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LT. COLONEL E L C EDLMANN OBE MC
28th April 1914 - 28th April 2012

Lt. Colonel Edlmann OBE MC was the last ‘Full Term’ Commanding Officer of 1st 
Battalion The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
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THE PRESIDENT’S  JOTTINGS

I am trying to keep these short to make room for 
what I am sure will be a cracking good editorial. 

I should remind you that Major Peter White has 
now been our superb editor since 2001 in which 
time he has produced 24 Journals all of which 
have been excellent and widely read. On behalf of 
all readers I thank him warmly.

This last year has once again been busy; wrong 
very busy. The Government decided to withdraw 
funding for a Forbear Secretary at RHQ PWRR 
which left us to select a replacement for whom we 
now have to pay. The highly efficient and energetic 
Major Dennis Bradley BEM has looked after our 
affairs for 13 years besides those of The Middlesex 
Regiment and to a lesser extent those of The 
Queen’s Surreys and The Royal Sussex too. He 
has produced year on year carefully orchestrated 
and happy, well attended reunions at Canterbury 
and Maidstone, besides giving enormous help 
to Branches, servicing our AGMs and a myriad 
of other activities too. As a concession RHQ has 
permitted him to organize one event annually and 
I have chosen The Maidstone 2013 Reunion on 
Sunday  15th September at which Peter Birkett’s 
wonderful statue will be unveiled of which more 
follows.

We owe Dennis a lot and from the response of 
Branches this is universally endorsed. Thank you 
Dennis. You may wish to know that he remains at 
RHQ but deployed to other duties for PWRR.

In his place your Committee of Management 
selected Major Peter White MM to take over as 
our Secretary but on a part time basis, although by 
his energy you would hardly believe this. Welcome 
on board Peter.

Time marches on all too rapido. Recently I 
attended the final Officers’ Annual Luncheon of 
The Queen’s Own, this year with 46 attending, 
again well organised by Major John Norton 
and nicely done by the UJC. From now on their 
diminishing numbers will join The Queen’s Own 
Buffs Annual Lunch, this year on Wednesday 
9th October, again at The UJC. Contact Captain 
Micky Gwilliam. 

Many will remember the very successful all ranks 
lunch to commemorate the 440th Anniversary of 
the raising of The Buffs in 1572 and I believe in 
the next few years we could well repeat such a 
luncheon at The UJC, Outbreak of The Great War, 
Queen’s Own 260 or whatever? - your ideas?’

As I have already mentioned the Maidstone 
Reunion this year will incorporate the unveiling 
of a statue to celebrate The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment and its close ties with the 
Borough. 

 It will stand sentinel in the forecourt of Maidstone 
Museum, hopefully for a hundred years. The 
Committee had to decide whether the statue 
should depict the 50th in 1756, the Peninsula 
Wars, The Crimea or moving on, The Great War 
or the 2nd World War in all of which “The Dirty 
Half Hundred’ greatly distinguished themselves. 
Instead I chose the uniform worn by the Regiment 
in Malaya during their arduous three year tour 
(1951-54) during which they once again were 
superbly successful but sadly at the cost of 28 
killed.  Peter Birkett’s excellent and interesting 
article in the Journal describes the sculpting and 
the bronzing. To him I am much indebted.

Now to pay for it! We have had a good response 
from our appeal but these things do not come with 
a packet of cornflakes! I am particularly gratified 
that so many old Buffs have given which not only 
shows a great rapport between our two old rivals 
but which also encourages us further to find an 
acceptable and secure site in Canterbury for a 
statue to commemorate The Buffs, hopefully within 
the next two years. The enclosed leaflet invites 
readers to donate for the Maidstone statue; even 
£10 or £20 will make all the difference, particularly 
with Gift Aid added; so I hope for a further great 
response.

Now I will defer to our Editor! Go to it, Peter.
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EDITOR’S PAGE

At last, the Journal has been distributed. 
Hooray. As you know it was decided to delay 

publication until after the AGM so that the minutes 
of that important meeting could be included. In 
2014 the AGM will be held on 22nd February so 
that in future The Journal will be distributed in April 
of each year.  No, you had not been forgotten and 
your patience is much appreciated- I hope it has 
been worth the wait!

You will all have received an interim one page 
Newsletter together with details of the reunions and 
the statue appeal of which there is considerable 
mention in this issue. 

As explained in that earlier Newsletter, it has 
long been the intention of the Committee of 
Management to negotiate with both Canterbury 
City Council and Maidstone Borough Council for 
the erection of two statues, commemorating The 
Buffs and The Queen’s Own respectively. 

The opinion of the Committee of Management 
members, an opinion which, I am sure is shared 
by many of you, was that before the demise of the 
Association at some time in the future, steps should 
be taken to ensure that the names of The Buffs 
and Queen’s Own, and their sacrifices made over 
the centuries, should be suitably commemorated 
publicly and in perpetuity.

This was suggested to Maidstone Borough 
Council who immediately supported the proposal 
and made space available in the courtyard of 
Maidstone Museum. Consequently it was decided 
to strike whilst the iron was hot and concentrate 
on the provision of that statue first. A detailed 
description of how the statue has been sculptured 
and cast etc has been written by the sculptor, 
Peter Birkett, and is included in this issue.

It was felt important that members of the 
Association should be given the opportunity to 
contribute towards the project. 

However, of the 1300 statue leaflets sent out to 
Association members only some 160 members 
have so far responded. Despite the disappointing 
number of responses to date, the amount raised 
now stands at just over £7,000 so there is still a 
some way to go yet.

We are not asking members for large amounts 
just anything that they can reasonably afford, a 
few pounds maybe but every little helps especially  
if the donation is gift-aided. 

The names of those who donate will be recorded, 
but not the amount of their donation. It is the 
fact that they have donated and thereby taken 
ownership of these two regimental memorials that 
is the important factor.

If you wish to donate in memory of someone then 
all you have to do is to send a note with details 
with your donation and a suitable message will be 
included in a Book of Remembrance which will be 
held in Maidstone Museum.

Enough said, there is a statue leaflet and donation 
form enclosed in this issue-the rest is now up to 
you.

You will, no doubt have heard, that Howe 
Barracks will most likely be disposed of by the 
MOD within the next couple of years. The future 
of Leros Barracks however seems secure at least 
for the immediate future which is great news for 
our Canterbury Reunion. Talking of reunions, do 
attend if you possibly can-without your support 
future reunions, in the current format, could be in 
jeopardy.

Finally I must raise the question of obituaries. 
Sadly as the years go by the ‘Last Post’ feature 
gets longer and longer. The stage has now 
been reached when I have to ask that, if you do 
submit an obituary for publication they are only 
of a maximum of 350 words. Longer obituaries 
of significant regimental historical interest will be 
published either in the Journal or on the Web Site. 
www.thequeensownbuffs.com.

Take care - I am looking forward to seeing you at 
the Canterbury or Maidstone  Reunion, hopefully 
both!!

The Editor

54 South Eastern Road, Ramsgate CT11 9QE  
Email: qobassociation@gmail.com 
Tel 0843 580914 
Skype: peterw81863
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BRANCH NEWS
RAMSGATE BRANCH

SECRETARY: M. F. Milham. 185 Bradstow Way 
Broadstairs, Kent. CT10 1AX

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Club 
Allenby House, 14/16 Cliff Street, Ramsgate

MEETING: 3rd Friday in the month, 19.45 hrs.

Nobody likes to start their report off with the news 
of another loss within their branch, but I am afraid 
that once again is my lot. We lost Barry Clark 
(ex Buffs) during the late summer months, our 
members turned out to give him a good send off. 
The busiest man in the branch would seem to be 
our Welfare Officer, Bryan Hazard, dealing with 
our ever-expanding sick list. We need to mention 
Pete Hayward who has had long spells in a London 
hospital, Buggsy and Brenda Wharram who have 
both been fighting long battles, Graham Thomas 
who also has a long term fight on his hands. Both 
brothers Harry and Deric King have their problems, 
though not the same problem and of course Harry 
Pearse, who is getting on a bit now. When I hear 
Bryan’s welfare report each month, I wonder how 
Deric King managed to do the rounds, especially 
on those two sticks.

Brother Harry King has finally handed over the 
duties of Treasurer, after doing the job for 21 years, 
the man taking over is Bob (Peanut) Perry, I’m told 
he is quite good at the job having been a member 
of ‘the mafia’ whilst serving with 5 Queens and 
QOB. Another office within the branch, which 
has a new occupant, is that of President, Peter 
White was gracious enough to accept the branch’s 
invitation when it was offered.

The Canterbury reunion was well attended and 
during proceedings Harry King and Alan Buddle 
were presented with the Association Meritorious 
Service Certificate, both of which were richly 
earned. Other events well attended were The 
Tower of London Parade, the London Lunch and 
the visit to Latham’s grave. The branch wishes to 
thank those who organised all of these events, 
well done.

Saturday 27th October, just a few days short of 
Halloween and strange things were happening 
around the Isle of Thanet. Margaret Bishop was 
seeing things, well that was according to Col Peter 

and Dennis Bradley’s Satnav would not talk to him, 
so he resorted to the old method of navigation, 
he got out and asked directions. What was the 
problem? Rain, sleet, snow and hailstones, all at 
the same time, just as we were assembling for our 
annual dinner and dance. Those of us already at 
North Foreland could only stand and stare as our 
guests arrived shaking off all that Thanet could 
offer. However it seemed all had a good evening 
and we look forward to the next time, I wonder 
what that can greet us with?

Following Christmas and New Year the Branch, 
like the Association generally went into ‘quiet time’ 
to gather strength for the forthcoming busy year 
starting off with the AGM. 

The branch members send their best wishes to 
all members of the Association wherever you may 
be.

See you at the reunions.

MM

 SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH.

SECRETARY : Major Richard Cast, 55 Longridge 
Sittingbourne Kent ME10 4LN

MEETING PLACE: The Ypres Tavern, West 
Street, Sittingbourne.

MEETING: 1st Tuesday in the month at 1930 
hours.

Greetings to all from the Sittingbourne Branch

We start this year’s report on a sad note our 
Chairman for many years George Dunk a former 
Buff, passed away in October, George who had 
been ill for some time had retired from his role as 
Chairman at the August Meeting, at his funeral on 
23rd October a large turnout of members formed 
the guard of honour to say their final goodbye to 
him. George will be missed for the Gentleman he 
was and good friend to all. We would like to thank 
all those members from other Branches of the 
association who attended on the day. 

Our Annual Dinner & Dance was held in February 
our guest of honour was our association secretary 
Major Dennis Bradley and his good Lady, a good 
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night Was had by all who attended, however it has 
been decided that in future years we shall only 
hold a Dinner and not the Dance.

Having already mentioned George stepping down 
from the chair, also this year our Secretary of many 
years Tony Chesson also decided it was time to 
step down, this has resulted in a few changes 
at the top, our Vice Chairman Jack Jarrett, took 
over as the Chairman and our Social Secretary 
Paul Fleming took on the duties of Vice Chairman 
with the Treasurer Richard Cast taking on the 
additional duties of Secretary and PRO. Earlier in 
the year we also saw Keith Hoult an ex Gunner 
who has proudly carried  our Branch Standard for 
over 10 years handover the role to Jim Pledger 
an ex Grenadier, Jim’s Dad was an ex Buff and 
member of the branch. These changes hopefully 
will see a sound future for the branch enabling us 
to continue on.

Membership this year has seen the joining of 
Keith Evans a former QOB and Queens and Mark 
Wells a former Queens, we also welcomed two 
new associate members both ex Royal Engineers 
Frank Haggarty and Stewart Kitching. 

Apart from attending the Canterbury and 
Maidstone Parades this year we as a branch 
have not carried out any other visits, however, we 
already have plans to resume our trip to Ypres in 
2013.

By the way did we mention that we again won the 
Darts Competition at the Association AGM this 
year? We are looking for some good competition 
again next year when perhaps we might have to 
hand over the trophy to another branch.

Finally all our Branch members would like to 
send all our fellow branches and members of The 
Regimental Association a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year

RCC

COLCHESTER BRANCH

SECRETARY: G. Arnot. 30 Cairns Road, 
Colchester, Essex, CO2 8UZ. Tel: 01206 520145

MEETING PLACE: Clovely, Great Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex C17 8PD

MEETING: 3rd Tuesday in the month at 14.00 hrs. 

 LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mrs. Betty Correa. 34 Homer 
Road, Shirley, Croydon, Surrey CR0 7SB.  
Tel No. 0208 655 3040.   
Email jcorrea@talk 21.com

MEETING PLACE: The Union Jack Club, Sandell 
Street London -Opposite Waterloo Station

MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 2 pm.

A warm welcome to all readers from the London 
Buffs.

Since our last entry to the journal it is with sadness 
that I inform you of the loss of Mrs Betty Pinder 
(Wife of Bill Pinder former branch secretary) Miss 
Karen Field (Daughter of the late Mr John Field) 
Lt Col Edlmann OBE MC and Mr Thomas George 
Clifton 

Condolences have been sent to each of the 
families from the London Buffs and all will be sadly 
missed.

