wayne, Bramling as
recommended by Major Bradley. Excellent food and
service, I would in turn recommend it to anyone.

All that remains is for me to wish you all, on behalf of
our branch, every happiness this Christmas and all the
best for the new year.

RAMSGATE BRANCH

BB

SECRETARY: D .  Jones. 9 1  Norfolk Road.
Margate. Kent.CT9 2HX

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion
Club, Allenby House, 14/16 Cliff St. Ramsgate

MEETING: 3rd Friday in the month at 19.45 hrs.

Hello, greetings from us all here in Ramsgate. I  am
sorry but I must start this input with the sad news that
since my last entry our Treasurer, Harry King, has lost
his dear wife, Pam. She had suffered for quite long
enough but it is sad to lose such a lovely person.

On a brighter note I am able to report that Lawrence
Barth has taken unto himself a wife. Congratulations
from us all to the happy pair. We look forward to
meeting the new Mrs Barth at our Annual Dinner and
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Dance t o  be held on  the 20th November at  the
Comfort Inn (aka San Clu), Ramsgate. From what I
hear i f  you attend you wil l  be in exalted company, -
well I  w i l l  be there!!. We have recently had some
important visitors to our Branch meetings, amongst
whom were the Vice Chairman West Kent, Mr  Paul
Flemming, the Chairman, Jim Read and the Secretary,
Tony Chessun o f  the Sittingbourne Branch. They
were very welcome, as would be any of you out there
that would like to make a visit.

At our monthly meetings our respects have been paid
to the memory of the following: from our own Branch
- Mrs Pam King: Mr  A l f  Howard, also Major G. Cox
of the London Branch; Major Peter Critchley of  5th
Buffs and Major  Jimmy Worts Chairman o f  the
Folkestone and Hythe Branch. May they all rest in
God's peace.

Our monthly attendances have been fluctuating
between a  very  satisfactory 3 0  and an  equally
disappointing 24...you real ly must t r y  harder!!!.
There was also a very sad lack of support by Branch
members for  our Albuhera Day Buffet/Dance, this
despite a valiant effort by that indefatigable quartet
Grevatt; Phillips; Wharram and Hazzard.

Our Chairman announced that Col. Peter Bishop.
OBE., had been appointed Deputy Lieutenant of the
County o f  Kent and the Branch has sent him their
congratulations and good wishes.

On Sunday July 4th 2004 our new Branch Standard
was dedicated at  St. George's Church, Ramsgate.
There is a report on this event later on in the Journal.
The day was well supported by Branch members their
families and our honoured guests. It was great to see
Horace Cook carrying the Old Standard on parade for
the last time. Horace carried the same standard when
it was i tself  new some 58 years ago. Wel l  done
Horace. The Branch Members enjoyed the following
"Days Out" all o f  which were fairly well attended,
The Rehearsal o f  the Trooping the Colour at Horse
Guards Parade; Canterbury Service at the Cathedral
and Re-union after a t  Leros Barracks; Maidstone
Church Service and Re-union; London (Buffs) Branch
Service of Remembrance at the Tower of London and
subsequent visit to Greenwich. This trip to London is
becoming a n  annual event and th is  year  w i t h
Canterbury Branch a full coach made the trip. A very
tiring but equally enjoyable day.

I am given to understand that these events are the
subject of a more erudite contribution and reportage on



other pages o f  this Journal, so I  wi l l  not comment
further. Deric King our Welfare Officer, despite his
own ill health, seems to spend a lot of his time visiting
our 1°112 term sick viz Chas Hi l l ,  Sid Pullman, Sid
Watler and Bill Matthews. There was a very moving
ceremony of  Dedication enacted at La Plain au Bois.
Esquelbecq, We were proud t o  have members i n
attendance together with our  Standard. The prime
mover of this event was our Member Jacque Squires.
What an enjoyable day was the 7th of August , when a
number o f  us attended the World War 2  Veterans
Lunch, sponsored and provided by the Association and
graced by the attendance of Mr. Allan Willett CMG the
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Kent and of course
our own Col. C. Champion. It was great seeing some
faces very rarely seen. and of course, the Regimental
Silver. I t  was also an honour to be presented with a
Certificate of Service.

John Phillips with the New Standard and
Horace Cook with the Old.

For, I am ashamed to admit, the first time, I  recently
witnessed the "Ceremony o f  Turning the Page" in
Canterbury Cathedral. On this occasion the Turning
was carried out by Brian Hazzard, He carried out his
duty in an immaculate manner smart and soldier like.
One would never have known that he was in agony the

AT THE END OF THE DAY

Terry and ,Jeanette McClean enjoying a well
deserved ZZZZZ on the coach returning from

The Tower to Ramsgate.

whole time, having the previous day dropped a heavy
paving slab on his virtually unprotected left big toe, it
was a  very very b ig  toe. Wel l  done Brian, and
congratulations on becoming at long last - a pensioner.
You may retire any time you like. I seem to have gone
on for a long while so - Shut up Peal!. Al l  the best from
us all in the Ramsgate Branch and do have a Holy,
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 2005. Be like me
and "Try to Be Good". Jim P a l .

RAMSGATE BRANCH

(Ladies Guild)

SECRETARY: Mrs.  Mol ly Webster, 11 Turnden
Gardens, Clifton i l le, CT9 3HB Te l  01843 295005

MEETING PLACE:  T h e  Royal Br i t ish  Legion
Club, Allenby House, 14/16 Cl i ff  St. Ramsgate

MEETING: 4th Friday in the month(except Oct &
Dec) at 19.45 hrs.

The Ramsgate Ladies G u i l d  has  2 6  members
registered and the average attendance i s  2 0  per
meeting. Peggy Cook is our Chairperson and we have
a very active committee. Although the Guild ful ly
supports our male colleagues we are, nonetheless a
quite separate ' c l u b ' .  W e  have  a  f u l l  soc ia l
programme, including 'Bring &  Buy'  Sales, Guest
Speakers, 'Book Swap' evenings, 'Bingo Nights',
Cake competitions and once a year we hold an annual
darts match against the men's branch. A l l  o f  these
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events help to boost our funds. We also join tile men's
branch for the main functions of the year ie Albuhera
Day party, the Annual Dinner and Dance and the
Christmas Party. In July we arrange an evening coach
outing for a drive through the countryside and then
onto a pub for a pre-booked meal. Occasionally we
arrange a trip much further afield with an overnight
stay at a hotel, the picture below was taken on our
outing to Althorpe House in July 2001.

With all of  our branch meetings, events and outings
we hold raffles which always helps to reduce the cost
and to swell the Guild funds. We always try, as a
Guild, to attend the Service of Remembrance held at
the Winter Gardens Margate with those with transport
helping those without. Membership o f  our Guild is
open to any lady who has a relative which has served
in either The Buffs, The QORWK's, The Queen's
Own Buffs or the Queen's Regt and to any other lady
who has service connections but does not have a local
branch to attend.

CANTERBURY BRANCH

MW

SECRETARY: H  G B Delo, 38 Reculver Avenue,
Minnis Bay, Kent, CT7 9NN

MEETING PLACE: The Chaucer Club, Chaucer
Hill, off  Military Road, Canterbury.

MEETING: Last Thursday of month at 20.00hrs.

To start this report, would all readers please note the
change of address of the Branch Secretary.
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Due to the scribe moving house this report wi l l  be
brief and to the point. The month of May the branch
held its annual dinner at the Canterbury Golf  Club.
The dinner was o f  its usual good standard with no
complaints and the wine, por t  and other l iquid
refreshment flowed well all evening. "Sore heads in
the morning", your guess is as good as mine. Our
guests at dinner were Major and Mrs O'Gorman. Joe
was presented with a new Golf Bag which I am given
to understand is getting full use since his retirement
from RHQ.

Some members o f  the Branch travelled to London
with the Ramsgate Branch to watch the rehearsal of
Trooping the Colour. We thank the Ramsgate Branch
for accommodating us on their coach. Many other
members and their wives including our  Treasurer
travelled to Italy for a holiday and a great time was
had by all at their own expense.

The London Branch along w i t h  the i r  Standard
travelled to Canterbury to take part at the Turning of
the Page at the Warriors Chapel. Mr Ray Cox Turned
the Page and a poppy wreath was laid, members and
their wives went along and gave them support for
which they were most grateful.

June, July, August and September have been the
busiest months so far this year.

In June we made our annual pilgrimage to Ypres and
took part at the Menin Gate ceremony as well  as
visiting the War Graves and the new ‘var museum. We
took along our Branch and the Denmark standard. We
thank Mr John Bishop for all his organisation with his
friends in Belgium to give us a very interesting day.
July we had the visit of Colonel Soren Jacobsen from
Denmark who Turned the Page and many o f  our
members and their wives supported him as a couple of
years ago the Branch made a visit to Denmark and had
an audience with Queen Margretha. The Branch and
Denmark standards were in attendance and Mr  A l l
Baker of  the RN Association struck the Canterbury
ships bell to commence the ceremony.

The Canterbury Reunion in August was very good
and we thank everyone involved in its organisation.
The move to Leros Barracks was a very good move
which we hope will continue in future years. Just one
or two little problems which you would expect for the
first time at a new venue but I 'm sure these wil l  be
sorted out for 2005.



Mr Norman Elgar and Mr Ken Vine along with their
wives attended at the Canterbury Cricket tent for the
Veterans luncheon with the Lord Lieutenant. of Kent
and were presented with certificates of service.

Several members travelled to  London with the
Ramsgate Branch to attend the Tower service. Well
done London Branch on a well organised service and
I must say the choir was of its usual excellence.

The Maidstone reunion was again well organised and
the Kohima Band of 3 PWRR led the parade through
Maidstone to the church at a good steady pace which
all who marched appreciated and then gave us a
concert in the afternoon in the Kent hall. They always
do us proud. Only one whinge, the buffet luncheon
was not up to it's usual standard but I am told this will
be rectified for 2005.

A darts competition was organised on a home and
away basis with the Ramsgate Branch, our team were
the overall winners. A silver cup was donated for this
competition and will continue to be played for each
year. The cup is named the Hickmott trophy and we
thank Dick for his generous donation we also thank
Mr Sammy Supple who kindly made a carrying case
to perfection for this cup. This competition could not
pass by without a mention of the Ladies from both
Branches who so kindly supplied excellent buffets at
both meetings. Thank you ladies for all your work
keeping the men well fed and watered.

The Branch has a very busy menu coming up for the
Armistice weekend commencing on Thursday I  I th
November 2004. at 18.00 for the dedication of the
Royal British Legion Cenotaph in the Longmarket,
Canterbury High Street.

MO's Orders. Mr Norman Elgar who many of you
know was recently rushed into hospital where he
underwent a  major and serious operation. I  am
pleased to report that he is now home recovering and
we hope that he will be back with us soon with his
usual flare.

In closing, we here at Canterbury wish all readers a
Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous
New Year.

HD

MEDWAY BRANCH

SECRETARY: M a r i l y n  Devonshire, 1 3 6
Brompton Lane, Strood, Kent ME2 3BA

MEETING P L A C E :  T h e  R.A.F.A.  C l u b ,
Riverside, Chatham, Kent

MEETING: 1st Wednesday in the month at 20.00
hrs.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

SECRETARY: M r s .  D  Hall-Richardson, 3 1
Bychurch Place, Waterloo Street, Maidstone, Kent
ME15 7UQ

MEETING PLACE: The Eagle, Upper Stone
Street, Maidstone.

MEETING: T h i r d  Tuesday in the month at
19.30 hrs.

HYTHE & FOLKESTONE BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr. S C Macintyre, Quarry Lane
Cottage, Hythe, Kent CT21 5HE. Tel: 01303
266778

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion
Hall, St. Leonards Road, Hythe

MEETING: Second Thursday in the month at
7.30pm.

SANDWICH BRANCH

SECRETARY: M r .  D  G  Hogben, 75  Burch
Avenue, Sandwich, Kent CT13 OAN. Tel: 01304
612920

MEETING PLACE: The R.A.F.A Windsock Club,
The Market, Sandwich

MEETING: 2nd Wednesday in the month (except
August, at 19.30 hrs.
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THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S ROYAL REGIMENT
by Major A. J. Martin (Deputy Regimental Secretary)

The two main subjects that
reign supreme in the period
covered by these notes are
the 1st Battalion in Iraq and
the proposed Future Army
Structure (FAS)  i .e .  t he
restructuring o f  t h e
Infantry.

The 1st Battalion arrived in
Iraq i n  A p r i l  2004  and
return by 23 October 2004.

Many w i l l  have seen the press reports. They have
been subjected to continual attack from the moment
they landed until now. The takeover was more a relief
in contact. To  date the Battalion has lost I  K IA ,  1
killed due to an operational accident and 48 wounded.
In one period the Battalion was attacked every day for
six weeks, The last time a regiment sustained such a
high level o f  attack was during the Korean War.
Individual acts of heroism have been displayed by all
ranks. One private soldier (Pte Beharry) wi th  his
vehicle ablaze under effective fire, with a bullet in his
helmet, his platoon commander wounded, managed to
pull him to safety and then lead his platoon through
the well-organized ambush. I n  doing so an RPG
(Rocket) hit the periscope and blasted open the hatch,
badly wounding him. He continued to lead the platoon
to safety. In another incident five soldiers put to route
more than 100 rebels in  a  well rehearsed bayonet
charge clearing the enemy trenches. There are too
many stories to tell. We hope that all w i l l  deserve
some form o f  recognition. The soldiers went out
young boys and wil l  return mature men, having seen
so much action.

On return the 1st Battalion wil l  go back to Tidworth
and in March 2005 move to Padenbourn (Germany).

The 2nd Battalion based at Temhill (Shropshire) had
a very successful training period in Canada. Then they
went onto 4 months at Spearhead. To date they have
not been deployed. O f  note i s  the award o f  the
Military Cross to Sgt P Kelly of the 2nd Battalion who
was platoon Sgt of the composite platoon attached to
1 A & SH (his citation is attached).
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They have just been warned for a 6 months tour o f
Iraq from January 2005. The plan is for the Battalion
to move t o  Northern Ireland (Ba l l y  Ke l l y )  i n
December 2005.

The 3rd Battalion has just had a  very successful
Annual Camp t o  Kazakhstan. Th is  was the f i rs t
element of the British Army to train along side what
used to be our enemies. The training area was vast and
their army learnt how operations should be done
professionally!

In addition individual reinforcements are with the 1st
Battalion in Iraq. The two independent companies, B
Company The London Regiment and C Company The
Royal Rifle Volunteer continue to supply individual
reinforcements to the Regular Army - as an example
17 members of B Company are in Iraq and 7 members
in Afghanistan - similarnumbers f rom C  Company
are also reinforcing units.

The other topic of conversation is the Restructuring of
the Army. I must not be detracted in making common
sense observations so will only quote fact!

Four Infantry Regiments must go by 2008. We in the
Queen's Division do not have to provide any. The
option f o r  everyone i s  t o  go  little/large -  i .e. 2
Battalions (as we are) o r  go large/large -  4  &  5
Battalions.

As this goes to press I have no idea how the Division
are playing i t?  W e  as PWRR are safe and the
restructuring will not affect us except for an enlarged
TA Battalion. The next report w i l l  provide all the
information.

The Regiment i s  strong and extremely proud o f
everyone who has or are serving in hostile situations.



THE CANTERBURY REUNION
(BUFFS SUNDAY)

1ST AUGUST 2004
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Staff Band Royal Engineers

Canterbury Branch

Ramsgate Branch

13

London Branch

The parade entering the Cathedral grounds.
(A lady looking at the bowler hats was heard to ask "Do you

think it is sponsored by Bradford and Bingley".)

---411manow
Colchester Branch
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Sandwich Branch
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Maidstone Branch

THE MARCH PAST
The Lord Lieutenant of Kent taking the salute

Maidstone members taking the cure for
dehydration
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3 Ex Regt. Association Secretaries
Major  Hugh Tennant, Lt .  Col. John White, Major  Bil l  Marshall

The Standard Bearers at The Warrior's Chapel

The Playboys! 141 Regt. RAC (The Buffs)
Charlie Hewitt, John Brough, George Clare

and Geoff Kirk
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Brian Bartlett on
rearguard duty.

Autumn 2004

Wally Stokes, the senior veteran
on parade a t  93 ,  seen here
relaxing in the shade. Wally is a
member of Folkestone &  Hythe
Branch.

'Nona.S116.e...=r111

Robert Pinder ( inr )  with Bill Pinder (the elder!!)
I I
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Eric Deuters who had
travelled from

Cambridgeshire

•••-- Azift,;•triu-7,11r7, • • •  •  :

Majors John Barren and
Bill Marsha l l .  B i l l  h a d
travelled f rom Spain f o r
the reunion.

