
Number 26 Spring 2015

The
Regimental Association

of
The Queen’s Own Buffs (PWRR)

The Royal Kent Regiment

THE JOURNAL



Editor’s Page 1

President’s Jottings 2

Branch News 3-8

Annual General Meeting 9-12

The Buffs, City & Tower of London 13

London Buffs Tower of London Parade 14

Time Line 1915 15-23

The Most Decorated NCO of World War 1 24

The Committee 24-25

The Battle of Punniar 26-28

They Shall Grow Not Old 28 

Beneath Bell Harry 29

Spies, Traitors & Swasticas 30-32

Canterbury Reunion 2014 33-35

Maidstone Reunion 2014 36-38

Ypres 2014 39-41

Tertre 2014 42-45

Photo Gallery 46-48

Northern Ireland Memorial 49-52

The Victoria Cross in 1915 52

Characters of the Forebear Regiments  53-55

Home Guard 55-56

A Time in History 57.64

Canterbury & Maidstone  Reunions 2015 65-70

Last Post 71-75

From the Website 76-77

Notice Board 78-80

Dates for Your Diary 2015/16        Inside Back Cover:

CONTENTS



1

The ediTor’s Page
I note that the 

opening sentence 
of past Editor’s Page 
references have been 
made to how busy a 
year it has been. Well 
surprise, surprise 
2014 was no different 
in fact far busier than 
past years.  Apart 
form the two reunions 
in Canterbury and 
Maidstone, London 

Buffs Tower of London service and parade we 
added two trips to the far off continent one to 
Ypres and one to Tertre. Then to cap it all we 
were asked to participate in the Step Short 
parade in Folkestone that happened the day after 
the Canterbury Reunion.

We should take great comfort in the fact that we 
can still do it, for how long remains to be seen.

This year, 2015, will be a very special year as it 
will see the unveiling of the statue to The Buffs 
in the precincts of Canterbury Cathedral. Based 
on the iconic portrait of ‘A Man of Kent’ by Lady 
Butler, I am sure that none of us can think of a 
more suitable location and we are so indebted to 
The Dean and Brigadier Mearden for their support 
which has been fundamental in the project. More 
of the unveiling later in this issue.

We have, as can only be expected now, sadly 
lost quite a few of our members in the course of 
the last 12 months. Most of you will have seen 
the recent 3 part series on life in Canterbury 
Cathedral. In episode three the daily ceremony 
of the Turning of the Page was featured and that 
element was introduced by the traditional ringing 
of the bell of H.M.S. Canterbury by Alf Baker, ex 
Royal Navy, member of Canterbury Branch and 
one of the heroes of the Arctic convoys to Russia 
in the last war.  Alf passed away just before 
Christmas and it is only fair that his contribution 
to the life of the Association should be singled 
out a little. Every Monday and on special days Alf 
would turn up to ring the bell, he even did so on 
the very day of his son’s funeral- he will be sorely 
missed by us all. 

Canterbury Branch and the Association suffered 
another body-blow when we learnt of the death 

of Henry Delo who passed away at Pilgrims 
Hospice, Margate on March 11, 2015 aged 82 
years. Henry enjoyed near legendary status 
within the Association, secretary of Canterbury 
Branch for over 35 years and an Association 
member for much longer than that. Always fiercely 
protective of the Branch and of The Buffs, his 
contribution to,  and support of, the Association 
was an example to all. To say he will be missed is 
a massive understatement.

We also lost another stalwart of the Association 
late last year, Les Crouch, one of the few 
remaining survivors of that epic battle, the 
Defence of Kohima. A member of Sittingbourne, 
Maidstone and Weald Branch, Les would always 
be there to support whatever was going on.

This issue features a welcome return of the article 
‘Beneath Bell Harry’ reporting on life and events 
within the Cathedral and the City of Canterbury. 
It was first featured way back in the very distant 
past in the monthly issue of The Dragon. 

There are several loose leaf inserts re the 
Canterbury and Maidstone Reunions and of 
course the unveiling of The Buffs statue on 11th 
September this year. In all of these there are 
deadlines for the application of tickets, please 
adhere to these dates as no applications will be 
considered after the relevant deadline.

Also there is an insert covering the proposed 
Association trip to The Somme in 2016- if you do 
want to  take part apply early as there is every 
chance that we will be over subscribed.

We are looking forward to meeting you at the 
Canterbury or Maidstone Reunions, hopefully 
both, and in particular on 11th September for the 
unveiling of The Buffs Statue.

Finally, just a reminder to note that the new 
address for all communications is as under: -

Regimental Association Secretary 
Queen’s Own Buffs-The Royal Kent Regiment 

Marlowe Innovation Centre 
Marlowe Way, Ramsgate, CT12 6FA

Tel: 01843 598615 
email: qobassociation@gmail.com 

Mobile: 07522 914562

Take Care - The Editor
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THE PRESIDENT’S  JOTTINGS
2015

Despite the loss 
of a number 

of our members in 
2014 it was still a 
very good year for 
the Association. 
Our re-unions and 
excursions to Ypres 
and Mons were all 
well attended and a 
great success. Our 
thanks go to Peter 
White and Richard 

Cast for making this possible. The numbers of 
Members in the Association are steady thanks 
to new faces signing up. On a financial note our 
funds remain healthy and are more than sufficient 
to meet our needs, including planned expenditure 
on various ‘memorials’, for the coming years.

However, there will be no  cross Channel trip 
this year but we will, instead, concentrate on 
making the unveiling of our Statue in Canterbury 
Cathedral a very special occasion. There will be 
a visit to the Somme in late May, early June next 
year – 2016. The really good news is that Queen 
Margrethe of Denmark has now agreed to unveil 
the Statue on the 11th September at a provisional 
time of 11.00 am. There will be a Reception after 
the unveiling, most likely in the Chapter House 
of the Cathedral, with a closing time of 2.00 pm. 
This, for the obvious security reasons, will have to 
be an all ‘ticket’ occasion and Peter White will be 
issuing the instructions shortly.

I mentioned “planned expenditure on memorials” 
and we now have an annual programme to bring 
about a situation whereby The Buffs, The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment and, importantly, 
the Queen’s Own Buffs can leave a lasting 
reminder of their existence and their contribution to 
the Nation as a whole. Thoughts and suggestions 
at the moment are:

2015 – The Buffs statue in Canterbury Cathedral

2015/16 – Candle Sticks and a Communion Set 
for the Royal Chapel in the Tower of London

2016 – A second Buffs statue for the Western 
Front

2017 – Refurbishment of Latham’s headstone in 
Northern France

2017/18 – A ‘Trained Band of London’ statue in the 
Tower of London

2018 – Three identical marble plinths for All Saints 
Maidstone, Chapel Royal in the Tower of London 
and Canterbury Cathedral for The Queen’s Own 
Buffs plus a ‘bursary’ to either The University of 
Kent or to two Grammar Schools – one in West 
Kent and one in East Kent – to fund the books 
a history student requires for university study or 
something similar. The ‘bursary’ being sufficient to 
ensure that it is everlasting.

Whilst this may seem to be a touch “Buff heavy” 
it is only because of the fact that memorials 
to the QORWK are more advanced – Tertre 
memorial (with thanks to The Living History 
Group) and the Malayan statue in Maidstone as 
an example. Very happy to receive any comment 
or other suggestions in case you feel something 
is missed. The current Howe Barracks Memorials 
to the Queen’s Regiment and to those Buffs who 
were killed when a German bomb fell on the 
Dining Room in WW2 are being moved to Leros 
Barracks with a possible rededication service in 
May. Importantly they will be in position – on the 
grassed area outside of the Dining Room where 
we now Beat Retreat – and ‘weathered in’ for our 
reunion in August.

Branches remain the bed rock of our Association 
and my sincere thanks go to all those ‘elected’ 
Chairmen, Secretaries, Treasurers and Committee 
Members who make things happen - without their 
efforts we would be in a poor state!

I very much look forward to seeing you all at our 
re-unions this year and based on the success of 
last year and feed back the format will remain the 
same for both Canterbury and Maidstone.

Colonel Peter Bishop OBE., DL 
The Association President
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BRANCH NEWS

RAMSGATE BRANCH

SECRETARY: M. F. Milham. 185 Bradstow Way 
Broadstairs, Kent. CT10 1AX

PHONE: 01843 867786

MEETING PLACE: The Racing Greyhound Pub, 
Hereson Rd, Ramsgate

MEETINGS: First Wednesday of the Month. 1900 
hrs for 1930 hrs.

A warm welcome to everybody from the 
Ramsgate Branch as yet another New Year 

is upon us. Hence the greetings of the season 
are due to all members of the Association.

The first thing of note is that after many years of 
supporting the RBL at Ramsgate we have moved 
to a different venue for our monthly meetings, 
namely the Racing Greyhound Pub, close to 
Dumpton Park, railway station. As well as the 
change of venue, we have changed the day on 
which we meet, Wednesday evening, although 
we offered to change to a daytime meeting, 
there was no support for this idea. At least there 
is plenty of room to park your car in this part of 
Ramsgate. 

The Branch members have continued to 
support us during the move, with the meeting 
numbers showing a slight rise. A gentle trickle 
of old members returning to meetings and new 
members helping to lower the average age of 
the branch. In the past year we have welcomed 
Colin Spinner, one of our older members, back 
to our meetings, newer members include Torben 
Hilligsoe, an ex member of the Danish Army and 
Richard Allen, an ex Fusilier. 

Unfortunately we have lost two of our long standing 
members, Peter Clayton and Deric King. Peter, 
owing to his occupation, he was a pub landlord, 
did not attend many meetings, however when it 
came to the darts match at the AGM Peter would 
turn up with the “Chuckle Bus”, a run down mini 
bus, that somehow he managed to keep on the 
road, load up with our team and chug his way to 
Sittingbourne. Peter was also a member of the 
Sandwich Branch. Deric, was for many years our 
Welfare Officer, a well known figure doing his 
rounds of the sick list, making his way to your 

front door supported by his two walking sticks, 
it helped with how many visits you got if you had 
a nice bottle of whisky. I remember visiting Jake 
Marley in hospital with a stroke, I was standing 
by his bed when in came Deric, we had a job 
to convince a nurse who appeared that Deric 
was a visitor and not an inpatient trying to do a 
runner. Our Sick List continues to be longer than 
we would wish, Asher Rose is still quite ill, Pete 
Hayward struggles with his leg problem, Graham 
Thomas keeps going despite his immune system 
problems. At our December meeting it became 
known that our Chairman, John Phillips has 
had a minor Stroke, since confirmed by a head 
scan, Torben Hilligsoe has been informed he has 
the big C and the prognosis is not good news, 
it makes my own problems seem quite minimal, 
although the shakes are getting worse that I 
almost threw my port all over Pete Hayward at 
our annual dinner.

Events throughout 2015 were well attended, our 
Standard was in attendance at the Step Short 
Ceremony, Ypres, Mons, Tertre, a ceremony for 
schools at the War & Peace Show and covered 
many of the Association events throughout the 
year, as well as several funerals, our thanks must 
go to Alan Buddle for covering all of these. Alan 
was accompanied at the Step Short Parade by 
Bryan Hazard and Ron Brown. The annual trip to 
the Tower of London to parade with the London 
Branch was a complete success, we managed 
to fill a 48 seater coach and could have had a 
larger coach if the demand for seats had been 
known. A warning however, ladies attending must 
be accompanied by an Association member in 
Blazer etc to get free entry into the Tower.

Two of our Branch members have been recognised 
for their service either for the Association in one 
case or for their local community in another. 
Bryan Hazard has represented the Regiment and 
attended the Albuhera ceremonies, at the scene 
of the battles for the past twenty years. This 
year he was presented with the ‘Waterloo Medal’ 
by the ex British Military Attache to Portugal in 
recognition of his services to the re-enactment 
events that take place each year. The medal has 
a bar for each battle fought in the Peninsular War 
against Napoleon. Then at our Annual Dinner he 
was presented by the Branch President, Major 
Peter White MM with a miniature model of the 
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intended ‘BUFFS’ figure to be erected in the 
grounds of Canterbury Cathedral.

 

Mickey Ralph was very proud to receive his local 
‘Community Award’ for service to the village of St 
Peters in Thanet. Mickey has lived in the village 
all his life, helps residents collect their shopping 
if they are unable to do this and keeps his eye 
out for anyone in need of assistance. Mickey said 
he was very shocked to get the award. Well done 
Mickey.

MFM 

SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH

SECRETARY: Major Richard Cast, 55 Longridge 
Sittingbourne Kent ME10 4LN

MEETING PLACE: The Ypres Tavern, West 
Street, Sittingbourne.

MEETING: 1st Tuesday in the month at 1930 
hours..

Membership this year has remained reasonably 
static this year with the Branch Membership 

remaining including our Ladies at 71. Of which 
we have been able to maintain a monthly meeting 
strength of 35.

We missed our Branch Trip Ypres in 2014, 
although with the two Association Trips we didn’t 
miss out on our annual trip to collect the Belgium 

Chocolates for the ladies and of course enjoy a 
few beers on the way.

Having obtained tickets for the Major Generals 
Parade for the Trooping saw a number of us 
enjoy the ceremony and also a few hours in 
London afterwards to enjoy the sights and the 
public houses around Horse guards.

We had an enjoyable day at the Canterbury 
Reunion at which we missed this year having 
to scramble for chairs and tables, Thank you 
Canterbury Committee for providing more this 
year. The entertainment was of its high standard 
and the change of menu to a carvery went down 
very well, in particular the ice cream was very 
pleasant we would add that there is no truth in the 
rumour that the constant queue at the ice cream 
van was made up of Sittingbourne members. 
The ability to park at Leros Barracks before the 
parade was most useful.

Our visit to the Maidstone Reunion was 
represented by our RWK’s members and it was 
good to be able to march down Week Street 
this year which is always a highlight to be able 
to show the colours to the general public. The 
Dinner and events at Oakwood House was very 
enjoyable and again the time to go came round 
so very fast.

Thanks must go to Ramsgate Branch who picked 
up some our members to go to the London Buffs 
Parade at Tower, not only were we able to enjoy 
the parade and again for some to put into practice 
our time honoured ability to disappear before the 
church service it was good to get a chance to 
see the sea of poppies and get our photos before 
parade and the general public turned out on 
mass, Lunch in Greenwich was good although it 
did take a time to find a seat in the restaurant.

At our AGM on 3rd February we were able to 
secure the services of an Assistant Secretary 
Lyn Burr, Lyn’s Dad was a Buff and a previous 
member of our branch. Lyn will take over the 
full role next year, although she is taking over 
producing the minutes at once.

In February 15 we held our Annual Darts Evening 
of the Army via the Navy, this year the Navy took 
home the trophy although I say Navy they had 
two of our Army members on the their team. Col 
Bishop threw a mean dart playing for the Army 
team, as did the Landlord of the Ypres Tavern. 
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The main thing was that a great evening was had 
by all and perhaps we need to do it more often, 
to keep the eye and hand co-ordination going. 
Somehow we shall have to take the trophy back 
next year.

As I write this we are getting ready to host the 
Association AGM on 28th and looking forward to 
our Buffet Supper Evening, following the AGM 
which is again being run by our Social Secretary. 

Events for the rest of this year will see us again 
return for our weekend trip to Ypres on 18-19 July. 
We have a few seats spare if you are interested. 
Contact Paul on 01795 421281 if you want to 
come.

We shall also organise our attendance at 
Canterbury and Maidstone Reunions and be 
seeking some places on the Ramsgate Coach for 
the London Buffs at the Tower if we can. 

RCC

THE WEALD OF KENT BRANCH

SECRETARY: Captain Micky Gwilliam, 6 Fownes 
Street, Battersea, London SW11 2TJ

Phone: 020 7801 0316/ 07786 782041 - Email: 
micky.gwilliam@gmail.com

MEETING PLACE: Royal British Legion Club, 26 
Priory Road, Tonbridge, Kent

MEETING: At 12 noon on the second Wednesday 
of every other month starting from May.

Valete
With sadness we report the deaths of Major 
Desmond Butler, Maj Robin Stratford Tuke, 
Captain Allen Pease, Mrs Jane Critchley and 
Bruce Bishop. In their very individual ways each 
had contributed to the life and purpose of Weald 
Branch.

Committee
For the second occasion at an AGM our 
Esteemed President exercised the time-
honoured tradition of locking the door and 
preventing the outgoing committee from doing a 
runner and thus avoiding becoming the incoming 
committee, so no change once again. Except 
that we now have three (count them) Standard 

Bearers to share the duties of bearing the two 
standards.

President Col Richard Lea
Chairman Capt Ham Whitty
Secretary Capt Micky Gwilliam
Treasurer Geoff Graves
Welfare John Fowler
Committee Member Doug Adam
Standard Bearer Barry Crocker  
                      (Weald)
Standard Bearer Brian Davison  
                      (Tunbridge Wells)
Standard Bearer Hugh Hanson 
           (First Reserve)

Visits
The Branch, showing its continued commitment 
to all things non-Army, paid a visit to Chatham 
Dockyard, the second Naval Base we have 
visited. Suggestions that this is to do with 
relocating Trident are firmly rejected! A few 
select members also managed a trip to The 
Duxford Collection (again, not Army).

With no question the highlight this year has been 
our visit in February to Kent County Archives 
at Maidstone where Chris Jupp had laid on a 
display of records relating to the QORWK tour 
in Malay. The visit coincided with a BBC team 
making a series about Kent Museum, but they 
swiftly reorganised to produce an item for the 
6pm news on that very day. Many members 
went weak at the knees at the beauty of the 
interviewer, but still gave a good account of 
themselves, and are available for autograph 
signings.

Talks
We have been most fortunate in the talks we 
have heard this year. Chris Jupp prepared us for 
the Tertre visit with a revealing talk on the Retreat 
from Mons (The Battle of the Borders) and also 
filled in the gaps in our knowledge of the 50th in 
the Maori Wars. In the words of Tom Lehrer, ‘it 
makes a fellow proud to be a soldier.’

Wng Cmd Jack Harries spoke revealingly about 
piloting a Lancaster bomber over Germany in 
WW2. It is one thing to watch films, but quite 
another to hear and speak to someone with 
personal memories of an extraordinarily brave 
and dangerous form of warfare.
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And in this vein, Alf Hunt spoke movingly ad hoc 
about his experiences in Italy, including the death 
of his Company Commander, Ken Scott. Alf had 
recently been to the unveiling of a Memorial at 
Hove Cricket Ground to players who had lost 
their lives in war. Ken Scott’s name is on that 
Memorial.

It is occasions such as this which remind us how 
much we owe to our forebears, and how important 
it is to preserve the memories of past conflicts 
before the truth is left to historians to ‘interpret’.

The Chairman has made a number of visits to the 
Continent, including to Italy where he followed 
the steps of his father who was CO of 5RWK at 
his death. Coincidentally The Chairman’s father 
had commanded The Secretary’s father, and the 
Chairman tried to draw some parallel which the 
Secretary completely failed to see.

The Secretary joined the parishioners of St Peter 
ad Vincula, Tower of London, in planting poppies 
at the Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red 
installation. He was dead chuffed when other 
members reported that they had been to see the 
display and had seen his poppy. It was the red 
one.

Honorary Membership
The Branch has been pleased to offer Wng Cmd 
Jack Harris OBE DFC and Chris Jupp Honorary 
Membership of Weald Branch, and both have 
accepted.

Future Visits
In July this year we will be visiting Old Warden 
Aerodrome for a WW1 flying day on the 5th 
followed by a trip to Bletchley Park (Enigma, Ultra 
etc) on the 6th.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

CHAIRMAN: Mr Arthur Healey MBE, 10 Target 
Firs, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent CT16 3AT – Tel: 
01304 823408 - Email: arthur.tosca1@hotmail.
com

SECRETARY: Mr Peter Zieminski, Meadowcroft, 
85 Heathfield Road, Keston, Kent BR2 6BB – Tel: 
01689 858732 – Email: peterzieminski@aol.com 

TREASURER: Mr Malcolm Jones, 91 Wallis 
Avenue, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9HR – Tel: 01622 
758136 – Email: maljo2000@live.co.uk

MEETING PLACE: Maidstone Working Mens’ 
Club, 17 Brewer Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 
1RU

MEETING: The second Saturday at 1.30pm 
in February, April, June, August, October and 
December.

A very warm welcome to all readers from the 
Maidstone Branch. We have 45 members 

and are keen to encourage new members to join 
us. 

During 2014 our members attended a number 
of social events which included: The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment Living History 
Group’s Great War Weekend at Tenterden with 
the Kent & East Sussex Railway; The Canterbury 
Reunion; The ‘Step-Short’ Project’s Great War 
Commemoration at Folkestone; The Regimental 
Association trips to Ypres and Tertre; The 
Maidstone Reunion; and we rounded off the 
year with a splendid Christmas Lunch at the 
White Rabbit country pub and restaurant (The 
former Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
Officer’s Mess and part of the Depot Barracks, 
now a listed building) in Maidstone.

In October several members of the Maidstone 
Branch supported by members from the 
Association went on a trip to Northern Ireland. 
These were all former members of the 2nd 
Battalion, The Queens Regiment that had served 
in Belfast at the start of operations in 1969. 
The aim of the visit was to unveil a plaque and 
memorial stone at the Palace Barracks Memorial 
Garden in Holywood in commemoration of all 
those men of all four Battalions that had lost their 
lives during the 30 years that the conflict went on 
for. It was something that all those that took part 
felt that should have been done many years ago. 
The Memorial Plaque and Stone was paid for by 
donations raised from members of The Queens 
Own Buffs Regimental Association and those 
that went undertook the trip.

We had a number of very interesting and diverse 
talks and presentations during the past year at 
our meetings which included: The Buffs & the 
Great War by Mr Mick Mills; Malaya – A personal 
reflection by Mr John Bellingham; An Audio 
Visual Extravaganza by Mr Ray Bridges; The Art 
of the Longbow by Mr Mike Jury; The Zeebrugge 
Raid by Major (Retd) Peter White MM; and The 



7

history and development of the Lee Enfield Rifle 
by Mr. Jim Franklin.

Looking forward to 2015 on the 14th February we 
will be holding a Valentine’s Quiz. On the 11th April 
Mr Nigel Bristow will be giving an illustrated talk 
on the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment’s 
first engagement during the Great War at Tertre 
at our meeting and on the 13th June we will be 
holding our Branch Annual General Meeting. 
We plan to hold other social events during the 
year which will include a boat trip on the River 
Medway and a visit to Deal Castle.

PZ

LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mrs.. Betty Correa. 34 Homer 
Road, Shirley, Croydon, Surrey CR0 7SB. 

Phone: 0208 655 3040. - Email: jcorrea@talk 
21.com

MEETING PLACE: The Union Jack Club, Sandell 
Street London -Opposite Waterloo Station

MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 2 pm.

Welcome to you all from the London Buffs.
Sadly we have inevitably lost branch 

members in Mr Brian Dudman (Buffs) Mr Reginald 
John Watkins (Italian Campaign veteran)

I would also like to mention the passing of Jane 
Critchley, wife of Lt Col P P Critchley although 
not a branch member Jane always supported 
the London Buffs on many occasions and was a 
good friend to the branch.

All will be sadly missed but will always be 
remembered.

The branch has however, continue to go from 
strength to strength over the past year and I am 
delighted to announce that the branch has gained 
several new members including 5 members of 
the London Branch of The Royal West Kent’s and 
is in no small way due to the efforts of everyone 
who has supported our events in particular the 
Tower Service.

Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances 
the London Buffs have had no individual branch 
outings with the exception of having the honour 
of turning the page in Canterbury Cathedral in 
May 2014.

However, some of the branch members have 
enjoyed the 3 day Association trips to Ypres in 
May 2014 included a very moving ceremony at 
the Menin Gate Memorial dedicated to 54,896 
commonwealth soldiers who died in the Salient 
but whose bodies have never been found or 
identified who’s names are inscribed on the 
panels within the gate.

This was also a very proud day for Frank Hills 
(branch chairman) who had the honour of laying 
a wreath on behalf of the Association and the 
London Buffs standard was also on parade with 
branch members.

The association trip to Tertre 4 days in August 
2014 to dedicate a memorial to commemorate 
the loss of 20 men from A company 1st Battalion 
of the Royal West Kent Regiment. 

Also in August 2014 a number of Association 
and London Buffs members took part in the Step 
Short Parade in Folkestone commemorating the 
100th anniversary of WW1 Where Prince Harry 
dedicated the Arch on the Lees to those who 
went through Folkstone served and died in WW1.

The London Buffs also enjoyed supporting the 
Canterbury Reunion on Sunday 3rd August 2014 
where Frank Hills (branch chairman) and Betty 
Correa (branch secretary) received a meritorious 
certificate from the Association. As branch 
secretary I was so overwhelmed and honoured 
to receive this award and it is now pride of place 
alongside my husbands Joe Correa (branch 
standard bearer) in our home.

A few of the Branch, the rest are very shy and 
they do tend to spread out around the room!!!
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The Maidstone reunion on Sunday 21st 
September 2014 was another memorable event 
for the London Buffs.

The London Buffs Tower Service and annual 
reunion on Sunday 7th September 2014 was 
another memorable event and very well supported 
by other branches and the London Buffs thank 
Ramsgate, Canterbury, Weald and Sittingbourne 
branches for always supporting this reunion. 

Lastly on behalf of the London Buffs I would 
like to thank the officers and committee of 
the association for all the hard work that you 
do and that it does not go unnoticed in order 
that the association continues and that your 
thoughtfulness and kindness shown to the 
London Buffs is very much appreciated. 

The London Buffs send their best wishes to all 
members of the Association and hope 2015 is 
good to us all.

BC

THE 62 CLUB

A warm welcome to all members of the 
Association from the 62 Club. We are 

still the final link to The Queens Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment and now number just 83 
members. The Club was formed in 1946 by the 
then members of 1st Battalion and we have 
restricted membership exclusively to Queens 
Own personnel. We have no meeting place as 
membership is spread as far afield as Lands 
End to Forfar in Scotland. We are held together 
with a small quarterly magazine “The Echo”, and 
as such members who are fit enough to travel, 
try to gather for the Maidstone Reunion. Rev 
(Tug) Duncan Williams. 

The Club Chairman took the service at the 
Memorial at the Maidstone Parade and with 
Keith Fazzani, the Regimental Association 
Padre, conducted the service in the Regimental 
Church of QORWK “All Saints” Maidstone in 
September 2014. In Regimental life Tug was 
the ORS of 1 RWK at amalgamation, becoming 
the ORQMS of 1 Queens Own Buffs and then 
2 Queens before being sent off to Records as 
WO1 i/c Documentation Team finally laying up 
his uniform on redundancy in 1972.