Now to let you know what the London Buffs have 
been up to since last you heard.

On Wednesday 2nd May 2012 the London Buffs 
had the honour of turning the page in Canterbury 
Cathedral and we were well supported from other 
branches and members of the association.

May 16th-18th the London Buffs enjoyed the 
association trip to Amiens and seeing the grave 
of Captain Latham, 3rd Foot, The Buffs was very 
emotional along with seeing many other graves. 
The trip was very well organised and we look 
forward to the next association trip. 

On May 26th quite a few of the London Buffs 
attended the Jubillee Band Concert given by the 
Band of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment 
and what a great time we had .

At the branch AGM in March 2012 Charlie Apps 
was voted in and agreed to be the branch Social 
Officer and has been busy organising events and 
since March the branch has a day at Shepherd 
Neame Brewery in Faversham Kent samples of 
the beer left us on a high but great time had by all.

We also had a tour of The Kings Troop Royal 
Artillery, Woolwich, London another very 
interesting days outing.
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Charlie has many more outings in the pipe-line for 
2013. (All are welcome to join us)

The Canterbury reunion on Sunday 5th of August 
2012 was another enjoyable reunion especially for 
Joe and Betty Correa (Branch standard bearer/
branch secretary) who celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary and thanked those who 
helped celebrate their special day.

This year sees the 440th anniversary of the 
founding of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) 
at Greenwich on May 1st 1572 and to mark the 
occasion the London Buffs branch agreed that 
members of the association join in our annual 
service in the Tower of London and afterwards a 
celebratory lunch was held at the Union Jack Club 
Waterloo. London.

The feedback from this occasion was excellent 
and most rewarding for the hard work in organising 
the event mostly by Major John Barrell (Branch 
President) and Betty Correa (Branch Secretary) 

All the support given by all in attendance was very 
much appreciated. It was a really memorable day.

The Maidstone Reunion was a good day too well 
supported and the organised luncheon was very 
much appreciated by those in attendance.

On 13th October 2012 4 London Buffs members 
attended that last reunion of the 6th Bn. the 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent’s. It was a very 
enjoyable and emotional day and it is to believe 
to be the longest running Btn reunion from WW11. 
The day held many surprises too and will not be 
forgotten.

May I on behalf of the London Buffs Branch wish 
you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy 
New Year let us hope 2013 is good to us all.

Betty Correa

THE WEALD OF KENT BRANCH

SECRETARY: Capt Micky Gwilliam, 6 Fownes 
Street, Battersea, London SW11 2TJ

Tel: 020 7801 0316/ 07786 782041  email: micky.
gwilliam@gmail.com

MEETING PLACE: Royal British Legion Club, 26 
Priory Road, Tonbridge, Kent

MEETING: At 12 noon on the second Wednesday 
of every other month starting from May.

EXTRACTS FROM THE BRANCH AGM

The Secretary was apoplectic quite cross about 
the overindulgence of certain members (no 
names, no pack drill!) at the buffet in November, 
and warned members that he would be keeping 
an eye open. He further suggested that anyone 
approaching the buffet should only do so after 
depositing two shiny pounds with the Treasurer.

He suggested, and it was agreed, that at any 
future lunchtime meeting members should avail 
themselves of the excellent meals and snacks on 
sale from Picnic Penny over the bar. The Branch 
would not be subsidising buffets at future meetings.

The Chairman wished all a happy New Year, 
and welcomed everyone to the AGM. He noted 
that there were two new-ish members present, 
and asked them to reveal all (with regard to their 
military service, but no further)!

Keith Evans (Gurkha) ran through his service from 
1963 in Colchester, and all the way through until an 
honourable discharge. The story of how in Borneo 
Maj Ken Dodson unwittingly carried both of their 
7-day ration packs while he generously carried the 
socks and other unmentionables raised a number 
of chuckles, and a few thoughts in your secretary’s 
mind about …. but enough of that.

Keith Randle served with the RWK in the 50s 
but, while on his way to the 1st Bn in Lüneburg 
he was hijacked by the R Sussex in Minden, and 
subsequently went with them to Korea, which 
wasn’t a very nice place. Not even exciting.

The Chairman also welcomed Barry Crocker to 
the ranks of the terminally unemployed (which 
means of course that you do twice as much for 
no wages). He also noted that the passage of 
years had recently been marked by the Secretary, 
and rather more remarkably by Allen Pease who 
received a well-deserved round of applause. Ray 
Bamblett was also applauded, but whether for a 
birthday or some other reason the microphone 
failed to detect. But, well done all of us.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST AGM
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The Chairman, with the help of the assembly, 
noted that we had been in existence for six years. 
As a Branch, not individually. Many members have 
forgotten what six is. Or is that sex? He nimbly ran 
through the minutes of the last AGM held on the 
10th January 2012. Members raised no points and 
expressed themselves satisfied that the Chairman 
should sign them off as an accurate record.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer presented the accounts for the end 
of the year. Remarkably, taking in to account the 
activities we had carried out over the 12 months, 
the difference between last year and this was 
some £70.

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for having 
presented the accounts in a manner which even 
the Secretary could understand.

ELECTION OF BRANCH OFFICERS FOR 2013

The Chairman asked the Committee whether they 
would be prepared to stand for another year, and 
said he doubted not that John Fowler, had he 
been present, would have also agreed with the 
rest of the Committee to stand. There being no 
objections the present committee remained.

Chairman: Capt Hamlyn Whitty

Secretary: Capt Micky Gwilliam

Treasurer: Geoff Graves

Welfare: John Fowler

Standard Bearer: Barry Crocker

Member: Doug Adams

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

10. Flexing their newly invigorated muscles, the 
Chairman and Committee proposed that, with 
the range of events which were on the horizon 
(see below, overleaf, in the Journal, Blowing in 
the Wind©) the subscription should be raised to 
£10. This was agreed without demur. (Everyone 
agreed).

ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS

Malaya Statue

Peter Birkett has finished the statue which is to go 
in front of the Maidstone Museum, outshining the 
Gurkha statue and positively eclipsing the Royal 
Engineer statue in Brenchley Gardens. It will be 
bronzed in Tonbridge very soon. It was decided 
that the figure, which would represent the QORWK 
from 1881 to 1966 (when the last TA regiment lost 
its cap badge), would be in Malayan jungle kit. 
Malayan veterans had given their views on just 
how this was worn, with a resulting outstanding 
realism. Smell the durians!

The statue is to be unveiled on 15th September 
during this year’s Maidstone Reunion. The chosen 
unveiler is to be Gen Geoffrey Howlett who served 
in Malaya, supported by the Mayor of Maidstone 
(though not in Malaya). The statue is to be given 
in perpetuity to Maidstone. It is essential that as 
many Branch members as possible turn up to this 
special reunion.

There will soon be an appeal launched to pay for 
the statue, and the President asked that members 
are as generous as they can be. He will be holding 
his hat out (and singing leys and ballads) at the 
March meeting so bring cheque books and piggy 
banks.

The Canterbury reunion will continue to fall, as it 
ever has, on the first Sunday in August.

Tertre Memorial

The QORWK Living History Group is 
extraordinarily accurate at portraying, in the 
main, the Regiment in the Great War. They 
have liaised with the mayor of village of Tertre, 
Belgium, and are to erect a memorial near to 
where the Regiment’s first engagement took 
place on Sunday 23rd August 1914, at 8.20am. 
A Coy managed to hold off three regiment’s of 
the Brandenburg Grenadiers. How Contemptible!

This year there will be a local informal ceremony 
unveiling the memorial followed in 2014 by 
a more formal ceremony as part of the WW1 
centenary commemorations. The Group has 
asked for support and in principal this has been 
agreed However it may be that individuals will 
be asked to dip hands into pockets.
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It is planned to make a day trip on 23rd August this 
year to attend the local ceremony, perhaps with a 
more formal visit on 23rd August 2014 as part of the 
Great War, the War to end Wars, commemorations. 
More details will be forthcoming.

The Chairman spoke movingly of the dedication 
with which the President of the Association has 
carried out his role, and that he was certain (as 
are we all) that he will obtain the best terms for our 
Association under all circumstances. The Branch 
agreed with heartfelt applause.

He also mentioned how long they had known 
each other; an era before the direct knowledge 
of the Secretary (except when listening from the 
landing, after lights out, to the CO and the CO’s 
wife discussing subalterns).

Association AGM

This year the AGM will be on 6th April at the Paper 
Leisure Club in Sittingbourne. The Association 
President urged Branch members to attend, this 
year in particular, as there was so much to learn. 
He apologised in advance for banging on at such 
length.

Sparrow was unanimously elected Captain of 
the Branch Darts Team, a position he modestly 
accepted.

BRANCH EVENTS

Duxford

(Glory be)! It had been agreed at many previous 
meetings that this visit would be discussed at the 
AGM. 12 members expressed an interest, and 
it was agreed that a non-flying midweek visit in 
May would be best, with transport supplied, which 
Barry Crocker volunteered to organise. I

Portsmouth – 4th & 5th June

IaIn Robertson – Leo’s Travel – has booked 
accommodation at Botley Park Hotel and Spa, a 
4 star hostelry, which is about 15 miles from the 
city. The cost will be £89 per person, with a single 
supplement of £30, provided we achieve a group 
of 40-50. The price includes hotel, a three course 
meal, tea and coffee, breakfast and all transport.

 It has already been agreed that there will be a 
£20 subsidy for each member attending, and each 
may bring one wife, lover, paramour etc at the 
same subsidy, making a cost of £69 for travel and 
accommodation each

The proposal is that on the first day we visit the 
D Day museum in Southsea, which will take 
about 2 hours, and the Submarine Museum in 
Gosport. The D Day museum costs £4.50 and the 
Submarine Museum costs £8.00 (excluding crash 
diving), all per person.

On the second day we will visit the Historic 
Dockyard, with the Victory, the Mary Rose and the 
Warrior. Maximum group size is 30, and we need 
to book by the end of March. The cost is £14.70 
per person for the whole fleet, (or £11.75 for just 
one ship). No brainer, really.

This gives a total of just shy of £100.

There is also a Royal Marines Museum. Apparently 
28 members present displayed an interest in 
making the trip, but we need to know by or at the 
March meeting exactly who will be going on the 
Portsmouth visit, and we will need your payment 
by or at that meeting. We need to pay for both the 
hotel and the museums & dockyard in order to 
beat the price rise which is due before the visit.

Please send your payment to Geoff Graves using 
the attached proforma. You will see that it is split 
into sections. You do not need to visit all the 
museums – you may prefer to get a haircut instead 
– so please only tick those visits you intend to 
make, and pay accordingly. Once we have your 
names, and only then, will we offer spare seats to 
other Branches. But be warned, first come, first 
served.

Kent & East Sussex Railway Fish and Chip 
Lunch

The Colonel has booked a 40-50 seat carriage 
for the Branch on Tuesday the 13th August on the 
train which departs Tenterden at 13.15, returning 
at 15.30. The cost is £9.25 for the meal and £12.60 
for travel, a total of £21.85. Current members of 
the KESR travel free (provided they haven’t used 
up their allowed free trips) which might be an 
incentive to join. Members at the meeting indicated 
that they would probably take up 32 seats.
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Details of travel (to the railway. Now there’s an 
existentialist’s conundrum; travelling to travel) will 
be discussed at the March meeting.

2 PWRR Tunbridge Wells Freedom Parade

This will take place on 15th July 2013 in Tunbridge 
Wells. There are no newer details than were 
available at the November meeting.

BRANCH AFFAIRS

Timing of Branch meetings

There was considerable discussion as to the best 
day and time to hold Branch meetings. Wending 
our way through golf fixtures, bowls fixtures, early 
lighting up, crowded trains etc it became apparent 
that a change was imminent. And so….. ….please 
take note with effect from May, Branch meetings 
will take place on the second WEDNESDAY 
WEDNESDAY WEDNESDAY (“What I tell you 
three times is true”*) of every other month at 
NOON.

Ergo, the May meeting will be on Wednesday 8th 
May and NOT on Tuesday 14th May.

Fortunately we will continue to meet at the Royal 
British Legion Club, 26 Priory Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent TN9 2AS.

Have a great 2013

Micky Gwilliam

(Editor’s note: Great notes, I always thought that 
Micky would be a very good script writer!!!)

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

STOP PRESS:

IN AN ATTEMPT TO RE LAUNCH THE 
MAIDSTONE BRANCH A MEETING IS TO BE 
HELD AT 2PM ON SATURDAY 22ND JUNE 
2013 IN THE LIBRARY OF THE MAIDSTONE 
MUSEUM.

YOUR SUPPORT WILL BE MUCH 
APPRECIATED.

SANDWICH BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr. D. G. Hogben.  
75 Burch Avenue, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0AN.  
Tel: 01304 612920.

MEETING PLACE: The White Mill, Ash Road : 
Sandwich : Kent : CT13 9JB.

MEETINGS: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
(except August) at 7.30pm

BROMLEY BRANCH.