Bob G a w l e r,  w h o  w a s  presented w i t h  a
Meritorious Service Certificate and an Honorary
Association Membership Certificate, seen here
with the Lord  Lieutenant and the Association
President.

Drum Major and the Staff Band Royal Engineers Beating Retreat at Leros Barracks



THE MAIDSTONE REUNION
SUNDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2004

The parade formed up at the Cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens

The standard bearers o f  Bromley, Colchester,
with Les Crouch centre who recited the Kohima
prayer, L o n d o n  B u f f s ,  S i t t i ngbourne  a n d
Ramsgate.
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Parade Marshal l  C S M  D a v e  Spencer pictured
here with Provost Corporal Terry Holmes both of

Bn PWRIL
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Mrs. L iz  Goodwin, widow o f  the
late Lt. Col P J Goodwin, laying a
wreath at the Cenotaph.

Henry Delo, Secretary of Canterbury Branch
and Paul Fleming, Vice Chairman West Kent
turning the  pages i n  two  o f  the Books o f
Remembrance. The page in the third book was
turned by  J im Nankervis who is not  shown
above.

The Standard Bearers, with Joe Correa London Buffs
Branch, front rile on the right who later won

the Standard Bearers competition

- —
The Kohima Band leading the parade on the approach to the
Saluting Base

I 8

The Revd. "Tug"  Wilson with Ham Whitty and
Desmond Butler



Colonel C  G  Champion presenting
CSM Dave Spencer, 1st Bn. PWRR,
with a set of  port glasses in gratitude
for having acted as Parade Marshal
for the Maidstone reunion for the last
two years.

• •

Jackie Allen, Secretary of the 62 Club,
receiving a  bouquet  f r o m  Colonel
Champion in  grateful thanks fo r  her
considerable effor ts as  p a r t  o f  the
organising c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e
Maidstone Reunion.

Frank McMurchie aged 92 years with his friends Dave and Annie
Biggs. Over the past few years Frank has been the victim of many
unscrupulous peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o m e  h e l p s ,  w h o  h a v e
consistently ' looted' Frank's possessions including his medals.
Dave and Annie who live close by, heard of  Frank's misfortune
and have taken him under their wing. Thank you both very much
indeed.

19

Bob Perry, Les Sedge, Mike Gregson, Norman Mart in ,  Albert
Wheeler with John Joyce at the front. Al l  members of 11 Platoon,
1st Bn Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt. who served together
in Malaya.
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VETERANS LUNCH
7th August 2004

On 7th August 2004 the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Mr  Allan Willett CMG. was the guest of honour at a special
lunch held at the Regimental Tent. Kent County Cricket Ground, Canterbury. The lunch was organised to honour
members o f  the Regimental Association who served in the last war and to present them with a certificate o f
appreciation. Due to space limitations invitations were limited to two members per branch and their wives.

Apart from the veterans other guests included, The Dean o f  Canterbury Cathedral. Mrs Shepherd DL,  The
Regimental Secretary, Colonel Mike Ball and Mrs Ball, Major and Mrs O'Gorman. During lunch the Invicta Band
played tunes that brought back many memories of times past.

After the lunch The Lord Lieutenant presented Certificates of Service to the following veterans:

Mr. Ron Barton, Mr. Fred Blackley, Mr. Horace Cook, Mr. Les Crouch, Colonel D. Easten MC, Mr. Norman
Elgar, Mr. Peter Goodwin, Mr. Ted Hammond, Mr Charlie Hewitt, Mr. Arthur Hopkins,Mr. Arthur Hopkins, Mr
Geoff Kirk,In Pensioner CSM Peter Matthews BEM, Mr. Jim Peall. Mr  Bill Pinder, Mr. Bil l  Pledger, Lt. Col. E
Ransley MBE MC, Mr  Jim Read, Mr.  Stan (Scotty) Scott, Major R Shearburn, Mr. Ernie Simmonds, Mr. Bi l l
Smith, Mr Wally Stokes, Mr. Ken Vine, Colonel H Waring OBE and Mr. Syd Wailer.

Jim Read, veteran of North
Africa, El Alamein, Iraq,

Italy &  Burma

Autumn 2004

The Veterans Lunch

Ted Hammond who was at
Dunkirk took part in the
North African Campaign

and fought at Monte Cssino
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Ron Barton, who served at
Monte Cassino and in the

Italian Campaign.

'Scotty' Scott, who as a
volunteer Commando from
4th l in. West Kents was one
of the first ashore on Sword

Beach on 'D '  Day

Bill Smith, North Africa,Sicily,
Monte Cassino



•••••••

Pictured left to right Ar thur  Hopkins, Bill Pledger. Jim Peal! and Horace Cook. Al l  knight in the 1940 campaign in
France leading up to Dunkirk and were captured

Bill Pinder who took part in the
landings at Anzio and the

campaign in Italy

Ernie Simmonds who fought in
the Arakan

Ken Vine on the left and Norman Elgar on the right, both took part in the
campaigns in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and the battle of Monte Cassino

Lt. Col Eric Ransley, Malta,
Egypt and Leros where he won

the MC

Major Rex Shearburn who fought
at Kohima with the Ghurkas

Left to Right, Charlie Hewitt, Geoff Kirk and Fred Blackley all of whom served in 141 Regt. RAC (The Buffs)
equipped with Crocodile Flamethrower Tanks they landed on D Day and fought throughout the remainder of the

war through France, Belgium, Holland and Germany in close support of the leading troops
Autumn 2004



Syd Waller served in North
Africa and Italy

Colonel 'Bl ick' Waring who served
in France, North Africa, Italy

and Greece

The special lunch was concluded with a presentation of  a set of golf clubs to Major Joe O'Gorman to mark his
retirement and in grateful appreciation of all that Joe has done for our Association over the years. For those who
could not attend, or. due to lack of space, could not be invited. Certificates of Service will be presented at branch
meetings, where appropiate, by Deputy Lieutenant, Colonel Peter Bishop OBE. Any association member who
served in either The Buffs or The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
during the period 1939-45 are asked to  contact their Association Branch
Secretary or the Editor, certificates wi l l  then be prepared and arrangements
made for presentation etc.

:.111
Picture above is of Bill Smith and his wife Doris. Doris was married
to Les Cannon. Bi l l  &  Les w e r e  best friends and Les was ki l led
alongside Bill at Monte Cassino. On Bill's first home leave he visited
Doris to hand over some of Les's effects. They were married on 26th
March 1947.

Autumn 2004

Photos courtesy of  Borty Duffield Photography

22

Wally Stokes took part in the
campaigns in North Africa, fought

at El Alamein and in Iraq

Peter Matthews who took part in
Burma Campaign

Colonel Champion with Major Joe O'Gorman
and his new set of clubs.
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Joe Correa (Standard Bearer), John Field, Bil l Pinder, Ray Baker, Geoff Kirk(Branch Chairman), Peter
Matthews, John Phillips(Ramsgate Branch Standard Bearer) Micky Ralph(hall hidden), Terry McClean,

Jimmy Rose. Frank Hill, D ick  Ovenden, Digger Dighton

Autumn 2004

Colonel Champion speaking to the parade after the inspection

Mrs Rose Pidduck, mother of the late Tony Pidduck
Standard Bearer o f  Ramsgate Branch w h o  died
suddenly on parade two years ago, seen here with Joe
Correa, Standard Bearer o f  London (Buffs) Branch
and John Phillips, who  took over f rom Tony  as
Standard Bearer for Ramsgate Branch.
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Left to right:

Betty Pinder, Robert Pinder with Sylvia Tutt (daughter
of Drummer Tutt) and Dot Parker



Dear Editor,

Heroes Return
9th Floor, Camelford House

89 Albert Embankment London SE1 7UF

I hope you wi l l  al low me to take a litt le o f  your
valuable time to promote the Heroes Return scheme. I
am aware that many of  you wi l l  be fully conversant
with the concept and I  apologise i f  I am going over
old ground but our aim is to get as many veterans back
to the places they fought in during the 39-45 conflict
and to give them as much assistance as we can.

I am one of three eligibility advisors, two ex- Army
and one ex- RAF, employed by COBSEO and The
Big Lottery fund whose job i t  is to check that all
applications are valid from a  military aspect. Our
other tasks, though these will not be found in our job
specifications, are firstly to help veterans, groups and
regimental associations claim as much money as they
are entitled to and secondly to spread the word to as
many veterans as possible.

This plea is a personal one in that I am doing it off my
own back and am no t  being prompted b y  any
organisation or the lottery; I  simply want veterans to
be aware of this opportunity.

I am sorry fo r  not addressing you personally but
things are a little busy at the moment and although I
realise that this letter may on ly  exacerbate this
situation i t  would be a  most welcome problem. I
enclose brief explanatory notes that hopefully w i l l
answer a few questions. I would be overjoyed i f  you
could put the bare bones o f  them into regimental
magazines or other publications.

I would be very happy to answer any further questions
you may have.

Thank you for your help.
Damon Jarrett

Eligibility Advisor

THE PROGRAMME

Heroes Return is a UK Lottery-funded scheme to help
veterans of World War Two return to areas in which
they saw active service.

The following notes highlight key elements o f  the
scheme and should help answer most of the 'standard'
queries you may have.

HEROS RETURN
DATES

Programme runs from 1 Jan 2004 to 31 Dec 2005.
Applications must be in by 31 Mar  2005. You can
travel up to 31 Dec 2005 Veterans eligibility period
Sep 1939 to Aug 1945 (i.e. start of war to VJ Day)

Claims can be applied for retrospectively, ie back to
1/1/04.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE

All World War Two Al l ied veterans regardless o f
nationality BUT as this is UK-lottery funded they
MUST have a UK residence address.

Each veteran's application can include up to 3 people:

1. the veteran,
2. his spouse/partner,
3. a carer (who can be anyone - friend, relative, etc).
Widows and widowers of veterans can apply - each
application could then be 2 people:
1. widow/widower, 2. a carer.
Individuals can apply and so can organised groups.

If groups (of 11 o r  more total names) apply then a
E250 ‘admin assistance' fee (to help with phone calls
and paperwork) may also be available.

Carer- the definition of a carer is a loose one and does
not imply the need for a registered carer or that the
veteran needs constant physical help. I n  practical
terms al l  veterans are eligible to take a carer (i.e.
someone to provide practical support during the visit)

WHERE

There are 4 theatres of war in the programme:

1. NW Europe.

2. Mediterranean/North Africa (includes Italy).

3. Libya/Egypt/Middle East.

4. Rest of World (includes Far East/Pacific)

A veteran can apply for any theatre in which he/she
served o r  w i t h  w h i c h  he/she has  a  tangible
connection. Only ONE visit is allowed during the
period (NOT one each year!). I f  a veteran served in
more than one theatre they should apply for the one
they most wish to return to.

PAYMENT RATES
Travel assistance costs are f ixed o n  theatre and
number of people:
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Veteran ( I )  + spouse (2) +carer (3)

NW Europe 000,  025,  £780

Med/N.Africa £500, £875, £1300

Libya/Egypt/ME 000,  £1225, £1850

Far East/RoW f  1200, f2 I 00, £3150

Examples:

Veteran + spouse + carer to Normandy (NW Europe)
- 3 people - total payment 0 8 0

Widow + carer to Egypt - 2 people - total payment
1:12'25.

Veteran +  carer to Burma (Far East) -2  people -
f2100.

Payment i s  on ly  made once a  travel document
(photocopy of booking confirmation from travel agent
showing that travel has or will take place) is sent to
the Heroes Return office. Payment is made direct to
bank/building society for which details are given on
the application form. These are fixed figures and
intended as grant towards your trip.

INSURANCE

An average figure for insurance has been included in
the set payment levels.

PASSPORT

A FREE one-year passport is  available to veterans
during this period (details in the application pack -
this is not handled by Heroes Return)

ELIGIBILITY

All application forms are checked by  ex  Service
personnel t o  ensure that applicants are eligible to
travel to the requested location: however, we also try
whenever possible to maximise the benefits for  the
individual or group - so i f  in doubt give us a call.

TRAVEL COMPANIES

A number of travel companies are arranging visits to
specific battle/campaign areas; a  l is t  o f  these i s
available o n  request.  Heroes  Re tu rn  canno t
recommend a particular group organiser hut we will
provide the l ist to  any who ask for  i t  and where
possible w e  can help 'steer' individual veterans
towards appropriate veteran groups.

HOW TO APPLY

Request a  Heroes Return application pack f rom
Veterans Agency - 0800 169 2277.
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Questions about completing the form -  0845 0000
121. Please be patient!

EDUCATION

There is an optional educational tie-up being handled
by the Imperial War Museum.

This part o f  the form appears daunting but  i t  i s
voluntary so your application fo r  funding w i l l  be
unaffected i f  you do not want to be. However, it is a
wonderful opportunity to keep your memories alive
for future generations so please give it some thought -
and you can ask for advice.

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD

TALBOT HOUSE(TocH),
POPERINGE, BELGIUM

by John Bishop

For almost the whole duration o f  the Great War the
small Belgian town of Poperinge remained one of the
few free towns in Flanders.

In the meantime it became a kind of  garrison town.
catering for and providing entertainment to the British
Army that defended the Salient to the north and east
of Ypres. Th is  i s  one o f  the reasons w h y  t w o
enterprising chaplains founded a soldiers' club. On
I l th December 1915 The Chaplains, Neville S. Talbot
and Phil ip Clayton, rented a  gentleman's disused
house in Gasthuisstraat and started to organise a rest
and recuperation centre for the thousands of Tommies
stationed in the area. It was called Talbot House after
Gilbert Talbot,  the  promising young brother o f
Chaplain Neville Talbot, who was killed in a nearby

village o f  Zil lebeke. H e
became a  symbol o f  the
sacrifice made by countless
young men defending the
Salient.

Chaplain Philip
"Tubby" Clayton

The house was an instant hit
and became a  haven o f
peace and friendship for its
thousands o f  residents and
visitors particularly because
of its "All rank abandon,
ye w h o  e n t e r  h e r e "
Eventually the house and
society which evolved from



it became known by  i ts initials T.1-1., which were
'TOC H i n  the signallers language of the day.

On Wednesday 25th August 2004, Sid Pullman and
John Bishop, both members o f  Canterbury Branch
together with Phyl lk Daniels and John's grandson
Ross visited Talbot House, Poperinge, Belgium. The
object of the visit was to present a Buffs kneeler to the
Chapel also known as 'The Upper Room'. This chapel
was used throughout the First  Wor ld  Wa r  and
thousands o f  troops, fresh from the horror o f  the
trenches around Ypres took communion there, many
sadly f o r  the last time. I t  i s  now a  wonderfully
peaceful place, heavy with the memories o f  those
terrible times.

The kneeler was presented to Jacques Ryckebosch,
who is the curator of  Talbot House, by Phyllis who
had put so much time and effort into embroidering the
kneeler. Jacques thanked Phyllis most sincerely and
assured her that the kneeler would be treasured.

The Upper Room

The Toc H. is now
a w o r l d  w i d e
caring s o c i e t y
running a l l  sorts
of pro jects f o r
depri ved a n d
needy people. The
house i tsel f  i s  a
living m u s e u m
and also serves as
a se l f  -  catering
guest house.

It is fitting that a Buffs kneeler will he on display as
Tubby Clayton's batman was Pte. Arthur Pettifer of 1st
Bit. The Buffs. Tubby and Arthur became firm friends
and that friendship lasted for the rest of their lives.

Ski Pullman also presented to Jacques a copy o f  a
diary belonging to Arthur Pettifer which was warmly
received.

This i s  the second Buffs kneeler that Phyllis has
embroidered, the f i rs t  one  was presented t o  St.
George's Church in Ypres some time ago.

Whilst a t  Talbot House we were shown the new
museum which opened this year in what was the old,
but now refurbished, concert hall i n  the grounds.
Visiting at the same time was a group of re-enactors
from Birmingham dressed in the uniforms of the First
World War. They had been in France and Belgium for
several days for the 90th anniversary of the Battle of
Mons. To see them strolling around the grounds and
in the old house sent a tingle down our spines. It was
a most memorable and enjoyable day. I was glad to be
able to take my grandson Ross along with us- I  am
sure he will always remember that day.

If more information is required about Talbot House
and i t s  remarkable h is tory then I  recommend
"Cameos o f  the Western Front, A  Haven in  Hel l"
written by Paul Chapman. It was a great pleasure for
me to be able to accompany Sid and Phyllis to Talbot
House and a lasting legacy of their generosity wil l  be
there always.

The introduction t o  this article is  derived from a
booklet by  Bertin Deneire 1993, published by De
Kalproos Editions, Klinieklaan, B-8630, Veurne,
Belgium.
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On Sunday July 4th 2004 the New Standard o f
Ramsgate Branch was dedicated a t  St.  George's
Church. Standard Bearer for the old standard was,
Horace Cook who first carried that Standard in 1946,
58 years ago. That has to be some kind of record. John
Phillips, Ramsgate Branch's Standard Bearer carried
the new standard.