CANTERBURY BRANCH 

ACTING SECRETARY: Major Alan Mrchant. 9 
Payton Mews, Canterbury Kent CT1 1JW.

Email: alan.a.marchant@sky.com

MEETING PLACE: The Chaucer Club, Chaucer 
Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.

MEETING: Last Thursday of month at 20.00 hrs. 

SANDWICH BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr. D. G. Hogben. 75 Burch 
Avenue, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0AN. 

Phone: 01304 612920.

MEETING PLACE: The White Mill, Ash Road : 
Sandwich : Kent : CT13 9JB.

MEETINGS: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
(except August) at 7.30pm

BROMLEY BRANCH

CHAIRMAN: Mr. A. Wright. 21 The Underwood, 
Eltham, London SE9 3EP. 

MEETING PLACE: Sundridge Park W. M. C., 
Burnt Ash Lane, Bromley. 

MEETING: Last Monday in the month at 12.30 
hrs. 

COLCHESTER BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr. Terry Wilkes Tel: 02085249141

Email: wilkesterry373@btinternet.com

MEETING PLACE: Clovely, Great Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex C17 8PD

MEETING: 3rd Tuesday in the month at 14.00 
hrs. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

OF THE
QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS, THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT (PWRR).

 MINUTES OF THE 46th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE UK PAPER & 
LEISURE CLUB, SITTINGBOURNE ON SATURDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2015.

Regimental Association President: Colonel P. Bishop OBE DL.  
Regimental Association Secretary: Major P. R. White MM.

The meeting opened at 4.00pm.
The meeting opened with a prayer led by the President.

1.    Attendance:

 a.  Members present: There were 35 Association members present.

 b. Apologies: Apologies had been received from, Colchester Branch..

2.    Welcome & Opening Remarks:

 a.  The President, Colonel Bishop, welcomed all to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance.

 b.  Colonel Bishop thanked Sittingbourne Branch for once again hosting the Annual General 
meeting and, in particular, the social secretary Mr. Paul Fleming for making all of the necessary 
arrangements.

3. Minutes of the 45th Annual General Meeting held on 22 February 2014: 

 a.  It was and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the above meeting were a true record of 
proceedings.

4. Matters arising from those minutes: (Items not included on the meeting’s agenda)

 a.   There were no matters arising

5. Investment Portfolio:

 a.   The President explained that the investment portfolio held by Barclays Wealth had increased 
in value during 2014 and now stood at £500,692.

 b    The President explained that he has been tasked by the PWRR Trustees to determine how 
much will be left for Welfare after 2019 taking into account the commitments the Association is 
committed to before it ceases to run.

6. Accounts for the Period 01 January to 31 December 2014:

	 a.	 	The	Secretary	gave	an	overview	of	the	financial	accounts	for	the	year	and	made	the	following	
comments: -

	 (i)		 	At	the	end	of	the	financial	year	there	had	been	a	balance	held	at	the	bank	of	£14,315.	This	
combined with an estimate of additional income on the Statue Fund will consequently 
mean that there should not be a requirement for any drawdown from the investment 
portfolio	during	the	first	four	months	of	this	financial	year.
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7.     Benevolence Review for the period of 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2014: 

 a.   The Association Secretary explained the Benevolence grants made in 2014 and made the 
following comments: -

 (i)   There had been a marked reduction in the number of applications made and approved 
compared to the previous year, 2013. It was expected that the number of future applications 
would continue to decline year on year.

 (ii) A total of 30 applications for assistance had been received and approved. 

 (iii)  The grants made from Association funds of £8,711, include 2 Leckie Cases. 

 (iv)  A synopsis of the grants made in 2014 is available on request.

8. Budget for 2015:

 a.   The Secretary briefed the meeting on the budget for 2015 which had been agreed by the 
Committee of Management and approved by the Finance Committee of the PWRR Trustees. 
A copy of the budget is available on request.

9.  Canterbury Reunion 2nd August 2015: 

 a.   The sermon would be given by The Very Reverend Dr Robert Willis DL, The Dean of Canterbury 
Cathedral.

 b.  The Parade and Service would follow the same format as in previous years.

 c.  The PWRR Band had been booked for the parade, service and for Beating Retreat.

 d.  The Invicta Concert band would play at the Reunion Leros Barracks.

 e.   A letter of Invitation has been sent to the Mayor of Canterbury.

 f.    The cost of the reunion ticket for a member and one guest i.e. wife, carer or friend will be £7.00 
per person.

 g.   It was agreed that the Reunion Lunch would again be based on a Carvery. An Ice cream will 
again be provided although this year it will be on a one per ticket basis.

 h.  The Memorial previously in Howe Barracks to the memory of the Bandsmen killed during the 
bombing of the Dining Hall has been moved to Leros Barracks and the plaques are being 
renewed and this will be rededicated during the Beating of Retreat Ceremony at the Canterbury 
Reunion..

 i.   A detailed Admin Order would be published in the next issue of The Journal (May) but distributed 
to all Branches in advance of publication.

10.  Maidstone Reunion 20th September 2015:

 a.  The format of the Brenchley Gardens Parade and Service to remain as in previous years. The 
Revd	Keith	Fazzani	Regimental	Association	Padre	to		officiate.

 b.  Maidstone Borough Council are being approached to seek permission for the Association to 
march along Week Street after the Brenchley Gardens Ceremony.

 c.   The Revd Canon. Paul Kerr. Padre to Kent Royal British Legion has agreed to be the guest 
preacher at the Service of Remembrance in All Saints Church, the Revd Keith Fazzani to  
officiate.

 d.     The Reunion will be held at the Oakwood House Hotel, Oakwood Road, Maidstone which is 
but 5 minutes drive from All Saints Church.

 e.  The cost of the lunch tickets for the reunion would be £10 for members and their wives,  
partners	or	carers,	£15	for	Officers	and	£18	for	Non	Members.
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 f.   The Reunion lunch would be of three courses.

 g.    The entertainment would be provided by the Band of PWRR followed by entertainment by the 
Swingtime	Sweethearts	(yet	to	be	confirmed).	

11.  Buffs Statue:

 a.   The Association Secretary advised the meeting that the donations to the statue had reached 
22,000.

  b.   The statue based on the painting by Lady Butler of Man of Kent will be 50 inches high, and 
is  being sculptured by Peter Birkett who had produced the excellent, and highly acclaimed, 
Queen’s Own statue. The statue will be cast in bronze and mounted on a stone plinth.

 c.   The location has been agreed by the Dean of Canterbury Cathedral to stand in The Cathedral 
grounds in an area close to the memorial gardens with the head of the statue inclined looking 
up at the central tower, ‘Bell Harry”.

 d.   The President advised that the unveiling of the statue will take place on Friday 11th  
September	2015	at	a	time	to	be	confirmed	and	will	be	unveiled	by	HM	The	Queen	of	Denmark.	
This will require strict security to be in place and will mean that entry to the event will be by 
named and numbered ticket and be restricted to a member  and named guest only.

 e.  Refreshments will be provided and be taken within the Cathedral Lodge Conference centre.

 f.   Statuettes of the Buffs Statute are still available for anyone who donates £150 or more, they 
also make very good presentation gifts and presents. Do remember to Gift Aid.

12.  Queens Own RWK Statuette:

 a.  These will be available later in the year and will certainly be available by the Maidstone Reunion. 
The cost will again be by donation of £150 or more.

13.  Memorial Projects:

 a.   The President advised that in order to do justice to our history it is important that we place a 
lasting memorial in the Chapel Royal at the Tower of London not only to recognise the time of 
the Buffs but also of the Trained Bands of London from whom we are formed.

 b.     The President advised that the headstone to Captain Matthew Latham had been badly damaged 
by weather over the years and now needs replacing. This project should be completed within 
the remaining life of the Association

14. Association Trip to the Somme 2016:

 a.  The Association Secretary advised that the trip to the Somme is being planned to take place 
between May and June 2016. 

 b.  There is still a choice of programmes and nights away to be considered although it is proposed 
that we plan to take two coaches and basing ourselves on the Ibis Hotel in Amiens.

	 c.	 A	final	recce	will	take	place	after	which	a	detailed	itinerary	would	be	produced.

15. Association Secretary’s Administrative points:

 a.   The Secretary asked that Branch Secretaries advised him of the loss of any Branch Member 
in particular those who served in Buffs QORWK or QOB.

 b.  Branches were asked to submit a copy of their annual Accounts to the Association Secretary 
for the last year and future years.

	 c.	 	Branches	need	 to	consider	how	 they	are	going	use	 their	 funds	over	 the	final	years	of	 their	
existence.



12

16.  Association Journal/Web Site:

 a.   The Journal: The meeting were advised that the Journal is sent to all members and Associate 
members listed on the Association database It is up to Branch Secretaries to notify the 
Association	Secretary	of	New	Members,	Members	Deaths	and	Changes	of	Address.	

 b.   Web Site: The Regimental Web Site has been down for some time due to it being hacked. It 
has now been replaced with a new site under the old name and is being re-populated with 
information and photos.

 c.   Membership: The meeting were advised that there were now 1,096 listed on the regimental 
database.

17.  Items submitted from branches:

 a.  There were none to record.

18.  Association Forecast of Events 2015-2016:

 a.   Details of very few events had been received to date. Branches need to inform the Association 
Secretary of details of branch events and these will be collated and distributed. A full diary of 
events will be included in the next issue of The Journal.

Action Point: Deputy Association Secretary to progress this.

19.  Any other Business:

 a.  It was requested that representation over the priority for renting of the Buffs Cottages be made 
to the Haigh Trust.

    b.   The possibility of the erection of a statue to the Buffs on the Western Front be taken back to 
the Branches to discuss.

    c.   Weald Branch announced that they have a trip on 5/6th July 2015, which takes in Bletchley 
Park Cost £100. Contact Captain Micky Gwilliam.

    d.  Sittingbourne Branch announced that they have 10 seats spare on their weekend trip to Ypres 
on 18/19th July 2015 Cost £116. Contact Paul Fleming.

 e.   Regimental Cricket Tent: Colonel Peter Cook advised the meeting that the arrangements for 
this year’s Cricket Week were set for 4th to 7th of August 2015 Ladies day being 5th August 
Members from Branches would be welcomed to use the tent on 6th & 7th August at the  
Kent County Cricket Club and also the Kent & Canterbury Club. 

20. Date and Venue of next Meeting:

 a.   Members were advised that the next Annual General meeting would take place on Saturday 
27th February 2016.

There being no other business to discuss the meeting was closed at 4.50 pm.

APPROVED as a correct record of proceedings

This the 27th day of February 2016.

(Signed) ………………………………………………………….. Chair
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Whereas it is well known 
The Buffs have been for 

many years associated with 
east Kent; and that the regiment 
claims its origin from the Trained 
Bands of London paraded in 
front of Queen Elizabeth I on 

1 May 1572 (following which Captain Morgan’s 
company went immediately to Holland, returning 
in 1665), its other connections with London are 
perhaps less well known.

In 1672, just five years after its return to England, 
and adopting the title The Holland Regiment, the 
regiment received the Freedom of the City of 
London which, among other privileges, allowed 
it to recruit within the city boundary.  However, 
unlike warrants issued to other regiments of 
that time, which restricted recruiting to specified 
numbers and dates, the warrant issued to the 
Holland Regiment permitted unlimited recruiting 
– unlimited that is both by number and frequency 
thus confirming the regiment’s pre-eminence in 
London.  The famous Dragon badge was awarded 
by Queen Anne in 1707, the dragon being one of 
the supporters of the arms of Queen Elizabeth I, 
thus further confirming the “London link”.

The affiliation with east Kent was confirmed in 
1782 but the link with London remained.  The 
regiment was twice stationed in the Tower of 
London, in 1673 and 1793.

In 1861 the Crimea Memorial Window was 
unveiled in the Warriors Chapel in Canterbury 
Cathedral, flanked by the Colours of the Crimea 
period.  Prior to that the window had been flanked 
by the Colours of The Buffs carried at Punniar 
(the last time Colours were carried in battle) but it 
was agreed that, in recognition of the regiment’s 
links with London, the “Punniar Colours” should 
be transferred to the Tower of London.  They were 
first lodged in the White Tower but later moved to 
the Chapel Royal where they remain to this day.

In the mid-thirties the Chapel authorities agreed 
that The Buffs could hold an annual service in the 
Chapel with the first Sunday in September given 

over to “Buffs Sunday”.  This tradition continues 
today when the London (Buffs) branch of the 
regimental association proudly holds its annual 
service of remembrance.  Those former London 
Buffs who have passed away during the preceding 
year are remembered and their names recorded 
in the impressive Book of Remembrance.  This 
book, taken out in 1954, is prominently displayed 
in the Chapel Royal and together with the Colours 
displayed above the Chapel entrance is a source 
of considerable interest to the Tower’s thousands 
of visitors.

THE BUFFS, THE CITY OF LONDON
 & THE TOWER

by
Major (Retd)John Barrell OBE TD

The Book of Life

The Colours of 1 Buffs carried at the Battle of 
Punniar on December 29, 1843



14

Once again London 
Buffs, supported by 

Regimental Association 
members from Canterbury, 
Ramsgate and Sittingbourne 
branches, mustered at the 
Tower.  The time honoured 
words of command rang out 
and with Bob Spoore beating 
the time, marched smartly 
to their annual Service of 
Remembrnce in the Chapel Royal of St. Peter ad 
Vincula the parish church of the Tower of London 
which dates from 1520, just 52 years older than 
The Buffs. After the parade and service the 
traditional inspection took place before falling 

out to enjoy lunch, some of 
a more liquid nature.  The 
parade always causes quite 
a stir amongst the hundreds 
of tourists and cameras and 
video cameras are very 
much in evidence. This is a 
very special priviledge that 
London Buffs are extremely 
proud of. If you have never 
attended the ceremony then 

I strongly suggest you make the trip this year, it 
really is a great day out and memorable to say 
the least. The association of The Buffs with the 
Tower is covered in an article by Major John 
Barrell, Branch President,  in this issue.

LONDON BUFFS
TOWER OF LONDON PARADE
Sunday 7th  September 2014
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By the beginning of 1915 there was little left of the original British Regular Army which had paid such a 
high price the first five months of the war. Britain had now to rely mainly on Territorials and later on the 

Kitchener’s New Army which had been hastily raised and were initially under trained and equipped.

1915 saw the BEF strength increased from 10 Divisions to 35 with 2 more additional Canadian Divisions.

The Western Front was by now entrenched from the North Sea through to the Swiss border and apart from 
the Ypres Salient and Verdunn the Germans decided to concentrate their offensives on Russia.

On the Western Front in 1915 the British suffered about a million casualties, the French about 1.9 million, 
and the Germans about 612,000.  During the course of 1915,  the number of Victoria Crosses won rose 
from the 43 won in 1914 to 67 in 1915.

The following are just a few of the momentous events of 1915, space does not allow for all that would 
deserve a mention

4th February
Germany begins submarine warfare on merchant shipping

At this stage of the naval war this could be little more than scare tactics as the German ‘U’ Boat strength 
was only 21 with  only 5 or less at sea at any one time. However the USA, who traded extensively with 
Britain, objected strongly to this tactic. Germany wanted to avoid, at this point, any confrontation with 
America and orders were issued to German commanders to avoid the sinking of American ships.  In March 
1915 more than 5,000 ships entered British ports of which only 21 were attacked. However the threat of 
submarine attack did deter a considerable amount of neutral shipping from sailing to and from British ports. 

6th February - 2nd Battalion RWK disembark at Basra
At the outbreak of war 2nd Battalion QORWK were in India and after arriving at Basra were transhipped by 
river steamer up stream to Qurna at the junction of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

7th – 22nd  February
Russia defeated at the 2nd battle of Masurian Lakes

This battle, the Winter Battle of the Masurian Lakes lasted for just over 2 weeks. The Germans attacked 
with two armies, the Eighth and Tenth against the Russian Tenth Army, commanded by General Sievers 
and their Twelfth Army under General Pavel Piehve.  General Below’s Eighth Army attacked the Russians 
from the south against their left flank in a blinding snow storm easily overcoming any resistance and 
advancing 70 miles. The following day General Hermann von Eichon’s Tenth Army attacked the Russians 
from the north. The Russian army retreated and the Russian XX Corps held off a further German advance 
for 10 days before they were surrounded and the entire Corps surrendered. Their heroic stance however 
allowed three remaining Russian Corps to escape. On February 22nd the Russian General Piehve counter 
attacked and checked the German advance.

The Russians lost over 56,000 casualties and a further 100,000 were taken prisoner. German losses were 
relatively light and manly from exposure due to the intense cold.

19th February
Naval attack on the Dardenelles begins

Russia declared war on the Ottoman Empire on 2nd November, 1914 and the British followed suit on 6th 
November. An unsuccessful Ottoman attack on Russia through the Caucasus Mountains was launched 
in December 1914(Battle of Sarikamish), leading the Russians to call for aid from Britain in January 1915.

TIME LINE 1915
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Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, had entertained plans of capturing the Dardanelles 
as early as September 1914 which would give Russia a supply route and might encourage Bulgaria and 
Romania to join the allied side. The Russian plea for assistance, coupled with a perception of the Ottoman 
Empire as a weak enemy “the sick man of Europe” made the prospect of a campaign in the Dardanelles 
seem appealing. On 3rd November 1914, Churchill ordered the first British attack on the Dardanelles 
following the opening of hostilities between Ottoman and Russian empires. The British attack was carried 
out by battle cruisers of Carden’s Mediterranean Squadron, HMS Indomitable and HMS Indefatigable, as 
well as the obsolete French battleships Suffren and Vérité. It will be noted that this attack actually took 

place before a formal declaration of war had 
been made by Britain against the Ottoman 
Empire.

The intention of the attack was to test the 
fortifications and measure the Ottoman 
response. The results were deceptively 

encouraging. In a twenty minute bombardment, a single shell struck the magazine of the fort at Sedd 
el Bahr at the tip of the Gallipoli peninsula, displacing (but not destroying) ten guns and killing eighty-
six Turkish soldiers. Total casualties during the attack were 150, of which forty were German. The most 
significant consequence was that the attention of the Ottomans was drawn to strengthening their defences, 
and they set about expanding the mine field and the installation of major gun batteries.

What was to become the Battle of Gallipoli, a 10-month battle of attrition, began at 07:30 on 19th February 
1915. Two destroyers were sent in to probe the straits. The first shot was fired from Kumkale by the Orhaniye 
Tepe battery’s (9.4 in) Krupp guns at 07:58. The battleships HMS Cornwallis and HMS Vengeance moved in 
to engage the forts and the first British shot of the campaign proper was fired at 09:51 by HMS Cornwallis. 
The day’s bombardment lacked the spectacular results of the 3rd November. Other attempts were made 
on 25th February and on 1st March but little progress was made in clearing the Turkish minefields.. 

On 4th  March, raids on the outer defences were resisted, leaving twenty-three marines dead. HMS Queen 
Elizabeth was called on to engage the inner defences, at first from the Aegean coast near Gaba Tepe, 
firing across the peninsula, and later from within the straits. On the night of 13th March, the cruiser HMS 
Amethyst led six minesweepers in an attempt to clear the mines. Four of the trawlers were hit and Amethyst 
was badly damaged with nineteen stokers killed from a single hit.

On 15th  March, the admiralty informed Carden that they agreed to his plan for a further all out attack by 
daylight, with the minesweepers operating under the direct protection of the entire fleet. Carden was taken 
ill the same day, and had to be replaced by Rear Admiral John de Robeck who had already expressed 
misgivings with the likelihood of being able to silence the Ottoman guns by bombardment, and that this 
view was widely held on board the ship.

On the night of 18th March the Ottoman minelayer Nusret laid a line of mines in Eren Köy Bay, a wide bay 
along the Asian shore just inside the entrance to the straits. The new line of between 20 and 26 mines ran 
parallel to the shore, were moored at 50 ft and spaced about 100 yd apart. The clear water meant that the 
mines could have been seen through the water by spotter planes.

The British battleships were arranged in three lines, two British and one French, with supporting ships on 
the flanks and two ships in reserve. Gaulois, Suffren, Agamemnon and Inflexible all suffered hits. While 
the naval fire had not destroyed the Ottoman batteries, it had succeeded in temporarily reducing their fire. 
By 13:25, the Ottoman defences were mostly silent so de Robeck decided to withdraw the French line and 
bring forward the second British line as well as Swiftsure and Majestic. But the Allied forces had failed to 
properly reconnoitre the area and sweep it for mines. Aircraft from the seaplane carrier HMS Ark Royal 
had discovered a number of mines on the 16th and 17th March but failed to spot the line of mines laid by 
the Nusret in Eren Köy Bay. On the day of the attack civilian trawlers sweeping for mines in front of line did 
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discover and destroyed three mines in an area thought to be clear, before the 
civilian crews withdrew under fire. This information was not passed on to de 
Robeck and thus, the catastrophe began to unfold. At 13:54, Bouvet—having 
made a turn to starboard into Eren Köy Bay—struck a mine, capsized and 
sank within a couple of minutes, killing 639 crewmen. 

The British pressed on with the attack. Around 16:00, HMS Inflexible began 
to withdraw and struck a mine near where Bouvet went down, killing thirty 
crewmen. HMS Irresistible was the next to be mined. Finally at 18:05, HMS 
Ocean struck a mine which jammed the steering gear leaving her likewise helpless. The abandoned 
battleships were still floating when the British withdrew. The 18th March was a significant victory for the 
Ottoman Empire. For just 118 casualties, they sank three battleships and damaged another with mines 
and inflicted seven hundred casualties on the British-French fleet. On 25th April, the army launched the 
Gallipoli Campaign and significant naval forces were devoted to support of that operation.(see below)

10th - 13th March
The Battle of Neuve Chapelle

The gallant defence of Neuve Chapelle by  1 QORWK in late October 1914 resulted in  the battalion losing 
450 men and came out of the action commanded by a Lieutenant and a 2nd/Lt. 

Neuve Chapelle was the area where Britain launched its first set-piece offensive on the Western Front on 
March 10th 1915, attacking at Neuve Chapelle with the aim to break through to the higher ground of Aubers 
Ridge.

Soldiers from the colonial Indian Army, sent to France to reinforce British troops in 1914, played a significant 
role in this battle, overrunning German positions in the early stages of the attack. But the advance stalled, 
hampered by poor communications. Trench warfare advantaged defence over attack and delays allowed 
the Germans to reorganise and bring up reinforcements. It was to become a familiar pattern in the First 
World War.

The offensive was called off after three days, with only minimal British gains.

17th April 
Hill 60

1st Bn The Queen’s Own were selected to lead the attack by 13th Brigade on Hill 60 and on the night of 
16th April they moved forward under cover of darkness to their FUP. At 7pm the following day having lain 
quiet all day, the mines were fired and seventy guns in support opened up on the German positions and 
the position was taken. 

Between 17th and 19th April 13 Brigade suffered over 1,300 casualties on the Hill of which 300 were from 
1 Queen’s Own. A detailed article covering the battle featured in the last issue of the Journal.

22nd April -  5th May
 Second battle of Ypres

At around 5:00 p.m. on 22nd April, the German Army released 170 tons of chlorine gas over a 6.5 km front, 
on the part of the line held by French Territorial and colonial Moroccan and Algerian troops of the French 
45th and 87th divisions. German troops carried 5,730 gas cylinders, weighing 90 pounds each, to the front 
by hand. The cylinders were opened by hand, relying on the prevailing winds to carry the gas towards 
enemy lines. Because of this method of dispersal, a large number of German soldiers were injured or killed 
in the process of carrying out the attack.

HMS Inflexible



18

The French troops in the path of the gas cloud had over  6,000 casualties, many 
of whom died within ten minutes, primarily from asphyxiation and tissue damage 
in the lungs, many more were blinded. The chlorine gas, being denser than air, 
quickly filled the trenches, forcing the troops to climb out into heavy enemy fire.

Many French troops ran for their lives, while others stood their ground and waited 
for the cloud to pass by. A 4-mile gap was left in the front line. German troops 
advanced at 5:00 p.m. but dusk, apprehension about the effect of the gas and 
lack of reserves prevented the Germans from exploiting the gap.  Canadian troops 
were able to defend the flank of the break-in by urinating into cloths and putting 
them to their faces, to counter the effects of the gas. Casualties were especially 
heavy for the 13th Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), which was 
enveloped on three sides and over-extended by the demands of securing its left 
flank once the Algerian Division had broken.

At Kitcheners’ Wood, the 10th Battalion of the 2nd Canadian Brigade was ordered 
to counter-attack into the gap created by the gas attack. They formed up after 11:00 
p.m. on the night of 22nd April, with the 16th Battalion (Canadian Scottish) of the 

3rd Brigade arriving as they were forming to support the advance. Both battalions attacked each with over 
800 men, formed up in waves of two companies each at 11:46 p.m. Without reconnaissance, the battalions 
ran into obstacles halfway to the objective and were engaged with small-arms fire from the wood, initiating 
an impromptu bayonet charge. The attack cleared the former oak plantation of Germans, but at the cost 
of 1,200  casualties. 

Colonel Geddes, Commanding Officer of 2nd Bn The Buffs, was ordered to form a nearly Brigade sized 
detachment with 2nd Buffs, elements of the 3rd Middlesex , 5th King’s Own Royal Lancasters, and 1st 
Yorks and Lancs and to rapidly moved forward to cover the Canadian left flank at St. Jean which was wide 
open as was the road to Ypres and the German advance was stemmed.  Colonel Geddes was killed just a 
few days later on 28th April and is buried in Ypres Reservoir Cemetery.

25th April
Allied landings on Gallipoli

The Allies planned to land and secure the northern shore, capturing 
the Ottoman forts and artillery batteries there so that a naval force 
could advance through the Narrows and the Sea of Marmara towards 
Constantinople. Scheduled for 23rd April but postponed until 25th April 
due to bad weather,[ landings were to be made at six beaches on the 
peninsula. The 29th Division was to land at Helles on the tip of the 
peninsula and then advance upon the forts at Kilitbahir. The Anzacs, with 
the 3rd Infantry Brigade spearheading the assault, were to land north 
of Gaba Tepe on the Aegean coast, from where they could advance 
across the peninsula, cutting off the Ottoman troops in Kilitbahir. The 
small cove in and around which they landed became known as “Anzac 
Cove”. This sector of the Gallipoli Peninsula became known as “Anzac”; 
the area held by the British and French became known as the “Helles 
sector” or simply “Helles”. The French made a diversionary landing at 
Kum Kale on the Asian shore, before re-embarking to hold the eastern 
area of the Helles sector. There was a diversion by the Royal Naval 
Division, including a solo effort by New Zealander Bernard Freyberg at 
Bulair,for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order.