CHAIRMAN: Mr. A. Wright. 21 The Underwood, 
Eltham, London SE9 3EP. 

MEETING PLACE: Sundridge Park W. M. C., 
Burnt Ash Lane, Bromley. 

MEETING: Last Monday in the month at 12.30 
hrs. 

CANTERBURY BRANCH 

SECRETARY: H. G. B. Delo. 38 Reculver 
Avenue, Minnis Bay, Birchington CT7 9NU.   
Tel: 01843 842357

MEETING PLACE: The Chaucer Club, Chaucer 
Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.

MEETING: Last Thursday of month at 20.00 hrs. 

From the Editor

Many thanks for submitting your Branch notes. 
The next issue in 2014 will be distributed after the 
Associations AGM and in most cases after your 
own Branch AGMs.

Could I ask you to include details of your elected 
Branch Officers together with any photos taken on  
your Branch outings or at social events.
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RE-LAUNCH OF MAIDSTONE BRANCH

STOP PRESS:
THE MAIDSTONE BRANCH OF 

THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
WILL BE RE-LAUNCHED  AT 2PM 

ON SATURDAY 22ND JUNE 2013 IN 
THE LIBRARY OF THE MAIDSTONE 

MUSEUM.

The Queen’s Own and the Regimental Association  
have, over the years, always enjoyed a very high 
level of support from the Mayors and Councillors 
of the Borough Council, Maidstone the County 
Town and ancestral home of the Queen’s Own.

The Museum in Maidstone houses one of the 
best Regimental Museums to be found anywhere 
in the country and the Cenotaph memorial to the 
Regiment stands proud in Brenchley Gardens. 
This is soon to be supplemented with the new 
statue to the Queen’s Own which will be unveiled 
on 15th September in the forecourt of Maidstone 
Museum.

The town is also the venue for one of the two 
annual Association Reunions and the annual 
Service of Remembrance is held in All Saints 
where the Regimental Books of Life are kept in 
the shadow of past Colours of the Regiment.

And yet there is not an active Regimental 
Association Branch in the town.

THIS CANNOT BE RIGHT AND IT IS UP TO 
ALL OF US, WHO LIVE WITHIN REASONABLE 
DISTANCE OF MAIDSTONE, AND BEYOND TO 

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT.

As far as can be determined this will be the first time 
that an Association Branch has been re launched. 
SO now is your chance to be part of Association 
history.  Credit must also be paid to those who 
have fought so hard to keep the original branch 
going and the knowledge that they fully support 
this initiative is very encouraging indeed.

It is proposed that meetings will be held every 
two  months, June, August, October, December, 
February and April.

Wives, partners and carers and regimental 
widows are very much welcomed and apart from 
the usual Branch business, which will be kept to 
the minimum the accent will be on social events 
and having a good time. To that end the Social 
Secretary, Charlie Apps, is already organising 
trips, visits, guest speakers and social events, a 
program of which will be available at the meeting 
on 22nd June.

Should you want to support this initiative, even 
if you cannot attend meetings, please fill out 
the ‘Interest Form’ enclosed and return it the 
Regimental Association Secretary, 54 South 
Eastern Road, Ramsgate, CT11 9QE or bring it 
along to the meeting on 22nd June.

It does not matter if you are already a member of 
another branch the main task is to get this branch 
up and running. When the word gets out, as it will 
do with press releases and publicity, then new 
members will be attracted to come along and be 
part of Regimental life again.

We look forward to seeing you on 22nd June

One of the most impressive ceremonies in the 
history of The Buffs was that which marked the 
presentation of a silver bugle from the County 
Association Men of Kent & Kentish Men at 
Shornecliffe Camp on May 17th to commemorate 

the 150 years association of the regiment with the 
county of Kent.

The bugle was presented to the Colonel of the 
Regiment, Major General Sir Arthur Lynden-Bell 

MEN OF KENT & KENTISH MEN
1934
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1937

The Duke of Kent, Colonel in Chief of The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, together with the 
Duchess of Kent, was present at the Coronation 
Rally of the Association of Men of Kent and Kentish 
Men when the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment 
Trooped the Colour at Shornecliffe on May 22nd.

Following the March Past, the troops were drawn 
up on three sides of a square before the dais for 
the presentation by the Duchess of Kent of a silver 
bugle, a gift to the Regiment by the Association of 
Men of Kent and Kentish Men.

Lord Cornwallis, handing the bugle to her Royal 
Highness, said: 

“One of the objects of our Association is to foster 
the spirit of our county, to encourage service to 
our county and to maintain a pride in those things 
that belong to it, and have been part of it in years 
that have gone. Under that heading most certainly 
comes the duty to instil pride and interest in our 
county regiment. It is that duty and that feeling 
which has prompted the County Society to offer 
to the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment a 
silver bugle, not only to mark this Coronation Year, 
but as a reminder and a lasting remembrance of 
the 114 years of the Regiment’s intimate and close 
connection with our County and to the devoted 
service rendered throughout that long period to 
the Crown, the country and the county.”

Replying on behalf of the Regiment the Duke 
said: “I know that this bugle will be a treasured as 
a valuable token of pride and interest which the 
people of Kent have in the regiment.”

Addressing the Commanding Officer, Colonel 
Palmer, the Duke said: “I want to congratulate you 
and all ranks of the 2nd Battalion for the way this 
parade has been carried out.” 

The bugle, which is engraved with the badge of 
the County Society, bears the inscription:

“Presented to The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment by the Association of Men of Kent and 
Kentish Men to commemorate the Coronation of 
His Majesty King George 6th.”

by the President of the Association, Captain the 
Hon. Stanley Cornwallis. 

A large and distinguished gathering of Kent people 
witnessed the ceremony which was carried out at 
a parade of the 2nd Battalion. Captain Cornwallis 
said :

“We, your County Association, are indeed proud 
of the record of one of our County Regiments. 
I remember in March 1918, when things 
were desperate for England, and our beloved 
Commander in Chief issued that wonderful 
message to us all: ‘With your backs against the 
wall, fighting every inch of the ground, believe in 
the justice of your cause’. At that time there was 
a battalion of The Buffs in a key position at Le 
Verquier. What would have happened if the line 
there had given way is difficult to realise. 

The line held and one of the reasons that it held 
was because The Buffs were holding it. Only those 
who were there can realise what that stand meant 
to the British Army and it is in remembrance of 
many such deeds as this throughout the past 150 
years that the County Association asks you to 
accept this bugle today.

We know that we are presenting something pure 
and untarnished to a Regiment whose record is as 
clean and unsullied as the gift you now receive. 
May this bugle convey to you the feelings of love 
and pride of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men and 
the Fair Maids of Kent for your great regiment. May 
its call reach even those whom this day we are 
thinking ‘in proud and sorrowing memory’, who, 
like true sons of Kent, gave all that they could for 
those and the Regiment they loved.

When its notes call your young soldier to 
Canterbury Cathedral to turn those glorious pages 
of honour, when it sounds the Last Post it may 
remind you that Buffs who have passed over are 
looking down on us saying ‘Old Soldiers never die. 
They only fade away.’

But there are two things that must never die and 
never fade away: The Spirit of The Buffs, and the 
Spirit of Kent.
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44TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

of the
QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS, THE ROYAL KENT REGIMENT (PWRR).

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE UK PAPER & LEISURE 
CLUB, SITTINGBOURNE ON SATURDAY 6TH APRIL 2013.
Regimental Association President: Colonel C. G. Champion. 

AGM Chair: Captain P. M. Gwilliam: 
Regimental Association Secretary: Major P. R. White MM.

The meeting opened at 3.47pm
1.  Members present: If required a list of members present is available from the Regt. Association 

Secretary.
  
2.  Apologies:
 a. There were no apologies to record.

3. Opening Remarks:
 a.  The President, Colonel Champion, welcomed all to the meeting and thanked them for their 

attendance. He thanked Major Dennis Bradley BEM for his work on behalf of the Association 
over the last 14 years and congratulated Major P. R White MM on his appointment as Regimental 
Association Secretary. 

 b.  Colonel Champion thanked Sittingbourne Branch for, once again, hosting the Annual General 
meeting and, in particular the social secretary, Mr. Paul Fleming for making all of the necessary 
arrangements.

 
4. Appointment of an Association Vice President: 
 a.  The President explained that it was necessary to appoint a Vice President and advised the 

meeting that Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL would be Vice President of the Association with 
immediate effect. 

  
5. Minutes of the 43rd Annual General Meeting held on 24th March 2012: 
 a. It was proposed that the minutes of the above meeting be agreed as a true record of proceedings.
 Proposed by Colonel P C Cook DL & seconded by Captain H. Whitty - Carried Unanimously.

6. Matters arising from those minutes:
 a.   It was noted that Colonel P Cook and Colonel P Bishop’s attendance at that meeting had not 

been recorded.

 b. Brigadier Low asked that the pages of the minutes, in future, be numbered.
	 Action	Point:	Association	Secretary	to	progress.

7.  Accounts for the Period 01 January to 31 December 2012- A copy is available from the Regt. 
Association Secretary.

 a. The Secretary gave an overview of the financial accounts for the year.
  b. It was proposed that the financial accounts for the year 2011/2012 be agreed.
 Proposed by Brigadier RM Low CBE: Seconded by Colonel P Bishop OBE DL -Carried unanimously.
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8. Benevolence Review for the period of 1 January 2012 to 31 December 2012- 

 a. The Association Secretary explained the benevolence activities and expenditure for the year.  
  (i)   A total 53 applications for assistance had been received of which 48 were approved 

involving £159,309.

  (ii)   A total of £15,481 had been paid out from Association funds with the balance being paid 
from other funds such as the Army Benevolent Fund.

 b.   If required a synopsis of the Benevolence record of expenditure is available from the Regt. 
Association Secretary if required

9. Budget for 2013:

 a.  The Secretary briefed the meeting on the proposed budget for 2013/2014 a copy of which can 
be obtained from the Regt. Association Secretary.

 b.  It was proposed by Captain H. Whitty and seconded by Major J. Barrell OBE TD LLB that the 
budget be approved.

10. Canterbury Reunion 4th August 2013: 
 a. The Parade and Service will follow the same format as 2012.

 b. The PWRR Band is booked for the parade, service and for Beating retreat.

 d. The Invicta Concert band is booked to play at the Reunion Leros Barracks.

 e. A letter of Invitation has been sent to the Mayor of Canterbury.

 f.  The cost of the reunion ticket for a member and one guest i.e. wife, carer or friend will be £7.00 
per person.

 g.  A detailed Admin Order will be published in the next issue of The Journal and also distributed to 
all Branches.

11. Maidstone Reunion 15 September 2013:
 a. The format of the Brenchley Gardens Parade and Service to remain as in previous years.

 b. The Maidstone Museum café would be open from 08.30hrs.

 c.  Following Brenchley Gardens ceremony at 10.00hrs the Association will march with the band 
to the museum entrance in Faith Street, for the unveiling of the statue by General Howlett 
KBE MC, late the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment with the Mayor of Maidstone in 
attendance which will take place at 10.45hrs. 

 d. The service at All Saints Church which will commence at 11.45hrs.

 e. The Deputy Chaplain General would be the guest speaker.

 f. The Reunion would be held at the Mercure Hotel from 13.30hrs .

 g.  The cost of the reunion ticket for a member and one guest i.e. wife, carer or friend  will be 
£10.00 per person 

 h.    A roast meal would be served at table followed by desert and coffee during which time the band 
will play. 

 k.   During the afternoon, the Shorncliffe Military Wives Choir will give a concert.  
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12. Association Secretary’s Administrative points
 a.   Netting of Colours Warrior Chapel: The Secretary advised that several colours were   removed 

from the Warriors’ Chapel and taken to Hobson & Sons for repair and netting. Hobson’s advised 
that only three sets were suitable for repair and netting and this has been done at a cost of £600 
excluding VAT.

 b.  Database: 

  (i)   All branches were thanked for their prompt response to the request for membership 
details.  

  (ii)   A recent ‘Mail Out’ to all members listed had highlighted a number of discrepancies and 
the database has been amended accordingly.

13. Association Journal/Web Site
 a.   The Journal: The Editor advised that the reasons for delaying the publication of The Journal 

until April each year was to enable the current minutes etc of the AGM to be included. Currently 
the distribution list included 504 names.

 b.   Web Site: The ‘revamped’ Regimental Web Site was proving to be very successful and the 
number of visits has exceeded 5,500 in the 7 months that the new site had been open. The 
message activity through the Message Board had increased markedly.

 
14. Items submitted from branches:
 a.  There were none to record.

15.  Tertre Memorial RWK 23 August 2014.
 a.  Mr. Nigel Bristow, Chairman of the QORWKLHG briefed told the meeting that the RWK Living 

History Group had arranged for a memorial to be erected in the village of Tertre to commemorate 
where the RWK first engaged the Germans in 1914. The community unveiling would take place 
at 11am on 23rd August 2013 and an International opening would take place on the same date 
in 2014.

 b.  Mr. Bristow reported that the memorial had been paid for by private donations and with the 
support of Dignitas, the project had been fully supported by the Mayor and council of Tertre.

 c. The memorial would consist of a stone plinth on which an inscribed tablet would be fixed. 

 d.  The President congratulated Mr Bristow and the Group for their hard work and dedication to 
keeping the name of the regiment in the public eye.