The event was very  we l l  supported b y  branch
members and guests included representatives of other
branches together w i th  D .Co l .  Phi l l ip  Critchley,
Colonel Peter  Bishop O B E  DL, M a j o r  Patr ick
Gwillam and Major Dennis Bradley BEM After the
service a reception was held at the Odds Social Club
in Ramsgate.
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DEDICATION OF THE NEW STANDARD
RAMSGATE BRANCH
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STANDARD BEARERS ON PARADE

Ramsgate Branch pictured here  i n  1949 w i t h
Horace Cook carrying the Branch Standard. Also
in the picture are Sam Mart in.  Ben Hogbin and
Billy Lee.

UR. Maur ice Samson (Denmark Branch), ' rubs Mitchener (Colchester Branch), Horace Cook (Old
Ramsgate Standard), John Phil l ips (New Ramsgate Standard), Colin Smith (Canterbury Branch), Joe
Correa (London Buffs Branch), Brian Bartlett (Bromley Branch)



On June 2nd 1953. Queen Elizabeth's coronation day, the Colours of 1st Bit. The Buffs took part in the Royal Procession. The Colours were
carried by Lt. Mullins and Lt. Gatehouse. The colour party was commanded by the late Major Geoffrey Cox MC pictured here on the
extreme left The band of 1st 13n. also took part together with a street lining party of eleven men from the depot commanded by Major Lewis
pictured on the right below. 4th/5th Bn The Buffs TA were also represented on the parade by Major Tilleard, a parade detachment and a
street lining party.

PHOTO GALLERY
(A time to Remember)
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Pictured left: Depot
The Buffs cricket team 1959

Back Row:
Major Cox MC, ??, Refern, Boyle,

Captain Lunn, Edgecombe, Stanley,
Major Peckham.

Front Row:
??, Major Worts, H Gatehouse, Fawsett,

Cope.

I f  you can fi l l  in  the spaces marked ??
please let the Editor know:

Photo courtesy of  James Lunn
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SNAPSHOTS OF LIFE WITH
1st BATTALION THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT

IN MALAYA 1952-4
by Major(retd.) Richard Neve MC.

LIFE IN CAMP

When 1 collected together my stories of Malaya and
for the first time reviewed them as a whole it occurred
to me they gave a very unbalanced account of my life
as a subaltern out there because they told nothing of
how time was spent when we were in camp instead of
out patrolling the rubber estates and jungle.

Although it sometimes felt as though we were almost
continually on operations in fact a large proportion of
our time was spent in camp. 1 do not remember going
for as long as a fortnight with no operations, very
occasionally we were in camp for over a whole week.
Sometimes we were out for four days, back for one,
then out again for another four, for two, three or once
in a while four weeks on end. Days in camp were
spent recovering and  preparing f o r  the next
operation. During the longer gaps we would train in
the local area. There were also a  number o f
recreational and social distractions.

1 have therefore put together a pot pourri of events
that stick in my mind even after fifty years. Like all my
tales they are as accurate as a fading memory and the
lapse of time allow.

Wardieburn Camp, Kuala Lumpur

Wardieburn Camp was the home o f  Battalion
Headquarters and one rifle company o f  the 1st
Battalion the Suffolk Regiment. C Company 1 RWK
was attached and under command for operations. I
was given command of 8 Platoon but for my first
operation went out with Lt Hugh Elwell's 9 Platoon to
gain experience.

I shared a room in the officers' mess with 2Lt Hugh
Elwell and Lt John Lygo. Major Blick Waring our
newly married Company Commander was able to live
at home in KL.

It was an odd situation to be in, as unlike nearly every
other operational infantry unit in Malaya who were in
temporary accommodation out in the countryside up
and down the peninsula we were in  a  permanent
camp, albeit of atap palm huts, only a short taxi ride
from KU Though I  soon found that a trip to the
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cinema with Hugh with perhaps a beer to accompany
a one dish meal of  nasi goreng (fried rice) at the
Coliseum restaurant afterwards, still going strong
even now, was all I could afford once a month on top
of my mess bill.

Misplaced Initiative

Due to  my impending departure for  the Jungle
Warfare Course at Kota Tinggi I could not go on Op
Turnip but was left in charge of the small rear party.
This allowed me to take part in  a  trial for  the
Combined Services rugby team. But it also presented
me with a problem. It seemed silly to withdraw from
the trial just because of  the faint possibility of  an
incident in the jungle that might require my urgent
attention. After all it was only a trial and there would
be frequent stoppages while people were changed
round. I  decided to travel to the game in the C
Company scout car and park it near the touchline. I
instructed the driver/operator to listen out on the radio
and come on the field to get me i f  there were any
urgent messages. In the event nothing happened but I
did notice a Colonel with a red hat talking to the
driver during the game.

Back in the mess later that evening I was called to the
telephone. I t  was John Wilson the Adjutant calling
from battalion headquarters in KKB.

"Richard I have had a complaint from KL that you
parked an operational scout car on the touch line
during the Combined Services rugby trial. What did
you think you were doing?"

I explained my actions and reasons for them.

"Well at least it shows initiative, but don't do it again,
it gets us a bad name with the stick-in-the-muds at
headquarters."

A Ladies dinner night

Shortly before Christmas the officers o f  the 1st
Battalion the Suffolk Regiment a t  Wardieburn
decided to have a ladies dinner night for their wives.



As we were members of  their mess, naturally the
attached 1 RWK officers were included among those
dining, though Buick Waring was the only one with a
wife.

Studying the seating plan before going in to dinner I
saw to my dismay I  was seated on the right of the
Australian wi fe  o f  the Suffolk's Commanding
Officer. I would have to be on my best behaviour.

It turned out to be not quite the sort of evening I had
imagined.

On each ladies place was a  beautiful corsage o f
tropical flowers bound to a large safety pin. Chinese
in style they really were very delicate and attractive.
They also smelled exquisitely. The CO's wife picked
hers up and tried to pin it to the neckline of her locally
made pale green dress of elegant silk brocade. She
could not get the pin through the thick material and
asked me to try. After a couple of delicate attempts
pushing from the front she said in her direct and very
Australian accent:

"Oaw, come on Richard put your hand in. That's the
only way you'll do it"

So nothing loath I thrust my hand down the bosom of
her dress. A t  that very moment the attendant
photographer from the social column of the Straits
Times chose to take a flash photo of those at table. I
successfully fastened it.

The time came to pull the Christmas crackers. In the
usual way we all linked hands round the table and
pulled. Out of mine fell a ladies ring with a cheap blue
glass stone mounted on it. I was about to pick it up
and slip it in my waistcoat pocket to send home to my
fiancée Denise when the CO's wife turned my way
and spotted it.

"Oh Richard you've got a ladies ring. That's no use to
you; this is where it should be."

She thrust out her hand, fingers spread ready.
Flustered and unwilling to reveal I  had a  secret
fiancée I obediently placed it on her ring finger.

We had been told before dinner by the PMC that the
ladies would not withdraw for coffee after the toasts,
but, unusually for the times, break with custom and
stay until after the band had finished playing the
"extras", popular show tunes of the day from 'Annie
Get Yo u r  Gun '  a n d  'Oklahoma', wh i le  the

bandmaster took his traditional glass of port from a
chair placed beside the CO. They would leave when
the bandmaster withdrew. The port went round three
times before he left. Each time the CO's wife refilled
her glass to the brim.

During this period I was forced to listen to her tell me
how difficult it was being a CO's wife. As I listened
mock sympathetically, she reached out and took hold
of my left hand which was resting on the table. At that
moment the photographer's camera flashed again.

Neither photograph was one of the ones printed in the
social columns on the back page of the KL edition of
the Straits Times next day but at lunch time there on
the mess notice board was every photograph taken
during the evening; including the ones showing me
with my hand down the front of the CO's wife's dress
and of her holding my hand. Every one thought it was
very funny but the universal ribbing I  got acutely
embarrassed me.

To make matters worse for the next few weeks
whenever I met up with a Suffolk officer he would say
"Richard, the CO's wife is still wearing your ring".
Notwithstanding that I have always had a very soft
spot for the Suffolks and the two regiments have
always got on very well when in the same garrison.

8 Platoon's proudest 'Battle Honour'

C Company came back from Op Turnip while I was
away on my Jungle Warfare course. Blick Waring
arranged for them all to have a night out in KL the
first Saturday after they returned. He even took the
precaution of warning the local commander of the
Military Police that his men had been in the jungle for
a record 21 days so would they please treat them
kindly if any were found behaving badly.

This turned out to be a wise safeguard so far as

8 Platoon was concerned. 1(1, was an expensive place
for a poorly paid young national serviceman so the
soldiers preferred to enjoy themselves in the NAAFI
run Guillemont Club where the beer was cheaper,
though still expensive by UK standards, and where
they knew they would not be ripped off by the locals.

That night it so happened that a party of SAS was in
the club also celebrating their return from a long
operation.
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Towards the end of an evening of heavy drinking the
two groups got talking. Naturally the question came
up "How long were you in for?" The SAS had been in
for fourteen days. When the men o f  8 Platoon said
they had been in for twenty one the SAS refused to
believe them and accused them of boasting. This was
very much resented and after some heated argument a
fight broke out.

8 PI on Op Turnip

Extra curricular duties for the Orderly Officer

You only have to look at the photograph of 8 Platoon
to see that they were a bunch of tough blokes. Cpl Jim
Sheren had been a Company Sergeant Major during
the war. Half of the rest were either from the rougher
suburbs of south east London long before the days of
gentrification or tough countrymen from west Kent.
The result of the fight was a victory for 8 Platoon with
the SAS beating a retreat just before the MPs arrived
in response to the manager's call. The MPs took pity
on them, put them in  the back o f  their truck and
delivered them back to Wardieburn.

The victory went down in history in the folklore of 8
Platoon. That and not the operations we had been on
was what they were talking about when I joined them
at the Mayor o f  Maidstone's ball fo r  the battalion
when we got back to England. They were far prouder
of that than any number of terrorists we had killed.

Since there were only three subalterns in C Company,
we performed the duty of Orderly Officer for a week
at a time. When it was the company's turn to provide
the guard at Flagstaff House, the residence of General
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Sir Hugh Stockwell the GOC, the Orderly officer of
the day had to visit and turn out the guard. The time
of night at which one did this was determined by
rolling a  s i x  s ided  penc i l  o n  t h e  Company
Commander's desk. One day I drew 0100 hrs. Rather
than get a driver up at that hour just to drive me across
KL and back. I  decided to take one of  the company
Dodge 1 ton trucks and, semi-illegally, drive myself.

I had turned out and inspected the guard and was
enjoying a  mug o f  tea with the guard commander
before driving back when a rather agitated officer in a
white dinner jacket came into the guard room and
asked me i f  i t  was my vehicle parked outside. On
hearing it was he said:

"Great, you are just what I  need. I 'm the General's
MA. I've gone off the road in the General's staff car.
The rain has made the ground so wet the wheels just
spin. We need to use the winch on the front of  your
Dodge to pull it back to the road. It's not far. Can you
do that for me?"

"Certainly sir, g i v e  it a go."

He jumped in beside me and following his directions
I drove for a few hundred yards to a nearby park. He
told me to stop on a bend on a slight rise in the road.
I could see no staff car: I knew it was a large Humber
Pullman. He pointed to a group of banana trees a good
fifty wards away down a gentle slope and told me it
was over there. We got out and followed a pair o f
wheel tracks, definitely n o  skid marks as I  had
expected, down the slight slope t o  where I  now
discerned in the bright moonlight the black back end
of the Humber protruding slightly from a gap between
the trees.

A green canvas envelope masked the two gold stars
on a red plate mounted on the back bumper to show it
was the GOC's car.

On reaching the car I was surprised to see a young
woman in an evening dress sitting in the back seat on
highly crumpled white linen seat covers. The penny
dropped. It had been no accident. The MA had driven
there deliberately for a dalliance with the young lady.
There had been a short sharp tropical rainstorm while
I was driving through KL during which they no doubt
had other things on their mind. The rain had softened
the ground and made the grass wet and slippery. That
explained why he was so on edge.



I made no comment on the situation and went back to
my vehicle to run out the winch cable. I t  would not
reach. I put the Dodge in four-wheel drive and drove
gingerly down the slope until the MA could fasten the
cable around the rear leaf springs of the Humber. With
him at the wheel of  the Humber I wound the cable in
until the car was nearly touching the front bumper of
the Dodge. I  let the cable out again while I  reversed
and then repeated the pull until the car was back on
the tarmac. Throughout this procedure the shadowy
figure of the girl remained silent on the back seat and
never once even acknowledged my presence. The MA
thanked me profusely and drove off.

Nearly ten years later my wife and I were at a dance
in the Aldershot Officers' Club with among others,
Colonel Maurice Tugwell o f  the Regiment and his
wife Hilary. During dinner I discovered she had been
in Malaya before they were married at the same time
as the Battalion so I  related the story to Hilary with
perhaps a little embellishment about the girl on the
back seat. When I had finished she let out a laugh and
said "The girl was me!"

Back at KKB

In April 1953 C Company moved back to KKB. Still
the junior subaltern in the Company I  found myself
sharing a room with 2Lt David Manning a National
Service officer in D Company. He was easy to get on
with, quiet and on the studious side for a young man.
I was not surprised when he told me he was planning
to go into the church when he finished his service. We
were so busy on operations that i t  was not all that
often we were both in camp at the same time.

Blick was appointed President of the Officers' Mess
Committee a n d  m a d e  m e  Proper ty  M e m b e r
responsible for the safe custody of all the Mess silver.
Once a month I had to check the mess silver was all
present and correct down to the last teaspoon and
ashtray. Thankfully there was a wonderful old, well
approaching forty which seemed old to me in those
days, long serving Lance Corporal called Ransome
who had been looking after the mess silver for years
and knew every piece and its history off by heart. Not
surprising since he slept behind a partition at one end
of the Nissan hut where the silver was kept. He made
the j ob  less tedious and gave m e  a  extensive
introduction to the history of the best pieces. Even in
those days the silver was insured for over E20,000.

One day when I  was Orderly Officer the heavens
opened just as i t  was t ime f o r  me t o  v is i t  the
cookhouse to inspect the men's lunch. Not wishing to
get soaked to the skin I used the oiled paper Chinese
umbrella I  kept in my room to keep me dry on the
walk to the cookhouse. As I entered I lowered it and
propped it up against the wall. A few seconds later in
came Mick absolutely soaked. He was Field Officer
of the Week and had chosen to visit lunch.

"Hello Richard, m y  goodness that rain i s  really
something." he said looking at me as he brushed the
water off his arms. "But how come you are bone dry?"

I pointed to the still dripping umbrella leaning against
the wall.

"Good God, what are subalterns coming to these
days? We can not have the Orderly Officer carrying a
brolly when in uniform!"

Apart from my one abortive attempt to play rugby I
did not take part in any sporting activity. I was mostly
too tired to have any energy left for games. There was
an outdoor badminton court i n  the middle o f  the
officers' mess. Some o f  the other r i f le company
subalterns and I played the odd game but the regular
players were mostly the officers of Battalion HQ and
Headquarter Company and the Company Seconds in
Command whose duties only occasionally required
them to go on patrol. The usual time to play was the
last hour before dark when any wind dropped, the sun
was disappearing below the mountain peaks and the
searing heat  o f  t he  d a y  h a d  cooled s l ight ly.
Badminton is the Malay national sport and one would
see it being played in even the smallest kampong.

Most o f  my spare time was spent doing "Egyptian
PT", resting on my bed, to recover my energy as well
as give my jungle sores, leech and mosquito bites that
had gone septic, time to heal. I made one half hearted
attempt to train for the battalion athletics team but one
quick run round the local football field was enough to
persuade me that carrying a  heavy pack through
jungle and athletics do not go together. My legs were
so stiff and their muscles hard and inflexible that I ran
like a  ruptured duck. I t  was obvious i t  would take
weeks of hard training to get back to my old form of
Sandhurst days. Even i f  I  started training the
inevitable patrol in a few days time would undo any
improvement. So I contented myself with taking my
platoon swimming in a disused local tin mine at Rasa.
It made a welcome break for everyone and we went
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several times. Unfortunately I  invited the Medical
Officer, Captain Eddie Maclean a charming Irishman,
to come with us one day. After enjoying his swim he
decided he ought to test a sample of the water to see
if it was fit for swimming in. The results showed we
were all lucky not to have caught several different
bugs so the pool was placed out o f  bounds and the
outings stopped.