The Brooding 
Soldier memorial 
commemorating 

the Canadian 
sacrifice at St. 

Julliene.
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The Helles landing was made by the 29th Division, under the command of Major General Aylmer Hunter-
Weston. The division landed on five beaches in an arc about the tip of the peninsula, named from east to 
west as ‘S’, ‘V’, ‘W’, ‘X’ and ‘Y’ Beaches. On 1 May, the 29th Indian Infantry Brigade (including the 1/6th 
Gurkha Rifles) landed, took and secured Sari Bair above the landing beaches, and were later joined by two 
other Gurkha battalions, the 1st/5th and the 2nd/10th; the Zion Mule Corps landed at Helles on 27th April. 
At ‘Y’ Beach, during the first engagement around the village of Krithia (First Battle of Krithia), the Allies 
were able to land unopposed and advance inland. There were only a small number of defenders in the 
village, but lacking orders to exploit the position, the ‘Y’ Beach commander withdrew his force to the beach. 
It was as close as they came to capturing the village throughout the rest of the campaign as the Ottomans 
brought up a battalion of the 25th Regiment, checking any further movement.

The main landings were made at ‘V’ Beach, beneath the old Seddülbahir fortress and at ‘W’ Beach, a 
short distance to the west on the other side of the Helles headland. The covering force from the Royal 
Munster Fusiliers and Hampshires landed from a converted collier, SS River Clyde, which was run aground 
beneath the fortress so that the troops could disembark via ramps to the shore. The Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
landed at ‘V’ Beach from open boats. At ‘W’ Beach, the Lancashire Fusiliers also landed in open boats, on 
a shore overlooked by dunes and obstructed with barbed wire. On both beaches the Ottoman defenders 
occupied good defensive positions and inflicted many casualties on the British infantry as they landed. 
Troops emerging one-by-one from sally ports on the River Clyde were shot by machine-gunners at the 
Seddülbahir fort. Of the first 200 soldiers to disembark, only 21 men reached the beach.

As at Anzac, the Ottoman defenders were too few to defeat the landing but inflicted many casualties and 
contained the attack close to the shore. By the morning of 25th April 1915, out of ammunition and left 
with nothing but bayonets to meet the attackers on the slopes leading up from the beach to the heights 
of Chunuk Bair, the Turkish 57th Infantry Regiment received orders from Kemal, commanding the 19th 
Division: “I do not order you to fight, I order you to die. In the time which passes until we die, other troops 
and commanders can come forward and take our places”. Every man of that regiment was either killed in 
action or wounded. As a sign of respect, the 57th Regiment no longer exists in the Turkish Army.

At ‘W’ Beach, thereafter known as Lancashire Landing, the Lancashires were able to overwhelm the 
defences despite the loss of 600 casualties from 1,000 men. The battalions which landed at ‘V’ Beach 
suffered about 70 percent casualties. Six awards of the Victoria Cross were made among the Lancashires 
at ‘W’ Beach. A further six Victoria Crosses were awarded among the infantry and sailors at the ‘V’ Beach 
landing and three more were awarded the following day as they fought their way off the beach. Five squads 
of Ottoman infantry led by Sergeant Yahya distinguished themselves by repulsing several attacks on their 
hilltop position, the defenders eventually disengaging under cover of darkness. After the landings, so few 
remained from the Dublin and Munster Fusiliers that they were amalgamated into “The Dubsters”. Only one 
Dubliner officer survived the landing, while of the 1,012 Dubliners who landed, just 11 survived the Gallipoli 
campaign unscathed.

After the landings, little was done by the Allies to exploit the situation, 
and apart from a few limited advances inland by small groups of men, 
most troops stayed on or close to the beaches. The Allied attack lost 
momentum and the Ottomans had time to bring up reinforcements and 
rally the small number of defending troops.[

British dead amounted to34,072 with a further 78,520 wounded and 7,654 
missing a total of 120,246

In addition the Australians lost 8,709 and New Zealanders 2,721, about a 
quarter of those who had landed on the peninsula.

U 20
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7th May
British liner Lusitania sunk by German ‘U’ Boat

On 4 February 1915 Admiral Hugo von Pohl, commander of the German High Seas Fleet, published a 
warning in the Deutscher Reichsanzeiger (Imperial German Gazette):

(1) The waters around Great Britain and Ireland, including the whole of the English Channel, are hereby 
declared to be a War Zone. From February 18th onwards every enemy merchant vessel encountered 
in this zone will be destroyed, nor will it always be possible to avert the danger thereby threatened to 
the crew and passengers.

(2) Neutral vessels also will run a risk in the War Zone, because in view of the hazards of sea warfare 
and the British authorization of January 31 of the misuse of neutral flags, it may not always be possible 
to prevent attacks on enemy ships from harming neutral ships.

The Lusitania departed Pier 54 in New York on 1st May 1915, and by 
4th May had crossed the half-way point of her journey. Around this 
time, the U-boat U20 appeared off the Irish coast off the Old Head 
of Kinsdale. U20 was captained by Kapitän-leutnant Schwieger. 
In all, there were about 15 German U boats in the “European War 
Zone” - the zone that the Lusitania was about to move into. U20 
had left its base at Emden on April 31st 1915. In its journey to the 
Atlantic it had attacked a Danish merchant ship but let it go once its 
Danish flag had been spotted. An old three-masted schooner was 

also attacked by U20; its crew was allowed to escape in their life rafts and then the schooner was sunk. 

May 6th brought better targets for U20. Medium-sized liners called the ‘Candidate’ and the ‘Centurion’ were 
both attacked and sunk. Neither sinking led to any casualties - though Schwieger had not given a warning 
to either ship. At 19.50 on May 6th, the Lusitania received the first of a number of warnings from the 
Admiralty about U-boat activity off the south coast of Ireland. The crew went through a number of safety 
drills and some watertight bulkheads were closed. But the night passed without further incident.

The next day, May 7th, the Lusitania came into sight of the Irish coast. The ship’s captain, Captain Turner, 
became concerned as he could see no other ship ahead of him - more especially, he was concerned that 
he could see no protective naval ships. It was as if all other ships had cleared the waters as a result of the 
Admiralty’s warning.

By 13.40 on May 7th, Turner could see the Old Head of Kinsdale - a well known sighting for any experienced 
sailor in the region. At around the same time, the Lusitania was spotted by U20. The first torpedo was fired 
at 14.09. At 14.10, Schwieger noted in his log:

“Shot hits starboard side right behind bridge. An unusually heavy detonation follows with a strong explosion 
cloud...”

“great confusion on board... they must have lost their heads.”

The Lusitania took just eighteen minutes to sink, only six out of 48 lifeboats were launched successfully, 
with several more overturning, splintering to pieces and breaking apart. Eighteen minutes after the torpedo 
struck, the bow struck the seabed while the stern was still above the surface, and in a manner similar 
to the sinking of Titanic three years earlier, the stern rose into the air and slid beneath the waves. 1,153 
passengers and crew drowned including 128 Americans. In the hours after the sinking, acts of heroism 
amongst both the survivors of the sinking and the Irish rescuers who had heard word of Lusitania’s distress 
signals, brought the survivor count to 764, three of whom later died from injuries sustained during the 
sinking.
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9th May – 18th June
French & British begin 2nd Battle of Artois

A French offensive at Artois raged from May 9th to mid-June, the French suffering 100,000 more casualties 
and the Germans 75,000. On September 25th the British and French tried another offensive. Little was 
gained and 142,000 more men were lost, the Germans losing 141,000.

More than 11,000 British casualties were sustained on 9th May 1915 alone, the vast majority within yards 
of their own front-line trench. Mile for mile, Division for Division, this was one of the highest rates of loss 
during the entire war.

23rd May
Italy declares war on Austria

10th August
The Kent Battalion

Kent Composite Battalion landed at Sulva Bay. made up of four rifle companies one each from 2/4th and 
2/5th Buffs and one each from 2/4th and 2/5th Queen’s Own. 2/4th Queen’s Own in addition provided the 
Headquarter Company and a machine Gun section. 

21st August: 
Italy declares war on Turkey.

1st September
Germans suspend unrestricted ‘U’ boat offensive

(This to keep the USA out of the war)

25th Sept. – 6th Nov
French attack at the Second Battle of Champagne

The attack was launched by General Petain’s Second Army and General De Langley de Cary’s Fourth 
Army after a lengthy bombardment and the release of Chlorine Gas by the French immediately before the 
infantry advanced on 25th September, the same day as the British  attack at Loos and the French attack 
at the Third battle of Artois.

 The initial attack went well and the German front line being taken in many places.  The German second 
defensive line was, however, virtually intact and the attack bogged down. The French continued their 
attacks until the end of October. The Germans then launched a counter attack that recovered most of the 
ground that they had lost since 25th September. The French offensive was abandoned on 6th November 
after they had suffered nearly 150,000 casualties.
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25th September to 8th October
The Battle of Loos

The Battle of Loos was the largest British offensive mounted on the 
Western Front in 1915. For the first time the British employed the 
use of poison gas prior to the British attack, and about 140 tons 
of chlorine gas was released, with mixed success; in places the 
gas was blown back onto British trenches. Due to the inefficiency 
of the contemporary gas masks, many soldiers removed them as 
they could not see through the fogged-up talc eyepieces or could 
barely breathe with them on. This led to some British soldiers being 
affected by their own gas, as it blew back across their lines.  The 

battle was the first mass engagement of New Army units and the British 
offensive was part of the attempt by the French to break through the German 
defences in Artois and Champagne and restore a war of movement but the 
Franco-British attacks were contained by the German armies, except for 
local losses of ground. The battle also marked the third use of specialist 
Royal Engineer tunnelling companies, who deployed mines underground to 
disrupt enemy defence lines through the use of tunnels and the detonation 
of large amounts of explosives at zero hour.

Haig’s infantry attacked at 6:30 a.m. on 25th September and within 30 
minutes he had requested the release of the reserves but in the final 
analysis the gains were only marginal.

In the battle that followed the British suffered over 60,000 casualties of which  8th Royal West Kents lost 
580, of which 24 were officers, 8th Buffs lost 558, of which 24 were officers including Colonel Romer their 
Commanding Officer, one of 29 CO’s lost, and 6th Buffs lost 409, of which 18 were officers.

10th December
Allied force begins withdrawal from Gallipoli

(Completed by 6th January 1916)

After the failure of the August offensive on the Peninsular it was appreciated that success could not be 
achieved at Gallipoli. At about 1.40 p.m. on 13th November 1915 a small boat arrived at North Beach. From 
it stepped Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, Commander in Chief of the British Army. He had come to see the 
situation there for himself. As a result of this visit the decision to withdraw all Allied troops from the Gallipoli 
Peninsula was taken. So, after 8 long, bloody months and with winter fast approaching, the much tried 
troops started to put into place preparations for evacuation.

Once the decision had been taken, the biggest problem was how to leave the peninsula without arousing 
the suspicions of the Turks. A detailed evacuation plan was devised by an Australian, Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Brudenell White. This involved elaborate deception operations such as the so-called ‘silent stunts’ 
of late November where no artillery fire or sniping was to occur from the Anzac lines. It was hoped that this 
would accustom the Turks to the idea that preparations were underway for the coming winter. Hopefully, 
the enemy would not, therefore, interpret these silences as a withdrawal. Right to the end, great care was 
taken to keep up the kind of irregular rifle and artillery fire from Anzac that would be expected by the Turks.

An evacuation schedule planned for the leaving of Anzac in three stages. In the ‘preliminary stage’, to be 
set in motion while awaiting word from London that the British Cabinet had approved Lord Kitchener’s 
recommendation to evacuate, men and equipment would be taken off consistent with a garrison preparing 

Wounded being evacuated
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for a purely defensive winter campaign. After Cabinet approval, the ‘intermediate’ stage would commence, 
during which the number of soldiers on Anzac would be reduced to a point where they could still hold off a 
major Turkish attack for about one week. Then, over 11 nights from the 8th to the 20th of December 1915, 
90 000 troops were quietly and efficiently evacuated from the Anzac beaches and the Suvla Bay area.  On 
the last night, only 5,000 troops manned the Anzac trenches. 

The final British troops departed from Lancashire Landing around 04:00 hrs on 8th January 1916. The 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment was chosen to be a part of the rearguard, finally withdrawing from Gallipoli 
on 9 January 1916. Among the first to land, remnants of The Plymouth Battalion, Royal Marine Light 
Infantry were the last to leave the Peninsula. Despite casualty predictions for this last part of the evacuation 
of up to 30,000 casualties, 35,268 troops, 3,689 horses and mules, 127 guns, 328 vehicles and 1,600 long 
tons of equipment were removed. 508 mules which could not be embarked were killed so as not to fall into 
Turkish hands, and 1,590 vehicles were left behind with destroyed wheels. 

The evacuation operation was easily the most successful element of the entire campaign, with casualty 
figures significantly lower than Hamilton had predicted (official figures quote just three casualties).

As a result of the disastrous campaign, Churchill resigned as First Lord of the Admiralty and accepted a 
commission to command an infantry battalion in France.

Editor’s note: The Kent Composite Battalion (Buffs & Queen’s Own), by then but 350 strong, were evacuated 
from Little ‘C’ Beach on the night of 13th/14th December. Boarding a Greek tramp steamer, in the words of 
one of those evacuated, Signaller F Hawkins 2/5th Buffs, “It was one of the dirtiest boats imaginable, we 
were packed in like sardines, and in the bad weather the boat rolled abominably. We had to buy food from 
the Greeks but for the first time for weeks enjoyed fresh white bread. A few hours later the battalion were 
landed at Mudros Harbour on Lemnos and transferred to SS Haverford, a two funnelled cattle boat which 
was equally dirty and had about 100 very sick mules on board . The rest of the Brigade, 2/10th Middlesex, 
1 2/4 Queen’s, 1/4 Royal Sussex, each with only about 300 men, were with us and we landed at Alexandria 
on 19th December. The terrible experience that was Gallipoli was over”

18th December 1915
Haigh replaces French as British Commander in Chief-Western Front
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The Most Decorated NCO of World War 1

Lance Corporal William Harold Coltman, 1 / 6th Bn, North Staffordshire Regiment, 
was the most decorated serviceman of the First World War ( 1914-1918 ). In the last 

two years of the war he was awarded the Victoria Cross, Distinguished Conduct Medal 
twice, and Military Medal twice, all whilst he was acting as a stretcher-bearer. Prior to 
any of the above awards, Coltman was Mentioned in Despatches.

William Coltman was invested with his Victoria Cross by King George V at Buckingham 
Palace on 22nd May 1919.

The citation for the award of the Victoria Cross reads: -  The Victoria Cross. Mannequin Hill, France, 
3 - 4 October 1918, 241028 Lance Corporal William Harold Coltman DCM, MM & Bar, 1 / 6th Bn, North 
Staffordshire Regiment.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative and devotion to duty. During the operations at Mannequin Hill, 
N.E. of Sequehart, on the 3rd and 4th October 1918, Lance Corporal Coltman, a stretcher-bearer, hearing 
that wounded had been left behind during a retirement, on his own initiative, went forward alone in the 
face of fierce enfilade fire, found the wounded, dressed them, and on three successive occasions carried 
comrades on his back to safety, thus saving their lives.

The Medal entitlement of Lance Corporal William Harold 
Coltman,

Victoria Cross, Distinguished Conduct Medal ( DCM ) & Bar 
•Military Medal ( MM ) & Bar, 1914 - 15 Star, British War 
Medal ( 1914-20 ), Victory Medal ( 1914-19 ) + MiD Oakleaf 
Defence Medal ( 1939-45 ), King George VI Coronation 
Medal ( 1937 ), Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal ( 1953 ) 
Special Constabulary Long Service Medal, Croix de Guerre ( France )

After the First World War ended Coltman returned to Burton on Trent and took a job as a groundskeeper 
with the town’s Parks Department. During the Second World War he commanded the Burton on Trent 
Army Cadet Force with the rank of Captain. He retired from his job in 1963 and died at Outwoods Hospital, 
Burton on Trent, in 1974 at the age of 82

THE DUTIES OF A COMMITTEE (WEALD STYLE)
By Captain Micky (The Oracle) Gwilliam

I have been asked to explain the duties of The Committee, and although this applies to Weald Branch it 
may serve to explain the duties of Committees in other Branches. Or indeed any other organisation.

The Chairman has a grand title and, with Chair in it the name might suggest that somehow 
he sits at the pinnacle of the organisation. He certainly believes he does. The Chairman’s 
power is, in reality, largely decorative and subject to the concurrence of two other people. By 
far the most powerful of these is Mrs. Chairman, for it is she who permits The Chairman to 
BE The Chairman. She approves and manages that time when The Chairman 

is not involved in his main role, which is playing golf. She arranges for the rest of his time to 
be divided into, in descending order of importance: Family Duty (aka being a grandfather); 
Battlefields Tours (aka Holidays, or Teaching the Continentals Who Stopped Them Being 
Owned by Someone Else); and Branch affairs (see The Secretary – below).
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The Secretary is the person who organises the affairs of the Branch in such a manner 
that The Chairman believes that it is he who organises the affairs of the Branch. He 
is the apologist for The Chairman when Mrs Chairman decides he is to be involved 
in one of his priority roles. This The Secretary does with a sigh of relief as it is then 
that the business of The Branch can be steered on the right path. Or Does What the 
Secretary Wants, as it is known. The Secretary also produces the Paper Trail which 
he can produce at any moment to show that, yes indeed the Branch did decide to 

subsidise any pet activity. But see Treasurer (below).

The Welfare Officer is he who looks for malingerers. In theory he may authorise the 
purchase of boxes of chocolates or flowers, but see Treasurer below. As The Branch is 
amazingly healthy, and he hasn’t had to buy any flowers (or chocolates) recently he is also 
ex officio.

The Raffle Member: He therefore is in a symbiotic relationship with the Treasurer. Which 
is quite legal.

The Standard Bearers are three in number and, as there are two standards, they spend 
all their time squabbling over who shall (or maybe shall not) be carrying standards and 
therefore have no time to pay attention to anything that is going on. Their acquiescence to 
Committee Decisions can therefore be assumed to be in agreement with The Secretary’s 
(who has the Paper Trail to prove it).

Treasurer (note: no definite article). Whatever other members of 
The Committee may think, it is Treasurer who runs The Branch. This is because he 
holds the cheque book, and is a signatory to The Account. In theory there is another 
signatory but no one can remember who it is and Treasurer isn’t telling. So if any boxes 
of chocolates (or flowers) need buying it can only be with his say-so. Likewise Outings, 
Christmas Lunches, Secretary’s Personal Expenses. It is quite a good idea to keep 
Treasurer sweet. With chocolates if necessary, which he can pay for, or flowers.

There is one other largely mythical person who occasionally appears and, as he seems to 
feel that he has some power over or expects deference from The Branch or Association, 
needs to be mentioned. He is: - THE PRESIDENT (note capitals). No one is quite sure 
what he does. Some suggest that when not seen he disperses into the firmament, others 
that he disguises himself as a haggis and infiltrates SNP meetings. The President is 
appointed not elected. This means that for a few brief moments each year, when The 
Committee stands down, he is The Supreme Being (in an entirely non-religious sense) 
and could in theory completely change the ethos and direction of The Branch. The only 
thing preventing this is the thought that if he does go off into a strange and unnerving direction The 
Committee might decide not to offer themselves for re-election and he would then have to live with the 
consequences. He can also be quite scary until you get to know him. (He told me to say that bit). He is 
known mainly for driving Indian-owned British-built cars and hobnobbing with Lord’s Lieutenant.

The Committee Member is there in case any jobs come up which other Members don’t 
fancy.

The Members are there to make The Committee feel needed. And loved.
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PUNNIAR - 29th DECEMBER 1843

The Battle Honour “Punniar” was awarded 
to both The 3rd (The Buffs) and The 50th 

(The Queen’s Own) Regiments of Foot for their 
conduct  at the Battle of Punniar during the 
Gwalior Campaign in India in 1843. The only 
other unit of the British Army  which bears this 
Battle Honour is The 9th Royal Lancers.

When the ruler of the  Mahratta State of Gwalior 
died in February 1843, his widow, the Rani, 
adopted a young boy as his successor. This 
started a struggle for the regency of the state. 
At first an individual with the amazing name 
of Mama Sahib was appointed. As a result of 
internal intrigues, so frequent in India at the time, 
he was soon replaced by a regent who had the 
backing of the Gwalior Army, a situation which 
the Governor General, Lord Ellenborough, could 
not allow. He demanded the disbandment of the 
Gwalior troops. The Rani refused. So the British 
Commander-in-Chief was ordered to  assemble 
an ‘Army of Observation’ on the borders of 
Gwalior, in the hope that it’s very presence would 
have the desired effect. 

The Commander-in-Chief, 
General Sir Hugh Gough, 
decided to divide the 
Army of Observation into 
two parts. He ordered the 
right wing, under his own 
command, to assemble 
at Agra, and the left wing, 
under Major-General Sir 
John Grey, at Kunch and 
Jhansi. His plan was 
that, if necessary, the 
right wing would march 

southwards and the left wing north-westwards on 
Gwalior city, the capital, thereby preventing the 
Gwalior Army from dispersing after defeat into 
guerrilla bands.

The Buffs, commanded by Lt. Col. J. O. Clunie, 
marched out from Allahabad about 600 strong 
on November 11th. Leaving a rear party of sick 
men in charge of the its families and property, 
The Queen’s Own under Lt. Col. J. Anderson, left 
Cawnpore on November 14th. Near Kunch, both 
regiments linked up with their brigades. The Buffs 

joined 1st Brigade and The Queen’s Own the 2nd 
Brigade. Kunchis 70 miles east of Gwalior city 
and Jhansi, where the rest of Grey’s wing was 
assembling, is 50 miles south-west of Kunch. 
Grey’s wing consisted of The 9th Lancers, The 
Buffs, The Queen’s Own, two batteries of Bengal 
Horse Artillery, a company of Bengal Sappers 
and Miners, an Indian cavalry regiment and six 
Indian infantry units.

On December 11th, as the Gwalior Army had 
not been disbanded, the Governor-General 
ordered Sir Hugh Gough to move his two wings 
forward. On Christmas Eve, the whole of the left 
wing forded the River Sind and entered Gwalior 
state from the east. By then, the right wing had 
advanced one day’s march into Gwalior territory. 
On Christmas Day, Sir Hugh learned that a strong 
force of Mahrattas had taken the field and was 
interposed between the two wings of his army.

Sir Hugh Gough sent his final orders to Sir John 
Grey, namely that he should avoid the dangerous 
defile at Antri, through which the main road to 
Gwalior city ran, and turn west to another road 
which ran through  Punniar to the capital. Sir 
Hugh added that further co-operation between 
the two wings would depend on circumstances.

Sir John’s wing continued its march towards 
the main road until, on the 28th, it was in sight 
of the Antri Pass. In the bivouac that evening 
the Brigadier of the 32nd Brigade accidently 
shot himself with his pistol. Colonel Anderson 
assumed command of the brigade and Brevet-Lt. 
Col. P. J. Petit of The Queen’s Own.

Next morning a recce patrol of The 9th Lancers 
found that the Antri Pass was held by Mahratta 
troops. In compliance with the Commander-
in-Chief’s orders, Sir John turned westwards 
across country, the ground being suitable for 
the passage of his guns and wheeled transport. 
His cavalry, artillery and three infantry brigades, 
encumbered with a vast number of baggage 
animals and camp followers formed a column ten 
miles long.  His route was parallel to a range of 
hills, which he knew was occupied by the enemy. 
Even so, although the infantry marched with 
loosened ammunition and the gunners with fuses 

General Sir Hugh 
Gough
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lit, he did not send out a right flank guard. Nor did 
he send protective piquets to the ridge.

After a march of 16 miles, Grey’s advanced guard 
reached the bivouac ground near Punniar, and 
the normal outposts were paced in position. At 
about four o’clock in the afternoon, the main body 
arrived and began to pitch  the tents for the night.

The transport and followers still stretched back 
for several miles. Suddenly there was heavy 
firing on the baggage-train, and cannon balls fell 
into the camp and for a time all was confusion. 
The “Assembly” was sounded on the bugle, and 
the infantry stood to arms while the cavalry rode 
back to help the rearguard.

Covered by the fire of the outposts, Colonel 
Clunie formed up The Buffs and led them out 
against the enemy who had emerged from the 
range of hills to attack the long baggage column. 
The Buffs were quickly followed by the company 
of Sappers and Miners. As they hurried up the 
slope, the Mahrattas withdrew into the hills where 
they took up a position on the far side of a stony 
valley some two miles from the camp.

The Buffs, Sappers 
and Miners, soon 
supported by a battery 
of Horse Artillery, 
charged the Mahrattas 
with the bayonet in 
the face of a galling 
fire and drove them 
from their position. 
The Buffs captured 
11 guns, which were 
promptly turned 
against the enemy. A 

young Mahratta, waving a standard, tried to rally 
his comrades, but they continued to fall back 
leaving the standard -bearer riddled with bullets. 
Their standard was picked up by Private Daly 
of The Buffs and was carried for the rest of the 
battle by Lieutenant Douglas.

The Buffs had driven back the enemy immediately 
in front of them, but there was still a large part 
of the Mahratta force to be dealt with. At about 
five o’clock the 2nd Brigade, with The Queen’s 
Own leading, started up the hill from the bivouac. 
When they reached the crest of the ridge the 

Mahratta artillery opened fire but many of the 
balls fell wide. Colonel Anderson  could see The 
Buffs engaged half a mile to the left. In front the 
stony valley was filled with enemy infantry and 
on the far slope were four guns. As The Queen’s 
Own moved down the hill they were met with 
grape and canister fired from the four guns and 
volleys from the muskets of the Mahratta infantry. 
At the bottom the regiment halted in the shelter 
of a low bank, whence the men opened fire with 
their newly-issued percussion muskets.