16. Trip to Ypres 2014
 a.  The Association Secretary advised that the trip to Ypres would take place between 15th & 17th 

May 2014. 

 b. The Committee of Management had agreed to a subsidy of up to £5,000 for the trip. 

 c.  The cost would be £120 for Association members and wives, partners and carers and £170 for 
non-Association members.

 d. Final trip details with booking forms would be published in the next issue of The Journal.

17. Association Forecast of Events:
 a.   Details of very few events had been received to date. Branches will be contacted to confirm 

details of events and these will be collated and distributed. A full diary of events will be included 
in the next issue of The Journal.

	 					Action	Point:	Association	Secretary	to	progress	this.
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18. Any other Business
 a.  Welfare payments to branches:
  (i)  Mr. Burr, Chairman of Colchester Branch, asked for an increase in the level of payments. 

Colchester Branch members came from a very wide area and welfare support for those 
members currently hospitalised or ill at home involved travelling considerable distances.

  (ii)  In response the Secretary advised that it was recognised that each branch’s requirement 
was different and consequently the making of blanket welfare payments to branches, 
and the top up when necessary, had to change to ensure fairness. Also, due to audit 
requirements the system had to be tightened up considerably and to that end a new 
procedure would be followed from later this year.

  (iii) Colonel P. Bishop asked that branch awards should be reviewed every quarter. 

  (iv)  A draft proposed procedure would be drawn up and submitted to the Committee of 
Management for their approval. After any amendments etc had been incorporated the 
new procedure would be distributed to all branches. 

 Action Point: Association Secretary to draw up the draft proposal and to progress this.

 b.  Regimental Cricket Tent: St Lawrence Cricket Ground, Canterbury - 21-23 August 2013
  (i)  Colonel P. Cook advised that all members of the Association are welcome to use the 

facilities of the Regimental Cricket Tent. There were 2 options.

  (ii) Full Day with lunch. Contact Colonel Peter Cook for further details. Cost approx £50.

  (iii)  Free use of tent on Friday 23 August to include entry to ground ticket and afternoon tea. 
- 12 tickets available

 Action point: Branches to bid with names by 1 July 2013.
 
 c.  Flower Show:
  (i)  Lt. Colonel P. Critchley told the meeting that a Flower Show, with entertainment, would 

be held at All Saints Church, Maidstone from Friday 31st May until Sunday 2nd June in 
aid of the church’s restoration and development fund and asked for maximum support.

 d.  Trip to Portsmouth by Weald Branch.
  (i)  Captain Whitty, Chairman of Weald Branch, advised that there were still seats available 

on the two day, one night trip to Portsmouth on 4th and 5th June to visit the Dockyard.

  (ii)  The cost of the trip, including coach travel, overnight accommodation with Dinner, Bed 
and Breakfast, would be £89 per person.  Visits to the Museums would be an additional 
cost.

 Action point:  Any interested parties to contact Captain M. Gwilliam, Branch Secretary.

19. Date and Venue of next Meeting
 a.  The date of the next Annual General would be 22nd February 2014. 

There being no other business to discuss the meeting was closed at 4.50 pm.

APPROVED as a correct record of proceedings

This the 22nd day of February 2014.

Signed) ………………………………………………………….. Chair
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With any sculpture that is of a specific event or 
time period, research is very important. With the 
great help of Martin Cox, a fellow re-enactor and 
member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Living History Group, a series of images were 
created. 

Once the pose for the sculpture was agreed, the 
best way for anyone to visualise a sculpture is 
to see a miniature version. This 12 inch version 
helped to see how the pose would work. 

The next stage was to create a metal armature,and 
the basic form was roughed in. 

Over time, the work developed 
and progressed. Because the 
sculpture can not be cast in one 
piece, I was ever mindful of how 
all the components should fit 
together. 

Each element of equipment had to 
be made from the oil-based clay, 
and tested for size and accuracy 
of detail. 

One of my most nervous moments 
was when a large delegation of 
Malayan Emergency and other 

association veterans descended to see and review 
in detail, the finished sculpture. 

It was with great pleasure and pride that approval 
was given to progress to the next stage, which 
would involve transporting the master sculpture to 
the bronze casting Livingstone Art Founders. 

It’s a very odd feeling to sit down and wait to watch 
a fragment of your own life on television. For over 
3 hours Col. Crispin Champion, Major Peter White, 
our own photographer Barry Duffield, and myself, 
performed our respective roles, which culminated 
in the sum total of 3 minutes of usable footage. 

From my perspective, I was amazed that it all 
came together at all. ‘Rabbit in headlights’ does 
not begin to describe it for me. The Col. however, 
got the points across perfectly. 

The Malayan Emergency sculpture is the largest 
I have created. Standing at 45 inches, it is 11 

A STATUE IN THE MAKING
By Peter Birkett

One of the early detailed images and (right) the 12 
inch miniature proposed model.

The basic 
form 

Martin, assuming the pose, during an early stage 
of the 45 inch tall master sculpture.
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inches higher than St. Edith, the last sculpture the 
Livingstone Art Founders cast in bronze for me. 

But let’s go back a bit first, and explain the 
processes that the sculpture will be going through 
before it is the finished bronze. 

Using the original oil-based clay master, a 
fibreglass and rubber mould is made of each of the 
original components. The original clay sculpture 
elements are then removed for the moulds, and 
the moulds cleaned out, ready for the molten 
hot red wax to be poured inside. The moulds are 
moved about to coat the hot wax onto the insides. 
Depending on how long the wax is left to cool in 
the mould, determines the thickness of the final 
bronze sculpture. 

If you can imagine the new wax copy of the 
sculpture resembles a chocolate Easter egg. Very 
detailed on the outside, with a thickness of up to 3 
or 4 mm or more. 

Once completed, there will be wax copies of the 
largest piece, which are legs, torso right arm and 
head. The next largest element consists of the 
left arm and most of the jungle carbine. The other 
separate parts that make up the whole are the 
water bottle, Mills bomb, and the Perang. 

Just like an Airfix kit, the wax copy of the sculpture 
will be tested to see that it all fits together, and has 
not lost any of its detail. 

Details of the equipment. 

Above and below: Making the finishing touches

After some discussion, and under a watchful 
eye of two Malayan Veterans, Doug Adams and 

Ron Nutley, some minor detailing is made to 
everyone’s satisfaction.
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When the bronze has cooled, the metal parts will 
be broken out of the concrete, and worked on by 
the founders, who will attach all the components, 
and patina the surface of the sculpture in shades 
of green and natural bronze. 

The next article will cover the finishing and the 
application of the coloured patina to the sculpture, 
and details of the stone plinth, the craftsman 
responsible, and it’s long journey from Nepal. 

All images not created by the author, are supplied 
by kind permission of Barry Duffield Photography. 

As in the picture of another sculpture, the wax 
elements are contained within a fireproof concrete 
case. This is then heated up, and the wax poured 
out, leaving a space for the molten bronze to fill 
up, when poured in. This is called the ‘lost wax 
process’. 
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On May 16th, Albuhera Day, a coach party of 
Association members left the UK for a 3 day 

tour of the Somme. That afternoon, in the small 
hamlet of Blingel, a short service was held at the 
grave of Captain Matthew Latham, whose bravery 
at the battle of Albuhera on the same day 201 
years ago, saved the Regimental Colour. 

After the service, conducted by Revd. Keith 
Fazzani, Chaplain of Canterbury Branch, wreaths 
were laid to honour the memory of Matthew 
Latham. 

That evening, in the hotel in Amiens, the customary 
toast was drunk to the ‘Immortal memory’ of those 
who fell at Albuhera. 

The tour started the following day at the truly 
awesome Lochnagar Crater which resulted from 
the detonation of 24 tons of Ammonal at 7.28 am 
on the 1st July 1916, the first day of the battle of 
the Somme. 

The Lochnagar crater really set the scene for the 
rest of the trip, the sheer scale of events really 
became obvious. None more so than the visit to 
Delville Wood that followed. A brief wreath laying 
ceremony took place with John Philips, Chairman  

of Ramsgate Branch 
and Owen Stemp of 
Canterbury Branch 
laying a Buff and 
RWK wreaths 
respectively at 
the Delville Wood 
cemetery. A quite 
time which gave all 
the chance to reflect 
on the fact that the 
mortal remains of 
over 8,000 men still  
lie undiscovered in 
the wood to this day.

On the way from 
Delville Wood to 
Gueudecourt and 
Transloy Ridge, the 
route passed High 
Wood. The wood of 

ASSOCIATION TRIP
 TO

AMIENS 2012

Above: Colonel Champion with Majors Alan 
Marchant and John Barrell and Below some of 
the group at the graveside of Matthew Latham.

The awesome Lochnagar Crater

John Philips and Owen 
Stemp laying wreaths 
at the Delville Wood 

cemetery
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some 74 acres, was viciously fought over for many 
months. On 14th July 1916 it was deemed that the 
ground leading up to the wood was suitable for a 
cavalry attack.

No one in charge seemed to consider that a 
cavalry charge against machine guns and into 
a wood might not be practical, but it does seem 
likely that one or more old cavalry hands saw this 
as a long-awaited opportunity.

Though the wood was initially abandoned by the 
Germans, delays, confusion and hesitation meant 
that the British did not attempt to occupy it until 
that evening when at 7.00pm two regiments of 
cavalry, the 7th Dragoon Guards and the 20th 
Deccan Horse, made the only cavalry charge of 
the Somme offensive. 

The cavalry charged across the fields through 
artillery and machine gun fire and into the wood. 
An observer said:

“It was an incredible sight, an unbelievable 
sight, they galloped up with their lances and with 
pennants flying, up the slope to High Wood and 
straight into it. ... They simply galloped on through 
all that and horses and men were dropping on the 
ground, with no hope against the machine guns, 
because the Germans up on the ridge were firing 
down into the valley where the soldiers were. It 
was an absolute rout. A magnificent sight. Tragic.” 

The dismounted cavalry held their positions in High 
Wood during the night but, without reinforcements, 
withdrew the next morning, By the middle of 
September the battle for High Wood had cost the 
British over 6,000 dead.

At Gueudecourt we were met by Mick Mills who 
had arrived earlier that day to walk the ground. 
The group was able to see at first hand the type 
of ground over which both Buffs and RWK had 

attacked at various 
stages of the 
Somme offensive. 

Amazingly, whilst 
walking the ground 
earlier,  Mick had 
found a rusty and 
distorted SMLE 
rifle which had 
been ploughed up 
that very morning. 
Many of the group 
handled the relic 
until it was pointed 
out that, although 
rusted, the weapon 
was still cocked 
and there was 

obviously still ‘one up the spout’ thereafter interest 
faded somewhat.

It was quite fascinating to walk over the ground 
over which the attacks were made and  to see 
the actual British and German positions and the 
identified sites where the German machine guns 
had been sited.

A welcome lunch then followed at the Ulster 
Tower. The Tower is a memorial to the men of the 
36th (Ulster) Division. It is located very near to the 
famous Schwaben Redoubt (Feste Schwaben) 
which the Division attacked on July 1st, 1916. The 
Scwaben Redoubt was a little to the north-east 
of where the tower stands, and was a triangle of 
trenches with a frontage of 300 yards, a fearsome 
German strongpoint with commanding views.

The casualties suffered by the 36th Division on 
the 1st of July were over 5,000 in total - almost half 
of their strength.

Colonel Crispin in a very 
vulnerable position. 

Frankie Hills did have 
a marksman badge 

however!

Mick Mills explaining the action whilst Lt. Col. 
Critchley, right, checked fields of fire.
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Finally at the end of a 
very full and tiring day 
the group visited the 
impressive Thiepval 
memorial.

The Thiepval Memorial 
to the missing of the 
Somme is a major war 
memorial to 72,191 
British and South 
African men who died 
in the Battles of the 
Somme of the First 
World War between 

1915 and 1918 with no known grave.

A large inscription on an internal surface of the 
memorial reads:

‘Here are recorded names of officers and men 
of the British Armies who fell on the Somme 
battlefields between July 1915 and March 1918 but 
to whom the fortune of war denied the known and 
honoured burial given to their comrades in death.’

On the Portland stone piers are engraved the 
names of over 72,000 men who were lost in the 
Somme battles between July 1916 and March 1918. 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
states that over 90% of these soldiers died in the 
first Battle of the Somme between 1 July and 18 
November 1916.

A suitable end to a brief visit to just some of the 
Somme battlefields.