Swimming at Rasa
Cp1 Brown and Pte Hodges

"Yes, David Manning's been killed."

Men of 8 PI Swimming at Rasa

A couple of  weeks after I had finally become senior
enough to have a room of my own I was walking over
to the anteroom for  afternoon tea when I  saw the
Adjutant moving rapidly across the grass in the same
direction. He called out to me "Richard have you seen
the CO?"

"I think he's in the ante-room sir." Something about
the urgency o f  his manner made me add "Nothing
serious I hope."
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'Oh how awful. I hope we got the bandits who did it."
I replied.

"I 'm afraid it wasn't them who were responsible. He
walked into his own ambush and was shot." the
Adjutant replied.

He was buried wi th  fu l l  mil i tary honours a t  the
military cemetery in KL a couple of days later. As I
stood perspiring in the heat among the other mourners
I could not help wondering how many more times in
my tour I  would have to do the same thing. The
incident put a damper on life for some days.

Probably because I  had recently shared a room with
him I was given the dismal task of going through his
personal effects. A l l  h is  army issue uniform and
equipment had to be returned to the Quartermaster
and struck o f f  his signature. I f  any k i t  had been
missing according to the regulations i t  should have
been charged against his pay for the month in which
he was killed. Officers are paid monthly in arrears.
Though most Quartermasters i f  they could manage it
would contrive to write it off as a charge to the public;
fairly easy when on operations but not so otherwise.

I then packed up the rest o f  his personal belongings
into his suitcase, bound it with rope, and addressed it
to be sent back to his parents. Before I  started the
Adjutant gave me a  copy o f  the A rmy  Casualty
Procedure Manual w i t h  directions t o  fo l l ow  i t
precisely. It covered every detail of  my sad task and
included instructions to remove anything that might
cause offence t o  the family. I  found one mi ld ly
salacious American comic book that was all. Bu t
reading through all his letters including those from his
girlfriend to see there was nothing untoward in them
was a disturbing task. Fortunately it was the only time
I had to perform such a duty during the whole of my
service. It certainly made me think for a few days. But
being young life soon returned to normal.

The usual routine when not on patrol was a mixture of
training, health and weapon inspections, and much
needed rest and recreation. Patrolling took a lot out of
people both physically and mentally. To o  much
patrolling and the incidence of sickness started to rise
as there was no time for the inevitable jungle sores to
heal a n d  f e e t  t o  recover f r o m  be ing  a lmost
permanently wet with either water or sweat.

Every month  when  a  n e w  batch o f  National
Servicemen joined the platoon we would go on a free



day to a nearby rubber estate to introduce them to how
8 Platoon carried out Immediate Action contact drills.
Nearly every week we had sessions on the 25 yard
range cut into the steep hillside the other side of the
road from the Officers' Mess. There was an almost
unlimited supply of small arms ammunition left over
from the war to practice grouping and check that all
weapons were correctly zeroed. We were forced to
zero at 25 yards instead o f  the normal 100 yards
because the only range of that length was 40 miles
away outside KL.

But the best training of  all was when I  took my
platoon out into the surrounding jungle a few miles up
the road leading to Fraser's Hill. I would then teach
the men two of the most important lessons of jungle
fighting: how to fire at a moving target and the
penetrative power of a .303 bullet; both things that,
believe i t  or not, were not taught as part o f  the
preparatory training. Here in a convenient uninhabited
steep sided valley using discarded signal cable we
would improvise a short jungle range of moving full
size figure targets that swung out from behind a tree
or slid down a sloping wire across a stream. I would
also place one or two head and shoulders targets at the
base of trees up to a foot thick so only one shoulder
was showing. I would get the Iban to cut a stick to
represent a rifle and place it alongside the tree as
though the target was in a firing position. The natural
instinct is to fire at only the small bit of the target one
can see; whereas the best thing to do is to fire at the
tree itself. The bullet will go right through the tree and
hit the target. When demonstrating this before we
started firing I also pointed out to the men that it was
a waste of time taking cover behind a rubber tree,
never more than a foot thick, expecting it to protect
them from fire. There were always some very
thoughtful faces when the demonstration ended.

Last of all before we started to use the range I would
find a stream whose banks were high enough to offer
good protection to someone standing in the stream
bed. Armed with a dozen tins of the dreaded mash
potato powder from the army 'compo' ration packs,
the soldiers hated it and very rarely ate it so there were
always plenty spare, my batman would throw a tin in
a high arc across my front. I could nearly always put
three or four shots from my semi automatic M2
carbine through it before it hit the ground. With their
bolt operated No. 4 rifles of course the soldiers could
not get off more than two rounds, one on the way up
and one on the way down. But those armed with

automatic sub-machine guns often put four rounds
into the tin. It was not only good fun but also taught
the men to swing with the movement of the target like
using a shot gun. I always attributed any success my
platoon had against the terrorists to teaching them
how to shoot at moving targets and the penetrative
power of a .303 bullet.

Inspecting feet and groins for tinea and limbs for
septic jungle sores were among the routine tasks when
in camp. There was also the paludrine book to inspect
and initial once a week. To protect against malaria at
muster parade every morning the senior corporal gave
each man present his pill and watched him swallow it.
He ticked off  in the paludrine book the names of
everyone who had taken a pill. It was amazing how
often there was a good reason why somebody missed
taking his pill and had to be chased up to take it later.
Escort duty on the trucks taking another platoon out to
go on patrol, attending sick parade at the Medical
Centre, or fatigue duties, were just some of the myriad
reasons why people missed and had to be pursued to
take it later. On the whole the men were very good at
taking their pills as no one wants to get malaria.

In camp officers were trusted to take their own pill
from a bowl always present on the breakfast table. On
operations I took mine along with everyone else from
the platoon medical orderly who accompanied me
when I went round during the daily 'stand to' at dawn
when every man went to his position on the perimeter
of the camp. We also stood to every evening just
before it got dark and stayed there until it was pitch
black.

To be honest 'stand to'  served little operational
purpose but it was a good method of rousing the men
before dawn and in the evening gave an opportunity
for the platoon commander to visit every man and
have quick word to assess morale, especially for any
who might be suffering from sickness or injury. The
occasion was also used to give out the daily rum
ration, either drunk direct from the l i d  o f  the
waterbottle in which it was carried, it was so strong
there was no hygiene risk, or some would prefer to
have it tipped into their mug to add to a cup of tea to
be brewed in their basha later on. When Cp1 Jim
Sheren carried the rum waterbottle it was noticeable
that it would sometimes be a lot weaker at the end of
a four day operation than it had been at the beginning.
But no one ever said anything, as we all liked him and
at his age of 30 knew he needed it more than us.
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MAJOR TONY JAMES

Tony James, w h o  has
died aged 67, was one of
the finest soldiers o f  his
generation t o  j o i n  The
Buffs.

For Tony, a keen military
historian, soldiering was a
serious business, but even
his d e d i c a t e d

professionalism could not disguise a roguish sense of
fun which many were fortunate to experience. Always
approachable, ever helpful, he was a  superb role
model for any aspiring soldier.

Tony entered the army in 1953 at the Junior Infantry
Battalion a t  Tuxford before joining The Buffs i n
1955. Posted to I Buffs he served with the battalion in
Wuppertal, Dover, Aden and Dortmund. I t  was in
Aden that h e  was promoted t o  Mortar  Platoon
Sergeant. just three years after leaving boys service.
He continued to serve as Recce Platoon Sergeant with
1 Queen's Own Buffs  unti l  posted t o  the R M A
Sandhurst as an instructor in 1963. There he remained
for three years before rejoining the battalion (by then
2 Queen's) in Hong Kong in 1966. Promoted to W02
Tony became CSM B  Coy and continued to serve
with the battalion in Lingfield and Palace Barracks,
Belfast until, unknown to everyone at the time, he left
the battalion for the last time.

His career took a turn with his appointment as RQMS
of 4 R Anglian which he joined immediately prior to
a posting to Bahrain in 1969. On his return Tony was
commissioned into the Royal Anglian Regiment and
served as 2 ic  o f  Tiger Company ( to  which 4  R
Anglian had been reduced) before moving to  I  R
Anglian then serving with the ACE Mobile Force.

In 1978, after a brief spell with a Bde HQ and Sig Sqn
in BAOR, Tony renewed his acquaintance with Palace
Barracks when he assumed the appointment Major
(QM), 3 R Anglian, then serving in Northern Ireland.
Postings with HQN1 and 5 UDR followed before he
spent three happy years as Acting L t  Col with Ex
Trumpet Dance in Canada and the USA.

The next posting was a six month accompanied tour in
the newly independent Zimbabwe as a member of the
UK Military Training Team. This was followed by his

THE LAST POST
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final appointment, Garrison Q M  a t  Sennelager i n
BAOR, which he held for  four years until retiring
from the regular army i n  1991. Bu t  he was not
finished! A n  R 0 2  appointment i n  Paderborn was
followed by a further five years as RO at Warcop
Training Centre in Cumbria before he finally called it
a day in 1997. By then he had completed 44 years in
the service of the Crown.

A devoted family man, Tony lived happily in Appleby
with Pat, his second wile whom he married in 1979,
and daughter Clare of whom he was supremely proud.
In Appleby he became a popular figure, well known
for his charitable work i n  the community and his
willingness to help those less fortunate. His death on
20 May 2004 was as much a shock in that small town
as it was to his many friends in the regiment. Despite
his w ide  and varied service To n y  was always
immensely proud of  The Buffs which remained 'his
regiment'.

MAJOR GEOFFREY COX MC.

(A personal memoir by Geoffrey Piper)

I f i r s t  m e t  Geoff rey  i n
October 1943. 1 had brought
over a  d r a f t  o f
reinforcements f rom North
Africa for 5th Bn. The Buffs,
who were then billeted in a
village j us t  south o f  the
River Sangro in South East
Italy. Geoff rey w a s  then
Acting A d j u t a n t  o f  t h e
battalion. In a few days time

we were involved in the crossing of that river with the
aid of Montgomery's 1,000 gun barrage. I saw little of
Geoffrey in those days and it was not until we arrived
on the other side o f  Italy that I  had my first real
contact with him.

JB

When w e  a l l  became settled down i n  peacetime
various reunions were set up. Through the auspices of
the Battleaxe Club of 78 Div, we attended, with our
wives, the 40th and 50th anniversaries of the capture
of Cassino, made var ious expeditions t o  o l d
battlefields and trips to sea in HMS Battleaxe.



Geoffrey was a great cricket enthusiast, and always
attended the Canterbury Cricket Week. H e  was
involved with the British Legion in Woodstock and
regularly led their Armistice Day parade. He and his
second wife, Birgit, a charming Danish lady, found
Croatia to be an ideal place for holiday. So often did
they go and so much did they interest themselves in
the local community they visited that they set up a
fund to buy expensive medical apparatus for the local
hospital, which was ongoing at the time of his death.

As an infantry off icer he  excelled. H e  was tal l ,
imposing, s tood n o  nonsense b u t  was  always
concerned to do his best for his company. He had a
great sense of humour, was known to sing irreverent
ditties at parties and it seemed enjoyed life to the full.
He was proud to be an officer in The Buffs; proud of
the Regiment and o f  the part he played in  i t .  He
seemed t o  k n o w  everyone connected w i t h  t he
Regiment and remained in touch with all o f  us who
served with him in 5th Battalion.

He died on 14th June at his home in Bladon having
been ill for some time and looked after by his devoted
wife Birgit. I  was lucky to speak to him a few days
before he died. I  rang up about the whereabouts of a
fellow Buff .  Without hesitation he  gave me  the
answer without reference to any notebook. He was
firm of voice-that loud rich timber; scathing about the
various medical  accoutrements h e  needed a n d
apparently littered his bedroom, and fiercely declared
his dislike of the time he had to spend in hospital. He
told me how marvellous Birgit had been looking after
him when he became il l  and eventually bedbound. I
little suspected t h a t  in  a few days he would have
departed this life. He was 82. I, like so many of  you,
have l os t  a  f r iend and  t h e  Regiment and  i t s
Association a  f ine example o f  an off icer and a
gentleman.

May he rest in peace.

OP

At the memorial service Colonel Richard Lea MBE
DSO spoke of Geoffrey and said:

"I felt very privileged to be asked by Birgit to say a
few words on his military service in memory and
tribute to Major Geoffrey Cox MC The Buffs. How
fitting that after his funeral at Bladon some 10 days
ago where his wartime leader Winston Churchill is
buried, we should be here today in Woodstock outside
Blenheim Place, the ancestral home of the Dukes o f
Marlborough for i t  was under the 1st Duke that the

Buffs won their f irst four  Battle Honours namely
Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde and Malplaquet. But
to the military service o f  Geoffrey;: Af ter  Dulwich
College he started a  career in  Estate Agency with
Knight Frank and Rutley in London. In 1936 he joined
the Queen's Westminsters but in 1938 he transferred
into 4/5th Battalion, The Buffs (TA). A few days after
the outbreak o f  war on 3rd September Geoffrey, a
Sergeant, was mobilised. Many of the anecdotes that
follow come either from his own memoir entitled
"How We Won World War 2 or I f  Only Hitler had
Known" or from fellow Buff Officers.

Geoffrey was commissioned into The Buffs in July
1940 and was posted to the Depot which was then
known as 12ITC commanded by that well loved and
respected Buff  Colonel George Howe. Geoffrey was
Assistant Adjutant, Sports Officer and Gas Officer! In
his capacity of Gas Officer he was asked one day by
Colonel Howe to deal with a wasps neat in his quarter
off Military Road. Geoffrey used a canister of  non-
lethal but highly unpleasant toxic substance. Sadly it
blew down Military Road incapacitating an old lady
carrying her jug of beer from The Little Wonder pub.
The only time in the war when an English city was
threatened by gas. And the wasps loved it!!

In November 1942 Geoffrey was posted to 10 Buffs,
a Hold ing Battal ion f o r  drafts t o  other  Bu f f s
Battalions. I n  Ap r i l  1943 he married Dreda. The
following month he was on a troopship bound for
Algiers. June 1943 found him in  ' C '  Company 5
Buffs, commanded b y  Gerald Proctor, outside o f
Tunis. 5  Buffs, part o f  36 brigade, 78 Battle Axe
Division of  1st Army referred to by the Germans as
"Churchill's Bu t che rs " .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  w a s
subsequently transferred to 8th Army under Monty.
Gerald had a  very b ig  influence on  Geoffrey. A
"superb Action Man" but one who also enjoyed life to
the full. Geoffrey followed his example to the last
letter.

In July of that year the Battalion set sail for Sicily and
on the 31st of July Geoffrey saw his first action. From
Sicily onto Italy and in March 44 Geoffrey found
himself at  Monte Cassino. H e  was b y  this t ime
commanding "B" company. At  the end of April leave
was granted to the Battalion and it was off to Naples.
It was in the Officers Club that Geoffrey together with
John Prestige, Hugh Collins, two other Company
Commanders and 22 Irish Officers ran into trouble.
The Assistant Provost Marshall was most unhappy
that they had been consuming NAAFI issued whisky
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at the Officers Club. The
party got a little out of hand
and Geoffrey threw a chair
at Hugh Collins. A l l  2 7
officers were later paraded
in f ron t  o f  the General
Keightley w h o  a s k e d
"Which of you is Cox?" " I
am Sir" replied Geoffrey"
the General continued "  the
evidence says  t h a t  y o u
threw a chair at Collins".
Turning to  Collins- "  did
you need a chair?", "Well
not exactly S i r "  repl ied
Collins. "Which o f  you is
Prestige" Prest ige h a d

threatened to  sue the APM. Geoffrey replied that
Prestige was o n  an important course. From the
General "Was the APM unpleasant? A l l  answered
"Yes". The  General concluded the interview b y
saying-" I know you have all had a very hard time but
behaving like hooligans does not' make my job any
easier. Behave yourselves in future- case dismissed."

-
Geoffrey seen here talking

with King Frederik I X
of Denmark.

On 17th May 1944 whilst leading 5  Buffs in  the
vanguard of the Brigade the Battalion attacked RIP!.
Geoffrey was badly wounded but stayed with his
company until relieved. For this action Geoffrey was
awarded an immediate MC. The citation read: "On
the 30th May 1944, Captain Cox commanded the
forward company of  5 Buffs which capntred Pt. 271
overlooking RIP! .  A l though t h e  Company was
isolated and Captain Cox had had no food or sleep for
36 hours, the position was consolidated and held
against counter attack by enemy infantry with tank
support. I n  spite o f  shelling and machine gun fire.
Captain C o x  frequently visi ted sections, helped
control arty fire and contacted our tanks. It was whilst
visiting pis that he and his runner were wounded by
shrapnel. He would not allow stretched-bearers to
dress h i s  wounds before the  runner  had  been
evacuated. He continued to direct operations until the
remainder of the Battalion arrived.lt was entirely due
to this officer's example, endurance and leadership
and complete disregard for his own personal safety
that "B "  Company was able to hold their precarious
position against all enemy attacks."