The day light was failing fast. General Grey was 
nowhere to be found. So Colonel Anderson 
ordered the valley to be cleared. With a cheer, 
The Queen’s Own, led by Colonel Petit, charged 
across the valley and up the far slope. The 
Mahratta gunners stuck to their guns and kept up 
their fire until the regiment was within ten yards 
of them. They then slashed away with their sharp 
sabres being forced back only at the point of 
the bayonet. The four guns were taken but few 
prisoners.

The Buffs, Sappers and Miners and the 2nd 
Brigade now moved forward, driving the 
Mahrattas before them until nightfall put a stop 
to the grim work of butt and bayonet. Had it been 
light enough for the cavalry to pursue them, 
there is no doubt that the Mahrattas would have 
suffered severely.

In the darkness the weary troops collected 
their dead and wounded and marched back to 
the bivouac. On the way a party of Buffs met 
with  a tragic accident. It seems that Captain R. 
N. Magrath and 12 men of the Light Company 
volunteered to destroy some enemy ammunition 
wagons, and that a portfire exploded the contents 
of one of the wagons  before the party could 
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get clear. Most of the men were killed outright. 
Magrath and one or two others died of their 
injuries later.

The total casualties in Sir John Grey’s wing were 
213, the British regiments having 116 casualties 
and the Indian units 96. Colonel Anderson was 
severely wounded. The Buffs had  one officer, 
three colour-sergeants and 13 privates killed 
with two officers and 52 other ranks wounded. 
The Queen’s Own had one officer, one corporal 
and eight privates killed with three sergeants, 
and 39 rank and file wounded. The 
dead were buried that night in the 
presence of General Grey and his 
staff.

While the left wing had been fighting 
at Punniar, Sir Hugh Gough’s  wing 
had, on the same day,  defeated 
another force of Mahrattas at  
Maharajpur, about 25 miles north 
of Punniar. On December 30th, 
the left wing marched on towards 
Gwalior city and joined Gough’s 
wing outside its walls. After negotiations, both 
wings occupied the capital. The Army of Gwalior 

was disbanded before the end of January. The 
campaign was over.

Colonel Clunie was awarded the C.B.  for “the 
gallant and judicious manner in which he took his 
regiment into action and overcame all obstacles.”

Colonel Petit was mentioned in despatches for his 
brave charge at the head of his regiment,.Captain 
W. L. Tudor of The Queen’s Own, who was ADC 
to Sir John Grey, was also commended.

All ranks who were present at the Battle of Punniar 
received a bronze star struck from the captured 
Mahratta guns. In the centre of the medal was a 
small silver face with “Punniar” inscribed on it.

In Strand Road, Calcutta, outside Fort William 
and near the river Hooghly, is a brass tomb 
inscribed: “To the officers and men of H.M’s and 
the  Honourable East India Company’s troops 
who fell in the victorious actions at Maharajpur 
and Punniar, 1843.” Below the inscription is a list 
of names of those who fell.

(Editor’s Note: The Colours of 1 Buffs that were 
carried at the battle of Punniar are on display in 
the Chapel Royal, Tower of London.)

“They Shall Grow Not Old …” 
Commemorative Displays & Educational Presentations

Two former Association members, Peter Zieminski and David Hanmore, together with their colleague 
Fiona Spearing, provide interactive Great War & World War II commemorative displays and educational 
presentations throughout the County of Kent.  They offer comprehensive ‘Show & Tell’ interactive displays 
of Great War or World War II artefacts, equipment, posters, deactivated weapons and uniform to add 
background atmosphere to any event, with opportunities for ‘hands-on’ artefact handling and discussion 
with visitors.   

Visitors to events are encouraged to bring in their own memorabilia of the War - including family photos, 
medals, letters and other items.  Peter & David can help identify and date these while placing them into 
context within the wider events of the War.  They can also offer a ‘Learning Conversation’ about life for 
soldiers during the War supported by their extensive displays. 

If you know of any organisation that is looking for speakers or a display for a function or event then please 
contact Peter and David through their web site – www.theyshallgrownotold.org.uk for more information.

Funds raised from their activities go to support their chosen charity – The Forces Children’s Trust.
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From a date in the 
distant past, The 

Dragon, the monthly 
Regimental Paper 
of The Buffs, always 
included an article on 
local events; the title 
of that monthly article 
was ‘Beneath Bell 
Harry’. From now on 
‘The Journal’ will also 

included an article under that title in each issue.

The name ‘Bell Harry’ refers to the oldest of the 21 
bells in the three towers in Canterbury Cathedral. 
Bell Harry hangs in a cage atop the central tower 
to which the bell lends its name. This bell was cast 
in 1635, and is struck at 8 am and 9 pm every 
day to announce the opening and closing of the 
Cathedral. 

The statue to The Buffs, to be unveiled later 
this year in the cathedral precincts, will face the 
Cathedral with the head slightly tilted looking 
directly at ‘Bell Harry’. Full details of the unveiling 
are contained within a separate article in this 
issue.

Work proceeds apace on the repair of the  Great 
South Window  adjacent to the  Warriors’ ‘Buffs’ 
Chapel.  The repair costing over £2.25 million has 
been made possible by the generous support of 
the Allan Willett Foundation and the public. The 
whole window, built in the 1420’s, over 55 feet high 
and 25 feet wide,  has been completely dismantled 
and most of the masonry frame replaced, some 
stones weighing half a ton.  It is expected that the 
daily ceremony of ‘Turning the Page’ will return to 
the Chapel next year.

Many of you will remember the small memorial 
commemorating the lives the bandsmen that were 
killed during two bombing raids on Canterbury 
where bombs were dropped on the Dining Hall 
in Howe Barracks. The barracks has now closed 
pending its sale and the memorial has been now 
been moved to Leros Barracks where it will be 
relocated to the side of the green area where the 
Band Beats Retreat at the end of each Canterbury 
Reunion. The memorial has been refurbished, 
foundations have now been laid in preparation for 
the re dedication of the memorial which will take 

place during the Beating of Retreat ceremony at 
this year’s Canterbury Reunion.

The metal plaques listing the names of those killed 
will also be replaced with bronze plaques. Several 
of you have asked about the parchment scroll 
which is encased within the memorial. It has been 
decided to leave it as it is; to check on its condition 
etc, will entail breaking open the memorial base 
which is just not practical.

We owe a considerable debt of gratitude to the 
Lt. Col. John Baynham, Commanding Officer 
of 3 PWRR for his kind permission to relocate 
this memorial in Leros Barracks and also to the 
Quartermaster, Major Tony Panayi, for arranging 
for the foundations to be laid and for the 
refurbishment of the memorial.

The display, History of The Buffs, has now 
been removed from the Westgate Towers. It is 
proposed by the new owners of the Restaurant 
that the Westgate Towers will be used for wedding 
receptions from next year and there will be no 
room for a regimental display. In the future it is 
hoped to feature the display in various museum 
venues in Kent  and in so doing keep the name of 
The Buffs in the pubic eye.

What’s on in the cathedral: A full list of events, 
concerts, special services etc, can be seen by 
visiting the Cathedral web site to link to which is: 

http://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/event/

Apart from our own Service of Remembrance on 
2nd August, the events given below could be of 
great interest to you.

Cathedral Private Garden Open Weekend: On 
Saturday 30th May 2015 from 11:00 - 17:00 hrs 
and on Sunday, 31st May,  from 14:00 - 17:00 hrs,  
the private gardens of the Cathedral will be open 
to view as part of the National Garden Scheme.

Cathedral Open Evening: On Tuesday 6th 
October, 2015, from 18:30 - 21:30 hrs the annual 
Cathedral Open Evening will be held. If you have 
not been before then this is an opportunity to 
find out what goes on behind the scenes at the 
cathedral, a fascinating evening not to be missed, 
displays, tours, music and much more and it is 
free. 

BENEATH BELL HARRY
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SPIES, TRAITORS AND SWASTICAS
By Malcolm Milham

Courtesy of Ron Stilwell

Throughout the past year, 2014/15, I have found myself walking through the area where I lived during 
my junior years and early teens, usually accompanied by a local historian or two. One of these, Ron 

Stilwell who lives in Minster-in-Thanet, knew all the history from his studies in the National Archives and 
peoples diaries etc, but could not always relate the story to the ground.

Where did I fit in?, I knew some of the ground having lived on it during the later years of the relative 
period but only knew part of the history, so we helped one another, I was the guide on the ground and 
Ron has helped me with the story.

It all came about by the timing of my birth and where I was born and lived for the first eighteen years 
of my life.  Born in March 1936, I was just old enough to remember things that were happening at the 
start of WW2. I was born in a little hamlet called Ebbsfleet, a dozen cottages and a farm with a large 
farmhouse, situated about halfway between Ramsgate and Sandwich in Kent.  Less than a mile from the 
sea, in lovely countryside, six of the cottages were an old Coast Guard Station,  where I lived. My father 
was a herdsman on the local farm, hence in a reserved occupation and of course in the Home Guard. 
My mother had been a live-in housemaid in Broadstairs during the early thirties.

Only two of the Coast Guard Cottages were occupied when the war started and because they overlooked 
Pegwell Bay, the mouth of the River Stour and across to Ramsgate Harbour, the Army moved in and took 
over the other cottages and several more a quarter of a mile away at a road junction. At the bottom of 
my garden was a narrow dyke and then a bank, our air raid shelter was dug into the bank and on top of 
it were the usual three rolls of barbed wire and then the minefield.  

Each evening a large group of soldiers would squeeze into our tiny kitchen to listen to the nine o’clock 
news and then the boasting of Lord Haw Haw , one evening my mother remarked that she knew him, 
having met him whilst serving teas at her employers garden party. I do not believe anyone believed her 
and it was never mentioned again until 1946, when he was captured, tried and hung. 
Being aged ten by then and interested in what was going on,  I asked a few questions 
and she told me her story.

She worked in a large house in Stanley Road, Broadstairs, called ‘Hamillcot’  the 
owners were good to her and appeared to be popular with their neighbours. They 
often gave garden parties during the summer months which were well attended, also 
when friends or neighbours gave them, my mother and other maids were asked to 
serve at these, they got paid a shilling extra. It was at several of these that she saw 
the man with a distinctive voice, his name was William Joyce and he was a teacher in 
Broadstairs and became known as Lord Haw Haw.  After my mother died many years 
later I found her National Insurance Card, her dates of employment, where she lived 
etc all matched her story.

From now on my information comes from Ron Stilwell’s book, about the defence of Thanet and east 
Kent. Broadstairs was a genteel little sea side town with lovely secluded bays and beaches, a very good 
golf course and a rather exclusive private estate on the cliff tops at Kingsgate, with the notices saying 
RESIDENTS ONLY. Houses on this estate overlooked the Channel and Straights of Dover to the south 
and to the north the approaches to the Thames, Medway and the Naval Nore Command. Many of the 
houses or estates belonged to prominent figures in public life, amongst them Lord Northcliffe, the Cohen 
family, political families etc. As a result of this several Prep Schools sprung up within the town, even 

William Joyce
Lord Haw-Haw
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today some still exist, one, Wellesley House educated several recent Generals as well as the Duke of 
Gloucester. Also of interest were the high number of children of senior serving officers of the armed 
forces who attended these schools.

When the thoughts of Adolph Hitler started to plan his conquest of 
Europe and the possible invasion of Great Britain it was no surprise that 
his Abwehr organisation started to filter his information gatherers and 

saboteurs into the south east of England, 
amongst these were a group centred on 
Broadstairs and the surrounding area.

Moseley’s ‘Black Shirts’ soon attracted 
some of the locals in the area and a group 
of the British Union of Fascists (BUF) was 
formed in the area, with a ‘Meeting House’ 

in the High Street at Broadstairs. It is still there 
and all you have to do is look at the brickwork in 
the street, you will soon find a Swastika high on 
one of the walls. A group from Broadstairs went 
across to Margate in 1936 and attacked several 
Jewish shops over there, painting the word Jew 

on them, five of them were arrested and fined £14 when they appeared before 
the Magistrate.

From the good class schools and under the influence of the BUF in the town 
it was no surprise that some of the younger members were supporters of the 
Fascist Cause. Two of note were Dick Seaman and Howard Biggs, Seaman 
came from a wealthy family, went on to Rugby School and then Cambridge. 
Seaman became a very successful racing car driver, driving for the Mercedes 
Benz Team, he won the German Grand Prix in 1938 wearing a Nazi Badge and 
giving the Hitler Salute on the podium, much to the disgust of his mother. He 
was killed at the Belgium Grand Prix in June 1939 at Spa, there was a wreath 
from the Fuhrer at his funeral.

Howard Biggs attended Stone House School and ended up at Lincoln College, 
Oxford in 1936. A staunch Fascist he soon became heavily involved in the 
BUF activities at university, going to the top of the tree of their organisation. He 
visited Germany with a group called ‘ The Link’ in 1939, amongst the group were 
Admiral Sir Barry Domvile, who at one time, 1927-30, had been the Director 

of Naval Intelligence, also in the group were two 
Army Officers, Colonel Craster, a Grenadier and 
a Major Pullar. During their time in Germany they 
saw the build up for the attack on Poland as well as 
attending rallies with Goebbels being the speaker. 
They returned home just three weeks before Poland was invaded and a 
month before WW2 broke out. Admiral Domvile was interned from  July 
1940 until July 1943, I do not know what happened to the Army Officers.

One of the more senior spies involved in Broadstairs was a Dr Albert Tester, 
he owned a house at North Foreland on the cliff top, a devout Nazi, he was 
a Counter-intelligence Officer who worked for the Abwehr and the Gestapo. 
His house on the cliff top had an observation tower on it’s roof and it is 
believed he reported on Naval exercises in the Nore area. The house was Dr Albert Tester

Dick Seaman

Admiral Sir Barry 
Domville KBE CB 

CMG
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called ‘Naldera’ and many Nazi members visited it, including, Von Ribbentrop, Lord Haw Haw, Oswald 
Moseley and many others. He lived in ‘Naldera’ from 1930 until just before the war. When Special Branch 
knew we were going to declare war on Germany, they made their move, too late, it seems he was given 
the tip off and had gone. He kept a large 245 ton Yacht in Ramsgate Harbour, this was also gone. In 
February 1940 a RN Destroyer intercepted the yacht off Naples, Tester was not onboard. He was traced 
to Bucharest where he stayed until 1944, whilst there he was responsible for interrogations in Malmaison 
Prison for the Gestapo. In 1944 he went to cross into Romania in his Mercedes as he got to the border 
it is reported he was shot.

Dr Herman Gortz another of the spies landed at Harwich on the 29th August 1935, claiming to be 
on holiday taking photographs and sketching. He toured round the country on a Zundapp Motorcycle 
Combination and was soon joined by a 19 year old girl called Marianne Emig, whom he claimed was his 
niece. They toured the country going from RAF station to station, their first target was RAF Mildenhall. 
They arrived in Broadstairs with RAF Manston as their target and rented a bungalow called ‘Havelock’ 
in Stanley Road on 11th September 1935. Marianne soon befriended an airman who 
was home on leave, but stationed at RAF Lee-on-Solent, His name was Kenneth 
Lewis and he supplied them with a fair amount of material ref his RAF Station.

In October the owner of the bungalow went there to find they had gone and there 
was a full milk bottle on the doorstep, she then found a Post Office note in the letter 
box, on going to the PO she was handed a telegram from Dr Gortz sent from Dover, 
it read, TWO DAYS FOR GERMANY, BACK SATURDAY – TAKE CARE OF MY 
COMBINATION AND PHOTO.

Two days later she got a postcard from Ostend telling her he was leaving when he came back and for her 
to look after his bicycle combination which he had left behind the door of the little house.

This was to be his undoing, combination to her meant the motor bike, to him he was referring to his flying 
suit which he wore when on the bike. He had ridden the bike back to Germany. When the Landlady 
got back to the bungalow she was upset to find the motorbike missing. She returned to the house on 
Saturday morning, but Dr Gortz did not appear, she now went to the police to report the bike missing. The 
landlady had been nosy and gone through the overalls pockets, found certain things and prompted the 
police to search the pockets. Having found references to RAF Stations, Special Branch were informed 
and the game was up.

In November Dr Gortz arrived at Harwich on the ferry, he was arrested and taken to Brixton Prison, 
he appeared before the Magistrates Court in Margate and was sent to appear at The Old Bailey on 
4th March 1936, my birthday. He was charged with offences to the Official Secrets Act, found guilty, 
sentenced to 4 years Penal Servitude, which he served in Maidstone Prison. He was released in 1939 
and returned to Germany. In 1941 he was arrested parachuting into Ireland by the Irish Special Branch 
attempting to contact the IRA.

Marianne Emig did not return to England, we have no knowledge of what happened to Airman Kenneth 
Lewis.

Dr. Gortz
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS
Canterbury Reunion 3rd August 2014

Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL leading the Parade 

No 1 Guard

No 2 Guard
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Above: The Lord Mayor with Colin Smith, Chairman of 
Canterbury Branch and Parade Marshall and centre with 

Mike Burke carrying the Colchester Banch standard..

Right and Below: The Dean receives the Branch Standards.

Left:  Bob Gawlor, President of 
Canterbury Branch,
‘Turning the Page’.

Above: The Books of Life which for 
the first time had been moved and 
formed a part of the annual Service 
of Remembrance.

The March Past
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Sid Pullman, Betty Correa, Ken Brown, Wally Tong 
and Frankie Hills with their well deserved Association 

Meritorious Service Certificates

Story Time! Thinking Time! Drinking Time!

No wonder the Ice Cream bill was so high!!!As always the sun shines on the righteous!

Above: Beating Retreat.

Right: ‘Piper’ Bob Spoore with Hugh Tolhurst lowering 
the Regimental Flag
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS
 MAIDSTONE REUNION 21ST SEPTEMBER 2014

The parade formed up in Brenchley Gardens and the inspection.

Above: The Reverend ‘Tug’ Wilson reading the exhortation. Above right: The Parade observing 
the two minute silence. Below left; The wreath laying party. Centre: Colonel Bishop and The 

Mayor. Right: Wreath being laid on behalf of the Cadets.
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The March Past 
Above & Below: Once again Association members marched through the  County town to ‘A 

Hundred Pipers’, led by the Band and Standards

Left and Right: The Reverend ‘Tug’ 
Wilson, who officiated at the service 
in All Saints, receiving the Branch 

Standards.

Below left: The Page Turners.
Below centre: The cross of 100 red 

poppies each hand knitted by Marilyn 
Devonshire.

 Below right: Marilyn Devonshire 
laying the poppy cross at the foot of 

the Books of Life.
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Colonel Peter Bishop with Bishop Nazir-
Ali, who preached the sermon at the Service 
of Remembrance, admiring the statuette 
designed and sculptured by Peter Birkett on 
the right.

Above: The dipped Branch Standards. 

Colonel Bishop presenting a ‘Buffs’ statuette to 
the lucky winner, John Bellingham, of the special 
raffle to raise funds for the Statue Fund. The 
raffle raised over £400 for the fund.

A special thanks to BSM Gary George and our 
standard bearers, Joe, Paul and Barry 

George Young and Tug Wilson enjoying a well 
earned pint and chat

Editors note: A great deal of work is entailed in 
ensuring that the Maidstone reunion is enjoyed by 
you all. A very special thanks to all of those who 
contributed to the success of the 2014 reunion, 
in particular: - Jacky Allen and her girls, George 
Young, Derek Wallis, Richard and Pauline Cast, 
our Standard Bearers, BSM Gary George and the 
marvellous band, Revd Tug Wilson who officiated 
at the services and Bishop Nazir -Ali our guest 
preacher, Lionel Marchant and the PCC of All 
Saints, the Parade Marshals, Ushers and Page 
Turners, Karen Alderton of MBC, the staff at 
Oakwood House Hotel and many others. 

Many thanks
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Each year it is suggested, I have to say, with 
little conviction, that this will definitely be the 

last Association Battlefield Trip. However, despite 
advancing years there is no flagging of interest 
and although it takes us all a little longer to get on 
and off the coach and ‘comfort breaks’ become 
more of a controlling element, the support for the 
trips never seems to diminish.

In 2014 we undertook two trips, the first was a 
three-day trip to Ypres in May, the second was 
a four-day visit to Tertre and Mons, which is also 
covered in this issue. Nearly 100 Association 
members and their wives, partners and carers 
took part in both of these events.

On 15th May, two coaches with 96 members on 
board, left Dover for Ypres and over the next three 
very busy days visited some of the well-known 
areas of the Ypres Salient. The first port of call on 
the itinerary was a visit to Poperinghe and a tour of 
the renowned Talbot House and some visited the 
two ‘death cells’ behind the Town Hall. It was here 
that the men condemned to death, for desertion, 
cowardice or sleeping on sentry etc spent their last 
night before being shot at dawn in the courtyard.

ASSOCIATION TRIP TO YPRES
15th -17th May 2014

Over the next two days we visited Essex Farm 
Cemetery where Lt. Colonel John McCrae of 
the Canadian Army Medical Corps, wrote the 
poem ‘In Flanders Fields the 
poppies grow. There are 1,200 
servicemen of the First World 
War buried or commemorated in 
this cemetery. 103 of the burials 
are unidentified but special 
memorials commemorate 19 
casualties known or believed to 
be buried among them. One of 
the graves is that of Valentine 
’Joe’ Strudwick, one of the 
youngest casualties of the war. 

Then from the quiet beauty of Essex Farm to the 
stark and foreboding German Military cemetery at 
Langemark. 

There are over 40,000 German fallen 
commemorated here and just inside the entrance 
is the Comrades’ Grave containing the remains 
of 24,917. The remainder, including two British 

soldiers, lie at rest in the 
shade of the oak trees, 
watched over by the 
‘Guardians’ an imposing 

Above left: Talbot House (Every Man’s Club).
Right: The execution courtyard.

Below: Talbot House Chapel.

The Albertina 
Memorial to Lt 
Col. John McCrea 
at Essex Farm. 
Right: The grave 
of Valentine (Joe) 
Strudwick 8th 
Rifle Brigade, 
aged 15

Left: The four Guardians 
of the Langemark 
Cemetery. Below: A 
moments silence in the 
shade of the Oak Trees.
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sculpture of four mourning figures. Before leaving 
a very short service of prayers and the customary 
minutes silence was held.

We then travelled a few 
miles past the ‘Harry 
Patch Crossing’. It was 
here that Pte Harry 
Patch (the last Tommy), 
a Lewis Gunner with 7th 
Bn. DCLI, crossed the 
Steenbeek on 16th August 1916. The memorial 
stone was a gift from Harry in memory of his fallen 
comrades.

It was then on to the Brooding 
Soldier memorial at Vancouver 
Corner. This magnificent memorial 
commemorates the 2,000 men 
of the 1st Canadian Division who 
lost their lives withstanding the 
first German Gas attacks between 
20th and 25th April 1915. 

It was in this 
area, St. Julien-
Po e l c a p p e l l e , 
that both 2nd 
Buffs, part of 
Geddes Force, 
and 1st Queen’s 
Own played a 
significant part in 
holding the line.

Lunch and light refreshment at the Hooge Crater 
Museum gave the opportunity of a welcome 
break, beer and a sit down. After a brief rest it 
was off to see the excellent museum and later the 

nearby trench system which gave an idea as to 
what it must have been like. It was than back on 
the coaches to continue the tour in, by now, very 
hot sunshine.

Next on the agenda was a visit to ‘Buffs Bank’ 
and ‘Hill 60’ where Mick Mills and Lt. Col. Peter 
McLelland respectively explained these two 
actions where The Buffs and Queen’s Own fought. 

By now all were getting a little weary so a return 
to the hotel and the chance of brief rest was very 
welcome indeed. 

As it was Albuhera Day, now ‘suited and booted’ 
the members congregated to drink the toast to 
‘The Immortal Memory’ which was followed by an 
excellent Albuhera Dinner.

Above: The group at the Brooding Soldier 
Memorial. Below. The plaque at the base of the 
memorial

The ‘Trench Experience’ at Hooge

Left: Peter Mclelland at the memorial to 14th Light 
Division on Hill 60. Right: Mick Mills explaining 
the battle for Buffs Bank. (Note: A description of 
these battles was included in the last issue.

Left: Bradford & Bingley, AKA Committee of 
Management, on parade. Right: Sid Pullman with 
his own personal Standard Bearer.
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We are always sorry to leave Ypres but it was 
time to start heading home, but the tour had not 
yet finished. En route to the ferry port we visited 
Brandhoek Military Cemetery to see the grave 
of Captain Noel Godfrey Chavasse VC & Bar, 
MC. (RAMC) the only man to be awarded both a 
Victoria Cross and Bar in the First World War, and 
one of only three men ever to have achieved this 
distinction. 

It was then back to Calais and home. There are 
many people to thank for making the trip such a 
success, in particular Lt. Col. Peter McLelland and 
Mick Mills whose knowledge is truly remarkable 

and their experience as Battle Field Tour Guides 
made a contribution to the trip which was invaluable. 
To Keith Fazzani for conducting the short prayers 
in the Menin Gate and at Langemark. To Barry 
Duffield for his wonderful photos and all of those 
who attended and supported the trip.

To conclude here are some further photos that 
may spark a memory or two. 

After dinner and before we boarded the coaches 
for the Menin Gate it was photo time with all in 
‘Parade Dress’ (See photo on back page).

The Last Post Association had given permission for 
our members to parade with standards at the Last 
Post Ceremony and for our Regimental Chaplain, 
Keith Fazzani, to conduct a short service.

 

 

A very suitable end to a Regimental Day.

Following the ceremony everyone enjoyed a 
cooling beer, maybe more than one, and then it 
was off to bed and I doubt anyone had difficulty in 
sleeping after such a full day.

An early check out on the following day went very 
smoothly followed by a visit to Ypres including St. 
George’s Chapel and then lunch.

At left: Colonel Bishop 
thanking the Buglers and 

the Pipers. 
Above: The four standard 
bearers, Sammy Supple, 
Alan Buddle, Joe Correa 

and Barry Crocker.

Above left: The minute’s silence during the 
ceremony.

Right: Colonels Peter Cook and Peter Bishop 
with Brigadier Low preparing to lay the 

Regimental wreaths.

Left: Ooo Look Cobbles!!! Centre: Peter Kearnes 
who, at Brandhoek Cemetery, read a poem that he 

had written. Right: The Menin Gate at night.

Left: Joyce Cook who laid a wreath for a local 
school at the Menin Gate. Right: Are sure it’s 

tea!!!!
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THE ASSOCIATION TRIP TO MONS/TERTRE
22nd August to 25th August 2014

On the morning of 22nd August after an early start, we all safely arrived at Dover from our pick up points. 
The Port was nearly gridlocked with traffic which sadly resulted in one coach catching the ferry and the other 
coach booked onto the later ferry.  Eventually we all arrived safely at the Mercure Hotel in Valenciennes. 
The hotel was of a high standard and situated very close to the centre of town with an abundance of 
retaurants.