After a very welcome night’s rest, day three 
started with check out from the hotel followed by 
a visit to Etaples military cemetery. The cemetery, 
the largest War Graves Commission cemetery in 
France, was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

During the First World War, the area around 
Etaples was the scene of immense concentrations 
of Commonwealth reinforcement camps and 
hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from 
aircraft, and accessible by railway from both the 
northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 
100,000 troops were camped among the sand 
dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven 
general, one stationary, four Red Cross hospitals 
and a convalescent depot, that could deal with 

The tower is a copy 
of Helen’s Tower in 
County Down, where 
men of the 36th 
Division trained. The 
tower (plus a small 
cafe nearby) is staffed 
by members of the 
Somme Association 
which is based in 
Belfast, and is a 
friendly and welcoming 
place to stop on a 
battlefield tour.

After lunch the 
group moved on 
to the fascinating 
Newfoundland Park. 
This park, located near 
Beaumont Hamel, is one 
of only a few sites on the 
Western Front where the 
ground remains largely 
untouched from the end 
of the First World War.

Just in front of the 
Caribou Memorial 
are the original 1st 
of July frontline trenches that the British and 
Newfoundland troops attacked from.  Steps lead 
up to the Caribou, and the vantage point here is an 
excellent place to look over the battlefield. It was 
here where the Newfoundland Regiment attacked 
as part of the second wave, at 9.15am on the 1st 
of July, 1916.

 

By 9.45am, just 30 minutes later the Newfoundlers  
had suffered terrible losses, with more than 90% 
becoming casualties. 

In the line

The Thiepval memorial

The Caribou 
Memorial
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22,000 wounded or sick. In September 1919, ten 
months after the Armistice, three hospitals and 
the Q.M.A.A.C. convalescent depot still remained.

The cemetery contains 10,771 Commonwealth 
burials of the First World War.

One of the graves is that of Mrs, Florence Grover 
who had travelled to France to visit her wounded 
husband, Albert Grover. Soon after arriving she 
was taken ill with influenza and died two days later.  

Her husband later caught 
influenza as well, and 
died on 17th December 
1918 - he is also buried 
at Etaples.

After lunch in St. Omer 
the group visited the 
V1/V2 rocket site at La 
Coupole (The Dome) 
This immense facility 
was built by the forces of 
Nazi Germany between 
1943 and 1944 to serve 
as a launch base for V-2 

rockets directed against London and southern 
England.

Constructed in the side of a disused chalk quarry, 
the most prominent feature of the complex is an 
immense concrete dome, to which its modern 
name refers. It was built above a network of 

Florence Grover’s 
headstone

tunnels housing storage areas, launch facilities 
and crew quarters. The facility was designed to 
store a large stockpile of V-2s, warheads and fuel 
and was intended to launch V-2s on an industrial 
scale. Dozens of missiles a day were to be fuelled, 
prepared and launched in rapid sequence against 
London and southern England.

However, following repeated heavy bombing by 
Allied forces during Operation Crossbow, the 
Germans were unable to complete the construction 
works and the complex never entered service. It 
was captured by the Allies in September 1944, 
partially demolished on the orders of Winston 
Churchill to prevent its reuse as a military base, 
and then abandoned. It remained derelict until the 
mid-1990s. In 1997 it opened to the public for the 
first time, as a museum. Exhibits in the tunnels 
and under the dome tell the story of the German 
occupation of France during World War II, the 
development of the V-weapons system and the 
history of space exploration. A fascinating visit.

It was then time to head for home and catch the 
evening ferry.

Our thanks must go to Keith Fazzini and Mick Mills 
our ‘In House’ battlefield guides and to our coach 
driver Iain Robertson of Leo’s Pride who made 
all of the necessary travel and accommodation 
arrangements and brought us home safely.
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THE BUFFS
1572- 2012

440TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCH

Immediately after the annual London Buffs 
Parade and Service of Remembrance in St Peter 
Ad Vincular in the Tower of London, Buffs from far 
and wide, supported by some Queen’s Own and 
Queen’s Own Buffs, gathered at the Union Jack 
Club for a celebratory Lunch to mark the 440th 
anniversary of the founding of The Buffs in 1572.

The lunch was organised by Major John Barrell 
OBE TD and all who attended, over 140, thoroughly 
enjoyed an excellent meal and a very memorable 
occasion. Many thanks John. The President’s table

Colonel Bishop’s table:                                                         The Dragon Club table

Ramsgate BranchCanterbury Branch London Branch
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Left to right: Jane Critchley, Lt. 
Col Philip Critchley, Mike Burke, 

Colonel Wayne Harbour (Regimental 
Secretary) and Major Tom Williams.

Colonel Champion with Henry 
Delo and Major Alan Marchant.

L to R: Bryan & Josephina 
Kennett, Pat & Bill Bonfield

Major John Barrell with 
Ronnie Hills and Major 

Dennis Bradley

It’s the way that you tell ‘em, 
Micky! 

Asher and Mary Rose with 
Alan Buddle

Dave and Gillian Law and 
Sammy Supple

Betty Correa, Secretary of 
London Buffs, with Terry 

Donovan and David Boxall.

Lt. Col. Barry Duffield with Mrs. 
Vivienne White and the Editor.

John Phillips 
(Chairman of 

Ramsgate Branch)   
talking with Major 

Tom Williams.

Anna, the Union Jack Club 
events manager, listening 
attentively to a war story.

Colonel Peter Bishop and Bryan 
Kennett talking with

Dennis Skinner.
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SAIL ARMY
FINANCIAL TIMES CLIPPER  ROUND THE WORLD RACE 1975 

By Major John Langhorne

I have sailed all my life but to put an actual date 
to the first time I was “launched” is impossible - 

however one date that will always stick in my mind 
is 12th January 1975. This was the date that I first 
sailed in GREAT BRITAIN II as part of a crew to 
take her back to Dartmouth from Gosport. In spite 
of the freezing cold sleet and snow one could not 
help but be impressed by this enormous yacht. 
GB II is Chay Blyth’s maxi yacht in which he did 
so well in the Whitbread Round The World Race 
and her vital statistics are as follows:-

Length  77ft   

Beam 19ft 

Mast 92ft. - 

Draft 9 ft 6”

Chay was prepared to charter her to the Army 
so that a Joint Service Team could be entered in 
the Financial Times Clipper Race. The race was 
the brain child of the Financial Times and was 
organised by them and the Royal Ocean Racing 
Club to see if a modern fully manned class one 
ocean going yacht could break the old Clipper 
Ships record time from London to Sydney and 
back via Cape Horn. The Clipper Ship record is 
in fact held by PATRIACH II who made her record 
run in 1869 and took 67 days to get to Sydney 
and 69 days for the return voyage to London. The 
Financial Times hoped that up to 10 yachts would 
take part in this race but eventually only 4 yachts 
set out from England on 31 August 1975. This 
was the only disappointing aspect of the race - but 
in view of the financial state of the country, the 
costs involved, the time needed for the race and 
possible I feel the proximity of the Whitbread Race 
in 1973 and the forthcoming one  in 1977 it is quite 

possible that the long distance ocean racers had 
had enough and were prepared to give this extra 
race a miss.

Luckily for me the Adventure Training aspect of 
the race caught on in the right places and crew 
selection and training went on. The aim was 
to obtain and select two crews of 14 who were 
sailors, compatible, experienced and available! 
and who, in the final event, would be prepared to 
-subscribe one months pay!

I in fact joined the project at Gosport in March where 
we had a small office and large store courtesy of 
20 Maritime Regiment RCT.   Four of us were in 
this office, our job  was to raise cash, goods and 
organise all aspects of the project, assisted by 
expert advisors at the end of a telephone should 
they be needed.  The problems were enormous and 
included everything that could possibly be needed 
in any eventuality. As the project progressed our 
files got more numerous. Files such as finance, 
insurance, medical and crew selection Vol III and 
many many others, were in constant use by day 
and if required after dinner at night. To cut a long 
story, and six months intensive work short, two 
crews were finally selected and as the start date 
approached all seemed to fall into place.

London to Sydney 

0920hrs 31st August - 0220hrs 6th Nov 1975

The Port of London Authority held their 250th 
Anniversary Regatta in the last week of August 
and invited all the yachts taking part in the race to 
assemble at St Katherine’s Yacht Haven by Tower 
Bridge and to take part in their celebrations. So 
on the 24th August GREAT BRITAIN II and her 
first leg crew of 14 sailed from Gosport to London. 
The Project Officer also moved to a Command 
Signal Vehicle parked at St Katherines Dock, and 
continued his work from there. Several volumes 
could be written about the week in London by lots of 
different people covering lots of different aspects. 
For those who were to be Leg II Crew, all the final 
arrangements had to be made, last minute stores 
such as pre-cut timber acquired together with such 
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mundane things as tin openers, matches and loo 
paper (waterproof of course); provided for 14 men 
for up to 80 days’. Meanwhile the press wanted to 
interview all the crew, a cocktail party had to be 
organised, could a message be got to so and so 
etc.

The other 3 yachts KRITER II - France, CS & RB 
II BUSNELLI - Italy and the GREAT ESCAPE - 
Holland -assembled at St Katherine’s Yacht Haven 
and their crews joined in the celebrations.  So that 
the yachts could take part in the Parade of Sail 
down the river on Saturday morning they had to 
lock out of St Katherines between 0630 and 0730 
hrs. However in spite of the early start this parade 
of sail was most impressive and an armada of 
ships of all shapes and sizes which included such 
ships as SARGRES, DANMARK, SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL and many others,  made a fine sight 
on the Thames.

The four competitors moored overnight off 
Sheerness ready for their start at 0900 on Sunday 
morning. Somehow accommodation was found 
in Sheerness for all 14 crew, their wives and well 
wishers. The local pub turned up trumps as the  
Financial Times Yachting correspondent, and I 
shared mine hosts sitting room on camp beds. 
GREAT BRITAIN II’s crew seemed to favour an 
early night hut not so the Frenchmen who were 
hard at work getting Kriter II ready, in fact as she 
crossed the line at 0920 hrs after two delayed 
starts, the sound of hammering could still be 
heard coming from her.  In spite of the two delays 
the start went well the order across the line was 
GREAT BRITAIN II, Kriter II, CS & RB II Busnelli 
and Great Escape which augured well for the 
future.

Once the gladiators were on their way to Sydney 
the project staff settled the London bills and on 
Friday returned to Gosport where they manned the 
Yacht’s Rear Link, and processed the daily sitreps. 
Through the good offices and willing cooperation of 
the Royal Signal Apprentice College at Harrogate 
we were able to receive a daily sitrep very nearly 
everyday during the race. To keep the dependants  
informed as to the progress of the race I published 
a weekly news letter which went to such places as 
Bermuda, Cyprus and Australia, and I gather from 
the families was much appreciated. The Financial 
Times also set up an ansaphone recording of 
the race details which was up dated daily so that 

those who were interested could find out how the 
race was progressing.

All went well during Leg 1 and the large yachts 
were soon clear of the congested Channel and 
out into the deep water of the Atlantic. The usual 
ceremony of crossing the line was held aboard but 
no time was wasted as KRITER II was only at this 
stage some 60 miles astern. South of the Equator 
GREAT BRITAIN II took a slightly more easterly 
course in towards Cape Town while KRITER II 
stood on towards the middle of the South Atlantic 
before turning east. GREAT BRITAIN II passed 
some. 200 miles due south of Cape Town on the 
10th October 1975. Radio telephone contact was 
made with Marconi at Cape Town and a minor 
problem over aerial lengths was sorted out. A 
fast dash across the Southern Indian Ocean with 
KRITER II in hot pursuit developed and it was 
fascinating to watch the yachts moving across that 
vast expanse of water with  runs of up to 200 miles 
per day. The seas were big, the ocean vast, the sky 
infinite and the large yacht very quickly became a 
very small compact world all on its own. On 3rd 
November the first land was seen since the South 
Coast of England and was an unlit rock which 
forms part of the chain of Islands that stretches 
between Victoria, Australia and the North West 
corner of Tasmania. It was while passing through 
the Bass Straits that GREAT BRITAIN II lost the 
wind and KRITER II had the chance to catch up, 
which she took. 

As the finish off Sydney Heads got nearer 
so the excitement afloat and ashore built up. 
Meanwhile the Leg II crew had been selected, 
trained, organised, inoculated, granted visas and 
prepared to fly out in a RAF VC10 to Singapore. 
Halfway across the world “our” yacht was finishing 
her leg at 0300 hrs Australian time on Thursday 
6th November 1975 in the dark. Even at the last 
moment the wind died away and in a valiant 
attempt to keep the ship moving all the lightweight 
salts that could be hoisted were put to good use.  
In the event GREAT BRITAIN II finished a mere 
61/2hours ahead of KRITER II after a race of 
13,500 miles. 

Having been cleared medically by the Health 
Authorities, GREAT BRITAIN II and KRITER 
II were moored either side of an empty Royal 
Australian Navy Ammunition lighter in front of 
the Royal Australian Naval Sailing Association 
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Clubhouse, in the heart of Sydney Harbour and 
within 20 minutes walk of the celebrated Red 
Light area of Sydney which is named after a well 
known British Railway Station. Meanwhile the Leg 
II crew had passed through Akrotiri, Gan and had 
arrived at Tengah in Singapore, where they had a 
24 hour break before boarding a Hercules to fly 
to Australia via the RAAF base at Butterworth in 
Northern Malaya (1200 miles in the exact opposite 
direction) and then Darwin and finally after a flight 
of 10 hours over the Outback on to the RAAF base 
at Kingston some 60 miles outside of Sydney.