In May 1953 Geoffrey was given command o f  the
Regiment's Detachment in the Queen's Coronation
Parade. In 1955 i t  was back to 1 Buffs in Wuppertal
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who were in "Keightley" Barracks. It was here that I
first met Geoffrey. What were my first impressions'?
He was a  b ig  man i n  every sense o f  the word.
Physically he stood 6ft 4 1/2 inches and he matched
this being a man of genuine character with a zest for
life. Sharp on parade but utterly a tease off  parade.
One o f  his Officers i n  Support Company was the
equally larger than life character, Greville Edgecombe
- they got on famously. Geoffrey a key Officer in the
Battalion t o  the end o f  the Wuppertal tour. The
Battalion were moved to Dover Castle to prepare for
their last operational tour in Aden.

In July 1958, halfway through the Aden Tour under
Colonel Ernest Edimann he was elected to command
the Depot at Canterbury. Although to his utter sadness
he knew that The Buffs were no longer to remain an
independent Regiment. he galvanised the Depot into
action w i th  a  strong, team o f  A lan Peckham as
Training Company Commander, James Lunn as
Adjutant, Greville Edgecombe, Tom Williams and
Jim Shepherd with Bob Sharman as RSM. It was here
in November 1960, where he had started in in 1940,
when the Depot closed that Geoffrey finished his
Army career retiring i n  February 1961. Af ter  the
Army he embarked on a  second career with Bass
Charrington briefly and then with Guinness for 14
years. Geoffrey remained a prominent supporter o f
the Regimental Association and in particular of  the
Regimental Cricket Tent. He strongly supported the
Italy Star Association, the Cassino Association. the
Battle Axe Division Association and the Royal British
Legion.

In the last few days of his life he was back home from
hospital under the loving care o f  Birgit. During the
last week o f  h is  l i f e  f ou r  events brought h i m
happiness:

A telephone conversation with his last CO, Colonel
Ernest Edit-warm.

Receiving the Spring issue of the Queen's Own Buffs
Journal.

Talking on the telephone with his Depot Adjutant,
James Lunn.

And with Kent getting to the top of the 1st division
Cricket Table and beating the New Zealand touring
side.He passed away a happy man.

Sadly, they rarely breed men l ike Geoffrey Cox
anymore. A mass of us will sorely miss his presence.



But he w i l l  never be forgotten. Geoffrey, Sir, we
salute you."

RL

JOHN WALDO E. HAY-DRUMMOND-HAY

John Waldo Edward Hay-Drummond-Hay died i n
January 2004 a few days before his 98th birthday. He
was a TA member of the 4th Bn. at the start of the
Second Wor ld  Wa r  and was sent t o  France as
intelligence officer. He was with the Bri. throughout
the retreat to Dunkirk and until late 1941 o r  early
1942 when he was posted to the Indian Army.

He was born on 22 February 1906 in Derbyshire and
was mostly brought up, with his younger brother, by
his maternal Grandmother as his father was in the
Sudan Political Service. She was abroad at the start of
the Great War and the boys spent the next few years
with their great Aunt, grandmother's sister, at Dyrham
Park near Bath which is now National trust. I t  must
have been quite a shock to the system as his Great
Aunt and Uncle had no children of their own.

After Marlborough and Cambridge, where he worked
in the London docks during the National strike, John
H-D-H went to  Malaya and worked on a  rubber
Plantation. H e  returned t o  England i n  1933 and
worked in the City for a mining company.

In 1937 he married Rachel Prideaux whose parents
moved to Eridge near Tunbridge Wells on retirement.
He built a house close to theirs and as war approached
joined the TA. Following his posting to India he saw
service i n  Burma and was sent to  the Australian
Jungle warfare school and saw service in New Guinea
before returning to India to be an instructor in jungle
warfare. He returned to  England after VJ day, he
always felt that was more important than VE Day, and
returned to the city for a while. John H-D-H became a
name at Lloyds, but mercifully left before the troubles
of recent years hit. He  and his family l ived near
Wadhurst until 1960 and then moved to Crowhurst
near Hastings. H e  was very involved as a  local
councillor and Church Warden, chairman o f  local
schools and other works. In Crowhurst he was also
chairman the president of the British Legion for many
years.

His wife Rachel died in 1975. He remarried but was
widowed again five years later. He remained living
alone in Crowhurst until at the age of 95 he decided

that he no longer wanted to live alone, he moved to
the Whitegates retirement home in nearby Westfield.
He was still driving until 5 months before he died. He
is survived by two sons and a daughter.

MAJOR T. C. COATH MC

Served in Egypt with 4th Bn RWK's as Ant i  Tank
officer and also at Kohima where during the siege he
assumed command of 'C' Coy but was later wounded.
Was one of the escorting officers and guards from 4th
Battalion QORWK's for the Japanese envoys at the
signing o f  the Treaty o f  Surrender in Rangoon on
August 23rd 1945

CAPTAIN PERCY JOHN LIVEMORE MC.

Captain Livemore passed away on April 6th 2004. He
joined The Buffs i n  1933 but  transferred to  The
Middlesex Regiment on commissioning in 1943.

MRS. PAMELA JEAN KING

Pam, wife of  Harry King the treasurer of  Ramsgate
Branch of our Association, passed away on 16th July
2004. Pam had always supported Harry, the Branch
and the Ramsgate Ladies Guild and wi l l  be greatly
missed by all of us who had the privilege of knowing
her. Our deepest sympathy to Harry and his family.

JOHN ALBERT JAMES AUSTEN

John passed away on 3rd October 2004 after a long
and courageous battle against cancer.John was a
Margate man born and bred and he attended local
schools. When he got his call up papers for National
Service, he was an apprentice shoe maker in Margate.
John served with 9  Platoon, 'C '  Company, 1st B i t
The Buffs in Kenya during the Mau Mau emergency,
1953-55, and told many stories of his time in Kenya.
The one that sticks in mind most of all is about the
time he and his comrades were chased by a rogue bull
elephant, some of his comrades tried to climb trees no
thicker than their wrist to escape this charge. John is
reported to have said he was more frightened of the
elephant than the Mau Mau terrorists. Whi lst  i n
Kenya John contracted dysentery and fever whilst on
patrol and wi th great diff iculty was evacuated to
Mombasa.
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After being demobbed, John jo ined the  A.F.S.
(Auxiliary Fire Service) in Margate, where he met his
wife Beryl, who was then a nurse at The Royal Sea
Bathing Hospital .  T h e y  marr ied o n  t h e  1 0 t h
September 1960 at St John's Church Margate and
later had two daughters.

Four and a half years ago John was diagnosed with
cancer which he bravely fought, so bravely that he
was able to  give his eldest daughter away at  her
wedding in May 2003. John's illness devastated the
whole f am i l y  and they supported John's brave
struggle but on October 9th this year he was taken into
hospital w i th  an infection. John wanted to  return
home a wish that was granted and Beryl nursed him
devotedly in his last days.

He would have been so proud to know that at his
funeral The Buffs were represented with the standard
of the local Ramsgate Branch on Parade.

MAJOR J WORTS MC. ERD

Lt Col E J Bansley MBE MC writes:

Jimmy joined The Buffs in the rank of 2nd Lieutenant
in the Supplementary Reserve on 12th October 1938
and was embodied after the outbreak of war on 8th
September 1939.

He soon found himself with the 1st Battalion in
Palestine and moved with the battalion to Egypt in
January 1941 and, commanding the Ant i  Tank
Platoon, took part in the advance to El  Adem in
December 1941. Later, following an offensive by the
Germans The Buffs suffered many casualties some,
like Jimmy, being taken prisoner. Jimmy however
managed to escape.

In October 1942, Jimmy took part in the battle at El
Alamein as a temporary Captain and, following the
breakout, led one o f  two patrols with 8  Armoured
Brigade i n  January 1943. The advance continued
through Tripoli and the Mareth Line.

Following the conclusion o f  the campaign in North
Africa Jimmy moved to Naples with the battalion on
the 18th February 1944. Commanding 'D '  Company
he landed at Anzio on the 24th February and advanced
towards Rome and subsequently to Florence, Fierce
fighting took place at San Sevino in early September
1944. Jimmy still leading 'D '  Company took part in
the battle for  the Gothic Line. Following this and
substantial casualties the battalion was broken up
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providing drafts mainly for the Hampshire Regiment.
The Battalion was reformed soon afterwards.

Jimmy was notified of his award of the Military Cross
on the 31st January 44.

1 first met Jimmy in the 1st Battalion at Old Park
Barracks, Dover and we served together in Wuppertal,
Germany in 1955/56. He was an outstanding hockey
player and I  thoroughly enjoyed playing alongside
him and under his leadership.

On retirement he had four great loves, the first being
his family. H e  retained h is  connection w i th  the
Regiment as a member of Folkestone & Hythe Branch
of the Regimental Association. H e  was a  keen
gardener and f o r  many years was a  dedicated
supporter o f  the Royal National Lifeboat Institute
raising over E100,000 through his book and plant
sales. He was awarded the RNLI Gold Medal for his
voluntary work.

Major N Norris writes:-

ER

I first met Jimmy in the Spring of 1940. He came to
'C' Company, 1 Buffs. The Battalion was spread out
along the Palestine-Syrian border. Jimmy soon started
to check ou t  the f ishing i o n  the local streams.
Suddenly w e  were moved t o  Egypt  where the
Battalion joined the Guards Brigade and saw its first
action in the capture o f  Fort Capuzzo just over the
border in Libya.

The Battalion was later pulled back and became the
'English' battalion in the 5th Indian Infantry Brigade.
There followed the defence o f  Point 204 which the
Battalion defended with so much gallantry. Jimmy
was taken prisoner, a situation which he did not much
like. H e  managed t o  escape w i th  a  f ew  others
spending some t ime  w i t h  the  Bedouins before
rejoining the Battalion. The Battalion then became
part of 8th Armoured Brigade. After El Alamein and
the advance t o  Tunis, during which Jimmy was
awarded a well deserved Military Cross. Jimmy took
part in the Anzio landings and the Italian campaign.

We did not meet again until the Battalion went to
Wuppertal after which we both retired. Jimmy and
Van retired to Hythe where he soon became a stalwart
of the local branch of the Regimental Association. He
also started selling second hand books to raise money
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institute. His final
illness prevented h im  f rom travelling t o  London



where the Duke o f  York was going say a personal
thank you to Jimmy for raising over £100,000.

MAJOR PETER CRITCHLEY MBE

N C Norris

At Peter's funeral Major Alan Peckham gave this
appreciation of Peter:

"Peter was first and foremost a soldier although it is
some 46 years since he retired from the Army. Not
only was he a soldier but a member of a distinguished
old Regiment, The Buffs. As well as various staff and
instructional appointments Peter was a  hard core
infantryman serving at the sharp end as a rifle platoon
commander, a company second in command and as a
company commander.

Our paths did not cross until 1956 in Germany. The
person who should be standing here talking about
Peter's distinguished war time service should be one
of those who served with him during the war years
and who had f i rs t  hand knowledge o f  his many
splendid characteristics u n d e r  a c t i v e  se rv i ce
conditions, but, sadly most o f  those officers have
passed away.

I think a comment that sums up Peter is one made to
me by an old Buffs Officer many years ago. He said
that when shot and shell were flying he liked to think
that God was by his side but i f  he was not available
for any reason he would settle for Peter Critchley.

Probably Peter's most outstanding characteristic was
that everyone in the Regiment not just liked him but
genuinely loved him. He was completely unselfish
and always ready to help anyone in any way. When
things got  tough he  never flapped and his calm
controlled approach was an inspiration to others.

Peter was i n  the T A  before the war and on the
outbreak of war joined The Buffs. He was firstly in
Ireland and then joined the Battalion i n  I taly and
fought with them northwards through Italy until the
crossing of the River Po where he was wounded. He
subsequently rejoined the Battalion in Trieste. From
there it was to Greece and then to Eritrea where Peter
was required to set up and train an Eritrean Police
Force which he did with his usual skill and efficiency
and he was awarded the MBE for his efforts.

Staff College followed and he  had a  spell as a
company commander at the Royal Military Academy,

Sandhurst before being posted back to The Buffs in
Germany. After that Peter returned to the U K  and
became Training Major o f  5th Battalion The Buffs
(TA) and i t  was from this appointment that peter
retired from the Army.

After leaving the Army Peter kept in close touch with
the Regiment through the Regimental Association and
in running the Dragon Club a responsibility which he
fulfilled splendidly f o r  many years w i t h  great
enthusiasm and .good humour.

I would like i f  I may to finish on a personal note. My
wife Fin°la and I had such a high regard for Peter that
we asked him if he would take on the job of Godfather
to our son Geoffrey when he was born some 45 years
ago. Peter consented to do this. A t  one time when
Geoff was about 7 years old Peter came to visit us.
Geoff was a little unclear about where Peter fitted in
to the overall scheme of things. He knew that school
boys referred to their elders as Sir. He also about
Grandfathers and vaguely about Godfathers. To
peter's great amusement Geoff addressed him as Sir
Grand God. You can't get much higher than that."

C/SGT DENIS (COBBER) CAIN

AP

Denis passed away peacefully on  Thursday 14th
October aged 76, after a short illness bravely bourne.
His son, Stephen, gave this tribute to his father at the
Requiem Mass held i n  Ramsey, Isle o f  Man on
October 21st 2004.

"Thank you all for coming, especially those of  you
from across the water, to pay your final respects to my
father Denis. This Requiem Mass is very much meant
to be a celebration of a full and active life packed with
incident and colour. Dad would not want you to be
'down in the mouth' -  that's a little dentist joke for
you - I am fully qualified.

Dad had many fine qualities not the least o f  which
was his sense o f  fairness, an early manifestation o f
which was when he ran away from home, at about the
age 8, to Sherwood Forest. The intention being to join
up with Robin Hood and help him to steal from the
rich and give to the poor. Amazingly he managed to
reach Sherwood Forest only to have his proposed life
as a  'merry man'  swi f t ly  curtailed b y  the local
constabulary - before he even got to meet Robin.
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If you had scratched away at the surface of  Dad,
underneath you would have found a soldier. After his
national service, he re-enlisted in The Buffs, The
Royal East Kent Regiment and enjoyed a meteoric
rise through the ranks to become the youngest colour
sergeant in the country at that time - his army record
makes quite exceptional reading. Dad left the Army
because he wanted me to  have a  more stable
education, who knows what he would have achieved
if he had stayed on.

After several years o f  hard study at Birmingham
University he obtained a degree in dentistry, and it is
lovely to see some of his old classmates from that
time here today. Ably supported by my hard working
mum, he established a first rate dental practice in
Manchester.

On retirement 17 years ago my parents came here to
the Island - the ancestral home of the Cains, where
Dad has enjoyed many happy times and has made
some very good friends. Al l  of  which he was very
grateful for.

Dad's interests and talents were wide ranging, he was
a true polymath. His intelligence and impressive
memory enabled him to talk with authority on a great
number of  subjects. Not many people achieve an
honours degree, in his case in the Humanities, at the
age of 67.

He was a great walker and never happier, than when
he was up on the fells with a pack on his back (usually
filled with a couple of cans of beer). Often by himself,
but many times enjoying the company of family and
friends as the miles slipped by. He has walked all over
this island and I  suspect there will be few native
Manxman who have explored it as thoroughly as he
has. He was especially pleased, to learn that his
grandson Christian, aged 31/2 has inherited his walking
legs having recently walked about 5 miles - the only
encouragement being the promise of  a trip to the
sweet shop at the end.

Dad's innate sense of duty, coupled with a genuine
concern and affection for others, has benefited all of
those around him. He has always looked after his
family, I should know, he has been a very generous
(in the broadest sense of the word) father to me. He
looked after his elderly parents in their final years,
and he brought his aging aunt and uncle to live here,
in the family home, when they were too old to look
after themselves - that was the sort of man he was.
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Outside of the family he was always ready to help
friends or strangers alike. He was a long serving
official o f  the Probus Club here in  Ramsey, an
institution dear to his heart, freely giving of his time
for the sake of the membership. In more recent years
he was also a  case worker fo r  SAAFA -  an
organisation helping ex-servicemen and women in
need. I  am sure that each of you here today will be
able to cite your own examples of his kindness and
help.

Dad taught me many things during our lives together
and for that I will be eternally grateful. He did have
one final lesson for me though - and that was 'how to
die'. He confronted, and that is the word to use when
referring to an odious affliction like cancer, his illness
with great courage and fortitude. H e  never
complained and he was never afraid - "what have I to
be afraid of?" he said to me on several occasions
during the last weeks of his life and he never wavered
from this stance.