On Saturday, all suited and booted, we drove to Tertre for the dedication service of the Memorial to 
the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment who on that site 100 years ago, to the very day, held the 
crossroads against the advancing Germans and in so doing inflicted great casualties on the enemy.

Association members formed up and led by the Band of the PWRR and our branch standards marched 
along the same road that ‘A ‘Company 1st Bn QORWK’s had used in 1914 to the memorial.  Apart from our 
Association members, the parade included  the QORWK Living History Group and other groups including 
a detachment of uniformed re-enactor Cavalry. It was a very impressive and thought provoking opening 
to the ceremony that followed.

The service of dedication of the memorial that followed was led by our Regimental Association Chaplain, 
Revd. Keith Fazzani and was very moving indeed. A short speech was made by the Mayor of St. Ghislain 
and responded to by Colonel Peter Bishop. 
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After the wreath laying local school children, each holding the hand of an Association member, came 
forward in turn to lay a poppy cross of remembrance on one of the 20 memorial tablets inscribed with the 
name and details of a Queen’s Own who had fallen on that day.  

We were priviledged to have with us Mrs. Emma Chalice. Emma is the grand daughter of Private Rich 
QORWK who took part in this action 100 years ago and survived. .After the war he eventually became an 
In-Pensioner at the Royal Hospital Chelsea. After the wreath laying and blessing a presentation was made 
to Mrs. by Peter Zieminski and David Hanmore, members of the QORWK Living History Group,  of a set of 
Pte Richs’ replica medals, a  moving moment in what was an emotional day.

We then proceeded by coach to St Ghislian for a further short ceremony, a reception with a welcome glass 
of beer and band concert by the Band of 3 PWRR. 

One of the local heroes of this day 100 years ago was a Major Holland who was killed on 23rd August 1914. 
There is a memorial plaque to his memory in the centre of St. Ghislain and it is traditional that wreaths are 
laid on the anniversary of his death. 

Major Charles Stewart Holland was in command of 120th Battery Royal Field Artillery in their first action 
on the canal west of Mons when they came under heavy rifle and shell fire on the morning of 23rd August. 

The BlessingThe Tertre 
Memorial

David Hammore and Peter 
Zieminski with Mrs Emma Chalice
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As the foremost guns of 5th Division they were dug in along the towpath at St Ghislain and their return fire 
together with that of the infantry initially repelled the enemy. But severe enemy pressure caused the battery 
to be withdrawn; one section firing on the enemy all afternoon from the side of a slag heap. It was while 
at their observation post that the Battery Commander, Major Holland, was killed by a rifle bullet. At first he 
was buried below the nearby factory wall but later the Germans re-buried him at Hautrage. Major Holland 
was the first artillery officer killed in the Great War. 

The bronze plaque in his memory which was mounted on a column 
outside the town hall and dedicated on 9th  November 1919, is one of 
the earliest private memorials on the Western Front.

After this short ceremony  we were treated to an excellent reception 
and later listened to a concert by the Band of PWRR, which the locals 
really appreciated.

Later the same afternoon the group, together with the band, visited 
L’Hautrage Military Cemetery where many of those who fell, both 
German and British who were killed on 23rd August 1914, including 
12 of  ‘A’ Company, 1 Queen’s Own now lie. The Association Chaplain, 
Reverend Keith Fazzani, conducted a short service. Standing among 
the graves singing O Valiant Hearts accompanied by the band was a unique intensely thought provoking 
and deeply moving experience.  Following on wreaths were laid and individual crosses of remembrance 
laid on individual graves including some German. 

This ceremony, which few of us will ever forget, signified the end of a very special day and there followed 
a very quiet coach trip back to the hotel with most pretty deep in thought, no doubt  reflecting on the day.

First thing next morning, at the special invitation of 
the Mayor, it was back to the council offices of St. 
Ghislain for a special and surprise event. The offices 
are housed in an impressive Chateau with stunning 
grounds where the Mayor, and his councillors, 
presented a commemorative medal to all those, 
several hundred, who had taken part in the previous 
day’s events. 

Colonel Bishop laying a wreath 
at Major Holland’s memorial.

Left: Reverend Keith with 
John Bellingham who laid a 
regimental wreath on behalf 

of the Association

The Association members pictured here with 
the Mayor of St. Ghislain/Tertre  

Mr. Daniel Oliver.

Above: The commemorative medal and three 
of the recipients: Arthur Healey, Doug Adams 

and Barry Duffield (Gotcha, Barry, on this 
side of the camera  at last)



45

We then said our fond farewells to people of St. Ghislain with our sincere thanks for having made us 
so welcome in particular the Mayor, Mr. Daniel Oliver, his councillors and a special thank you to Patrice 
Demarbaix who had undertaken most of the prganisation not only of this weeknd but also the original siting 
of the Tertre Memorial. He had worked prodigiously to ensure that all went well. Patrice many many thanks 
from all of us.

A free afternoon in Mons with lunch etc was then the order of the day, the weather was hot and sunny 
which did generate a bit of a thirst. During the afternoon the Band of PWRR gave a concert in Mons Grand 
Place which was a great way to end another memorable day. Our sincere thanks to Band Master Gary 
George and his band members for being with us on this trip, the icing on the cake.

It was too much to expect that the weather would last and we 
awoke on our final day to an overcast day with rain threatening. 
After check out from the hotel the group travelled to the Military 
Cemetery of St. Symphorien, just 2 kilometres to the north 
west of Mons. Among those buried here is Private John Parr 
of the Middlesex Regiment, who was fatally wounded during 
an encounter with a German patrol two days before the battle, 
thus becoming the first British soldier to be killed in action on 
the Western Front. It also contains the graves of Commonwealth 
and German soldiers who died in the final days of the conflict, 
including George Ellison of the Royal Irish Lancers and George 
Price of the Canadian Infantry. Ellison and Price were killed on 11 November 

1918, and are believed to be the last Commonwealth combat casualties of the war in Europe. There are 
229 Commonwealth and 284 German servicemen buried or commemorated at St Symphorien, of whom 
105 remain unidentified. 

In a separate area consists a circle of headstones around a tall memorial, in the form of a column 
surmounted by a ball. This is the Middlesex memorial which was erected by the Germans, to commemorate 
the bravery of the officers and men of the Middlesex Regiment, and the column bears a cross and the 
simple inscription. “Here repose 46 English soldiers of the Royal Middlesex Regiment”.

Just as we were leaving St. Symphorien the heavens opened and after a lunch stop in Arras the itineraryhad 
to be cut short due to the weather and it was back to Calais and then home.  There are so many people 
to thank, our friends at St. Ghislain, the QORWK Living History Group without whose efforts there would 
not have been a memorial in Tertre, all those who contributed in any way, Band Master Gary George, 
Reverend Keith Fazzani, Barry Duffield for his excellent photographs, our two coach drivers Iain and Geoff 
and, of course , last but not least, all of you who came on the trip. Here’s to the next one.

John ParrGeorge 
Price

George 
Ellison

Left and Centre: The Middlesex Memorial Garden. Right: Alex Brown with John Turton, both ex 
Middlesex Regiment laying a wreath at the memorial. 
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PHOTO GALLERY

Officers 1 RWK - Athens?
Can anyone identify any of the officers on this photograph, if so please 

advise The Editor

60 Years on.
Ivan Vicary and Terry Stanford 
met again at the Wuppertal Buffs 
lunch on 22nd April for the first 
time since they served together 
with 1 Buffs in  Wuppertal some 
60 years ago. Ivan was in ‘C’ 
Company and Terry in the Signals 
Platoon.

Wuppertal Buffs at their recent lunch and get together in Canterbury. If 
you served in 1 Buffs in Wuppertal and would like to meet up with some 
old comrades then contact Dave Law by email on: davengill@supanet.
com, or contact the Association Secretary, and join the next get together 
and maybe meet up some of your old comrades from yesteryear. 

The Dean and Colonel Bishop 
with Sid Pullman after Sid had 

turned the page on his 90th 
birthday.

Pictured Right: Colonel Peter Bishop 
pictured with In pensioner Stuart 
Cadman,  at the annual Christmas 
visit to the Royal Hospital Chelsea, 
December 2014. In Pensioners Peter 
Matthews and Ray Hackett were not 
able to join us for a pint as they were 
both in the infirmary and we hope that 
they are now back on form.

Above: A group of 
Queen’s Own paying their 
respects at the  statue in 
Maidstone, September 

2014

Captain Ham Whitty  with HRH 
Prince Harry at  the recent events 
in Italy to mark the 60th anniversary 
of the battle for Monte Cassino. 
Talking with Prince Harry is Ex. Pte. 
Fred Mason, The Staffords,  now 
90 years of age, who showed them 
the trench where he spent a month 
repelling the Bosch.



47

Above: Bob Spoore Turning 
the Page  in April.

Above: The memorial to those killed during the 
three bombing raids on Howe Barracks in 1940. 
This has now been moved to Leros Barracks and 
will re-dedicated during the Canterbury Reunion 
this year.

On a recent visit to Hove to watch cricket. Alf Hunt, 
who served in 6th Bn. QORWK   witnessed the 
unveiling of a plaque commemorating Sussex CC 
members who fell in the two World wars. One of 
the names was that of Major Ken Scott MC, who Alf 
was with when he was killed in the battle for Monte 
Rivoglia, Sicily in 1943. Alf is seen here with the 
Lord Lieutentant of Sussex.

Left: Memorial Plaque in 
Ypres Cathedral.Colchester Branch on the evening of their 

Albuhera Dinner.

Dr McClean, the winner of the star prize of a Buffs 
statuette at last years Queen’s Own Buffs Officers’ 

Lunch.
John Ferneyhough, Turning the Page on 

November 11th 2014.

Above: Canterbury City Centre after one of the 
bombing raids.
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And there it was - gone

CANDID CAMERA

Barry, are you sure he  is not  a 
member of Weald Branch?

No Alan, he might be a friend of 
Micky’s but I thought he was one of 

Ramsgate’s!!!

John Bellingham in shock at 
winning the Buffs statuette star 

prize at Maidstone Reunion. 
Contrary to expectations he has 
not been excommuncated from 

Weald Branch.

And here’s to Pauline (above) 
who carries heavy things and 

Richard (below) who finds 
them for her.

One of the guests at the recent Wuppertal Buffs lunch was  
Julie Clark seen here with Fred Scales.

Julie, pictured above, met with Fred on a train on her way 
to a Queen’s Regt Reunion. Her Great Uncle, Jack Harvey, 
won the Victoria Cross in WW1. whilst serving with 1/22nd 
(County of London) Battalion, The London Regiment. On 2 
September 1918 north of Peronne, France, when the advance 
of his company was held up by machine gun fire, Private 
Harvey dashed forward a distance of 50 yards alone, rushing 
a machine gun post, shooting two and bayoneting another. 
He then destroyed the gun and then rushed an enemy 
dugout which contained 37 Germans and compelled them to 
surrender.  Jack is pictured above right.

At the Canadian Memorial
London 19th April 2015

Honorary Colonel Richard Talbot, 
HRH Princess Alexander-Colonel in 
Chief The Canadian Scottish Regiment 
(Princess Mary’s), HE The Canadian High 
Commisioner, Mr. Gordon Campbell, 
Brigadier General Matthew Overton-The 
Canadian Defence Advisor.

Nothing like a nice 
cuppa tea!!
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MEMORIAL TO THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT
NORTHERN IRELAND-15th October 2014

REFLECTIONS BY TED (GINGER) SAUNDERS.

In June 2014 ex members of 2nd Battalion 
the Queen’s Regiment attended a reunion in 

Belfast together with those members who now 
reside in Northern Ireland. This reunion was to 
commemorate Armed Forces Day in Carrickfergus 
and also incorporated a visit to Palace Barracks, 
Holywood. Prior to forming up on Forces Day 
the Lord Mayor of Carrickfergus invited us to his 
chambers where he presented us with a plaque to 
commemorate our services to the community.  We 
in return presented him with a Queen’s Regiment 
commemorative plaque.

The visit to Palace Barracks was a trip down 
memory lane for most of us from our residential 
tour from 1968 to 1970.  The old barrack blocks 
are still in place, the front gate is now closed and a 
new entrance is at the rear of the camp off the Old 
Holywood Road.

A new feature, built since we were there, is The 
Palace Barracks Memorial Garden.  This is situated 
at the junction of the road leading up from the old 
guard room, which is no longer there, and the turn 
off to Sandy’s Home which is also no longer there.  

The memorial garden has become a poignant 
place of pilgrimage for the bereaved families of 
the security forces personnel killed in the troubles 
of Northern Ireland during Operation Banner from 
1969 to 2007 and from other conflicts from around 
the world in the last 50 years.  The memorial 
garden is maintained and run on a voluntary basis 
and is overseen by the custodian Albert D Owens 
MBE from The Parachute Regiment.

Albert kindly gave us a guided tour of the garden 
and it became quickly apparent that there was no 
commemorative plaque or stone honouring those 
who lost their lives whilst on active service with 
The Queen’s Regiment.  The only mention of 
those who lost their lives is remembered on The 
Palace Barracks Memorial Garden Roll of Honour 
Website.

In the past many of us who had visited the gardens 
previously were quite shocked and angered that 
there was not a memorial stone within the gardens 
to those who had fallen serving with The Queens 
Regiment.  Coupled with the fact that the 2nd 
Battalion was stationed at Palace Barracks at a 
time when there was violent rioting which broke 
out in Belfast on 15th August 1969.  During the 
conflict under Operation Banner the combined 
battalions carried out at least 26 tours of duty in 
the province which included a family accompanied 

The Reunion in June 2014.  
With The Lord Mayor of Carrickfergus. Back 
row L – R. Tim Haley MBE – Paul de Haan- Barry 
Crocker – Ted Saunders – Philip Wells – Dave 
Brown – The Mayor – Robin Crummey – Peter 
Walker – Peter White – Roger Tamkin – Geof-
frey Finnelly – Ron Brown  – Tony Baker MBE 
–  Chris Jarvis - Tony Brown.  Front row. Dave 
Reed – Mick Collins – Robbie Gorse – Graham 
McDonough

The England Committee meet in the pub in 
Maidstone. Left to Right Peter (Speedy) White 
– Les Parsons – Gwen and David Underwood 

– Robbie Gorse – Bob Rust – Barry 
Crocker – Ted (Ginger ) Saunders – Graham 
McDonough – Bob Kitson – Del Wakeling –  

Mick Burke
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tour for the 1st and 3rd, and two tours 1968 to 
1970 and 1983 to 1985 for 2nd Battalion.  We felt 
that a permanent memorial stone and wall plaque 
should be erected to honour that fact and show 
the names of the fallen.

Although aware of The Palace Barracks Memorial 
Gardens there were no plans in hand  by The 
Associations for any kind of memorial to be 
sponsored but had no objection for Queen’s Men 
who had an interest in organising something 
themselves.  A committee based in England was 
set up chaired by Graham McDonough with a 
Northern Ireland committee chaired by Tony Baker 
MBE which was far better placed to organise 
things on the ground.

No time was lost to advertise the project to Queen’s 
Men from all the Queen’s battalions by leaflet 
and social media pages of Queen’s battalions on 
Facebook.  With Buffs Sunday approaching The 
Regimental Association of The Queen’s Own 
Buffs gave permission to both advertise and 
collect donations on the day itself.  £1,243.48 was 
donated during Buffs Sunday and altogether a 
fund of more than £2,304.00 was established over 
the next few weeks which was sufficient to meet 
the needs and costs incurred.  Albert Owens MBE 
set to work organising contractors to manufacture 
the Wall Plaque and the Memorial Stone and 
liaising with the Palace Barracks security cell to 
accept the visitor’s list being submitted by both 
committees.  Tony Baker organised making 
contact with as many Queen’s Men that he could 
find in Northern Ireland, refreshments for after the 
ceremony, the attendance of a padre and piper 
for the service and discussion in liaison with the 
England Committee for the programme for the 

day which was to be 15th October 2014.  This 
coincided with the sad death on the same date in 
1983 of Private Alan Stock 2nd Battalion.  Peter 
Walker set about organising transport for pickups 
from the airport and for the day itself as most 
visitors from England were based at two hotels in 
Carrickfergus.  In England Graham McDonough 
was hard at work co-ordinating the whole project 
and four committee meetings took place to iron out 
any queries or difficulties.  As ‘D Day’ approached 
the plan looked good with fingers crossed for good 
weather.

The ceremony in Palace Barracks was attended 
by a grand total of 67.  Of these 41 were Queen’s 
Men, 24 wives and partners and two daughters.  
They were: From  Northern Ireland – Tony Baker 
and Pat – Chris Jarvis and Madeline- Chris 
Redman and Sally – Roger Tamkin – David 
Brown and Mary – George Mowat – Mick Collins 
and Suzanne – Phil Wells and Maureen – Tim 
Haley and Jean – John Girdler  – Marie Brown 
and Nicole Hammond Brown (Tony’s daughter)  
– Peter Walker and Irene – Robin Crummey and 
Mary - Paul and Marion de Haan – Stevie Redford 

The Northern Ireland Committee and other 
drinking partners at a mini-reunion in early 

2014.  Jock McKeown –   Mick Collins -   Tony 
Baker MBE – Roger Tamkin – Tony Brown – 
Jumbo Jarvis – Peter Walker – Paul de Haan 

– Philip Wells  

The Parade forms up. Ted Saunders as trip 
Major Domo and Robbie Gorse as Parade 

Marshall.

At Left: The Standard Bearers, Philip Wells 
and Barry Crocker dip their standards.

  At right: The bugler, David Kelsey  
and the piper
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– James McKeown and Marilyn – David Tonks – 
Steve Still and Joyce – Errol Malcolm – Peter Ives 
and Emily – Neil Jarvis and Suzanne – Ian Bowler 
and Sandra - Raymond Polly – Donna Wiles (Eric 
Bean’s daughter). 

From England – Graham McDonough and Jean – 
David Underwood and Gwen – Tony Dyer – Robbie 
Gorse – Bob Rust and Linda – David Kelsey – 
Del Wakeling – Peter White – Dave Reed – John 
Grinham – Barry Crocker and Joan – Ron Brown 
and Wendy – Ron Amber – Les Parsons – Ted 
Saunders and Kay – Mick Burke and Mary – Joe 
Clark – Pat Slater – John Wallace and Shelagh. 

A surprise and most welcome visitor at the 
ceremony was Colonel Andrew Smith serving with 
PWRR.  As far as we know he was the last officer 
to be commissioned into the Queen’s Regiment 
in 1992 and is currently serving in Brigade HQ in 
Lisburn.

Wreaths were laid by Tony Baker MBE on behalf 
of The Borneo Veterans Association.,Graham 
McDonough for The Queen’s Regiment, Peter 
White for 2nd Battalion, and Peter Ives for 3rd 
Battalion.

At the end of the ceremony the piper played 100 
Pipers and towards the end marched into the 
distance so the sound faded away until it could not 
be heard.  It was some minutes after that before 
anyone moved off as everyone had moments of 
private thought and reflection of the ceremony 
itself and the men who had been remembered.

The parade went well.  Mary Burke had an 
unfortunate fall at the start while she was videoing 

the parade and was rushed to 
hospital.  She was released badly 
bruised in time for the evening 
celebration.  Parade Marshall 
Robbie Gorse eventually used 

plan D with great gusto.  It was emotional and there 
was the odd tear from the eye.  Well perhaps a few 
more than that.  Those who contributed, helped 
to organise and attended are to be congratulated 
for their combined efforts and caring attitude 
that this memorial was something that needed 
doing and has now been done.  As a reunion it 
was also a time to greet old and precious friends 
and their relatives who had not met in some 
cases for forty years or more.  After the parade 
refreshments were served in Palace Barracks and 
a presentation made to Albert Owens MBE of an 
Operation Banner Statuette and Queen’s regiment 
gold coin to thank him for his involvement.  Those 
who could then travelled to Carrickfergus to spend 
the evening together and to catch up on old times 
and to reflect that military relationships are life 
long and so precious.  During the evening Graham 
McDonough was presented with an Operation 
Banner Statuette for his superb effort of taking 
the lead and following it through in the Queen’s 
Regiment tradition of service and dedication to 
protect and care for those in need. 

On 20th October 2014 Queen’s Men Mick Collins, 
Tony Brown, Roger Tamkin and Tony Baker MBE 
paid a return visit to Palace Barracks Memorial 
Garden where Tony Brown presented Albert 
Owens MBE the Custodian, a cheque for £200.00 
on behalf of The Queen’s Regiment Memorial 

At left: Tony Brown who had 
to miss the ceremony due to 

a family funeral returns to pay 
his respects

Graham McDonough salutes.  Joe Clark, 
Tony Baker, Tony Dyer, Ted Saunders and the 

Padre Major Phillip Francis.
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Fundraising Committee in support of his dedicated 
work in keeping the Memorial Garden to a very 
high standard and also his support and expertise 

in facilitating the erection of our Memorial Stone 
and Badge Plaque.

As our group stood in the garden there was an air 
of tranquillity, the autumn leaves were falling and a 
squirrel hopped across the well-manicured grass 
in between memorial stones giving a genuine 
bucolic atmosphere within a working military 
barracks.  This is exactly what a memorial garden 
should be and is a credit to Albert’s perseverance 
and dedicated work.

Finally a thank you to the wives, partners and 
relatives who supported us, not just for this venture 
but over the many years during which they played 
a full part in our military lives and beyond into 
civilian life.

(Editor’s note: Ginger, many thanks for such an 
excellent article. On behalf of  the members of The 
Queen’s Own Buffs Regimental Association who 
served in Northern Ireland with 2 Queen’s many 
congratulations on the success of this project. 
Well done indeed).

In Times gone by:
2 Queen’s Mortar and Recce Composite 

Platoon 
Falls Road -  August 1969.

Left to right: Ted (Ginger) Saunders – Barry 
Moss – Bill Whitehorn – Peter (Speedy) White 

– Brian Miller - Nobby (SFH) Clark 

The Victoria Cross in 1915

There were 67 Victoria Crosses awarded during 1915. One of the most outstanding was 
the award to Piper Daniel Laidlaw of 7th King’s Own Scottish Borders(KOSBs) for his 

gallantry on 23rd September at the Battle of Loos.

Prior to the attack  both gas and smoke were released 
but the wind changed direction and blew back over the 
British lines- this led to some hesitation among the men. 
Laidlaw’s company officer shouted, ‘For God’s sake, 

Laidlaw, pipe ‘em together.’  Laidlaw scambled onto the parapet and 
disregarding the gas and intense incoming fire marched up and down 
the parapet playing ‘Blue Bonnets over the Border’. The entire battalion 
responded and launched the attack led by Laidlaw’s skirling pipes. Near 
to the German trenches Laidlaw was wounded in the left leg and ankle but undeterred he carried on 
hobbling painfully with the sound of his pipes still audible over the noise of battle. He was wounded for 
a second time in the same leg but continued to play until the battalion had secured the German trench 
whereupon he dragged himself back to his own lines. Apart from the Victoria Cross he was also awarded 
the French Croix de Guerre.

Piper Laidlaw (The Piper of Loos) was one of only two pipers to be awarded the VC in World War 1. He 
appeared in the 1930s film ‘Forgotten Men’, when he played the tune he had piped 7th KOSB over the top 
with in 1915. Daniel Laidlaw died in 1950.
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CharaCters of the forebear regiments
stanLeY  W. ‘sCottY’ sCott

Stan Scott was an Army 
Commando of Lord Lovat’s 1st 

Special Service Brigade, that on 
D-Day had the vital role of fighting 
its way from SWORD Beach through 
to what is now Pegasus Bridge and 
beyond in order to take up position 
on the Breville Ridge, protecting a 
flank of the 6th Airborne Division. 

Stan’s journey to the Commandos 
was an eventful one.  In September 
1940, at the age of fifteen, he 
enlisted in the 70th Young Soldiers’ 
Battalion of his father’s former regiment, The 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kents.  For overseas 
Service the age requirement was between 19 
and 45, and so at that time these formations 
were used for Home Defence.  Two weeks later, 
6352792, Private Scott was hauled before the 
Commanding Officer.  He had received a letter 
from Stan’s mother informing him of his real age.  
And so it was back on a train to Tottenham.

During the Blitz, mundane work such as the 
manufacture of ammunition boxes, was alleviated 
by joining the local Home Guard, this being ‘C’ 
Company, 2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.  
However, his patience with the job and the 
inadequacies of the Home Guard lasted for just 
two months.  Now aged sixteen, he enlisted 
again, this time becoming a member of ‘D’ 
Company, 70th Young Soldiers Battalion, Suffolk 
Regiment.  Upon completion of basic training, 
he moved to ‘F’ Company, carrying our air 
defence at Nacton, Wattisham and Martlesham 
Aerodromes in Suffolk, subsequently being made 
up to lance corporal (acting unpaid).  However, 
his time with the Suffolks came to an abrupt end, 
when while on guard, he steadfastly refused to 
let the Commanding Officer’s wife through a 
locked entrance gate.  Within twenty-four hours 
(and to his delight) he found himself transferred 
to ‘C’ Company, 4th Battalion, Royal West 
Kents.  Having been interested since childhood 
in all things Army, it was rewarding to finally be 
amongst professional soldiers, especially those 
with experience from whom he could learn.  A 
no-nonsense corporal called Prossen made an 
immediate impression when he asked one of the 

men, “Are you willing to die for your 
country?” “I suppose so, Corp,” 
was the reply.  “Bloody idiot.  Stay 
alive for your country.  Let the other 
sod die !”  

Then to Stan’s intense frustration, 
the battalion was ordered to form a 
draft to reinforce the 2/7th Queen’s 
Royal Regiment, and he was one of 
those chosen, joining ‘C’ Company 
as a Bren gunner.  The battalion 
was eventually shipped out to Iraq 
for training and acclimatisation in 

preparation to join the 8th Army in North Africa.  
However, having gone through the process and 
being on the verge of being sent to North Africa, 
his age was again discovered.  And so, in early 
1943, while the 2/7th Queen’s went to Libya, 
5835939 Private Scott was given an antiquated 
P14 rifle and 500 Victory “V” cigarettes and sent 
back to England. 