Luckily for the Leg II crew they arrived 2 days after 
the Leg I crew had got in, so the worst and best of 
the jollifications were nearly over and the Sydney-
siders quickly learnt the difference between those 
who had come to Sydney by sea or air. By this 
time the Leg I crew had got their second wind and 
after 66 days at sea anything went anyhow and 
anywhere.  One crew man when being badgered 
by a pressman for a story, when asked did anything 
out of the ordinary happen on board replied “Yes, 
Seven weddings took place”. Sydney of course 
took all the contestants to its heart and being 
even more ‘yachty’ than Cowes but with better 
weather, and with all the ‘Southern Cross’ yachts 
assembling in Sydney for the dash to Hobart on 
Boxing Day, life was hectic to say the very very 
least. Parties, barbecues, cocktails, dinners and 
receptions all came our way, and eventually a 
roster had to be worked out so that everyone had 
at least one crewman for some function at some 
time.

The Leg II crew arrived on Saturday 8th November  
and took the yacht over from the Leg I crew on 
Thursday 13th November. The. Leg I crew finally 
flew home on 29th Nov  but left three men behind. 
The mate and radio operator who joined the Leg 
II crew, and so circumnavigated the world in 134 
days ,and one odd job man who tidied up after 
we had left Sydney. He had a hell of a job, getting 
old sails back to UK, settling bills and saying good 
bye to all our friends and admirers in Sydney. His 
stories could fill several books but luckily for him 
he was befriended by a lovely ‘Diggerette’ with flat 
and a soft top Mercedes and being a sailor, and 
gentleman to boot was saved from a fate worse 
than death.

During the period from 6th November to 21st 
December the Leg II crew slipped the yacht, 

painted the hull and generally made ready for the 
dash home. Elerman Dempster (a very generous 
shipping firm) sent us 8 new sails by air freight from 
the UK for the second leg. The Yorkshire Bacon 
Farmers sent six sides of doubly cured bacon, and 
the RFA Tabatness arrived In Sydney with all the 
Compo rations for the return voyage. Sail training 
was the order of the day in Sydney Harbour and 
every morning we went out to practice and get to 
know the yacht in every detail and try out all the 
sails and drills required to get sails hoisted and 
stowed easily, quickly and with minimum fuss. 
Wherever she went GREAT BRITAIN II caused 
a great stir and must have been quite the most 
photographed and most impressive yacht in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  She was an excellent 
yacht to go to barbecues in, and she had plenty of 
deck space for sunbathing on, lots of room for lots 
of birds, and a very good 8 track stereo cassette 
with all the right sorts of music. But always in the 
back of ones mind was the start on 21 December, 
Christmas at sea, the South Pacific, Iceberg 
country, Cape Horn, the record of 69 days, the 
weather, the heat, and last and by no means least 
would we all make it home.

At last the day came. An early night on 20th 
December had little effect as one was too keyed 
up and tense to relax and sleep. Farewell dinners 
and dances, final packing, postcards home. Was 
all stowed on board, charts, shackles, tools, 
Angastura Bitters, long life milk were some of the 
things that went through my mind as I tried to sleep 
for one last night in a level bed. Finally I gave up 
and went for a walk as dawn was breaking and 
so rather like the condemned man worked up an 
appetite for breakfast. We were all aboard by 9 am 
and settling in, tidying ship and making ready for 
sea. We slipped from the pontoon at 11 am and in 
company with KRITER II, CS & RB II BUSNELLI 
and GREAT ESCAPE. We were joined on this leg 
by the Australian Yacht ANNACONDA II, which 
should have started the race from Sheerness, but 
was delayed when she fell off her cradle when 
she was being launched, and very nearly killed 
her owner. He had recovered and was determined 
to show us Pommies the quickest way home.  
ANNACONDA II was an 82 ft Bermudan ketch 
beautifully fitted out and potentially very fast - but 
she was untried and we were of the opinion that 
she was too beautiful for the task. Deep freezers, 
deep carpets, Omega navigators are all very well 
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in the Mediterranean but what happens at 63 
degrees South halfway between New Zealand 
and Cape Horn?

The Frenchmen on KRITER 11 had given the 
Leg I crew a good run for their money, they did 
not change crews, and so they knew everything 
about their yacht and each other. A seasoned 
professional crew who were as hard as nails and 
very very able, capable and confident.

The 10 minute gun came and went, followed 5 
minutes later by the 5 minute gun and then at 
exactly 12 noon on  21st December 1975 the 
start gun boomed across the Harbour. Anything 
that could float was out to see us depart from 
millionaires floating palaces to lilos and inflatable 
rafts, Royal Australian Patrol boats to sailing 
dinghies. All 5 yachts crossed the line within 
seconds of the start gun and fetched out through 
the famous Sydney Harbour which made a perfect 
natural grand stand on  either side for millions on 
shore who had turned out to see us all off. After 
all the excitement, bustle tension of the start, it 
was a relief to have actually at long last started  
homewards. When the first watch changed at 
5pm we were well out to sea with Australia fading 
away in the West, and all the white sails of the 
other four yachts were away to leeward of us. The 
last of the spectator craft, manned by the Sydney 
Harbour Police, departed with 3 very long blasts 
on the siren and we were on our own for the next 
66  days and 14,500 miles.

Sydney - Dover 

12.00 hrs 21st Dec 75 - 23.32hrs  25th Feb 76

Once at sea and away from the distractions of 
a shore based life, the crew and watch routine 
quietly fell into place. The time of the day and the 
date were of little importance and the only record 
of days kept was how many days we had been 
at sea. The three watches of five, of all ranks 
and services, soon got the knack of quickly and 
quietly changing over with the minimum of fuss 
and bother. We worked on a three watch system 
with two watches on deck that changed over every 
4 hours and the third watch below for 24 hours, 
who were responsible for the cooking of meals 
and production of hot drinks at any time, the ships 
cleanliness in all aspects, be it the “Heads” or 
the galley area, and the preparation and repair of 

damaged sails. After 24 hours the watch below 
relieved one of the watches on deck and they 
came below for 24 hours and so on for 66  days. 
The watches changed at 1700 hours and the deck 
watch roster read as follows:- 

1700 - 1900 hrs on deck

1900 - 2100 hrs below

2100 - 0030 on deck

0030 - 0400 below

0400 - 0800 on deck

0800 - 1230 below

1230 - 1700 on deck and so on.

This way no watch did the same period in any 48 
hour period and after 48 hours one was quite keen 
to get below out of the weather and cold for a respite 
and carry out a little personal administration like 
shaving, relaxing, writing up your own personal log, 
washing clothes, sleeping etc. In an emergency 
all three watches could be called on deck to help 
out, so we always had our oilskins and life line 
to hand just in case. December 23rd broke fine 
and clear, too clear to auger well and by midday 2 
reefs were in the main, the number 3 Genoa was 
set and the mizzen stowed. By 7 pm the Number 
5 Genoa was up and we were heading for a force 
10 hurricane with 40 to 50 foot waves. This blow, 
and the our first after only 2  days at sea, really did 
show us what we were in for and had a very bad 
effect on us all. Nothing but grey sky grey seas and 
those huge waves and our small yacht battling on 

Drying Out after the storm
John is on the right.
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through them as best she could. Spray, rain, sleet 
and the odd snow flurries made the watches on 
deck hell and one dreaded having to get out of a 
nice warm, albeit damp sleeping bag put on a pair 
of wet waterproof trousers and smock and then go 
on deck at 4 am.

In these conditions Christmas was vaguely 
recalled and the watches wished each other the 
seasons compliments as they passed on the 
companionway.

A vivid memory I’ll always retain was my watch 
sitting  round the ships wheel, cold, anxious if not 
a little frightened at the sheer force of a hurricane 
in the Tasman Sea singing carols at the tops of 
our voices in order to keep warm, boost our moral, 
and remember other Christmases in calmer areas, 
with different company and also in a vain attempt 
to shout down the noise of the storm at full force. 
Comments like ‘What no turkey and “where’s the 
brandy” were made and the point taken, but all 
that was required was hot food quickly, anything 
would do, and scalding hot drinks. It was during 
the storm that we came across a Korean Whale 
Catcher hove too - no sign of life on board, and in 
spite of all our efforts we could get no one to take 
any notice of us, so we went on our way and so too 
did she. The gale eventually blew itself out on 27th 
December and we all came back from the abyss, 
different men with a tremendous respect for the 
elements. Our yacht had stood up to it well and 
so too had her crew. When the skies had cleared 
enough to give the skipper a chance to take a sun 
sight, and after he had worked his figures out, 
we were all delighted to discover that we were 
some 120 miles south of the Southern end of New 
Zealand going East towards the International Date 
Line and beyond it Cape Horn.

On Boxing Day at 0415 we sighted a sail astern of 
us and after an agonising two hours guesswork in 
the half light, we discovered that it was KRITER II 
our rival. She was sailing fast with more sails up 
than us, and after some time she overtook us and  
sailed on out of sight to the East. We cautiously 
hoisted more sails and set off after her. We caught 
her up at 1530 hrs lying stopped in the  huge  seas, 
and signalling SOS-SOS with her lamp. 

When we were within range the French skipper 
told us that he had lost his rudder, and that he 
planned to return to Sydney, fit a new rudder and 

restart the race. We stood by the stricken KRITER 
for two hours hut there was little we could do 
except wish her well and tell them that we would 
see them in Dover soon. We resumed our sail 
Eastwards while KRITER  II turned Northwards for 
Sydney. By rigging up a makeshift rudder KRITER  
II reached Sydney, had a new rudder fitted and 
was permitted to start to race again on 27th Jan 
76. A remarkable feat of seamanship and a fine 
example of the Frenchmens’ professionalism.

Meanwhile the race continued as the Australian 
yacht ANNACONDA II was hard on our heels. We 
crossed the International Date Line on Tue 30th 
Dec and so put our clocks back one day. On the 
first Tuesday we covered 200 miles and on the 
second only 120 as we were becalmed during the 
night, such tho’ is the sailors life.

Thursday 1st January 1976 found GREAT BRITAIN 
II at 57° South 164° West still logging an average 
180 - 200 miles per day. Having crossed the date 
line every mile sailed was towards England rather 
than away from England. 

In the big seas and steady winds from astern 
GREAT BRITAIN III surfed quite happily down 
the waves at up to 20 knots. All it needed was 
an iron nerve and steel arms from the helmsman 
to keep her going flat out all the time. In these 
conditions the helmsmen were changed every 30 
to 40 minutes. I see from my personal log of the 
voyage that at 2115 hours we passed through the 
area where Bernard Hoskyns was lost overboard 
from GREAT BRITAIN II in the Whitbread Round 
the World Race in 1974.  I quote “we had a small 
impromptu service grouped round the steering 
cockpit just forward of the mizzenmast, all the 
crew were there, with their own thoughts, as we 
lowered our old battered Red Ensign into the sea 
as an act of remembrance to him and all others 
who have passed this way - but who have not got 
home again. A simple act of faith like this out here 
in the remotest part of the ocean in the world takes 
on a special significance. It could, can and does 
happen to the best of us so easily, so quietly, and 
so finally - pray God we get ourselves, all 16, and 
our little ship safely home in due course. 

During the early days in January we eventually 
sailed as far South as 65°  20’ South. Very cold and 
iceberg country and now the deck watch had one 
further chore to do, which was to maintain a full-
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time iceberg watch. A great many icebergs were 
sighted and avoided. To hit one of these would 
have been 16 times fatal and throughout January 
the watertight bulk head door was fitted just in 
case. The icebergs were menacingly beautiful, 
all shapes and sizes, all colours and all hues. 
The largest we saw was some 4 miles long and 
approximately 200 feet high. A large flat topped 
tabular berg which was about 3 miles to the north 
of us. When you consider that only one tenth of an 
iceberg is above the water, how large it really was 
defies imagination. It will probably be drifting round 
the South  Pacific for the next 20 or 30 years! The 
smallest iceberg seen was approximately the size 
of an armchair with about 1 foot of ice showing 
above the surface. Very dangerous indeed, to a 
fast moving fibreglass yacht, and not visible from 
the deck more than 100 feet ahead.  It was very 
cold indeed with snow flurries and sometimes 
sleet, it took some 30 minutes to get fully dressed 
to face  the deck watch.  

Our best days sailing were in the Furious Fifties 
and  on January 5th we logged 270 miles in one 
day. Just for interest  the water temperature in 
this part of the Pacific Ocean is 1 degree above 
freezing and the survival time if you fell in is worked 
out in minutes. When the skipper considered it 
necessary to be clipped on with our life lines, we 
clipped on when on deck at night everyone always 
clipped on to the yacht regardless. The further 
South we sailed and because we were in the 
Southern hemisphere the hours of darkness got 
shorter and shorter. On one day the sun set in the 
West at 2230 hours and rose in the East at 0130 
hours the following day. During the interval the sky 
was light enough to be able to read a paperback 
novel on deck without a torch.