Can I ask you to remember him, my mother Gisela
and the rest of his family, in your prayers and I may I
leave you with this traditional blessing whose
sentiments would most surely have struck a chord
with Dad:

"May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand."

LT. COL. WILLIAM (BILL) G. R. AMBROSE
We have been notified o f  the death o f  William
Gunning Russell Ambrose. B i l l  died o n  14th
September 2004.

HUBERT (BERT) DEACON
We have been advised of the death of Bert Deacon.
No other details are available.

BRIGADIER P. E. CROOK CBE DSO MA

Notification has just been received o f  the recent
passing o f  Brigadier Crook. A n  obituary wi l l  be
published in the next issue.



On Apri l  4th 1944, 4th Battalion The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent  Regiment took up  positions a t
Kohima t o  reinforce a  small garrison o f  untried
Indian troops o f  the Assam Regiment and Assam
Rifles and numbers of non-combatant Indian Troops.
Over the next 16 days the garrison withstood assault
after assault by thousands of  Japanese soldiers until
finally relieved on April 20t1, I944.During the defence
of Kohima Lance Corporal  John Harman was
awarded the Victoria Cross and the members of  4th
Battalion indelibly wrote their names and that of the
Regiment in the history of the British Army.

Les writes: "On 3rd April 2004, my wife. Edna, and I
met up with 40 other 'pilgrims' at Heathrow for a trip
to Burma and  I n d i a  w i t h  t h e  Br i t i sh  Leg ion
Remembrance Travel Organisation. 8 of the 40 were
Kohima veterans but I  was the only West Kent.

We were escorted by six British Legion personnel.
Arriving in Calcutta, we spent 3 days there before
flying to Dimapur and then on by coach to Kohima
where we spent a further 3 days.

On the 60th anniversary o f  the battle a  service o f
remembrance was held which was followed by  a
further service at Imphal. Both of  the services were
attended by representatives of the regiments who took
part in the battles and by a contingent of The Assam
Rifles.

RETURN TO KOHIMA
by Les Crouch

The Memorial at Kohima
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The services were intensely moving and i t  was a
wonderful experience to be able to pay our respects to
our fallen comrades.

Both Imphal and Kohima are now so built up it was
difficult t o  recognise anything especially after 60
years.

Leaving hriphal for New Dehli we managed a visit to
the Taj Mahal before returning home.

A truly memorable journey

Les &  Edna at the memorial at Kohima. Behind
are some of the contingent of The Assam Rifles
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This picture shows the remains of the D C's bungalow
and the tennis court the scene of some of the bloodiest
fighting during the battle.

Colonel Donald Easten M C  seen here w i th  the
Lord Lieutenant o f  Kent at the Veterans Lunch.
Colonel Easten w o n  h i s  M C  a t  Koh ima  a n d
commanded 'D '  Company (luring the siege
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rftw
The Kohima cemetery on the site of the Tennis Court

Les Crouch seen here with the Lord Lieutenant
of Kent at the Veteran's lunch

Peter Goodwin, a veteran of Kohima pictured with
the Lord Lieutenant. Peter, a Sgt at Kohima, had
served w i t h  t h e  4 t h  B n  i n  France 1940, t h e
Western Desert and El Alamein.



Les was called up on July
15th 1939 to do 6  months
training with 1st Mil i t ia at
Maidstone Barracks. O n
October 31st they were sent
to Axminster, Devon to join
4th Battalion The Queen's
Own R o y a l  W e s t  K e n t
Regiment. Les, a  civi l ian
carpenter, was duly posted
to the Pioneer Platoon i n

HQ Company. He stayed in
that platoon until his demob in November 1945.

Les

Each year the survivors of the 4th Battalion who took
part in the Battle for Kohima meet for a reunion lunch.
In Apr i l  o f  this year their reunion was held at the T h e  memorial to 80 of the Queen's Own Royal West
Boxley Road T A  Centre. That gallant band are K e n t  Regiment who were killed during the battle.
pictured below

4th Bn Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt's Kohima Veterans Reunion
Boxley Road TA Centre, April 2004

Back Row: Pte. J.J. Fisher, Pte. T.B. Jackson, Sgt. P.E. Goodwin, Pte. I.D. Daunt, Pte. W.J. Cook
Front Row: C/Sgt. J.A. Lock, Pte. L.J. Crouch, Major P.E. Watts MC, Col. D.F.Easten MC,

Major J. Winstanley MC, C/Sgt. J. Eves
(Sadly, Ivan Daunt, back row second from right, passed away in October 2004)
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Email: daviskgm@aol.com

Message: Can anyone remember Bil l  Truman served
with QOB 1964--1968 he went to Howe Bks and
served his time there this is urgent please email me i f
you have any details it is a British Legion enquiry.

Many thanks Keith Davis.

BILL TRUMAN

(Editor's note: I f  you want to contact Keith re the
above and do not have access to the internet please
contact me)

PERCY (WILLY) WILLIAMS

Email: joe@correa5601.fsnet.co.uk

Message: I  am trying to find the whereabouts o f  a
Percy (Wi l ly)  Will iams fo r  a  friend o f  mine that
served with him. My friends name is Ron Hills he did
his training in  Canterbury i n  1944, he was in  99
platoon and he served in Italy and Greece with the
1 st.Battalion he was in A company and than he went
into Q company, i f  anybody knows of him or where
he is Ron would love to be contacted, you can contact
me on my email address or call Ron on 0208-856-
8736.

Many thanks
Joe Correa

THE BARRACKS STURRY ROAD,
CANTERBURY.

Email: maureenryan2001@yahoo.com

Message: Can anyone help me please, by telling me
what was happening at  The Barracks, Canterbury,
Sturry Road, in 1901. I  have just found one of  my
Great Grandfathers sons, John Ryan aged 21 was
there, on the census page it looks as i f  it says Private
Soldiers, written down the side, there were 2246 other
soldiers there as well. My Great Grandfather Thomas
Ryan a t  this t ime was at  Chatham and Adjacent
Barracks with his family, I assume that this was just
before he went to India, where my Grandfather James
Simon Ryan was born i n  Bangalore. This family

FROM THE WEB SITE
www.the-queens-own-buffs.com
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history search is not proving easy, so i f  anyone has
information on either o f  there barracks, and what
regiments were there I would appreciate it.

Thank you.
Maureen Ryan

Reply from Mick Mills

The movements of the 2nd Battalion were as follows:

1866/7 Belfast
1868 Bristol
1869 Aldershot
1870/71 Shorncliffe
1872 Dover
1873 The Curragh
1874 Dublin
1875 Limerick
1876 Mullingar
1877 East London and Pietermaritzburg
1878 Pietermaritzburg
1879 Zulu War
1880/82 Singapore

I hope this helps, Mick

Response:

Thank you very much, you are a star!!

JAMES PATRICK RYAN

Email: shez201@hotmail.com

Message: I  want to find out more about my Fathers's
WWII Service, I know he served in the Buffs and was
taken prisoner. He was a prisoner of war in Posnan in
Poland. A  fr iend o f  mine was a t  Kew this last
weekend and found a list of POW's - the list states as
follows:-

8C 2776 Ryan J.P. 6288904 Buffs 23

I do not know what the numbers signify and perhaps
someone can help me here.

My Father was born on 23rd February 1912(?) (He
was very cagey about his age!) He was born i n



Carmarthen in West Wales but I  believe he enlisted
when he was working in Kent.

He was always very reticent about his was service but
I would love to find out more.

Many thanks.
Sherry M. Fowler

THE BUFFS, 3rd EAST KENT REGT, 1778-1799

Email: genealogist@sbcglobal.net

Message: I  am looking for information on this Regt.
My 4x great grandfather henry Wilkinson served as a
private i n  the Regt f rom 1778-1799. I  have his
discharge papers and it states that he was discharged
from St. Christophers in 1799 and released to Chelsea
Hospital. Major Richard (?) Blunt was commanding
the regiment, it also mentions General Thomas Hall.

My questions: Does anyone know where else this unit
served during the time period 1778-1799? Did they
serve in the Revolutionary War in America? Did they
serve the entire time in St. Christophers? Any extra
info about the unit during this time period is welcome.

Patty Hopkinson

Reply from The Editor:

Dear Patty,

Many thanks f o r  you r  message posted o n  o u r
Regimental Web Site. During the period 1778-1799
the Regiment served in Kinsale,Ireland, America from
1781-1790, Portsmouth 1790  some we re  then
employed as marines wi th  the fleet and then t o
Flanders. After a brief return to England in 1795 the
Regiment sailed for West Indies in several ships one
of which was wrecked off Dungeness without loss of
life only baggage. Arriving eventually in Barbados in
March 1796. Shortly after the Regiment, part o f  a
larger force, sailed for Grenada where in action on
25th March the Regiment lost 3 Officers and over 50
men killed or wounded. Thereafter the Regt. moved to
St. Vincent and in 1797 part of  the Regt. 6  Officers
and 165 men o f  the f lank companies moved t o
Trinidad. 1797 the Regt had detachments in Nevis,
Anguilla, Barbados, Demerara St. Lucia, St. Martin,
St Eustatius and St. Kitts. The 3rd of Foot (The Buffs)
set sail for Portsmouth in June 1802.

I hope this is o f  some use. I f  you let me have your
address, send it to the email given - do not put it on

the website, and I wil l  send you a recent copy of our
Regt. Journal which covers the action in Plattsburgh,
during the American War of Independence.

Best regards,
Peter White

Reply from Mick Mills:

Mick

JAMES TODD

Email: MazzaBrighton @aol.com

Message: Can anyone help me please? M y  Great
Uncle, James Todd, born Brighton 1870, was in the
East Kent Regiment. He is on the 1891 census as
being a  Lance Corporal stationed a t  S t  Mary,
Canterbury Barracks.

On the 1901 census he leaves a widow and a three
year old child both born in Ireland. Presumably he
married in Ireland as I can find no trace of a marriage
here. Although I could be wrong!!

My deductions are that he would have been in Ireland
prior to 1897.

Of course there are possibilities that he went AWOL.
Although my Grandmother (before my time) told my
elder cousins that her brother had died o f  dreadful
injuries in a battle. ( who knows where!)

Please can anyone tell me where he is likely to have
lost his life, and whether this has any connection with
Ireland. A l s o  where I  wou ld  be  l i ke ly  t o  f i nd
information on him. I have been to the PRO and found
nothing. I have reached a brick wall. Any help would
be very much appreciated.

Yours sincerely
Marian Devoy

It sounds like James was in the 2nd Battalion. They
moved to Athlone in 1893 and then Kilkenny between
May 1895 and August 1898 when they returned to
England.

The main body of the Bn embarked for South Africa
on 22 Dec 1899 on SS Gaika. They was much fighting
in the Boer Wars where maybe he suffered h is
injuries. The  1st  B n  were i n  India/Afghanistan
between 1887 and 1899 when they returned t o
Kamptee.
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Response:

Many thanks for  all the info on James Todd. I
suspected the Boer War but couldn't work out how he
came to be in Ireland i f  he was in S.A. Is there
anywhere that I can find out about him in the Boer
War and are there any records of his death?

Regards Marian

Reply from Mick Mills:

Message: I've found a Colour Sergeant .1 Todd 2261,
who was killed in action at Paardeberg on 18/2/1900
along with another man. Captain AD Geddes and 15
others were injured.

I can also confirm that Todd was part of that party that
left for SA on 22/12/1899. He was one of 7 Colour
Sergeants who embarked with the bn. Interestingly, of
those 7, 4 of them served as officers during WW1.

Geddes went on to become the commanding officer of
the 2nd Battalion of the Buffs during WW1. During
the first German gas attack in April 1915, he brought
a number of battalions together and advanced to plug
a hole in the defences vacated by fleeing French
colonials. Geddes' Force saved the day but he was
killed by a stray shell that hit his dugout.

Mick

C/Sgt JOHN WRIGHT

Email: jay.wright@lineone.net

Message: I  am trying get a bit of history of my late
fatherC/Sgt John Wright 140032310 Following the
death o f  my mother when we were stationed in
Germany in 1959 he left the regiment. Does anyone
out there remember h im  o r  the family, any
information would be very gratefully received.

Regards William John Wright.

(Editor's note: I f  you want to contact William re: the
above and do not have access to internet please
contact me)

MOUNT KILIMANJARO 1961:

Email: woody3oyster@hotmail.com

Message: I was a member of the Regiment from 1960-
1962 and in a party of squaddies that attempted to
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Climb Mount Kilimanjaro just before Tanganika
became Tanzania in 1961. The Trip was organised by
a Captain Williams. I Cannot trace any record of those
that were successful. Me and Dave Boxall were and
are still curious

Bob Wood (Chippy)

Reply from Pete Fretter
autolinedevon@aol.com

Message: Hello Bob I was in the Signal Platoon at the
time and did all the training for Kilimanjaro but got
called away for flood relief and never did get to do the
climb, something I  have always regretted, still I
suppose it was a nobler cause.

(Editor's note: I f  you want to contact Chippy re: the
above and do not have access to the internet please
contact me)

ALAN ALBERT HENRY MUNDAY

Email: ant@frankwise.oxon.sch.uk

I am desperately seeking information about my late
Grandfather A.A.H Munday who I am led to believe
served for the Kent Buffs during the 2nd World War.
It is a huge pity that our family simply doesn't have
any details of his courageous efforts which enable us
to live such fantastic lives these days. I am especially
proud of my Grandfather for his efforts and would
love to find out more so that I can help to keep his
memory alive. Please help i f  you have any
information,

Kind regards,
Anthony Munday.

(Editor's note: I f  anyone remembers Alan Munday
and you want to contact Anthony and do not have
access to internet please contact me)

KEVIN COXHILL

Message: I  have been trying to find my father his
name is Kelvin Coxhill he was born in April 1942 and
was in the Queen's Own Buffs and was stationed in
Guyana, South America from 1964 to 1965. My father
was never known to me. All I have are photos of him
I would really like to find him. My mother's maiden
name was Norma Elene Burgess she was born on Feb
4th 1942 in Guyana South America. That's all the



information I have to go on. Anyone Out with with any
info please contact me at my email address many
thanks.

( I f  anyone does have any information re the above
please contact t he  Ed i t o r  BEFORE contacting
Marcelle)

C/Sgt JACOB WHEELER. 3d BUFFS 1859.

Email: badwashy@supanet.com

I found my father last year...so now my mission is to
find my ancestors...oh what joy!.

I f  anyone can guide me to the location o f  Jacob's
records etc I  would be very grateful. Jacob married
Elizabeth before 1840. He had a daughter born in
INDIA called Rebecca (20/12/1839).

Rebecca was my great-great-grandma.

Please help...I really want to find his "resting-place"
so I can pay my respects.

Thank you
Gemma Washbrook

Reply from Mick Mills:

Are you sure of the date ?

The Regimental History notes that a Colour Sergeant
J Wheeler was ki l led at  the Battle o f  Punniar in
December 1843. I t  seems too much of a coincidence
that two Colour Sergeant J Wheelers were serving
during the same era. I f  it's the same man, you've got
a long journey to visit his grave!

Mick Mills

CHIPPERTON'S 1875

Email: alisonpage74@hotmai1.com

Message: I  know that an ancestor of mine Frederick
Chipperton enlisted in the BUFFs in 1875. Although I
know little about him it is his brother that I am trying
to trace. Charles Chipperton was Frederick's next of
kin in 1875 but does not appear on the 1881 census. I
think there is a good possibility that he too may have
joined up. Is there any way that I can find out online
or off?

Thanks for any advice, Alison

Reply from Mick Mills: I 'm not aware of any online
resources for  the Buffs during that period, but I 'm
pretty sure that attestation papers wil l  be available at
the National Archives. There may also be some
records at the National Army Museum who hold the
Buffs archives.

Mick Mills

ERNEST LATTER

Email: sa.latter@ntlworld.com

Message: H a v e  j u s t  started research i n t o  m y
Grandfather Ernest Latter born 1892 and served in the
Royal West Kent Regt (5014) during WW1. I  would
like know how to  go about finding out  where i n
France, i f  indeed it was France, he served during the
war a l l  I  know h e  survived. H e  was born i n
Wateringbury

Many thanks,
Steve Latter Replies:

Reply from Mick Mills::

Steve

Your grandfather certainly served in the Great War
with the West Kents. He had service numbers G/5014
and GS/5014.

You can download his medal index card from the
National A r c h i v e s  w e b s i t e  f o r  0 . 5 0 .
http ://www.documentsonline.nationalarchives.gov.uk
/details. This wil l  tell you the date he embarked and
the theatre of war he first entered. This is assuming he
went overseas before the end o f  1915. I f  i t  was in
1916 or later there will be no date or theatre.