Arriving in Liverpool on 9 April 1943, and now a 
trained eighteen-year-old soldier, he was sent to 
various Holding Battalions before joining the 13th 
Infantry Training Centre at Maidstone, becoming 
a basic training instructor.  While here, he was 
to experience the turning point in his life.  In 
September 1943 Colonel Charlie Vaughan, an 
ex-RSM of the Coldstream Guards, and now 
in charge of the Commando Training Centre at 
Achnacarry arrived on a recruitment drive for No 
3 Commando.  It was immediately apparent to 
Stan that this was what he had been searching for 
and volunteered.  The subsequent twelve weeks 
of training could not have been tougher and 
to augment it was Achnacarry in winter, where 
the weather was appalling and it rained ‘every 
five minutes for half-an-hour !’  The men were 
constantly wet.  Of the original draft of around 
seventy-five men, only seventeen survived 
to receive the coveted green beret.  As Scotty 
stated, ‘No words can describe my elation.’

He subsequently joined 3 Troop of No 3 
Commando commanded by the legendary 
Lieutenant Colonel Peter ‘Bungy’ Young DSO* 
MC*.
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D-Day was to be Scotty’s longed-for search for 
action.  On board landing craft LCI501, 3 Troop, 
with their bicycles, landed on SWORD Beach.  
After a close shave while exiting the landing craft 
they got off the beach and headed inland.  They 
were to punch their way through to the Caen 
Canal and River Orne Bridges and then head 
north for the village of Cabourg.  After clearing 
the flooded area behind the beach, they mounted 
their bicycles and headed off.  Eventually reaching 
the Caen Canal Bridge, which was under heavy 
sniper fire, they tore across the structure, but 
Trooper Campbell, just in front and to the right 
of Scotty was hit in the head and killed.  After 
crossing the Orne Bridge without loss, they 
cycled along the road as if on ‘a Sunday afternoon 
ride’, until being halted at the Ecarde crossroads 
below Amfreville, where they were to be diverted 
to help the survivors of the 9th Parachute 
Battalion, which had earlier silenced the Merville 
Gun Battery.  The Troop subsequently attacked 
and liberated Amfreville, but not without losing a 
number of men to enemy machine gun fire, with 
Trooper ‘Dixie’ Dean literally passing away in his 
arms.  3 Troop ended up staying in the village 
until the middle of August, defending the flank of 
the Orne perimeter and carrying out ’aggressive 
patrolling’ behind enemy lines. 

When the Allied break-out began, Stan and other 
members of the Troop made an attempt to capture 
the Varaville Bridge but while running down the 
road towards it, the structure literally blew up in 
their face.  A very close escape, but a few days 
later, he was not to be so lucky.  While entering 
the supposedly enemy-free Honfleur, he turned 
a corner onto the quayside and saw an enemy 
88mm gun that fired and he was caught in the 
blast as a round struck the building beside him.  
This meant a few weeks in hospital.  However, 
after ‘sorting out’ a particularly obnoxious 
member of the 12th SS Hitler Jugend Division in 
the same ward, the Doctor told him that he was 
fit enough to leave, eventually ‘borrowing’ a truck 
and driving to Arromanches, where he hitched a 
lift back to England.

3 Commando’s next operations were to help 
stem the tide of the Ardennes Offensive and 
subsequently move into Holland.  In March 1945 
the now 1st Commando Brigade crossed the 
River Rhine and moved into the remains of Wesel.  
On nearing the River Aller, the fighting became 
very intense.  They also began to notice an 

awful smell.  After losing many good men, some 
of whom had come all the way from Normandy, 
they found the reason why.  Belsen concentration 
camp.  All they could do was march past it.  

The war ended for Scotty and the Commandos at 
Wesel on the Baltic coast where they met up with 
the Russians.

With the soul-destroying disbandment of the Army 
Commando units, Stan found himself posted to 
the Military Police, 247 HQ Provost Company, 
where he revelled in pitting his wits against black 
marketeering and breaking up fights between 
groups of soldiers in the bars of Brussels.     

In January 1947, he was sent to take charge 
of 16 Detachment CMP. This entailed prisoner 
escort duty of those being tried for war crimes. 
As with everything else he had done in the Army, 
he performed these tasks with intelligence and 
enthusiasm.

Tiring of the Military Police, he decided to leave 
the Army and after his demob leave, joined the 
Parachute Regiment.  This plan went awry when 
the recruitment office could not guarantee the 
Regiment to which he would be sent.   

Taken from:
Fighting with the Commandos: Recollections of 
Stan Scott, No. 3 Commando Published June 1st 
2008 by Pen & Sword Books

After his demob in 1947,  Stan settled in the 
border area of Belgium and France, Roubaix 
and Tournai.  His first job was helping to rebuild 
the Historic Bridge in Tournai then working for 
the Motte textile company in Roubaix, where on 
weekends he managed and coached the firm’s 
football team. With his partner Nelly, he had four 
children: Lillian, Jimmy, Johnny and Christen. In 
his spare time, he was a steadfast supporter of 
the Royal British Legion in Roubaix, working as 
the branch standard bearer, traveling all over 
Northern France to represent the RBL at services 
and parades.

He returned to the UK in 1965 and was employed 
as a drayman for Bass Charringtons. Soon after 
his return to London, he met Pamela at a family 
christening, and if not for meeting his future 
wife, he had been prepared to sign up with the 
American army for service in Vietnam. In March 
1966, Stan and Pamela were married and settled 
into family life. Pamela brought with her 3 children 
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from her first marriage; Heather, Diane, and Bill, 
then in 1967, they had Stanley jnr, and in 1969, 
Robert. Over the next 48 years of married life 
their family was to grow to 15 grandchildren and 
7 great grandchildren.

In 1972 he joined the Army Cadet force as an 
adult instructor with the rank of Sergeant Major. 
Over the next 30 odd years he worked in ACF 
units all over the City of London and North East 
Sector first badged Royal Green Jacket and 
later as a Fusilier. As a role model and with his 
wealth of military knowledge, the impact he had 
on many teenage boys and later girls, helping to 
inspire and instil confidence in them, is hard to 
measure. However, based alone on the number 
that went on to join the forces and even win the 
coveted “green lid” as he called it, the impact was 
considerable indeed.      

In the ACF he met fellow instructor Les Shaw, an 
ex-war time Para. In the early 1970’s, they would 
spend their weekends off Parachuting. A few 
years later, getting the young cadets involved in 
Parascending, this led onto forming the Green 
Dragons, a club that exists to this day.

Over the years, he also helped run numerous 
ACF Bands and much later with Pam, a Scout 
band. 

He had always been a staunch supporter of the 
Commando Association turning out at all events, 
but he could never understand why they never 
moved on to include post war army personnel 
who were Commando trained, as he could see 
the day it would have to stand down through 
lack of numbers. So in 2004, a year before the 
Commando Association  was indeed stood down, 
Vic Ralph (1 Cdo), Stan and a few others formed 
the Commando Veterans Association, Stan 
becoming national chairman, bringing together 
all current and post war army personnel who had 
passed the  Commando course, anyone who had 
qualified to wear the “Green Beret”. At the end of 
2014 the CVA numbered 600 and continues to go 
from strength to strength.

Scotty was a long standing member of Weald 
Branch and passed away on 25th June 2014 
aged 89.

the home gUarD in Kent 
‘Who Do YoU thinK YoU Were KiDDng

 mr hitLer?’

On Tuesday May 14th 1940 a broadcast was 
made by the then Secretary of State for War, 

Anthony Eden, asking for men between the ages 
of 17 and 45 to  enrol in the just formed Local 
Defence Volunteers. Within 24 hours, 10,000 
volunteers had enrolled at their local Police 
Station in Kent alone.

Brigadier  General H S Franklin CMG CBE DSO 
was appointed to organise the LDV in Kent who 
were split into three groups, one each for East, 
West and North Kent. 

Three days later on the evening of  May 17th, 
Brigadier Franklin was ordered to deploy 1,500 
men within 24 hours to patrol  key areas. 1,500 
elderly Lee-Enfield .303 rifles with ammunition 
were drawn from Chatham Command and a 
further 2,000 the following day. These were 

distributed, fully greased, to Canterbury, Ashford 
and Maidstone where they were stored in 
Police cells. Cleaning presented a considerable 
problem as there was no ‘pull throughs’ or four-
by-two available. An even bigger problem was 
identifying LVD men who knew how to fire a 
rifle. However by 10pm the following night 1,000 
armed men had been deployed throughout Kent, 
most veterans of the last war.

Recruiting was still going on but  weapons, 
equipment and uniform were initially non 
existent except for the initial 3,500 issued by 
Chatam Command. However, at the time of 
the Dunkirk evacuation a very enterprising 
detachment commander in Ramsgate donned 
his WW1 officers’ uniform and positioned himself 
in the harbour area. Here he collected a very 
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assortment of rifles, Bren Guns and ammunition 
from evacuated soldiers, and for  brief while his 
detachment became the best equipped unit in 
the British Army let alone the Home Guard.

On August 23rd Winston Churchill demanded 
that the name Local Defence Volunteers be 
changed to Home Guard and later that month 
the original organisation was also changed from 
companies, some of which were over 1,000 
strong. These companies became battalions with 
the same internal organisation as the army. Later 
these battalions were numbered consecutively 
throughout the county. There were at this time 
24 general service battalions in the county and 
four utility battalions, these were, Kent Electrical 
Battalion, Kent Bus Battalion, Kent GPO 
Battalion and Kent Southern Railway Battalion. 
36 battalions  three utility battalions and three 
AAA battalions.

 Coastal battalions:

5th (Wingham),   6th (Thanet)
7th (Lyminge),   8th (Cinque Ports)

30th (Sheppey).

east Kent battalions:

1st (Ashford), 2nd (Charing), 3rd (Canterbury)
4th (St.Augustine), 9th (Faversham)

10th (Sittingbourne), 23rd (Hawkhurst).

medway and mid Kent battalions.

11th (Maidstone),12th (Chatham), 
13th (Rochester)

14th (Hoo), 15th (Chobham), 29th (Mid Kent)
31st (Dockyard), 33rd (Short Brothers).

north Kent battalions

16th (Gravesend), 17th (Northfleet),  
18th (Dartford), 19th (Farningham),  
20th (Sevenoaks), 21st (Tonbridge),

22nd (Tunbridge Wells), 24th (Malling), 
32nd (Edenbridge).

south east London battalions

51st (Bromley), 52nd (Farnborough)
53rd (Orpington), 54th (Chislehurst)

55th (Beckenham), 56th (Erith), 57th (Sidcup).

In August 1940 the Kent Home Guard were 
affiliated to the local infantry regiments, those in 
the north and western part of the county to the 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment and 
those in the south and east to The Buffs (Royal 
East Kent Regiment). The three AAA battalions, 
on the Isle of Sheppey, were affiliated to the Royal 
Artillery, the battalions and units then adopted 
the cap badge of the relevant affiliated regiment.

By 1942, the Kent Home Guard was well 
armed and trained but enrolment had slowed 
considerably.   The requirement for attendance 
was over 20 hours per month added to which 
working hours had been extended with 
compulsory overtime leaving little time for family. 
In February compulsory engagement of people 
not engaged in other voluntary work came into 
force.

However following the successful landings in 
France and the drive towards Germany by the 
Allies, the Home Guard were formally stood down 
on 3rd December 1944 and finally disbanded 
on 31st December 1945. Male members were 
rewarded with a certificate, bearing the words:” 

“In the years when our Country was in 
mortal danger, (name) who served (dates) 
gave generously of his time and powers to 

make himself ready for her defence by force 
of arms and with his life if need be” 

George R.I.

If he had served more than three years and 
requested it, a member would be awarded the 
Defence Medal. It would not be until 1945 that 
women who had helped as auxiliaries were 
recognised with their own certificate.

No 3 Paltoon ‘B’ Company 9th Battalion 
(Faversham) Kent Home Guard- October 1944
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A TIME IN HISTORY 
A TIME TO REMEMBER

5th June 1215 - The signing of the Magna Carta 

Magna Carta (“the Great Charter”), also called Magna Carta Libertatum ( “the Great Charter of the 
Liberties”), is a charter agreed by King John of England at Runnymede, near Windsor, on 15th June 

1215 800 years ago. The Charter was signed by King John at the instigation of his unruly barons and 
promised the protection of church rights, protection for the barons from illegal 
imprisonment, access to swift justice, and limitations on feudal payments to 
the Crown, to be implemented through a council of 25 barons. Although 
Magna Carta contained 63 clauses when it was first granted, only three 
of those clauses remain part of English law. One defends the liberties and 
rights of the English Church, another confirms the liberties and customs of 
London and other towns, but the third is the most famous:

“No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or 
exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or send 

others to do so, except by the lawful judgement of his equals or by the law of the land. 

To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice.”

This clause gave all free men the right to justice and a fair trial.

25th October 1415 (Saint Crispin’s Day)- The Battle of Agincourt

The Battle of Agincourt was a major English victory in the Hundred Years’ War. The battle occurred on 
Friday, 25th October 1415 (Saint Crispin’s Day), near modern-day Azincourt, in northern France. Henry V’s 
victory at Agincourt, against a numerically superior French army, crippled France and started a new period 
in the war during which Henry married the French king’s daughter and Henry’s son, Henry VI, was made 
heir to the throne of France.

Henry V led his troops into the battle and participated in hand-to-hand fighting. The French 
king of the time, Charles VI, did not command the French army himself as he suffered 
from severe, repeating illnesses and moderate mental incapacitation. Instead, the French 
were commanded by Constable Charles d’Albret and various prominent French noblemen 
of the Armagnac party.

This battle is notable for the use of the English longbow in very large numbers, with 
English and Welsh archers forming most of Henry’s army.  At the Battle of Agincourt 

Henry’s army was probably around 5,000 knights, men-at-arms and archers. Estimates of the size of the 
French army vary widely, from 30,000 to as high as 100,000. It is believed that some 8,000 Frenchmen 
died in the battle, including many of the most senior nobles of France. English losses are thought to have 
been in the hundreds. The Duke of York died in the battle as did the Earl of Suffolk, whose father had died 
in the siege of Harfleur the month before.

18th June 1815 - The Battle of Waterloo 
The Battle of Waterloo took place 200 years ago. The Battle of Waterloo was fought on Sunday, 18th June 
1815, near Waterloo in present-day Belgium, then part of the United Kingdom of the Netherlands. A French 
army under the command of Napoleon was defeated by the armies of the Seventh Coalition, comprising an 
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Anglo-Allied army under the command of the Duke of Wellington combined with a Prussian army under the 
command of Gebhard von Blücher. Three armies were involved in the battle: Napoleon’s Armée du Nord; 
a multinational army under Wellington; and a Prussian army under Blücher.

The French army of around 73,000 consisted of 51,000 infantry, 14,500 
cavalry, and 8,000 artillery with 252 guns. Napoleon had used conscription 
to fill the ranks of the French army throughout his rule, but he did not 
conscript men for the 1815 campaign. All his troops were veterans of 
at least one campaign who had returned more or less voluntarily to the 
colours. The cavalry in particular was both numerous and formidable, 
and included fourteen regiments of armoured heavy cavalry and seven of 
highly versatile lancers.

Wellington claimed that he himself had “an infamous army, very weak and 
ill-equipped, with a very inexperienced Staff”. His forces consisted of 118,000 of which the Anglo Allied 
component amounted to 68,000 men: 51,000 infantry, 11,000 cavalry, and 6,000 artillery with 156 guns. 
Of these, 25,000 were British (including a disproportionate number of Irishmen with another 6,000 from 
the King’s German Legion (KGL), 17,000 Dutch and Belgian troops, 11,000 from Hanover, 6,000 from 
Brunswick, 3,000 from Nassau. In addition, there were and 50,000 Prussians led by Generalfeldmarschall 
(Field Marshal) Gebhard von Blücher.

 All of the British Army troops were regular soldiers but only 7,000 of them were Peninsular War veterans. 
The battle lasted for three days resulting in a very high level of casualties on both sides.

The combined Anglo-Allied armed forces suffered, 24,000 casualties, 4,800 killed, 4,600 missing and over 
14,600 wounded. However this compared with French losses of, according to war service records, at least 
41,000 of which 24,000 were killed or wounded, 15,000 missing and up to 8,000 soldiers captured.

In the aftermath, coalition forces entered France and restored Louis XVIII to the French throne. Napoleon 
abdicated, surrendered to the British, and was exiled to Saint Helena, where he later died in 1821.

19th May 1935 - Lawrence of Arabia killed.
The 80th anniversary of the death of British Army Officer, T E Lawrence who earned international fame 
as ‘Lawrence of Arabia’, a title which was later used for the 1962 David Lean film 
based on his life. In 1917, Lawrence arranged a joint action with the Arab irregulars 
and forces including Auda Abu Tayi (until then in the employ of the Ottomans) against 
the strategically located but lightly defended town of Aqaba. On 6th July 1917, after a 
surprise overland attack, Aqaba fell to Lawrence and the Arab forces. 

In January 1918, Lawrence fought in the battle of Tafileh, an important region southeast 
of the Dead Sea, together with Arab regulars under the command of Jafar Pasha al-
Askari. The battle was a defensive engagement that turned into an offensive rout and 
was described in the official history of the war as a “brilliant feat of arms”. Lawrence was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order for his leadership at Tafileh and was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. The 
battle took the lives of 400 Turks and captured more than 200 prisoners. At the age of 46, two months 
after leaving military service, Lawrence was fatally injured in an accident on his Brough Superior SS100 
motorcycle in Dorset, close to his cottage, Clouds Hill, near Wareham. A dip in the road obstructed his view 
of two boys on their bicycles; he swerved to avoid them, lost control, and was thrown over the handlebars 
- he died six days later on 19th May 1935. The site of the accident is marked by a small memorial at the 
side of the road.
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27th May- 4th June 1940- Operation Dynamo
The Dunkirk evacuation, code-named Operation Dynamo, also known as the Miracle of Dunkirk, was the 
evacuation of Allied soldiers from the beaches and harbour of Dunkirk, France, between 27th May and 4th 
June 1940. The operation was decided upon when large numbers of British, French, and Belgian troops 
were cut off and surrounded by the German army during the Battle of France in the Second World War. In 
a speech to the House of Commons, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill called the events in France 
“a colossal military disaster”, saying that “the whole root and core and brain of the British Army” had been 
stranded at Dunkirk and seemed about to perish or be captured. In his We shall fight on the beaches 
speech on 4th June, he hailed their rescue as a “miracle of deliverance”.

After Nazi Germany invaded Poland in September 1939, marking the 
beginning of the Second World War, the British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF) was sent to aid in the defence of France. Germany invaded Belgium 
and the Netherlands on 10th May 1940, and three of their Panzer corps 
attacked France through the Ardennes and rapidly drove towards the 
English Channel. By 21st May, the German forces had trapped the BEF, 
the remains of the Belgian forces, and three French armies in an area 

along the northern coast of France. Commander of the BEF General John Vereker, 6th Viscount Gort, 
immediately saw that evacuation across the Channel was the best course of action, and began planning a 
withdrawal to Dunkirk, the closest location with good port facilities. On 22nd May 1940, a ‘Halt Order’ was 
issued by the German High Command, with Adolf Hitler’s approval. This gave the trapped Allied forces 
time to construct defensive works and pull back large numbers of troops toward Dunkirk.. From 28th–31st 
May 1940, in the Siege of Lille, the remaining 40,000 men of the once-formidable French First Army fought 
a delaying action against seven German divisions, including three armoured divisions.

On the first day of the evacuation, only 7,669 men were evacuated, but by the end of the eighth day, a total 
of 338,226 soldiers had been rescued by a hastily assembled fleet of over 800 boats. Many of the troops 
were able to embark from the harbour’s protective mole onto 39 British destroyers and other large ships, 
while others had to wade out from the beaches, waiting for hours in the shoulder-deep water. Some were 
ferried from the beaches to the larger ships by the famous little ships of Dunkirk, a flotilla of hundreds of 
merchant marine boats, fishing boats, pleasure craft, and lifeboats called into service for the emergency. 
The BEF lost 68,000 soldiers during the French campaign and had to abandon nearly all of their tanks, 
vehicles, and other equipment. 

The 1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Battalions of The Buffs and 1st, 6th, 7th & 8th battalions of the Queen’s Own were 
among those who fought so valiantly to stem the German advance and to protect the evacuation areas. 

10th July  –  31st October, 1940 The Battle of Britain.
What General Weygand has called The Battle of France is over. The 
Battle of Britain is about to begin.”— Winston Churchill, 18th June 1940. 
On this day in 1940, the Germans begin the first in a long series of 
bombing raids against Great Britain, as the Battle of Britain, which 
would last three and a half months, begins.

After the occupation of France by Germany, Britain knew it was only 
a matter of time before the Axis power turned its sights across the Channel and launched an invasion. 
However. prior to any invasion it would prove necessary to neutralise the Royal Air Force its aircraft, 
airfields, and UK port facilities  etc. On 10th July, 120 German bombers and fighters struck a British 
shipping convoy in the Channel, while 70 more bombers attacked dockyard installations in South Wales. 
Although Britain had far fewer fighters than the Germans–600 to 1,300–it had a few advantages, such 
as an effective radar system whilst Britain also produced superior quality aircraft. Our Spitfires could turn 
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tighter than Germany’s ME109s, and our Hurricanes could carry 40mm cannon, and would shoot down, 
with its American Browning machine guns, and during the war shot down 1,500 Luftwaffe aircraft. The 
German single-engine fighters had a limited flight radius, and its bombers lacked the bomb-load capacity 
necessary to unleash permanent devastation on their targets. Britain also had the advantage of unified 
focus, while German infighting caused mistakes in timing; they also suffered from poor intelligence.

On 1st August the OKW (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht or “High Command of the Armed Forces”) 
issued its plan for the invasion of Great Britian. The plan, code named Unternehmen Seelöwe (“Operation 
Sea Lion”), was scheduled to take place in mid-September 1940. Seelöwe called for landings on the south 
coast of Great Britain, backed by an airborne assault. Neither Hitler nor OKW believed it would be possible 
to carry out a successful amphibious assault on Britain until the RAF had been neutralised.

But in the opening days of battle, Britain was in immediate need of two things: a collective stiff upper lip–and 
aluminium. A plea was made by the government to turn in all available aluminium to the Ministry of Aircraft 
Production. “We will turn your pots and pans into Spitfires and Hurricanes,” the ministry declared. And 
they did. German General Raeder believed that air superiority might make a successful landing possible 
although it would be a risky operation and required “absolute mastery 
over the Channel by our air forces”.

By summer 1940, there were about 9,000 pilots in the RAF for 
approximately 5,000 aircraft, most of which were bombers. Fighter 
Command was never short of pilots, but the problem of finding sufficient 
numbers of fully trained fighter pilots became acute by mid-August 1940 
when aircraft production was running at 300 each week, only 200 pilots 
were trained in the same period. In addition, more pilots were allocated 
to squadrons than there were aircraft, as this allowed squadrons to maintain operational strength despite 
casualties and still provide for pilot leave. Another factor was that only about 30% of the 9,000 pilots were 
assigned to operational squadrons; 20% of the pilots were involved in conducting pilot training, and a 
further 20% were undergoing further instruction, like those offered in Canada and in Southern Rhodesia 
to the Commonwealth trainees, although already qualified. The rest were assigned to staff positions, since 
RAF policy dictated that only pilots could make many staff and operational command decisions, even 
in engineering matters. At the height of fighting, and despite Churchill’s insistence, only 30 pilots were 
released to the front line from administrative duties.

For these reasons, and the permanent loss of 435 pilots during the Battle of France alone along with many 
more wounded, and others lost in Norway, the RAF had fewer experienced pilots at the start of the initial 
defence of their home. It was the lack of trained pilots in the fighting squadrons, rather than the lack of 
aircraft, that became the greatest concern for Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding, Commander of Fighter 
Command. Drawing from regular RAF forces, the Auxiliary Air Force and the Volunteer Reserve, the 
British were able to muster some 1,103 fighter pilots on 1st July. Replacement pilots, with little flight training 
and often no gunnery training, suffered high casualty rates thus exacerbating the problem.

The Luftwaffe on the other hand, were able to muster a larger number, some 1,450  of more experienced 
fighter pilots. Drawn from a cadre of Spanish Civil War veterans, these pilots already had comprehensive 
courses in aerial gunnery and instructions in tactics suited for fighter-versus-fighter combat. From July 
to September, the Luftwaffe’s loss records indicate the loss of 1,636 aircraft, 1,184 to enemy action. This 
represented 47% of the initial strength of single-engined fighters, 66% of twin-engined fighters, and 45% 
of bombers. This indicates the Germans were running out of aircrews as well as aircraft. 

On 3rd September, with British Spitfires and Hurricanes, despite their losses, still controlling the skies over 
southern Britain, Operation Sea Lion was postponed, first to 21st September and then, eleven days later, 
to 27th September. On 15th September , now commemorated as ‘Battle of Britain Day’  Göring, in a last 
effort to defeat the RAF’s Fighter Command, launched massive raids against Britain. On that day the RAF 
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lost 26 aircraft but the Luftwaffe nearly three times that amount. It was on this day that bombs fell again on 
Buckingham Palace. One sergeant pilot who shot down a Do17, from which the German crew managed to 
parachute to safety, was himself shot down and managed to bale out ending up in a dustbin in Chelsea. 
The events of 15th September demonstrated beyond doubt that Fighter Command, far from being on the 
verge of collapse, was nowhere near defeated. Summoning Göring and von Rundstedt on September 17, 
Hitler indefinitely postponed Operation Sea Lion citing the Luftwaffe’s failure to obtain air superiority over 
the skies of Britain.

The battle won, it was time to count the cost. ~In the few weeks of the Battle of Britain the RAF lost 1,012 
planes and 537 air crew, the Germans lost 1,918 planes and 2,662 aircrew. 

Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few,

7th September 1940- The start of the ‘Blitz’:
 75 years ago Nazi Germany began to rain bombs on London. Called ‘The Blitz’, 
shortened from German ‘Blitzkrieg’ “lightning war”, between 7th September 1940 
and 21st May 1941 there were major aerial raids in which many tons of high 
explosives were dropped on 16 British cities. Over a period of 267 days (almost 
37 weeks), London was attacked 71 times, Birmingham, Liverpool and Plymouth 
eight times, Bristol six, Glasgow five, Southampton four, Portsmouth and Hull three, 

and there was also at least one large raid on another eight cities including Canterbury. This was a result 
of a rapid escalation starting on 24th August 1940, when night bombers aiming for RAF airfields drifted 
off course and accidentally destroyed several London homes, killing civilians. UK Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill’s immediate response was the bombing of Berlin on the following night.