At 1940 hours on Thursday 15th January GREAT 
BRITAIN II and her crew passed due South of 
Cape Horn. Too far off shore to create much of 
an impression except that it was the dreaded 
Cape. A gale arrived at 1540 hours with winds of 
40 - 47 knots, and we careered past in the half 
light only to be becalmed in the moonlight later on 
Friday morning. It had taken us 25 days 23 hours 
and 40 minutes to reach the “corner” of South. 
America and from now on we could head North 
and Eastwards for England. 

On Thursday 22nd Jan we considered and proved 
mathematically that we were just about half way 
home and had some 6,895 miles still to sail, 
according to the chart the depth of the sea at the 
halfway point is 2,926 fathoms (some 17,556 feet 
deep.) And so our life went on for approximately 
another month. The days flowed into each other, 
if that is the correct word to use at sea, watches 
came and went and GREAT BRITAIN II kept up 
her 180 - 210 miles per day and each minute was 
nearer that hot bath, level bed and terra firma. 
As we sailed towards the equator the weather 
got hotter and we started to wear less and less. 
T shirts, shorts and sandals and then shorts and 
sandals and then ........

Flying fish started to come aboard during the night 
and large shoals were seen during the day in their 
mad dash to get away from the white hull. Dolphins 
and Porpoises were in attendance for hours on 
end and no matter what speed the yacht made, 
they were always ahead of us. The Atlantic was 
a beautiful blue and clear, and it was possible to 
watch a  ration tin sinking down through the water 
for 60 to 70 feet.  With bright sun and a lot of glare 
off the white sails, the fibre glass deck got too hot 
to sit on, and below it  became like an oven, and 
all sorts of wind scoops were rigged up to funnel 
the air down into the yacht. Meanwhile the BBC 
World News told us of snow and sleet in all parts 
of Britain.

On 1st February our 43rd day at sea our fresh 
water state was 235 gallons and dividing this by 
our ration of 7 gallons per day, we had sufficient 
water for another 33 days, provided all was well 
and the tanks did not spring a leak. We also had 
another 27 days  rations left, so we had to be in by 
Saturday 20th February or we would start getting 
hungry. If we kept an average of 180 miles per 
day, we would, or should be home by 26th/27th 
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February. If we went faster say 220 miles per day 
we could be in by 20th/21st February. If we went 
slower who knows when we would get in and so 
the tension built up and I as ‘Purser’ started to do 
mental arithmetic sums over water and rations, 
the whole situation depended on the weather and 
winds over which we had no control or say.

My wedding anniversary came and went and 
in spite of trying for one and a half hours to get 
through on the radio telephone without any luck, 
I was delighted to receive a morse message (all 
dots and dashes) from the Radio Operator from 
Nan, but it cost me a bottle of whisky to bribe him 
to put it into English for me.

Friday 6th February saw us crossing the Equator. 
“Too Darn Hot” is the main quote from my log. We 
did not hold any celebrations except for a large 
meal in the evening, using up old rations, hut there 
was a great feeling of relief that we had been able 
to get through the Doldrums so quickly and easily. 
Had there been a signpost on the Equator where 
we crossed it, it would have read Dover 3,355 
miles, Cape Horn 3,968 miles.

Monday 9th February my log reads 5 degrees 31’ 
north 28 west approximately 530 miles North of 
the Equator.

Thursday 12th of February we had our only serious 
breakage on board, when one of the steering 
cables carried away. The emergency tiller was 
quickly rigged and by balancing the sails, we were 
able to maintain the same course and same speed 
while a new pre-cut length of cable was shackled 
into the steering lines to replace the worn out bit. 
In all the job took some 25 minutes. The watch 
on deck of which I was a part, were awarded the 
skippers “Gold Star Award”, we later celebrated 
with our second to last bottle of champagne.

Monday 16th February only 1,917 miles to go. 
The large spinnaker was hoisted at 1030 am 
and stayed up until 0400 Tuesday 17th when it 
fell down into the sea. The halliard had chaffed 
through and we sailed over the sail and eventually 
hauled it in over the stern, not the best way to 
handle 7500 square feet of lightweight sail but in 
this case the only way!

Saturday 21st February our 62nd day at sea and 
only 975 miles to Dover. Getting there but very 
slowly, 4 days to go?? Just have to wait and see.

The  62nd day slipped into the 63rd, approximately 
750 miles to go. The 63rd day slipped into the 
64th day with 220 miles to Ushant and 513 miles 
to Dover. Yacht’s speed 10 knots, wind light 
and from the starboard quarter, so up goes the 
spinnaker to help us on our way to the Channel 
entrance. Our expected time of arrival is set for 
noon Wednesday 25th February and our base at 
Gosport and the Financial Times are informed, so 
that suitable home coming arrangements can be 
made.

Tuesday 24th February saw GREAT BRITAIN 
II sailing up the Channel with all sails set and 
England just out of sight on the port side. The odd 
headland of the South Coast appeared through 
the mist and caused a lot of excitement on board. 
A Royal Air Force Nimrod patrol aircraft flew out 
to meet us and to take photographs for the World 
press. All hands quickly lined the gunwhale and 
streamed our 50 foot long Rule Brittania banner 
with its 2 foot high red letters. 

Our last night at sea came early and went by very 
very slowly. The seconds seemed minutes and the 
minutes seemed to be as long as the hours. The 
longest watches of the whole voyage occurred on 
the night of 24th February. Excitement was intense 
and even off watch it was hard to sleep! Breakfast 
and Lunch on the 25th February came and went - 
so much for our estimated time of arrival of noon 
on this day, our amended estimated time of arrival 
is now 2130 hours at Dover. All agencies informed, 
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including wives, families and well wishers who 
were all assembling at Dover. At 1430 hrs, the Isle 
of Wight was abeam and visible through the mist. 
Little interest in food which had been prepared 
for the last time by the mother watch. “Saving 
my appetite for dinner ashore tonight” was the 
common cry by most of the crew.

Beachy Head - Dungeness - Folkestone Pier - 
all the old familiar South Coast landmarks came 
and slipped past us. “Who wants supper at 1900 
hours”?

The tide turns at 1800 hours so we must get, past 
Dungeness or else. “Up spinnaker, up Big Boy, up 
Mizzen Stay Sail” “keep her going” - “come on for 
Gods sake blow” - “whistle you fools, whistle up the 
wind” were all comments heard about the yacht. It 
got dark, really dark, very quickly this night, but 
it did let us see the lights of Dover Harbour and 
the finishing line sooner and to cut a long long 
emotional and exciting story short, we crossed the 
finishing line at 2332 hours 25th February 1976. 

An armada of boats came out to meet us, some 
with families on, TV crews, Financial Times 
representatives and even some dear old faces 
from Sydney were there to see us in. TV arc 
lights, flares, ships sirens, verey lights, and lots 
of thunder flashes were all in evidence and the 
“Doverites” must have been reminded of World 
War II again. Our last bottle of Kriter champagne 
was cracked over the yachts stern head, as a 
small thank you to a fine yacht that had broken 
the record round the world.

At last alongside and all hell let loose, husbands 
couldn’t find wives, wives couldn’t find husbands, 
EXCITEMENT. What was it like? Well done etc., etc, 
pose here pose there, kiss her again. Champagne 
(Kriter of course) corks popping all over the ship 
- glasses? no, use the bottle. Don’t pollute the 
harbour please, no litter to be thrown overboard. 
The whole intense gamut of excitement, of relief, 
of tiredness, of achievement, of love, were felt 
over and over again that dark cold night alongside 
in Dover. We all felt somewhat reluctant to leave 
our Great Britain II after so long, she had done us 
well in every possible way for 65 days  and nights 
in all sorts of weather.

I experienced a very funny feeling as I stepped 
ashore from her and back to life ashore with MFO 

boxes, taxmen, car insurances, bank managers 
and all the other delights  of a landlubbers life.

In conclusion after a 2 hour bath between 0200 - 
0400 hours on Thursday 26th February and trying 
to sleep in a level dry bed we were back on board 
at 1100 hours tidying up and breaking up our 
marine way of life (seafarers life?) We had three 
days rations plus quite a lot of bits and pieces, 
so could have gone on if needed. There were 13 
bottles of gin and 3 bottles of rum in the Pursers 
wine locker, and 66  gallons of water left in the 
ships tanks. 

The yacht was there, the sails were OK, and we 
could all have quite willingly gone on again.

Was it worth it?  Without hesitation YES. A lot of 
us grew up on the voyage not least the writer who 
was the oldest on board and also the most senior 
gentleman.

 
  

Great Britain II
Outright winner of

Financial Times Clipper Race
1975 - 76
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CANTERBURY REUNION
AND  SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

SUNDAY 5TH AUGUST 2012

At top: The Inspection.
At left and below: The parade to the Cathedral. 
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Above left: Maurice Samson, above right Alan 
Buddle and at left Harry King, all with the Lord 
Lieutenant and Colonel Champion.
Maurice, Alan and Harry had each been 
presented with very well deserved Association 
Meritorious Service Certificates.

Above
The March Past

Above left: The Standards in the Cathedral. Right: Sammy Supple dipping the Canterbury Branch 
standard as the Lord Lieutenant, Colonel Champion and the Lord Mayor 

prepare to lay their wreaths.
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So, which one is the Mad Hatter?

The Lord Lieutenant talking with Alf Baker L to R: Major John Barrell, the Lord Lieutenant with 
Peter Johns

Owen Stemp with his 
Grandson Ryan.

WW2 veteran, Sydney Peck, 
with his Grandson.

Jimmy Arnold and colleague 
studying a squad photo.
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MAIDSTONE REUNION
Sunday 16th Sept 2012

At left:  Standard Bearers. At right: Majors John Barrell and John Norton talking to veterans.

Lt. Colonel Phillip Critchley inspecting the 
Band

Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL with the Cadets

Captain Micky Gwilliam inspecting the Cadets.Major John Barrell inspecting the front rank.
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Lt. Colonel and Mrs Critchley meeting the 
Mayor and Mayoress.

The Page Turners laying poppies on the Books of 
Remembrance.

Weald Branch Standard Bearer, 
Brian Batchelor, handing the 

standard to Revd.  Christopher 
Morgan Jones, Vicar of All Saints.

The official party

The Parade formed up in 
Brenchley Gardens
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The Adams Family!
Left to right: Younger son David, Dad Doug and son Derek.
Doug served with 1st Bn QORWK in Malaya and Derek 
served with 4th/5th Bn TA. Revd Major David Adams has, 
as we go to print, just returned from Afghanistan after a six 
month tour as Padre to 1st. Bn Duke of Lancaster’s Regt.

The reunion lunch during which the band played.

Major John Barrell presenting the retiring 
Bandmaster WO1 Ian Harding with a bottle 

of Bubbly.

Les Crouch and Ron Barton two of 
our few surviving WW2 veterans

The Corps of Drums-and what a brilliant 
performance

The Swingtime Sweethearts
Le’arna and Annie
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Above: Simon Lace AMA, Museums & Heritage 
Manager, Maidstone Museum & Bentlif Art Gallery, 
seen here with Major John Barrell OBE TD, 
receiving on behalf of the Maidstone Museum, a 
framed photo of the medals of the Healey family 
from Arthur Healey MBE.

Above: The medals in the framed photo are 
those of Drum Major George Healey and his 
4 sons Sgt. Tim Healey, Cpl George Healey, 
Sgt. Ron Healey MM and Cpl. Arthur Healey 
MBE. All served in the Queen’s Own- a total 
of 94 years of service to Monarch, country, 
county and Regiment- an outstanding and 
unique record.

The Swingtime Sweethearts seen here with four 
of their fans.

Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL, under the 
watchful eye of Les Crouch a Kohima veteran, 

presenting the Iraq campaign medal to 
Calvyn Sills who served for 6 years with 2nd 
Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Regiment.

In that time Calvyn completed a 6 month tour 
in Iraq as a ‘top gunner’.

Calvyn did not receive his medal on schedule 
and Colonel Champion tracked it down 

and arranged for it to be presented at the 
Reunion.

Calvyn, with his partner, has three children 
and lives in Sittingbourne

On the right of this picture, Mr E W Godfrey an Ex 
Buff, who had travelled from the Isle of Arran for 

the reunion. Well done great to see you.
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LONDON BUFFS PARADE
AND  SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

Sunday 2nd September 2012

Above and left:  
The Parade.

Right: Parade 
Marshall Sammy 

Supple talking with 
the buglers

Above: Standard Bearers Joe Correa and Alan Buddle.

Above left and right and below : The Inspection
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LAST POST

LT. COLONEL ERNEST EDLMANN OBE., MC

Captain James Lunn remembers-

Thank God for the life of Colonel Ernest Edlmann 
- A remarkable life - at times very hard (POW 

& cancer) but one never heard him complain.

He had a set of values that many, sadly, now 
consider unfashionable - honesty, integrity, 
courtesy, generosity and modesty.