Your next step will be to visit the National Archives
and look up his medal roll. This will additionally tell
you wh i ch  Battal ion h e  served i n .  W i t h  t h i s
information you wil l  be able to tell where he fought
by reading the battalion war diaries, also at the NA.

There is also the chance (20-30%) that his service
record survives and i f  it is you wil l  be able to view it
on microfilm at the NA. His service record will reveal
a varying amount o f  info depending on what has
survived.

Mick Mills.
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NEW ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

Mr. J E J Briggs RWK's/Q0B's 59-63

Mr. F. Langworthy REME 62-86

Mr. M C Pullinger Q0B's 61-73

Mr J Stanley 5th Buffs TA 60

Mr W J Spice RAF
Mr. A F Webb

Lt. Col G Dineley TD
Mr. D Wallis

Mr. R J England RAF

Mr. J D Marshall 1 Queen's 71-76

Mr. R J Davenport 5 Queen's 83-92

Mr H Turner RAMC attached 1 Buffs (Kenya)

RESEARCH BRIEF

The following addresses may be of use should you
wish to research any service records:

All Ranks whose service ended 1921 or up to 1997
Army Personnel Centre, Historic Disclosures

Kentigern House, 65 Brown Street, Glasgow G2
8EX

Tel: 0141 224 3303/2023,
Email: apcse,c@dial.pipex.com

All Ranks whose service ended before 1921
Public Records Office, Ruskin Avenue,

Kew TW19 4DU
Tel: 0208 876 3444 Email: enquiry@pro.gov.uk.

Other useful addresses will be published in the future

COMMEMORATION OF THE 60TH
ANNIVERSARY OF

THE END OF WORLD WAR II

There w i l l  b e  a n  M O D  sponsored event t o
commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Second

NOTICE BOARD
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World War II in London on 10th July 2005. This will
be a service of commemoration, which will take place
on Horse Guard Parade. Coinciding with this event
will be a privately funded lunch. This will be held
near Chelsea Hospital immediately prior to the service
on Horse Guards Parade. I t  is planned that guests at
the lunch will be able to watch the subsequent service
on large screens. I t  is envisaged that this wil l  be the
last government funded state commemoration of the
end of WWII. The date chosen is approximately mid
point between Victory in Europe (VE) and Victory in
Japan (VJ) Day.

A large number of the tickets for the events will be
allocated to WWII Veterans under set criteria, which
will endeavour to include WWII representative from
as many ex-Service veterans organisations as
possible. It is primarily a veteran orientated event but
wives wi l l  be able to  accompany depending on
demand. Veterans will of course be given priority.

At this stage we require to know how many of our
Regiment's World War II  Veterans who would be
interested in attending the Commemoration of  the
60th Anniversary in  London on 10th July 2005.
Names of  any veteran and any wives interested in
attending should be sent to RHO by 30th November
2004 or telephone Major Bradley on 01227 818052.

FRIENDS OF THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM -
DOVER CASTLE

The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment & Queens
Regiment,

The Friends of PWRR & Queen's Regiment Museum
are planning their Programme for 2005. In order to get
an estimation of interest could you please let us know
by 10 January 2005 which of the following function
you, your family and friends would be interested in
attending:

Event No. 1 2 7  April 2005

Annual Talk and Buffet evening at Leros Barracks,
Canterbury "mainly military music with flowers".
Talk with music by L t  Col Les Wilson and The
Kohima Band. Flowers by Janice Luck and auctioned



with Regimental sheet music b y  Ma jo r  Graham
Turner.

Event No. 2 2 / 3  July 2005

"The Spir i t  o f  the Regiment" museum weekend
'Veterans Reunited' A n n i v e r s a r y  VE. VJ event at
Dover Castle. I f  you know of any 2WW veterans who
served in our regiments, please let them know.

Event No. 3 5  August 2005

Social evening in  Regimental Cricket Tent during
Canterbury Cricket Festival.

I f  you are interested in attending any o f  the above
events, o r  wish t o  know h o w  you can become
a"Friend o f  the Museum" please contact Brenda
Hunter -  Secretary, RHQ, The Princes o f  Wales's
Royal Regiment. Howe Barracks, Canterbury, Kent,
CT1 LIY. Tel: 01227 818058

ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE

Canterbury Branch are holding their Annual Carol
Service this year on Sunday 21st December 2004 at
the Franciscan Study Centre, Giles Lane, Canterbury.
The service w i l l  commence a t  2 .30pm w i t h
refreshments a f t e r  t h e  serv ice.  PA R K I N G  IS
AVAILABLE.

Although this is a Canterbury Branch event, over past
years i t  has become a very important and popular
event i n  the Association calender and Association
members from all over the country attend and it is also
well supported by our branches.

It is great way to start the festive season and to see old
comrades and friends again and spend some time
together. ALL ARE WELCOME.

This year  the service i s  organised b y  George
Croxford, Vice Chairman of Canterbury Branch and it
would help i f  George had some idea of numbers for
refreshments etc. So i f  you can attend please drop
George a line at 49 Fitzroy Road, Tankerton, CT5
2LF or give him a ring on 01227 265113.

I f  this year's service is well attended it will take place
again next year and so on.

SO PLEASE SUPPORT CANTERBURY BRANCH

ASSOCIATION CHRISTMAS
CARDS

The response to the Order Form. inserted in the last
issue has been really good. As a result of that interest
a further supply o f  cards has been ordered and they
are now ready for distribution.

The cards are sold in packs of 10 at a cost of £5.20 per
pack including postage (UK) and packing. For orders
from overseas the price is £6.20 including postage and
packing. Order forms, with a  cheque made out to
Queen's Own Buffs Gen Account, should be sent to
the Editor:

Sgt. MILES JOHN STERRY,
D.C.M., M.M. & Bar

DON'T DELAY,  ORDER TODAY

7th Battalion
Royal West Kent Regiment

by Mrs Jo Carter

Miles Sterry was born on
the Oth March 1885 a t
Plump H i l l ,  Cinderford,
Gloucestershire, t h e
eldest c h i l d  o f  J o h n
Sterry, a  m i n e r  a n d
Elizabeth Phipps, bo th
from the Forest o f  Dean.
The f a m i l y  moved  t o

Cinderford where Miles was educated at Double View
School (now the Heywood Community School) and
where he completed his education in 1899.

On Christmas Day 1909 Miles Sterry married Ethel
Moore at the Baptist Chapel in  Abersachan. South
Wales. Miles and Ethel had three children, 2 sons and
a daughter born between 1910 and 1914. During this
period the family resided in Sebert Street, Gloucester.
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Between 1909 and 1916 when he was called up, Miles
was employed a s  a  traveller b y  R .  Scoon, a
Gentleman's Outfitter o f  Park Road, Gloucester. A
contemporary photograph of  Miles, who was 5 ft 31/2
ins tall and weighed 120 lbs on enlistment, suggests
he was an excellent advertisement for his employer's
business.

Miles Sterry was enlisted in to  the 4 th  Reserve
Battalion of the Gloucester Regiment in July 1916. He
was posted to France in December 1916, where he
joined the base depot at Rouen. Between then and
January 1918 he served at Ypres (13th Battalion),
Arras with the 14th (Bantam) Battalion, which is not
surprising g iven h i s  height  a n d  weight.  A f t e r
returning from leave in February 1918 he was posted
to the 12th Entrenching Battalion. None o f  these
postings provided any clue to  the leadership and
bravery that Mi les Sterry was t o  display i n  the
following months.

In Apri l  1918 Miles Sterry was attached to the 7th
Battalion of the Royal West Kents and appointed paid
Acting Corporal in June 1918. He was posted back to
the 12th Battalion of the Gloucester Regiment in July
1918 and was finally transferred to the 7th Battalion
Royal West Kent Regiment i n  August 1918, just
before the 12th Battalion of the Gloucester Regiment
departed fo r  Italy. On  rejoining the 7th Battalion
R.W.K., Miles was appointed unpaid Lance Sergeant
and promoted Sergeant on 10th October, 1918.

It was during this period, August to October 1918 that
Sgt. Sterry was awarded the Military Medal and Bar
and the Distinguished Conduct Medal. The award o f
the M.M. is recorded in the Battalion War Diary 4th
October 1918 and the bar to the M.M. is recorded in
the War Diary for early November, which also records
that Sgt. Sterry died o f  his wounds on  the 27th
October 1918.

As there are no citations or comments in the relevant
Battalion War  diaries, i t  has not been possible to
identify the acts o f  bravery which led to Sgt. Sterry
being awarded the M.M. and Bar. However, the action
for which Sgt. Sterry was awarded the D.C.M. is
described in the following citation that appeared in the
London Gazette on 2nd December 1919.

21501 Sgt. M.J. Sterry, MM., 7th Bn., R.W.Kent R.
(LG 2 Dec. 1919)
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"During the operations on 23rd October, 1918, east
of Le Cateau, he displayed conspicuous gallantry in
the attack, and handled his platoon with marked
leadership. His coolness under heavy machine gun
fire was /nom encouraging to the men, and when the
objective was reached he went forward and cleared
the ground o f  enemy snipers. He again showed
conspicuous gallantry in a subsequent attack east of
Bousies, and although wounded he continued to lead
his platoon until the objective was reached and the
line organised."

There is a slight discrepancy concerning the date on
which Sgt. Steffy was wounded. The citation quoted
23rd October 1918, whereas his personnel record
quoted 26th October 1918. Sgt. Sterry died of wounds
on 27th October 1918.

It is thought that the fatal wounds sustained by Sgt.
Sterry occurred when he was hit by shell splinters as
he was being transferred to the rear on a stretcher. It
is believed that the stretcher bearers were killed in the
incident.

Thus ended the l i fe o f  this very brave, small and
lightly built soldier, aged 33, who served for nearly
two years in France. But who in the last 10 weeks of
his life won the D.C.M. and M.M. &  Bar. A  truly
remarkable feat, that may be unequalled by any other
British Army NCO who served in  the Great War.
Sadly Sgt. Sterry died before he was aware that he had
been awarded a bar to his M.M. and the D.C.M.

21501 Sgt. Miles Sterry D.C.M., M.M.  &  Bar is
buried at Delsaux Farm Cemetery, near the village of
Beugny, 9 kilometres south-west of  Cambrai on the
RN 30 Baupaume - Cambrai road. There are over 500
1914-1918 war casualties commemorated on this site.

Sgt. Sterry's name is also commemorated on the
Cindetford War Memorial, although the Bar to his
M.M. is not recorded. His name also appears on the
Men of Gloucester Memorial in Gloucester and on the
Double View School 1914-1918 Memorial plaque.
This plaque now hangs in a corridor at Heywood
Community School, Cinderford, Gloucestershire.



TURNING THE PAGE

May-October 2004

On May 19th 2004 the page was turned by Lt. Colonel E L C Ed'mann OBE MC, the last commanding
officer of 1st Bn. The Buffs in the long history of that regiment.

IA. Col. Edlmann OBE MC, centre, flanked by
IA Col. West 0I3E and IA. Col. Boucher
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Lt. Col. EdImann turning the page

4

L/R: Lt. Col Boucher, Sidney Pullman, Frank Hills, Major Tennant, Sammy Supple, Mickey Ralph,
Lt. Col. Edlmann OBE MC, Bill Adams, Ray Cox, Colonel Bishop OBE DL, "Mo"  Mace (Col Edlmann's

driver in Aden) L t  Col West OBE, Dennis Mills, John Phillips and Major Poulsen
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Each year London Buffs visit Canterbury as a branch to  'Tu rn  the Page'. Tuesday May 4th 2004, was the 46th
anniversary of the death of Private Keith (Ginger) Marsh, 1 Platoon, 'A '  Company, 1st Bn. The Buffs, who (lied from
wounds suffered during the assault on the Jebel Jihaf, Western Aden Protectorate in 1958. The page was turned by
Ray Cox who was one of  the pall bearers at Keith's funeral and a wreath was laid by Major  R T P Williams who
coammanded 1 Platoon on the day. Several of those who attended the ceremony took part in that action.

Ray Cox 'Turning the Page'
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Charlie Watts, ex 2nd Bn The Buffs, 'Turning
the Page' on Wednesday 2nd June
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Major J o h n  B a r r e l '  O B E  seen h e r e  a t  t h e
Warrior's Chapel on the 50th anniversary of  his
joining the regiment

54

Major Williams laying the wreath in
remembrance of Keith Marsh.

On Thursday 15th July the page was turned by Colonel
Jacobsen, Chief  of  Staff to HN1 Queen Margrethe o f
Denmark. Col .  Jacobsen is  p i c t u r e d  here w i th  the
standards o f  Ramsgate B r a n c h  ( J o h n  Ph i l l i ps ) ,
Canterbury B r a n c h  ( C o l i n  S m i t h )  a n d  D e n m a r k
Branch (Maurice Samson).

Colonel Jacobsen 'Turning the Page'



Christopher H. Booth, Co-chairman
Battle of Plattsburgh Commemoration Committee

USA

Thanks so much for the Buffs plaque which I
received a short time ago. I t  was a total and
pleasant surprise to open the package which
also included the August 2003 and December
2003 editions o f  The Journal. The magazines
were of great interest, especially the before and
after articles by Roy Carter about the visit he
and Jo  made t o  ou r  Battle o f  Plattsburgh
Commemoration last  September. I t  was a
special t reat  f o r  u s  t o  have t he  Cater 's
participate i n  the activities presented. They
seemed to have a delightful time and we were
pleased to have them in our midst.

The plaque is handsome and will find its way to
the wall of the Battle of Plattsburgh interpretive
centre which is currently being developed in its
new home on the former Plattsburgh Air  Force
Base.

Again, I  thank you on behalf of the Battle of
Plattsburgh Commemoration Committee for the
gifts. It was our honour to have the Cater's here
to represent the Buffs  and t o  give proper
recognition to  the members o f  the regiment
who fought here almost two hundred years ago.
We are pleased that it was the last time that our
soil was invaded by a foreign military force,
and that since that time we have been fast
friends and allies for nearly 200 years. May it
always be that way.

Sincerely,
Christopher

Upmeads
Stoke St. Mary

Taunton, Somerset TA3 5BY

I hope you can find space in the Journal for me
to thank those fe l low Buffs  who  came t o
witness me 'Turning the Page' in  Canterbury
Cathedral. Their attendance came as a complete
surprise and really 'made' my day, - one which
I had long wanted to achieve ever since those

WRITE TO REPLY

morning parades, long ago, at the Depot when
the smartest recruit on parade each day was
selected to march off  alone to the Cathedral to
turn the page in The Warrior's Chapel.
To all of  you who joined me on 19th May my
warmest thanks and very best wishes. I  only
regret that I was not able to talk more with each
of you at the time.

Yours very sincerely
Ernest Edlmann

,

I have just been given a copy o f  the Journal
from friends in  the Sandwich Branch o f  the
Regimental Association. On page 22 is a group
photo of Warrant Officers and Sergeants of 1st
Bn. the Buffs taken at Shorncliffe in 1961. On
the front row, 2nd from the left is my brother
Bill Histed, known as "Pop". The army was his
life and he finished his service as an RSM. His
father served in The Buffs for 15 years.

Pop died in 1985 and I just wanted to thank you
for publishing that  photo wh ich  w e  w i l l
treasure.

cr
_-"ete-P

Yours sincerely
Audrey Hanaghan.

57 Peak Drive
Eastry, Sandwich
Kent CT13 ODZ

(Audrey, many thanks for your letter, I  knew and
served with Pop, he was a great soldier. The Editor)

"Poppies", Chapel Lane
West Wittering, Nr Chichester

West Sussex P020 8JG
Tel: 01243 514710

My husband, 22650183 Pte. "Alb ie"  Jays is
trying to find his friend 22686439 Pte. "Bob"
Meager who was his No. 2 on the bren gun in
Malaya in 1952-54. Bob was from the Deptford
area & he played football for Deptford too. He
would be about 70 years old now and knew my
husband as "Flu" short for Jeyes Fluid.
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Over the past few years five of the "boys" from
12 Platoon of the Royal West Kents have got
together with their wives and have even been
on holiday together, but Bob is the missing link.
Please can you help us find him.

Yours sincerely
Thelma Jays.

(Thelma many thanks for your letter, we will do our
very best and would like to know if you do find Bob. I f
anyone out there can help please give Thelma a ring.
The Editor)

r  • '

Mr. D. W. Allen
53 Dales Road

Ipswich, Suffolk
IPI 4JE

01473 747363

My father, William Frederick Allen, served in
2nd Bn. The Buffs in North Africa and died of
wounds on 30th September 1942 when the
battalion was in the Munassib Depression. I
have only recently felt able to make enquiries
about his death and try to find out how he
actually died.
My wife and I  have contacted everyone who
might help us and have just been told of your
Association. I have been advised by Mr. Hall,
the Local Studies Librarian at Canterbury that I
might be able to trace some of my father's old
comrades through The Journal.