Starting on 7th September 1940, London was bombed by the Luftwaffe for 57 consecutive nights. More 
than one million London houses were destroyed or damaged, and more than 40,000 civilians were killed, 
almost half of them in London. Ports and industrial centres outside London were also heavily attacked. 
The major Atlantic sea port of Liverpool was also heavily bombed, causing nearly 4,000 deaths within the 
Merseyside area during the war. The North Sea port of Hull, a convenient and easily found primary and 
secondary target for bombers unable to locate their primary targets, was subjected to 86 raids within the 
city boundaries during the war, with a conservative estimate of 1,200 civilians killed and 95% of its housing 
stock destroyed or damaged. Other ports including Bristol, Cardiff, Portsmouth, Plymouth, Southampton, 
and Swansea were also targeted, as were the industrial cities of Birmingham, Belfast, Coventry, Glasgow, 
Manchester and Sheffield. Birmingham and Coventry were heavily targeted because of the Spitfire and 
tank factories in Birmingham and the many munitions factories in Coventry; the city centre of Coventry was 
almost completely destroyed.

27th January 1945- Auschwitz liberated.
70 years ago the Soviet Red Army liberated Auschwitz extermination camp in 
Nazi occupied Poland where at least 1.1 million prisoners had died. Auschwitz 
was but one of 24 concentration/extermination camps many of which had 
sub camps totalling 900. Auschwitz I was first constructed to hold Polish 
political prisoners, who began to arrive in May 1940. The first extermination 
of prisoners took place in September 1941, and Auschwitz II–Birkenau went 
on to become a major site of the Nazi “Final Solution to the Jewish question”. 

In the course of the war, the camp was staffed by 6,500 to 7,000 members of the German Schutzstaffel (SS), 
approximately 15 percent of whom were later convicted of war crimes. Some, including camp commandant 
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Rudolf Höss, were executed. The Allied Powers refused to believe early reports of the atrocities at the 
camp, and their failure to bomb the camp or its railways remains controversial. One hundred and forty-
four prisoners are known to have successfully escaped from Auschwitz, and on October 7, 1944, two 
Sonderkommando units—prisoners assigned to staff the gas chambers—launched a brief, unsuccessful 
uprising.

As Soviet troops approached Auschwitz in January 1945, most of its population was evacuated and sent 
on a death march. The prisoners remaining at the camp were liberated on January 27, 1945, a day now 
commemorated as International Holocaust Remembrance Day. In the following decades, survivors such 
as Primo Levi, Viktor Frankl, and Elie Wiesel wrote memoirs of their experiences in Auschwitz, and the 
camp became a dominant symbol of the Holocaust. In 1947, Poland founded a museum on the site of 
Auschwitz I and II, and in 1979, it was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Apart from actual extermination camps many of the concentration camps were little else but there for 
extermination. The most infamous is Bergen-Belsen. Bergen Belsen was liberated by British forces on 
15th April 1945 and the true horror of the Nazi regime was seen at first hand. The SS Commandant  Josef 
Kramer (The Beast of Belsen), a notorious German Nazi war criminal, directly responsible for the deaths 
of thousands of people were arrested,  tried and convicted of war crimes and hanged on the gallows in 
Hamelin prison by British executioner Albert Pierrepoint. 13th December 1945

16th April 1945 – Colditz Castle (Oflag IV-C)
In April 1945,  US troops entered the town of Colditz and, after a two-day fight, captured the castle on 16th 
April.

After the outbreak of the Second World War  Colditz Castle was converted into 
a high security prisoner-of-war camp for officers who had become security 
or escape risks or who were regarded as particularly dangerous. Since the 
castle is situated on a rocky outcrop above the River Mulde, the Germans 
believed it to be an ideal site for a high security prison.

Field Marshal Hermann Göring even declared Colditz “escape-proof”. Yet 
despite this audacious claim, there were multiple escapes by British, Canadian, 

French, Polish, Dutch, and Belgian inmates of which between 30–36  were successful.

One lavish scheme even included a glider that was kept in a remote portion of the castle’s attic, completed 
in the winter of 1944-45 but following the Great Escape, in which 50 escapees were executed by the 
Gestapo, all further escape attempts were officially discouraged and the glider was never used.  

Among the more notable inmates were British fighter ace Douglas Bader; Pat Reid, the man who brought 
Colditz to public attention with his post war books; Airey Neave, the first British officer to escape from 
Colditz and later a British Member of Parliament; New Zealand Army Captain Charles Upham, the only 
combat soldier ever to receive the Victoria Cross twice; and Sir David Stirling, founder of the wartime 
Special Air Service.

28th April 1945- Benito Mussolini Executed
Mussolini and his mistress Clara Petacci were stopped by communist partisans Valerio and 
Bellini and identified by the Political Commissar of the partisans’ 52nd Garibaldi Brigade, 
Urbano Lazzaro, on 27th April 1945, near the village of Dongo (Lake Como), as they headed 
for Switzerland to board a plane to escape to Spain. 

The next day, Mussolini and Petacci were both summarily shot, along with most of the 
members of their 15-man train, primarily ministers and officials of the Italian Social Republic. 
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The shootings took place in the small village of Giulino di Mezzegra and were conducted by a partisan 
leader who used the nom de guerre of Colonnello Valerio. His real identity is unclear. Conventionally he is 
thought to have been Walter Audisio, who always claimed to have carried out the execution.

 
29th April 1945 - German forces in Italy surrender

On this day in 1945, approximately 1 million German soldiers laid down their arms in Italy as the terms 
of the German unconditional surrender, signed at Caserta on 29th April came into effect. Ironically, many 
Germans surrendered to Japanese soldiers—Japanese Americans. Among the 
American tank crews that entered the northern Italian town of Biella was an all-
Nisei (second-generation) infantry battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team 
composed of Japanese Americans from Hawaii.

Early that same day, Russian Marshal Georgi K. Zhukov accepted the surrender of 
the German capital. The Red Army took 134,000 German soldiers prisoner.

30th April 1945- Death of Adolph Hitler
Adolf Hitler, the Nazi leader, committed suicide during the Battle of Berlin. He was Chancellor of Germany 
from 1933 to 1945 and Führer (Leader) of Nazi Germany from 1934 to 1945. As effective dictator of Nazi 

Germany, He directed large-scale rearmament and on 1st September 1939 invaded 
Poland, resulting in British and French declarations of war on Germany. In June 1941, 
Hitler ordered an invasion of the Soviet Union. By the end of 1941 German forces 
and the European Axis powers occupied most of Europe and North Africa. Failure 
to defeat the Soviets and the entry of the United States into the war forced Germany 
onto the defensive and it suffered a series of escalating defeats. In the final days of 
the war, during the Battle of Berlin in 1945, Hitler married his long-time lover, Eva 

Braun. On 30th April 1945, less than two days later, the two committed suicide to avoid capture by the Red 
Army, and their corpses were burned.

Under Hitler’s leadership and racially motivated ideology, the Nazi regime was responsible for the genocide 
of at least 5.5 million Jews and millions of other victims whom he and his followers deemed racially inferior. 
Hitler and the Nazi regime were also responsible for the killing of an estimated 19.3 million civilians and 
prisoners of war. In addition, 29 million soldiers and civilians died as a result of military action in the 
European Theatre of World War II. The number of civilians killed during the Second World War was 
unprecedented in the history of warfare. 

4th - 8th May 1945  - German surrenders.
On 4th May 1945 at Lüneburg Heath, east of Hamburg, Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery accepted 
the unconditional surrender of the German forces in the Netherlands, in northwest Germany including 
all islands, and in Denmark and all naval ships in those areas. The surrender 
preceded the end of World War II in Europe and was signed in a carpeted tent at 
Montgomery’s headquarters on the Timeloberg hill at Wendisch Evern. Three days 
later on 7th May all of Germany’s forces on land, sea and air surrendered on the 
authorisation of Hitler’s  successor, Reichspräsident Karl Dönitz who headed the  
Flensburg Government. On the 8th May a further surrender ceremony took place 
in Berlin with the Russian Government represented. 

 The 8th May is now celebrated as Victory in Europe (VE) Day
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6th August 1945: - The Atomic Bomb
 At approximately 8.15am on 6th August 1945 a US B-29 bomber 
dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, instantly 
killing around 80,000 people. Three days later, a second bomb was 
dropped on Nagasaki, causing the deaths of 40,000 more. The dropping 
of the bombs, which occurred by executive order of US President Harry 
Truman, remains the only nuclear attack in history. In the months 
following the attack, roughly 100,000 more people died slow, horrendous 
deaths as a result of radiation poisoning. The B-29 bomber that dropped 
the A-Bomb on Hiroshima was christened the Enola Gay by its pilot Paul Tibbets in honour his mother’s 
name. The two bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were called Little Boy and Fat Man. The 
surrender of the Empire of Japan was announced by Japan on 15th August and formally signed on 2nd 
September, 1945, bringing the hostilities of World War II to a close. On 2nd September, more than 250 
Allied warships lay at anchor in Tokyo Bay. The flags of the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, and 
China fluttered above the deck of the Missouri. Just after 9 a.m. Tokyo time, Japanese Foreign Minister 
Mamoru Shigemitsu signed on behalf of the Japanese government. General Yoshijiro Umezu then signed 
for the Japanese armed forces, and his aides wept as he made his signature.

Supreme Commander MacArthur next signed on behalf of the United Nations, 
declaring, “It is my earnest hope and indeed the hope of all mankind that from 
this solemn occasion a better world shall emerge out of the blood and carnage of 
the past.” Ten more signatures were added, by the United States, China, Britain, 
the USSR, Australia, Canada, France, the Netherlands and New Zealand, 
respectively. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz signed for the United States.

As the 20-minute ceremony ended, the sun burst through low-hanging clouds. The most devastating war 
in human history was over

24th January 1960 - Sir Winston Spencer Churchill:
This year sees the 55th anniversary of the death of Sir Winston Churchill who died on the 24th January 
1960, at the age of 90 at his London home after suffering a stroke.

 At the outbreak of the Second World War, he was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty and following the 
resignation of Neville Chamberlain on 10th May 1940, Churchill became Prime Minister. His steadfast 
refusal to consider surrender helped inspire British resistance, especially during the difficult early days of 
the war when the British Commonwealth and Empire stood alone against Adolf Hitler, the Third Reich and 
the Axis powers. 
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS(PWRR)
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND ANNUAL REUNION, 

CANTERBURY - SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST 2015 
ADMIN ORDER

The Regimental Association thanks the Dean and Chapter for allowing our Association to hold their 
Remembrance Service in Canterbury Cathedral.  We also thank the Commanding Officer of The 3rd 

Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment for allowing us to hold our Reunion in Leros Barracks, 
Leros TA Centre, Sturry Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1HR.

The following are the arrangements for the day:

1.  REFRESHMENT.  Tea and light refreshments will be provided from 10.45 hrs until 11.45 hrs in 
the Parish Centre of St Martin and St Paul Church Street, Canterbury,.

2. MUSTER.  

  a.  This will be in the grounds of Canterbury Cathedral. Entrance will be via the Posterne Gate 
(Car park entrance) to the Cathedral at 12.30 hrs sharp. There will be no admittance prior to 
12.20 hrs.

 b.   Branch Secretaries are asked to brief their membership not to muster outside of the 
Weatherspoons Public House and the Posterne Gate entrance.

 c.  Those members who are not marching are to enter the Cathedral via the West Gate (main 
entrance) and are to be seated within the Cathedral by 12.45 hrs. This will be controlled by 
stewards from the Canterbury Branch of the Association.

 d.  Please Note: There is no car parking in the Cathedral grounds whatsoever, this also 
applies to Disabled Blue Badge Holders, this rule must be strictly adhered to. 

 e. Smoking is prohibited anywhere within the grounds of the Cathedral.

 f. PARKING.  Details for car and coach parking are given in a later paragraph.

3. PARADE DETAILS.

 Parade Commander  - 3 PWRR  (TBC) 
 Parade Marshal  - RSM 3 PWRR (TBC) 
 Assistant Parade Marshal - Mr C. Smith 
 12.25 hrs   - ‘Fall In’ to be sounded 
 12.34 hrs   - Welcome by the President 
 12.36 hrs   - Move Off – route – Posterne Gate, Burgate 
         Christchurch Gate, Cathedral

4. PARADE STATES. 

 a.  For security purposes Parade states are a vital part of the preparation for the event as total 
numbers have be submitted to the police and the Cathedral administrator by the Regimental 
Association Secretary.
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 b.  Branch Secretaries are requested to forward parade states No later than Friday 17th July 
2015 to:

Major(Retd)  Peter R. White MM. Secretary, 

Queen’s Own Buffs Regimental Association, 

Marlowe Innovation Centre,
 Marlowe Way, Ramsgate CT12 6FA

5. BAND INSTRUCTION:

  The Band will countermarch at the Christchurch Gate, Butter Market and then March into the 
Cathedral at the rear of the parade. This should allow all on parade to hear the bass drum and 
therefore maintain the step.

6. COMPLIMENTS:

 Compliments are to be paid as follows:

 a.  Entry into the Cathedral. On the march to the Cathedral ‘Eyes Left’ to be given at the War 
memorial in the Butter Market.  Standards to be ‘Let Fly’.

 b.  The Cathedral Precinct. The Regimental Sergeant Major (R.S.M.) is to halt the Parade and 
to give the order to ‘March Off the Standard Bearers’.  The President of the Association 
will ‘fall out’ the officers and the R.S.M. will then ‘fall out’ the Parade.  (Once fallen out the 
Standard Bearers are to report to the Canterbury representative at the West Door of the 
Cathedral).

 c.  Parade After the Service. In the precinct a marker will be positioned on either side of the 
Saluting Base.  The command ‘Eyes Right’ will be given at the first marker and the ‘Eyes 
Front’ at the second marker.  Standards are to be ‘Let Fly’ between markers.

 d.  The Parade will then March via the West Gate of the Cathedral along Burgate and halt at the 
Posterne Gate, Burgate, where it will be dismissed. Individuals are to make their own way 
to Leros Barracks for the Reunion.

7. SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE.

 a.  The Service will be conducted on similar lines to last year. Those attending the Service but 
not marching are requested to be seated in the Cathedral by 12.45 hrs.

 b.   Ushers. To report by 12.30 hrs to Mr Maurice Samson.

 c. Service sheets are to be distributed under the arrangements of Canterbury Branch.

8. DRESS.

 a. Serving Officers on Parade – No. 2 Dress and medals– no swords.

 b. Retired Officers: Lounge suits, bowler hat, umbrella and medals.

 c. Remainder:  Berets, Lounge suits or blazers and Regimental ties with medals. 



67

9. STANDARD BEARERS.

 a.    All Standard bearers are to report to Mr. Colin Smith at the Cathedral West Door at   
11.50 hrs for a full briefing on the Parade Protocol.

10. REUNION. - LEROS BARRACKS, CANTERBURY.

 a. The Invicta Band will play during the lunch period.

 b. There will be a raffle organised by Canterbury Branch.

 c. Entertainment will be provided during the afternoon.

 d.  The Reunion will end at approximately 16.30 hrs with a Beating Retreat and the playing of 
the evening hymn by The Band of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.

11. MEALS.

 a.  Lunch will be available at £7.00 per person, and will be provided by the Catering Staff of 3 
PWRR.

 b.   This year the lunch will be a Carvery (choice of three roasts) with all the usual trimmings. 
A vegetarian option will be available. Ice Cream, one per member, will be provided as a 
dessert. Lunch will be served between 14.00-15.00hrs for ticket holders.

 c.       Application for lunch tickets should be made using the Proforma enclosed to and sent with 
the required remittance (along with a stamped addressed envelope) by no later than 17th 
July 2015 to: -

Major(Retd)  Peter R. White MM. Secretary, Queen’s Own Buffs Regimental Association, Marlowe 
Innovation Centre, Marlowe Way, Ramsgate CT12 6FA.

Cheques/PO’s should be made payable to 

“PWRR Benevolent Fund (QOB1)”.

 d.  Tickets applied for in bulk by Branches will be sent to Branch Secretaries for distribution.

 e.  Please Note: No lunch tickets will be available for sale on the day.

12. BARS.

 a.   Bars will be open from 14.00 hrs until 16.30 hrs approximately.

 b.    We are guests of the 3rd Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment and great care 
is to be taken to ensure no damage is caused to the furnishings, carpets, etc. There will 
be no smoking in any building whatsoever. Dress must be appropriate for the day i.e. shirt 
collar and tie for entrance into the Officers’ Mess and Sergeants Mess. Any persons deemed 
to be unsuitably dressed will be refused admission.

13.  SECURITY.  All those attending the reunion at Leros Barracks must carry their Association 
Membership card or some other form of identity. This will assist those responsible for Barrack 
security. NO IDENTIFICATION – NO ENTRY.  There will be no admission into Leros Barracks 
between 11.45 hrs and 13.30 Hrs.
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14. CAR AND COACH PARKING.

 a.  Cars. Branch Secretaries are requested to consolidate bids for their members who will 
require a free car-parking pass for Longport Public Car Park.  Consolidated requests are to 
be sent to the Regimental Association Secretary, (Please note: A SAE is required).  

  (i)   Longport: There are only 50 passes available, which have been kindly allocated free 
by the Canterbury City Council.  Passes, see paragraph above,  are available on a first 
come basis.

  (ii)   Leros Barracks: In order to offer a more convenient service to those who are disabled or 
have impaired mobility and to alleviate the lack of free car parking spaces at Longport, 
arrangements have been made for cars to be parked in Leros Barracks from 09.30hrs.

  (iii)    There will be a regular minibus shuttle service between Leros Barracks, Parish Centre 
of St Martin and St Paul, Church Street and the Cathedral starting from 10.00hrs.  
There will be a return shuttle service to Leros when the parade has fallen out after the 
March past. 

  (iv)   Please note that the last minibus shuttle will leave Leros for the cathedral at 11.45 hrs 
after which time late comers will have to make their own arrangements to get to the 
Cathedral.

  (v)   Should you wish to avail yourself of the Leros car parking facility then you MUST 
indicate this on the Lunch Ticket/Car Parking application form whether you are lunching 
or not. A ticket will then be sent to you which will need to be shown to the minibus 
driver before boarding. No ticket no lift.

 b.  Coaches. Kingsmead Coach Park.  Similar to above please inform the Secretary of Canterbury 
Branch of your requirements.  Stickers to be displayed on the coach windscreens will be 
sent to those requesting them.

 c. Closing date. Bids for the above are required by 17th July 2015.

 e.    Leros Barracks. The Gate Sentries will direct members to the designated car park.    
 Please ensure these instructions are followed. 

15. CONCLUSION. All members are asked to support this very special Regimental Day.
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THE QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS(PWRR)
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND ANNUAL REUNION, 

MAIDSTONE - SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2015 
ADMIN ORDER

1. General Outline:

 a.    The Cafe in the Maidstone Mueum, Faith Street,Maidstone will be open from 0830 hrs to 1000 
hrs. Tea/Coffee and biscuits will be available to all visitors and also toilet facilities.

 b.   The Parade is to form up in Brenchley Gardens for a wreath laying Ceremony at the Cenotaph. 

 c.   After the ceremony in Brenchley Gardens the parade will form up at the Faith Street end of 
Week Street and march to the dismissal point in Jubilee Square. The parade will be  led by the 
Band of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. The Mayor accompanied by the Association 
President  will take the Salute at a point in Week Street.

 d.   After the dismissal Association members will make their way to All Saints Church for the Service 
of Remembrance.

 e.   After the Service of Remembrance members are to make their way to Oakwood House Hotel, 
Oakwood Park, Maidstone for the reunion lunch.

2. Timed programme (Brenchley Gardens, March Past and All Saint’s):

  08.30 hrs - Tea, Coffee and biscuits will be available in Museum

  09.15 hrs -   Last shuttle service leaves Oakwood House (See Parking below)

  09.45 hrs - The Band arrive.

  10.15-10.35hrs- Fall in and Inspection at Brenchley Gardens.

  10.40 hrs - The Mayoral party and Chaplain arrive.

  10.43 hrs - Service at Cenotaph.

  10.55 hrs - Parade reforms and prepares for the march along Week Street.

  11.00 hrs - March past the Mayor accompanied by the President. 

  11.15 hrs    -  Parade falls out in Jubilee Square.

  11.45 hrs -  Service commences in All Saints Church.

3. Parking

	 a.		 	Parking	will	be	available	to	ticket	holders	at	Kent	County	Council	offices	in	County	Road	free	
of charge to all members of the Association in attendance. This has been kindly authorised by 
Kent Facilities Management a division of Kent County Council, for which we are very grateful. It 
is essential that you request a Parking Ticket when you apply for your Reunion lunch ticket.

 b.   Parking will also be available from 08.30hrs at Oakwood House Hotel to assist those members 
who are disabled or have restricted mobility. A shuttle coach service will be available to transport  
members from Oakwood House to Brenchley Gardens and from there to All Saints Church and 
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then return to Oakwood House.  Those wishing to take advantage of this service should apply 
to the Association Secretary for a parking ticket and ensure that they are at Oakwood House no 
later than 09.15 as this is the time when the last shuttle will leave.

4. Parade State

 a.   For security purposes Parade States are a vital part of the preparation for the day.  Branch 
Secretaries are requested to forward a Parade State to the Regimental Association Secretary, 
Marlowe Innovation Centre, Marlowe Way, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6FA – Tel: 01843 598615 by 
Monday 7th September 2015.

5. The Reunion

       a.  The Reunion will be held at Oakwood House Hotel, Oakwood Park, Maidstone. 

6. Transport for Association members who are not driving.

 a.   A coach will be provided to transport those Association Members/Guests not travelling by their 
own means from the Church to the Oakwood House Hotel. Please indicate if you wish to avail 
yourselves of this service on your Reunion Application form.

7. Reunion Luncheon

        a.   The Reunion Lunch will commence at 1pm, please note that entrance will be by ticket only 
which can be obtained from the Deputy Regimental Association Secretary, Marlowe Innovation 
Centre, Marlowe Way, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6FA – Tel: 01843 598615, at a cost of £10 for 
Association members their wives, partners or carers and £18 for non members.  The closing 
date is Monday 7th September 2015. Lunch tickets will not be available after this date or at the 
reunion.  Branch Secretaries are requested to consolidate requirements. A stamped addressed 
envelope with orders please. Cheques should be made payable to:  PWRR Benevolent Fund 
QOB 1.

PLEASE   UNDERSTAND. No food whatsoever, other than that provided by the hotel, may 
be consumed within the hotel. All attending the Reunion must have a Reunion Ticket.

8. Reunion Programme

 1300 hrs -  3 Course Carvery Lunch– for those with tickets. Doors and Bars will 
open at 1230 hrs. There will be no entry prior to this.

 1330 – 1445 hrs - Concert by the Band of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

 1500 hrs - Entertainment.

	 1530	hrs	 -	 Speeches	and	Raffle

 1630 hrs - Bars Close  

 1700 hrs  - Reunion ends.
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LAST POST
CAPTAIN MICHAEL (MIKE) GREGSON:
1932-2014

Mike who served with the 
Queen’s Own in Malaya 

passed away on Sunday 29th 
June 2014 aged 82. 

On 22nd October 1951, Mike 
was the platoon commander 
11 Platoon, ‘D’ Company, 
1 QORWK on patrol in the 

Caledonian Estate in Malaya when they 
were ambushed by at least 50 heavily armed 
communist guerillas. 15 members of the platoon, 
including 3 Iban trackers were killed.

The survivors, of which eleven were wounded 
some severely including Mike, fought with great 
gallantry and determination at close quarters to 
repel the desperate attempts of the guerillas to 
inflict more casualties and seize weapons. In the 
face of such determination the enemy’s resolve 
faltered and they withdrew.

Mike recovered and after discharge enjoyed a 
highly successful commercial career in Australia. 
He came to England for the 60th anniversary of 
the action. A great supporter of the Association, 
his death marks a page in the proud Regimental 
history of the Queen’s Own.

HENRY DELO:

Henry was born on 1st 
May 1932 in a house 

in Canterbury which was 
eventually demolished along 
with others and on that site 
was built the old Ambulance 
Station where in later years 
Henry would work as a 

member of the Ambulance service.

After attending St John’s School Canterbury, 
Henry started work in the Old Leather Tannery 
in Canterbury before being called up for National 
Service in The Buffs. After training he became 
a member of the Regimental Police based in 

Wemyss Barracks. After his discharge he married 
Maureen and they moved to London and started 
a family, Paul and then daughter  Leslie, in 1962 
the family moved back to Canterbury and Henry 
joined the ambulance service. Younger son Mark 
then followed and the family was complete.

Apart from his job and the demands of a young 
family, Henry found time to become heavily 
involved in community work for which he had 
a passion, a member of St. John’s Ambulance 
Service, he was also a football referee and an 
instructor in the Army Cadet Force and of course 
a member of regimental association, being 
secretary for over 35 years. Sadly in 1984 his 
wife Maureen passed away after a long and very 
brave battle against cancer,  a terrible tragedy 
for such a close knit family. Another enormous 
loss was experienced by the family in 2010 when 
eldest son Paul passed away. 

It is appropriate that we have gathered today here 
in this church to say goodbye  to Henry, a church 
with which he had a long association , he was 
confirmed here in 1969, was a chorister here and 
also Church Warden, another example of Henry’s 
tireless work within the community which we all 
felt should have deserved official recognition but 
that was not to be.

In 1989 Henry met Lyn and they were married 
on 13th August 1994, this year would have been 
their 21st Wedding anniversary.

All of us in the Association knew Henry but 
knew little about him, he always avoided being 
in the limelight, to get a photo of him was nigh 
on impossible, on the odd occasion he was 
persuaded to join a group photo when the photo 
was viewed, where was Henry-hiding behind 
someone.  A private man, with a unique sense of 
humour, always  in control of any given situation 
and  very rarely could any one get the better 
of him in any exchange. Branch meetings were 
always a great attraction to members, primarily 
because of Henry. When any vote was called to 
agree the minutes of the previous meeting, the 
Chairman would ask if all were in favour, which all 
were, with one exception of course, any against 
and up would shoot Henry’s hand as a matter of 
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principal despite the fact that he had written the 
minutes in the first place.

A great administrator and organiser, a rigorous 
list keeper of those members who wished to 
attend a function, names were called out in turn 
which gave some of the branch comedians an 
opportunity to have a laugh at Henry’s expense, 
incur his wrath or to try to confuse his system- all 
failed dismally. That is except on one occasion 
which those present will not forget. Henry was 
taking names for those wishing to attend the 
Canterbury Reunion and when their names were 
called out from the inevitable list members had 
to indicted how many tickets they wanted and 
their choice for lunch, either Lasagne or Curry. 
All was going well until in came to the late and 
much missed Kenny Vine’s name was called out 
,he asked for one ticket when asked by Henry 
whether he wanted Lasagne of Curry, Kenny 
replied a bit of both please. Whereupon the whole 
meeting erupted in gales of laughter including 
Henry.

Henry was a remarkable man in many ways, 
fiercely protective of both his personal and also 
his regimental family, association and branch. 
Utterly loyal, respected by all who knew him, man 
who will be much missed and quite irreplaceable.

LESLIE CROUCH: 

Les, served with 4th Bn RWK 
(TA) and was one of the few 

remaining survivors of the Battle of 
Kohima aged 96. For many years 
Les supported the Association in 
particular Sittingbourne Branch. A 
quite gentleman who will be missed 
by all who knew him.

ALFRED (ALF) CECIL WALTER BAKER:

Alf passed away just 
before Christmas 2014 

aged 90. Serving in the Royal 
Navy during the last war he 
took part in several Artic 
Convoys to Russia. Over the 

years he received many awards and medals from 
the Russian Government in grateful appreciation. 

A long standing member of Canterbury Branch 
for many years he attended the ‘Turning of the 
Page’ every Monday and on special occasions to 
ring the bell of HMS Canterbury to mark the start 
of the ceremony. Tradition demands that, apart 
from the vergers, only a retired ex Royal Navy 
sailor can ring the bell.

Only the last few months, when he was 
hospitalised, did Alf not attend, he even attended 
on the morning of his son’s funeral. 

Always popular especially with his fellow Branch 
members and the staff of Canterbury Cathedral 
who on his last birthday turned up and sang 
‘Happy Birthday before he rang the bell.

It was privilege to have know him.

FRANK RIXON BEM:
1921- 2014

Frank joined the Queen’s Own as a Band Boy 
in 1936, aged 15 retiring from the Army in 

1954. In his long career he served in India, Malta, 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt and in Korea from 1952 to 
54. He was , until recently, Overseas Secretary 
of the George Cross Island Association. He 
suffered a stroke in 2013 but recovered enough to 
finish his book, ‘Just being Frank’. Frank passed 
away peacefully on 4th September just before his 
93rd birthday.

MAURICE LOWE:

1934-2014

Served in ‘A’ Coy, 1st Bn QORWK as a Dog 
Handler in Malaya. After discharge Maurice 

joined the TA for 6 years. Thereafter he joined 
the South African Police Service.

CHARLES WILLIAM PAGE: 

Charles, who served with the QORWK Regt, 
was captured at Dunkirk and spent the next 

5 years as a POW.  He died on 4th April 2014 
aged 93.
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BRYAN DUDMAN: 

Bryan’s passing was a great 
shock to all who knew him 

and of course  a devastating blow 
to his family. Bryan’s link with the 
regiment goes back a long way 
his Grandfather Richard O’Clee 
served in The Buffs in WW1 as 
did Richard’s two brothers and 
Bryan’s great uncles Charles 

and  Frank O’Clee. In the engagement at Berlin 
Wood, 141 Buffs paid the supreme sacrifice, 134, 
including Charles O’Clee have no know grave. 
Frank died in India in 1916 and Grandfather 
Richard was badly wounded in April 1915 and 
subsequently discharged in 1916. No one could 
have asked more from that family.

In early 1958 Bryan joined 1 Buffs on call up for 
National Service and after basic training, in May,  
joined the 1st Battalion at Singapore Lines in 
Aden. Bryan, following on from his service as a 
drummer in the Boys Brigade became a drummer 
under drum Major Symonds and apart from a 
drummers’ usual daily duties was on parade for 
the Duke of Gloucester’s visit to the battalion and 
also the Trooping of the Colour in January 1959. 
This Trooping was an historic event as this was 
the last time in the long history of the regiment 
that The Buffs Royal East Kent Regiment were to 
Troop the Colours. 

The following month, February 1959, the battalion 
set sail for home on board SS Dilwara after a 
very successful tour in the Colony of Aden and 
the Western Aden Protectorate.

After a short disembarkation leave, Bryan with 
the Battalion left the UK once more for Dortmund 
in Western Germany as part of the British Army 
of The Rhine. Bryan was discharged, at the end 
of his National Service in January 1960.

It was not until November 2003 that Bryan 
established contact with the Regimental 
Association. Hearing that there was to be a 
parade on Remembrance Day of that year 
starting from Longport Car Park, Bryan decided 
to pop along to see what was happening. There 
he saw Lenny Holman and Sammy Supple or 
maybe he heard Sammy first and recognised the 

voice. Anyway from then on he was one of us and 
joined Canterbury Branch. 

Bryan was always immaculately smart, ramrod 
straight and a credit to the Association, 
Canterbury Branch and the Denmark Branch 
whose Standard he carried with so much pride. 
His support and work for Canterbury Branch was 
an example to us all and he will be sorely missed. 

CHARLES OLIVER: 

1933 - 2014

After service in The Buffs, of which he was 
immensely proud, Charles was a passionate 

and successful dairy farmer in the Weald.  A 
volunteer guide at Canterbury Cathedral of which 
he became a supreme ambassador. Charles, 
when in duty, could invariable be found ‘standing 
guard’ at the Warriors’ Chapel where he would 
enthrall an attentive audience with the history, 
traditions and some of the dramatic exploits of 
The Buffs.

Charles took a keen interest in church and 
local affairs and was  chairman or member of 
several committees. Charles was a true English 
gentleman of great charm with a delightful and 
irrepressible sense of humour.

Charles, a devoted family man, is survived by his 
widow Jane, his daughter Hattie and his black 
labrador, Hazy.

PETER ALAN GRANT:

Alan as he was always known, passed away 
in January 2015, he served with The Buffs 

between 1942 and 1947 and in 1944 he became 
a member of 141 Regt RAC (The Buffs) and came 
ashore a few days after ‘D’ Day itself. He crewed 
a Churchill (Flame Thrower) Crocodile tank but, a 
few days after landing, the remainder of his crew 
were killed and he was badly wounded. 

After the war, he and his wife Winnie, who nursed 
during the war, spent their working life looking 
after others, including working in Dr Barnardo’s 
homes. They worked well into their 70’s and were 
devoted to each other.   
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Winnie died just over two years ago so, although 
we’ll miss him, Alan is now reunited with the 
love of his life and his soul mate.  To quote  the 
words of John Waite, husband of Alan’s grand 
daughter, “Alan Grant was a lovely man and a 
total gentleman he had a quiet and dignified send 
off, as he would have wanted. We all very much 
appreciated the wreath you sent and the poignant 
words on the card. I’m sure Alan would have very 
much appreciated it too.”

SUSAN J DODSON: 

It is sad to report the death of 
Sue Dodson widow of Lt Col 

Ken Dodson RWK. Sue was a 
true daughter and wife of the 
Regiment and always proud to 
wear her inherited regimental 
brooch.

Her father Lt Col W V Palmer 
commanded 2 RWK before and during the 
war. She was always so vivacious witty and 
hospitable and relaxed happily and equally with 
all ranks from General to Private soldier. She will 
be greatly missed at Regimental reunions and by 
all who knew her.”

JANE LINDEN CRITCHLEY:

Jane, wife of Lt. Col Philip 
Critchley, passed away 

on 12th October 2014. 
A great supporter of the 
Regimental Association  
very rarely missing any of 
the Association events.

BILL HARRISON:

1913-2014

One of the few surviving 
members of that unique 

band of Buffs, 141 Regt RAC 
(The Buffs), Bill passed away 
in late 2014.

To celebrate his 100th birthday Bill ‘Turned the 
Page’  in early 2014

All who knew Bill respected and liked him 
enormously, a gallant soldier and a gentleman.

FRED LANGWORTHY:

An ex REME Associate member of 
Sittingbourne Branch, past Chairman of 

Sittingbourne & Milton Regis Royal British Legion.

DOROTHY CLARK: 

Dorothy was the widow of Drum Major Windsor 
Clark and always accompanied Windsor to 

the regimental reunions.

MARIE BAKER:

The widow of Len Baker, ex RWK, who was 
captured at Dunkirk. Marie was universally 

known as a very kind and generous person.

EDDIE MITCHELL:

Eddie enlisted in The Buffs in 1946 as national 
service and passed away on Friday 13th 

February 2015.

HARRY FRIGHT:

An ex member of the  KRR, Harry was an 
Associate member of Sittingbourne Branch 

for many years

DERIC KING:

Deric passed away on Boxing Day 2014, he 
served in the RASC towards the end of the 

last war and held the Defence Medal. A long 
standing member of Ramsgate Branch and for 
several years Branch Welfare Officer, he had for 
a long time suffered from very limited mobility but 
until fairly recently did not allow that to prevent 
him visiting the Branch members who were 
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incapacitated. A stalwart member who will be 
missed very much.

ROY WATKINS: 

The last Bandmaster of 1st Bn. RWK has passed 
away aged 95.

DEREK (BILL) MANNERING:

1927-2015

Bill will be remembered by 
many who served in The 

Buffs,. Company Sergeant Major 
at the Depot for several years 
he played a significant part for 
many of us in the transition from 
civilian to soldier.

We have been advised of the death of the 
following: -

TONY WILCOCK:

MR CHANDLER: 

COLONEL SANDY ALEXANDER:

RON BRENT:

1918-2014

JACK BETHUNE:

PETER MORLEY- JACOB:

1934 -2014

ERIC NOEL BAKER:

1926-2014

ANDY PINKERTON:

Andy, together with his brother Douglas,was a 
member of the band of 1 Buffs, Queen’s Own 
Buffs and 2nd Queen’s and passed away last 
year.

ROBERT PINDER: 

Son of Bill Pinder a past Chairman of London 
Buffs, has passed away suddenly.

MR PETER CLAYTON:

Peter who served in the Queen’s Own Buffs and 
a member of Ramsgate Branch. 

ARTHUR RICHARD CAYFORD: 

Arthur, aged 98 , a former member of the 62 Club 
and 5 RWK (TA) has passed away.

ROY MEAD: 

Ex RWK and a member of Colchester Branch 
passed away on Wednesday 4th June

MAJOR ROBIN STRATFORD TUKE:

CAPTAIN ALLEN PEASE:

BRUCE BISHOP:
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FROM THE WEB SITE
Message from The Editor: Welcome to the new 
website of the Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal 
Kent Regiment, Regimental Association. Those 
of you who use the message board/forum on the 
website will have been aware that it was hacked 
a few months ago and the site was inundated 
with spam from the continent. The website was 
rebuilt in its original format three times and each 
time was hacked. In order to protect the security 
of your email addresses when using the forum a 
completely new web site has now been built and 
is up and running. The Message Board is very 
popular indeed and has played a great part in 
keeping old comrades in touch and indeed finding 
quite a few ‘lost’ ones to boot. There is still a lot of 
work to do in particular on this message board to 
ensure the future security of your email addresses. 
Many thanks for your patience,

Peter White.

Subject: Sgt Bill Histed

(Message viewed on the forum 37 times)

Could anyone advise about Bill Histed, stationed 
at Wuppertal and Aden? Bill was a Sgt at the time.  
Thank you

Ex. Sgt. Patrick Speaight

Email:  patrickspeaight@hotmail.co.uk

Reply from Peter White.

Re: Sgt Bill Histed

Patrick,

Regret to say that Bill ‘Pop’ Histed passed on 
several years ago.

Subject: 18858 Pte. James Love 

7th Buffs-1916

POW 1st WW

(Message viewed on the forum 36 times)

I am currently researching my grandfather, James 
Edward Love.

He was in 7th Battalion The Buffs in 1916. From 
what I understand (given the dates) he was possibly 
involved in the Battle at Ancre and captured.

I have his POW record but unable to decipher the 
POW camp he was taken to. Can anyone help 
please?

Love James 18858 Pte, 7th Buffs A Grandcourt 
18-11-16....now comes the part I cannot decipher

It possibly reads ?Gewahrschuss 1K ?Eilenbegen 
/Krglez Bay 6 Cambrai

Does this mean anything to anyone? We believed 
he was held POW in Poland,

Ingrid Bayles

Email: ingridbayles@hotmail.com 

Subject: Colin Arthur Beaumont

(Message viewed on the forum 29 times)

Hi there,

I was wondering if anybody could help me I am 
trying to find out my granddad’s service number 
or any recollection of him as I and my family are 
trying to piece together his army years. As we 
have no medals or discharge papers to work 
from. All he told my dad was that he was in the 
Buffs 6th (Home Defence) Battalion stationed at 
Folkestone, This is also where he met and married 
my Nan as she was based there as well. He later 
went on to Africa and then to Burma I am led to 
believe. His name was Colin Arthur Beaumont and 
my Nan’s name was Joan Violet Powell they got 
married in Folkestone in 1946 both were originally 
from Hendon, Oxfordshire. they both sadly passed 
away 17 years ago in the space of 7 minutes apart.

If anybody has any info please feel free to contact 
me. Hopefully someone might remember him or 
them

Yours sincerely

Daniel Beaumont

Email: danny.beaumont@hotmail.co.uk
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3 inch mortars in Aden 1958/59

(Message viewed on the forum 57 times)

I was in the advance party that went to Aden in 
1958

I was in D company(3 inch mortars) based at first 
at Little Aden.

I have lived in Australia for the past 46 years and 
have never been back to the UK. If there is anyone 
reading the Journal who knows me please email 
me. 

Bill Jolley

Jolleyw72@hotmail.com

Reply from Patrick Speaight: 

Re: 3 inch mortars in Aden 1958/59

I was in the machine gun platoon, based in the 
Shell refinery, Little Aden and with you up the 
Turkish Road. Now living in Northamptonshire. Do 
reply, are you in contact with any one else? 

Regards Patrick 

Email  patrickspeaight@hotmail.co.uk

Reply from Kevin Fisher: 

Re: 3 inch mortars in Aden 1958/59]

Hi chaps, did anyone know my dad, he was out 
in aden 58/59 with 1 Buffs, his name was Dennis 
Fisher, I remember seeing some pictures of him, 
with some wombats.

Regards

Kevin Fisher

Email  sydneysmith386@gmail.com 

Subject: John Albert Cottingham

(Message viewed on the forum 23 times)

My ancestor John Albert Cottingham served with 
the 6th Battalion The Buffs - East Kent Regiment.

He was killed in action on May 3rd 1917 aged 20.

I would love to find a picture of him with his 
regiment and in his uniform, I have a picture of 
him when he was at school aged 13 years.

If anyone could help me or shed some light on this 
subject I would be most grateful indeed.

Simon Cottingham

Email: simonpaul@live.co.uk

Subject: MMG Platoon, 1 Buffs 1954 to 1960

(Message viewed on the forum 25 times)

Can anyone who served in the above platoon 
contact me please.

Patrick Speaight

Email: patrickspeaight@hotmail.co.uk

Reply from Pat Simmons

Hi Patrick,

You may not remember me, I was with MMG 
Platoon late 1955 until about August 1957, I  was a 
L/Cpl driver, hope you are keeping well,

Regards Pat

Email: cecilsimmons69@yahoo.com

Subject: Queen’s Own Buffs website

(Message viewed on the forum 57 times) 

Hi

I am a retired man now living in Cyprus and 
spending my time researching and writing 
regimental history. I have spent the last few months 
on the Buffs, a regiment I have some attachment 
to as I served in the Home Counties Brigade in 
1963 (Queens Surreys actually) You can see the 
fruits of my labours at

http://www.britishempire.co.uk/forces/armyunits/
britishinfantry/buffs.htm

If anyone has any information that wold be useful 
for the site please contact me.

Charles Griffin

Email: cwlgriffin@gmail.com
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NOTICE BOARD
NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following who have now 
joined the Regimental Association.

Mr. T. Hilligsoe REME 59-64

Mr.R Palmer  2 Queens 74-85

Captain P Legg   5 Queens(V) 75-80

Mr. H. Thomas MBE Queen’s/PWRR  72-89

CANTERBURY BRANCH  
ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE

The annual carol concert will be held in the 
Franciscan Study Centre on Sunday 6th  December 
at 2 pm.

All Association members are very welcome.

ALBUHERA NOTELETS

There are Albuhera Notelets still available- order 
form enclosed.

MILITARY MUSIC OF THE HOME 
COUNTIES REGIMENTS

The Regimental Association recently paid for the 
production of a compact disc  by the Band of the 

PWRR which includes forebear regimental marches 
and other popular items, titled Military Music Of The 
Home Counties Regiments .

The CD is now on sale at a price of £6.00 for a 
single copy and £5 each for orders of 2 or more.

To purchase please use the enclosed Order Form 
and send to: Major Alan Marchant, 9, Payton 
Mews, Canterbury CT11JW. Tel: 01227 458264 

or email: alan.a.marchant@sky.com.

Cheques should be made out to  PWRR Benevolent 
Fund (QOB (1) A/c 

ASSOCIATION TRIP TO THE 
SOMME 

20th - 22nd May 2016

It is proposed to organise an Association trip to The 
Somme staying for two nights - Pick up points will be 

as usual from Tonbridge, Maidstone, Sittingbourne, 
Herne Bay, Margate, Ramsgate, Sturry, Canterbury 
and Dover.

The subsidised cost of the trip will be £155 per 
person for Association Members and their wives, 
partners or carers and £200 per person for Non 
Association members.

The price includes return coach travel from 
your selected pick up point, Ferry costs, Bed & 
Breakfast Hotel accommodation in the Campanile 
Amiens Centre Gare Hotel in Amiens. If you are 
interested then please complete the enclosed 
Booking Form’,

REGIMENTAL REUNIONS 2015 
CANTERBURY REUNION 

2nd August 2015
&

MAIDSTONE REUNION  
20th September 2015

A copy of the Administrative Order with timings is 
published within the Journal and an application 

form for Lunch Tickets for both reunions is enclosed.

Please support these two very important 
Association events if you possibly can, we can 
only keep them going if sufficient support is 
forthcoming, 

LONDON BUFFS BRANCH

 SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
TOWER OF LONDON

Sunday 6th September 2015
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This parade and annual Service of Remembrance, 
organised by the London (Buffs) Branch of the 
Regimental Association will be held on Sunday 
6th September 2015. The parade will assemble at 
the East Gate of Tower of London at 10.15 hrs. 

Should you wish to attend the service then please 
contact the secretary of London Branch, Mrs. 
Betty Correa, 34 Homer Road, Shirley, Croydon, 
Surrey CR0 7SB.  Tel No. 0208 655 3040  
Email jcorrea@talk 21.com 

QUEENS OWN BUFFS / PWRR 
REGIMENTAL CRICKET TENT

The tent will be open for the 4 day LV County 
Championship game against Northamptonshire 

CC Tue 4 Aug - Fri 7 Aug.

On the 4th, 5th & 6th August there will be a full 
catering service of coffee on arrival, luncheon and 
afternoon tea.  On Friday 7th August there will be  
no formal catering and those who wish to use the 
tent are encouraged to bring a picnic.

Hours of play  
Tuesday 4th August
1200 hrs - 1930 hrs

Wednesday 5th, Thursday 6th & Friday 7th
1100 hrs - 1830 hrs

The daily cost for Regimental tent members and 
one guest ( annual subscription £20)  is £60 which 
includes the £10 ground entrance fee (£15 on the 
day). For those who are not members the cost of 
the full package is £70.

All Regimental Association members are very 
welcome to use the facilities of the tent as per 
above. In addition on day 3 (Thursday 6th Aug) 
there will be 10 FREE tickets available for members 
which provides access to the ground, use of the 
tent (cash bar)  and afternoon tea. Tickets on 
application from:

Colonel Peter Cook DL 
1 Chantry Place 

Marden, Kent, TN12 9HL
Email: peteranddeirdrecook@hotmail.co.uk 

or The Association Secretary.

The Buffs, Queen’s Own,  
Queen’s Own Buffs and  

2nd Queen’s 
Annual Officers Lunch.

UNION JACK CLUB, SANDELL STREET
WATERLOO

WEDNESDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2015 

The lunch will be held in the Gascoigne Room at 
the Union Jack Club on Wednesday 14th October 
at 12 noon for 1 pm.

The menu will be:-

Classic Smoked Salmon with Capers and Lemon

Rump of Lamb on Swede Purée, Chantenay 
Carrots and Rosemary Roast Baby Potatoes.

Strawberry Mille Feuille

Tea/Coffee and Mints

Red & White wine

Port  
(A vegetarian option for Starter and Main Course 

will be available-please indicate any such 
requirement on the attached form)

The cost of the lunch will be £40 per person and 
tickets can be obtained by completing the form 

enclosed within the Journal and sent to: -

Major (Retd) P. R. White MM. 
The Queen’s Own Buffs Regimental Association 

Secretary
The Marlowe Innovation Centre 

Marlowe Way,  Ramsgate CT12 6FA

Email: qobassociation@gmail.com

Tel: 01843 598615   Mobile: 07522914562

ROYAL ENGINEERS MUSEUM-
CHATHAM - 2015 LECTURES

With reference to the programme given in the 
March issue of RBL County News the talk 

that was to be given on 25 June will now take place 
on Thursday 4 June at 1900hrs. The speaker 
remains Professor Michael Clarke (Director 
General of Royal United Services Institute) who 



80

will be speaking on Waterloo: The People Who 
Made the Strategy Work.

The human experience of historic battles is easily 
overlooked and is difficult to imagine for those of 
later generations who live in a different time and 
culture. Literature is as important a source of 
understanding as formal histories when it comes 
to understanding the human experience of a 
battle 200 years ago. This lecture discusses the 
main phases of the Battle of Waterloo through the 
human endeavours that each phase demanded. 
As in sport, battles frequently turn on the tiny 
margins of performance between one group and 
another that determine the difference between 
victory and defeat.

£5.00 per ticket includes refreshments.   
Call 01634 822312 to book.

OPERATION DYNAMO 
ANNIVERSARY

The 75th Anniversary of the Dunkirk Evacuation 
(Operation Dynamo) will be celebrated in 

Ramsgate during 23rd-25th May with many ships 
re-enacting the Channel crossing on 21st May.  
This will be preceded with a parade and service 
on Wednesday 20th May.

The Church Service will be held at 11am in a huge 
marquee on the Commercial Quay at Ramsgate 
Royal Harbour for an 11.30am start and the 
Parade will start at approximately 12.20pm.  In 
the afternoon, at about 2.30pm, there will be a 
VIP Inspection of the Dunkirk Little Ships with 
hopefully a flypast of a Spitfire and a Hurricane.  
All personnel who are on parade will be offered 
some light refreshments at approximately 1.30pm.  
There will be parking available reasonably nearby 
including a coach park.

For anyone who wishes to attend the Church 
Service and Parade.  Anyone who attends the 
Service should be marching in the parade as 
otherwise seats will be allocated to someone who 
is not local which, say the organisers, is not quite 
the point of this particular event.  A Registration 
Form can be obtained from the event organiser at 
sutton.angela@gmail.com.

There will also be a free family weekend 23rd 
-25th May with lots of re-enactors, trade stands, 

traditional funfair, 1940s tea dances and of course 
the Operation Dynamo Museum.  On the Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings there will be 1940s 
Big Band Open Air Concerts on Government Acre 
in Ramsgate and any profit from these evening will 
help pay for the event itself.

All the tickets free and otherwise can be booked 
through the website for people to attend the 
various events. Tickets for the tea dances and 
the Big Band Nights will also be on sale through 
the website at www.operationdynamo75th.co.uk 
or through the Visitor Information Centres at 
Ramsgate and at Margate.

UNVEILING OF THE BUFFS STATUE:
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

11th September 2015.

The statue to The Buffs will be unveiled in the 
precincts of Canterbury Cathedral on 11th 

September 2015. Please note that the Cathedral 
will be closed to the general public on that day and 
entrance to the ceremony will be by  named and 
numbered ticket only. These tickets are also valid 
for the reception.

There is an application form enclosed should you 
wish to attend. The number of tickets available is 
limited so it will be first come first served so, to 
avoid disappointment, do not delay in applying.

STOP PRESS
QORWK STATUETTE

The long awaited QORWK statuette is in the final 
stage of production and are available at £150. 
Should you wish to purchase one then please 
ccomplete the enclosed order form.

 For those of you that have already made a donation 
to the QORWK statue fund then all you have to do 
is to send the balance to make the donation up to 
£150 and one of these unique statuettes will be on 
its way to you.

THE BUFFS STATUETTE

These are still available at £150, if you wish to order 
one pleas complete the enclosed application form.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2015-2016
2015

Date: Event  Sponsor/Contact/Information

May 2015
16th May   Canterbury Branch Albuhera Dinner Canterbury Branch Secretary
16th May Colchester Branch Albuhera Dinner Colchester Branch Secretary
23-25th May  Operation Dynamo commemorations, Ramsgate See Notice Board
30th May   Major General’s Review-Trooping of the Colour  Branch arrangements
30th May  Maidstone Branch visit to  Walmer Castle Maidstone Branch 

June 2015
27th June   Grand Reunion PWRR, Store Park, Guildford RHQ/PWRR

July 2015
4th July  Colchester Branch BBQ Colchester Branch Secretary
5th/6th July Weald Branch trip to Bletchley Park Weald Branch Secretary
18th/19th July Sittingbourne Branch trip to Ypres Sittibgbourne Branch Secretary

August 2015
2nd August   Canterbury Reunion Association Secretary
4th-7th August Regimental Cricket Tent Association Secretary

September 2015
6th September    London Buffs Tower of London Parade Betty Correa, London Buffs
11th September    Unveiling of The Buffs statue  Association Secretary
20th September  Maidstone Reunion  Association Secretary

October 2015 
14th October   Officers’ Lunch- Union Jack Club  Association Secretary 

November 2015
8th November Remembrance Sunday  Branch arrangements
11th November  Special Turning of the Page Ceremony Canterbury Branch Secretary

December 2015
5th December  Colchester Branch  Christmas party  Colchester Branch Secretary  
6th December    Canterbury Branch Carol Concert Canterbury Branch Secretary

2016
February 2016

27th February    Association Annual General Meeting  Association Secretary

May 2016
20th - 22nd May   Association Trip to The Somme  Association Secretary
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