Yours sincerely
D W Allen.

(Any veterans of 2nd Bn in North Africa out there that
knew William, most likely called Bill, please contact
Mr. Allen direct or through me. The Editor)

((-(//'4.

Cathy Scaife
5216 Soucie Ave.

Terrace, B.C.
Canada

V8G4X8

I am writing this letter to express my gratitude
for the kindness, time and energy that one of
your members, Michael Mills, has extended to

Autumn 2004 5 6

me. I was having very little luck in researching
information about my Great Grand Uncle. He
was Lt. Kenneth Rowley Forde. 3rd The Buffs
(East Kent Rgt), who died on Friday 23rd of
July 1915, age 28, son of Canon Forde. LI— D..
and Mrs. Forde o f  18 Salisbury Terrace,
Portrush, Co. Antrim. He is buried in Dranouter
Churchyard, Heuvelland. West Vlaanderen,
Belgium.
Michael contacted me after reading my request
for information o n  y o u r  Regimental
Association Web Site and has since, at his own
expense, sent me a CD containing the images of
Kenneth's service record. I thank you Michael
and the Queen's Own Buffs Regimental
Association. Without your assistance, the
memory of many of these soldiers who fought
for our freedom and rights would be lost.

Sincerest Regards.
Cathy Scaife

(One has only to look at the message board of our web
site, www.the-queens-own-buffs.com to see how much
work Michael does. Many thanks from us all Mick.
The Editor.)

(r-cA,4

Please find EIO for subs etc.

Mr. E. Pope
4 Staplehurst Road Sittingbourne,

Kent
MEI° 2KW

You should be aware of the possible contact
made with you by Mr. Danny Nickson about
the railway carriage he is hoping to keep in this
country as a museum.
Last summer he advertised i n  The Kent
Messenger for help in his project to save the
MEDLOC troop train.

During the 2nd World War I was on leave from
Italy and due to go back when Victory over
Japan was announced, meaning that our
country was at last officially neutral again. I
was re routed from Liverpool to Newhaven
thence Calais to join the MEDLOC train on its
first trip. You wi l l  appreciate the welcome
given us especially in Switzerland, something I
will never forget. I sent a donation and received



it back with a bundle of  papers listing the the
history of  the train and many of  the units that
used it.Danny was not too hopeful as from the
many large firms he had got little response. As
I seemed to be the only Sittingboume member
to have used the train I asked the Rev. Bernard
Foulger t o  take the  papers t o  the Royal
Engineers Association from where he is now
trying to retrieve them.

Back to the train. A National Brewery has it at
one of their pubs and can no longer keep it. At
least one European country is bidding for it,
Austria I  think, for after a brief period on the
Italian run it  spent many years in that country
ferrying troops and their families to and from
the U.K. where it earned the affectionate title of
The Blighty Train.

If any of our readers would like to assist in any
way please contact Mr. D. Nickson 2 Wheeler
Av. Oxted Surrey RH8 9LE
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Yours Sincerely
Dave Pope

Maesgiiynne Mansion
Liangain

Carmarthen
Carms 5A335AL

My mother and I  travelled to Tunisia a while
ago to visit the grave of  my mother's brother
who was killed during the second world war
and who is buried at Enfidavile War Cemetery,
near Sousse. Whilst in Tunisia for two weeks,
we took a one day trip to Tunis and asked the
driver, whom we had for the day, i f  he would
take us  Medjez e l  Bab (which was a  fa i r
distance out  o f  the capital) t o  see the war
cemetery. W e  had details o f  our  fr iend's
brother who was buried here and therefore
wanted to take some photographs for her.

I also took three other photographs o f  graves
that were alongside the one we wanted to see.
These were of-

E LT.  Harrison - Sergeant - 6287759 -
The Buffs

24th April 1943 - age 20.
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As these photographs are obviously of no use to
me and are nice and clear ones, I would be very
pleased to  pass them over to  any surviving
relatives o f  the above i f  I  was able to trace
them. Ism sure they would be grateful to receive
a photograph of  a loved one's grave being so
far away as maybe some of  these people have
and wil l  not be as fortunate as us in being able
to make such a visit.

As the British Legion were unable to help me
and therefore gave me your address, I would be
grateful i f  you could help me in any way to
trace any relatives of  the above.

,er? r  / W i t  4

L.W.H. Smith - Private - 6287727-
The Buffs

3rd March 1943 - age 23.

L W Staneham - Private - 6296150-
The Buffs -

12th December 1942 - age 31.

Yours faithfully
Mrs M. Davies

Best regards,
Frank Broomhead

41 Hedingham Way
Mickleover, Derby

DE3 ONX
Tel: 01332 518039

May I  use the columns o f  The Journal t o
contact any ex members of  1st. 13n. The Buffs
who served in Greece between 1946 and 47. I
was a  REME vehicle mechanic w h o  was
attached to The Buffs for 2 years. I joined them
in Kilkis and were with them subsequently in
Salonika and Athens. Whilst at Athens I  was
attached to 'S' Company at Phaliron Bay about
10 miles away from the main unit.

It would be nice to go back to have a look
around but I  guess it wil l  have changed and I
suppose I would be disappointed after so long,
so maybe I  wil l  have to settle for views from
the Olympics.
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For some years m y  w i fe  and I  have been
visiting t h e  grave o f  202571 Pr ivate H .
Reynolds, East Kent Regiment, who died on
4th May 1917 aged 21. He is buried alongside a
comrade Private W. H. Bland o f  the KOYLI
who died on the same day.

The graves are in a very picturesque village,
Bormes Les Mimosa, which i s  some miles
away from the coast and Port of Le Lanandou
in the South of  France. Can anyone shed any
light on how he came to be in the South o f
France during the First World War and how he
died. Why were they buried in the hills some
miles from the coast?

I f  anyone can help w i th  answers t o  these
questions we would delighted to  hear from
them.

K. Black.

(ltrw(4 ( / '

(this letter was originally addressed to Henry Delo)

I w ish t o  become a  member o f  the Regt
Association (Life Membership) and enclose a
Sterling cheque. I t  so  happened that  th is
morning m y  daughter suggested she might
probe the Internet for information about The
Buffs, my wife and I not yet owning a computer
at present.

Very soon Penelope had quite a helpful amount
of information, such as Lt.Col. Rufus Parry MC
Commanding 2  B n  The Buffs i n  Iraq and
Persia, and in Burma, 1943 -1945.

It would give me great pleasure to know his
address, or how to contact him in order that I
night send him a  copy o f  my 'Diary o f  an
Infantry Officer' -one of which I enclose for the
benefit o f  the Association. This Diary i s  a
straightforward account o f  my time in World
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8 Robin Hood Way
Clifton, West Yorks

HD6 4LA

Godfrey How
29 Agra Crescent

Khandallah
Wellington 6004 New Zealand
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War 2 and I would like to make it available to
anyone who would like to read i t  -especially
relatives of soldiers who did not return. I  was a
Platoon Commander. Through the care o f  an
Aunt who gave me a Moffat Translation of the
New Testament for  Christmas 1939, which I
carried in my shirt pocket, I  was wounded but
not killed in Burma.

My wife and I first returned to Britain in 1988
and went straight to Canterbury Cathedral to
remember my  friends who  were ki l led, o f
which there were a great number -Colin Sharpe,
Ken M u n r o ,  W i l l i e  Jackson ,  R o n n i e
Mackintosh and so many others- at the
crossing of  the Shweli River January 1945 to
February.

The Burma Star Association has gone into
recess in New Zealand; I  have no contact here
with wartime friends.

(Many thanks for your letter Godfrey. I f  any of  our
readers knew Godfrey in Burma then please contact
him. The Editor)

r  /
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Yours sincerely
Godfrey How

Greystones, 60 Valley Terrace
Howden-le-Wear, Crook
Co. Durham, DL15 8EP

Telephone: (01388) 762292
E-mail: JDNorton77@aol.com

I am writing to ask if anyone who served with 4
RWK during the war remembers Private Bert
Wheeler. His daughter, Mrs Hancock, went on
a recent pilgrimage to Kohima to see where her
late father was a medical orderly during the
siege. There she met a local friend o f  mine,
another Burma veteran, who told her I might be
able to put her in touch with her father's former
comrades, as I had later served in the Queen's
Own.

Mrs Hancock subsequently sen t  m e  t h e
following outline of Bert Wheeler's service that
she gleaned f r o m  tape recordings i n  the
Imperial War Museum made by her father. She
would be really grateful to hear from anyone
who has any memories of her father. As she and



her husband live and work in the United Arab
Emirates, I  would be delighted to pass on any
information anyone can give. Bu t  i f  anyone
wishes to make more direct contact with her
they can do so through her husband's e-mail
address: howard@enoc.com).

In mid-September 1941 Be r t  Wheeler was
called up and reported to Chichester for initial
infantry training. Posted to a rifle company, he
did coastal defence duties at Herne Bay until
February 1942,  when  h e  w a s  posted t o
Caterham for final training. On 26 May 1942 he
embarked for service overseas, and on 29 May
his vessel joined a convoy off Ireland and sailed
to Egypt. At Suez, he became a stretcher bearer.
Following the Battle o f  Alamein in  October
1942, 4th Royal Sussex were disbanded, and
Bert Whee le r  j o i n e d  4  R W K  between
Alexandria and Alamein as a stretcher bearer.
He went to Iraq with 4 RWK, then to Bombay,
Calcutta and Ranchi. After that he went to the
Arakan via Cox's Bazaar and into action with 7
Div at "The Tunnels". He went to Kohima via
Dimapur by train with bren gun carriers as a
medical orderly. ("At Kohima or Imphal Bertie
Guilford went on patrol in place of Dad as Dad
was ill; Bertie Guilford never returned and Dad
never forgot this.") In early April 1944 he was
allocated to C [1] Company at Kohima. On the
eighth day; he was wounded when he was with
another medical orderly and a batman who was
killed. He was evacuated to a dry chaung (river)
then to Dimapur in a convoy o f  ambulances.
When the Battalion regrouped and moved to
Rangoon he  guarded the  prison there. I n
June/July 1944, he went on leave and stayed
with a Mrs Ledby, an Englishwoman married to
an Indian - possibly at Missorie. In November
1945 he left Rangoon bound for Southampton
via Capetown o n  the Durban Castle From
Southampton he went by train to Gravesend
and paraded through t h e  t o w n .  D u r i n g
November he d i d  mine clearing 2 0  miles
outside N o r w i c h .  H e  w a s  even tua l l y
demobilised a t  G u i l d f o r d  Bar racks  i n
December 1945.

Mrs Hancock would be delighted to hear from
anyone who was with 4 RWK at the same time
as her father.

Yours sincerely,
John Norton
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Please f i n d  enclosed a  cheque f o r  m y
subscription, any surplus please put into funds.
May I suggest that a regular insertion is put in
the Journal as to the correct formula regarding
subs. I  am sure I  cannot be the only one who
forgets.

I must say how much I  enjoy reading the
Journal. I  see in No. 8 issue that my old buddy
Frank H i l l s  i s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  contac t
Jacko(page44). I hope he is successful with his
quest. We all had some good times together. On
page 18 the Lance Corporal behind anchor man
Major Cox is me and the person at his left
shoulder is Drummer Rowe. The lads sitting
were all Orderly Room Staff.

r  • (
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Yours sincerely
F Smith

Mr J  Smith
The Annexe, Ditton Farm

Brook Street, Woodchurch,
Ashford, Kent

Rev. Vernon Collins, OAM JP
PO Box 1242, Frankston
Victoria, 3199, Australia

Through the columns of The Journal could I ask
i f  anyone remembers m y  brother, Bernard
Collins. He served in The Buffs in France and
Germany and was a POW in Stalag 1VB. His
service number was, I think, 6286760.

Also does anyone remember serving with me in
Hong Kong 1947-1949. I  was a clerk in the
orderly Room i n  H Q  Company and also a
soccer referee. I f  they would like to drop me a
line I would be delighted to hear from them.

I look forward to receiving The Journal very
much and I know others feel the same way.

Sincerely.
Vernon
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Well that is that for another year and once again
Christmas is fast approaching with all that entails- too
much food, bicarbonate of soda, too much booze,
Alkaseltzer etc etc. Once the celebrations are over we
will be embarking in 2005 on the 60th Anniversary
year of the end of World War 11. There will be many
events taking place so please get out your diaries and
make a note of the two following dates;

CANTERBURY REUNION AUGUST 7TH 2005

MAIDSTONE REUNION SEPTEMBER 11TH 2005

Each year sadly more Regimental Associations, due
to lack of members and declining interest, decide it is
time to fold. Our Association is still very strong
indeed so that day can be put off for a long time to
come. The forthcoming very important year provides
a challenge for each and every one of us, and that is to
make these two reunions truly memorable by having
the biggest turnout in recent years. Despite the fact
that we have sadly lost so many of our comrades over
recent years we still have the numbers within the
Association to rise to that challenge. And what's more
if you can make it please march. You can always get
to the pub later!!! If you want to come and mobility is
a problem then let me know and we will see what we
can do to ease the problem. Al l  you need is 'THE
WANT TO BE THERE.' we will try and help with the
rest.

Over the next few months The Association Web Site
will be updated and remodelled. It the 15 months it
has been running i t  has proved to be incredibly
successful and has attracted over 6,200 visits to the
site. I f  you read the messages on the message board
you will see that it is being read and enjoyed world
wide. To all of those who post messages a big 'thank
you' and in particular to Mick Mills who answers
most of the questions asked and to Phil Simpson who
acts as Web Master.

Many thanks to those of you who have supported the
Journal by purchasing packs of Christmas Cards. A
second print run has been arranged and there are now
more packs available. It is not too late so use the order
form enclosed and I will send them out by return.

FINAL WORD
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In 2005 it is intended to start selling advertising space
in The Journal, i f  you know of  any individual or
company that might be interested, please let me know.

I am glad to say that many contributions to The
Journal are received in the course of the year. Without
them the old Journal would be pretty thin. All are very
welcome, some a re  sad, some o f  historical
importance, some very interesting all are informative
and valuable. A t  the memorial service to the late
Major Geoffrey Cox MC, Colonel Richard Lea, in his
appreciation o f  Geoffrey's l i fe, (see Last Post)
mentions a  book written by Geoffrey "HOW WE
WON WORLD WAR 11  o r  I F  ONLY HITLER HAD
KNOWN" A copy of that book is one of the items
received recently. It makes great reading and starting
with the Spring 2005 edition the book will published
in The Journal over the next few issues. I am sure that
you will enjoy it.

Some of the items received are pretty humourous. On
the lighter side here is one of the 'humourous items'
taken from the Bournemouth Evening Echo and
donated by Major Rogerson.

Mrs Irene Gratham of Thorpe Avenue, Boscombe,
delighted her audience with her reminiscence of the
German prisoner of war who was sent each week to do
her garden. He was repatriated at the end of 1945, she
recalled.

"He'd always seemed a nice friendly chap, but when
the crocuses came up in the middle o f  our lawn in
February 1946 they spelt out HEIL HITLER."

Wherever you are, take care, have a super Christmas
and a very peaceful and happy new year in 2005.

God Bless

The Editor
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2005

SITTINGBOURNE ANNUAL DINNER

COLCHESTER BRANCH VALENTINE'S DANCE

SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

CANTERBURY BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

12th R E G I M E N T A L  ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
19th L O N D O N  ( BUFFS ) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

20th C O L C H E S T E R  BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

14th F O L K E S T O N E  & HYTHE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
15th R A M S G A T E  BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

CANTERBURY BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER

COLCHESTER BRANCH ALBUHERA DINNER

RAMSGATE BRANCH ALBUHERA DAY SOCIAL
ALBUHERA D AY

CANTERBURY BRANCH TRIP TO YPRES

5th

7th

9th

TBC

7th C A N T E R B U R Y  REUNION (BUFF'S SUNDAY)

3rd

3rd

8th

14th

TBC
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LORD LIEUTENANT'S PARADE (ROCHESTER)

LORD LIEUTENANT'S PARADE(MAIDSTONE)

LORD LIEUTENANT'S PARADE(CANTERBURY)
COLCHESTER BRANCH BBQ

LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH SERVICE AT THE TOWER OF LONDON
MAIDSTONE REUNION

FOLKESTONE & HYTHE BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER

I l th  R E M E M B R A N C E  DAY

19th R A M S G A T E  BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER.

COLCHESTER BRANCH CHRISTMAS DINNER

RAMSGATE BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

FOLKESTONE & HYTHE BRANCH CHRISTMAS SUPPER

SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

CANTERBURY BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

Some of the above dates may be subject to alteration. You are advised to contact the relevant sponsors to confirm

prior to making any arrangements.
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