Born 28th April 1914 - his 
father died of wounds in 
Mesopotamia in 1915. He 
and his elder brother were 
educated at Wellington. 
Although he enjoyed 
his time there having a 
Germanic name they were 
bullied. Mother considered 
changing the school but 
they persuaded her not 
to. After Wellington Ernest 

went to Sandhurst and was commissioned into the 
Buffs in 1934 joining 2nd Bn. Serving Shorncliffe, 
Borden, 1936 Palestine (Arab Rebellion) & 
Pembroke Dock (1937 represented the Bn in 
Coronation Procession of King George VI)

At the beginning of the 2nd World War Ernest went 
with the 2nd Bn to Belgium preparing defences on 
the Belgium frontier during the cold “phoney War”.

On 21st May 1940 he was sent forward as the 
Intelligence Officer to plot the enemy positions 
near Oudenard. On the way back the Germans 
started an attack and he found that ‘C’ Company 
were without their Company  Commander, as 
he was away liaising with the next door Bn. (4 
RWK). Ernest immediately took over command 
and personally arming himself with a bren put up 
considerable resistance. On returning to his CO 
(Col Hamilton) he was told that he would be put up 
for an immediate MC.

During the following week Ernest was made 
Adjutant (previous occupant had been wounded 
and evacuated). The Bn was ordered to withdraw 
to a position south of Dunkirk and stay and fight. 
At a later stage a message was sent for them to 
withdraw to Dunkirk, but it was not received. Sadly, 
the Germans were too strong and on 29th May 

1940 he was taken prisoner and at a later stage he 
heard that he had been awarded the MC.

Ernest spent most of the European war as a 
prisoner, but he was not the type to take it lying 
down. Three times he attempted to escape but 
was recaptured twice. (Once he escaped from 
solitary confinement and boarded a goods train 
for about thirty miles before recapture).

On the third occasion (11th March 1945) he made 
it with a friend to the American lines but nearly got 
shot by them. As he said “It would just have been 
my luck to have been killed by our allies”. The 
Americans did lock them up for a bit as suspected 
Nazis disguised in British uniform and with the 
name of Edlmann!

After repatriation he was offered a place at Staff 
College, but in typical Ernest style he refused as 
he felt that he had not done enough for his country 
in the war and volunteered and joined the 2nd Bn 
The Buffs in Java on active service fighting the 
anti-Dutch rebels.

Early 1947 he returned to UK and on 1st March he 
married his beloved Molly and took her by ship out 
to Hong Kong and rejoined his Bn.

They had met in 1945 when Ernest was staying 
with his Mother recovering from being a POW. 
Molly was on a motor cycle course at Aldershot in 
the WRAC. Ernest never rode on the pillion. They 
had an agreement but only made the final decision 
to get married in 1947 and they never looked back.

After the war Ernest held many interesting 
appointments including Comd of the Depot, 
Military Attache Copenhagen as a temporary 
Lt Col and accompanied the King and Queen 
on State Visit to London and was subsequently 
awarded the Royal Danish Order of Commander 
of the Dannebrog.

In 1953/54 he served with the 1st Bn in Kenya 
during the Mau Mau troubles as a Coy Comd 
and as 2ic. He then went for two years to The 
Junior Leaders Bn at Plymouth as 2ic and Chief 
Instructor.

On 1st Feb 1957 Ernest was promoted Lt Col and 
took command of the 1st Bn The Buffs. Nothing 
could have given him greater pleasure and pride. 
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Six months into his tour he had the unenviable 
task of telling the Bn that after 389 years The 
Buffs were to be amalgamated with the RWK in 
1961. He told me with that wonderful impish smile 
how he had orders not to open the envelope until 
the 24th July (the day of the announcement) but 
“obviously I could not wait and succeeded in 
carefully sealing it again!” His time in command 
covered a short time in Germany, A year in Aden 
on Internal Security Duties and finally back to 
Germany. He commanded a very happy Bn. 
Although he sometimes wore a stern expression 
he was distinguished by his unfailing courtesy, 
interest in other people and modesty.

In Oct 1959 he retired from the active list and 
became Chief Recruiting Officer, Western 
Command. A job he did so well that he was 
awarded the OBE. From 1970 to 1979 he was 
Schools Liaison Officer and finally retired after 45 
years service never having served with any Regt 
but the Buffs.

Ernest was a very keen sportsman and in his youth 
an above average athlete. He used to hunt and 
had a love of music. He could play the piano and 
organ by ear. In later life he took up fishing and I 
was lucky enough to spend many happy hours on 
his river Arrow and on the Test and Itchen with him 
and Molly. No better companions could Jan and I 
have on the river.

Ernest used to tell me that he would not have got 
anywhere in life without the support and love of 
Molly. He was so proud of his family Tessa,  Anne 
and Nell and their families and the party they gave 
on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in 2007 
was mentioned on many occasions and how 
grateful he was for all the support they had given 
over the last few trying years. 

Sadly he passed away on 28th April, his 98th 
birthday, having had a full and remarkable life. He 
leaves a terrible void, but wonderful memories. 
Our thoughts go to all his family.

Ernest had strong Christian beliefs and I am going 
to finish with something that he suddenly quoted 
to me one lovely May evening sitting by the River 
Test, wine in hand. He had caught his limit of trout.

“God grant that I may live to fish 
Until my dying day. 

And when it comes to my last cast 
I then most humbly pray 

When in the Lord’s safe landing net 
I’m peacefully asleep 

That in his mercy I be judged 
As good enough to keep”

I am sure he need have no worry on that score.

COLIN G. FRASER 

18 February 1934 - 22 February 2012

As a National Service subaltern Colin joined 
the battalion in Malaya and was posted to ‘C’ 

Company. He proved to be a very dependable 
junior officer with a gift for organisation in any task 
that he was asked to carry out.

Following his service with the regular army he 
was required by the rules at the time to serve for a 
period in the Territorial Army. He enjoyed this and 
stayed on to Command the company at Tonbridge 
until in the late 60’s business commitments forced 
him to leave. Colin was awarded the Territorial 
Decoration for his service, which typically he 
never mentioned. He was a great supporter of the 
Regiment and the Territorial Army and attended 
many regimental events. 

He obtained a law degree from Cambridge 
followed by articles with Johnson-Hicks and Co., 
London where he specialised in copyright law.

Colin married Gay in December 1963 this was 
followed by the purchase of their home High Trees 
in Dorking in November 1964 where daughter 
Fiona arrived just two weeks later. Son Andrew 
arrived in 1967.

WALTER (Wally) JENNER

Walter’s nephew read the eulogy at the funeral:- 

Wally was my Uncle but I have been asked to 
read these words written by Lesley, Mandy 

and Mark so will refer to him as “Dad”.

Dad was born 91 years ago in Four Elms near 
Edenbridge. The fifth of six children he was 
destined to a life on the Farm until he won a 
scholarship to Tunbridge Wells Technical School. 
There he completed a clerical course before 
starting work with a firm of solicitors. 

This blossoming career was however frustrated by 
the outbreak of World War Two. Being a member 
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of the Territorial Army Dad was one of the first to 
be conscripted and willingly answered the call to 
arms despite protestations from his father.

You will also understand that although this was a 
terrible and traumatic time for all, it did open up 
the world to young men from humble backgrounds 
and Dad served in France, Belgium, Iraq, India 
and Burma.

He was one of the dwindling number of Dunkirk 
Veterans. He was immensely proud of his Army 
days and was an enthusiastic supporter of his old 
regiment The Queen’s Own Royal West Kents 
and its reunions through which he stayed in touch 
with many ex-colleagues some of whom he had 
even been at school with and are with us today. 
He always felt his Army career was nicely rounded 
off when he was invited to the TA Centenary in 
Canterbury Cathedral in 2008 where he was 
introduced to the then Chief of the General Staff, 
General Sir Richard Dannatt.

Dad was also a committed Freemason with whom 
he served for almost 60 years. He rose to high 
rank and was held in high esteem by his Fellow 
Masons.

In 1942 Dad married Nancy, his childhood 
sweetheart and subsequent to his return from War, 
he joined Philips Electrical and set about raising a 
family, Lesley and Lynda first followed by Mandy 
and Mark 10 years later. The family moved from 
Edenbridge to Kemsing in 1958 where Dad lived 
for nearly 50 years, becoming a well-known and 
popular member of the community.

It was during his time in Kemsing that Dad met 
Betty and a few years ago deciding he could no 
longer tend his much loved and beautiful garden 
they moved to Folkestone where they spent six 
happy years in the splendour of The Grand.

Four years ago Dad lost his central vision.  This 
was a terrible blow to a man who so loved to read 
and write. It did however put him in touch with 
Blind Veterans UK [formerly St Dunstan’s] who 
have been so good to him, providing equipment, 
support and some wonderful lunches.

Dad was one of life’s true Gentlemen, always 
polite, smart and very good company. He was 
adored by the family and was well respected by all 
who met him. He touched so many lives in those 
91 years and we all feel privileged to have known 
him. He will be greatly missed.

CAPTAIN PETER DORESA MC

Peter Doresa who passed away aged 87 on 1st 
February 2012 fought at the Battle of Kohima.

From April 6th  1944, 
for a period of almost 

2 weeks, 4th Battalion The 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
regiment successfully defended 
Kohima against the relentless 
bombardment and continual 
attacks by mass Japanese 
infantry. Lt. Doresa a Platoon 
Commander  in ‘D’ Company, 
was ordered to clear the enemy 

from some huts which surrounded an ammunition 
dump. He went forward and bombed the position 
setting the dump ablaze. The Japanese were 
driven into the open by the exploding ammunition 
where they were shot, Doresa, although wounded 
accounted for 12.

Later in the battle, the Japanese infiltrated the 
West Kent’s position. Doresa waited until they 
were within a few yards of his trench before giving 
the order to fire with devastating effect.

Peter Doresa was awarded an immediate MC. 
Lance Corporal Harman, who served in the same 
company, was posthumously awarded the VC in 
the same action.

After the battle he was wounded again in the 
advance from Imphal.

After retiring from the army he made a successful 
career in photography. Peter Doresa married 
Coral Millard in 1947. She predeceased him and 
he is survived by their two daughters.

ERNEST WILLIAM (ERNIE) PACKMAN

Ernie died on the 14th of February aged 100,.  

Born on 9th November 
1911 in Sandwich, 

Kent as the eldest of four 
children of which he is 
the last to go and the only 
one to reach 100. His 
father was a signalman 
on the railways and 
we understand that at 

some stage in Ernie’s early life the family moved 
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to Halstead railway cottages near Polhill. After 
leaving school Ernie worked as a gardener at the 
Chartwell estate for Winston Churchill who had 
bought the estate in 1922 but he soon enlisted in 
the army on the 29 October 1930 at the age of 19 
years. Joining the Royal West Kent Regiment for 
seven years initially, Ernie signed up subsequently 
for a further 2 terms of 5 years each so serving in 
the Regiment for some 17 years in total. Signing 
up proved not just to be an escape from gardening 
but an opportunity for a Kent lad to see the world. 

Ernie was posted to India from 1931 to 1937 serving 
primarily as a signaller based in Bangalore. It was 
a privilege to see his many regimental photos, 
especially those showing him playing sport as 
he was a great sportsman – he played cricket, 
swam and was in a boxing team with medals to 
prove his skill. After further postings abroad Ernie 
returned to England in 1939 just in time to be sent 
to France for the Second World War in 1939. Ernie 
was evacuated from the Dunkirk beaches on 1st 
June 1940. 

By 1947 he was working for the MOD at Fort 
Halstead as a firefighter and it was here some 6/7 
years later he met Millie who also worked there and 
whom he married in March 1958. Ernie worked for 
the Ministry of Defence until his retirement. 

It seems hard to credit, to know that Ernie won’t 
be sitting right over there by the pillar every 
Sunday at the 1015 service. And who will forget 
our Remembrance Day commemoration with a 
difference? After over 200 people filed out to the 
War Memorial for the traditional act of observance 
most of us trooped right back in afterwards to share 
Ernie Packman’s splendid 100th birthday cake 
made by a member of the congregation, Angelica 
Pitts. And who could forget Ernie’s regular reply to 
an inquiry about his health, ‘Oh, I’m all right. It’s 
me legs that are troubling me’. This from a man in 
his late 90s who still  managed to get down to the 
High Street most weekdays and to church virtually 
every Sunday. No, wonder we all thought he was a 
permanent presence – that he’d always be with us 
as Ernie had been blessed not just with longevity 
but health and mind to enjoy his long life. 

His first marriage having broken down Ernie 
met his second wife Millie [Mildred] in 1953/54 
when he and she both worked at Fort Halstead. 
They married on 22nd March 1958 when Ernie 
was 46 and Millie 47 with Ernie acquiring two 
stepdaughters, Ann and Margaret, to add to his 

three children. After marriage Ernie and Millie first 
set up home in St Mary Cray but they moved to 
Brighton to be close to Millie’s sister who had been 
unwell. Ernie and Millie had been happily married 
for some 34 years when Ernie was widowed in 
1992. Unhappy on his own in Brighton after he 
was widowed, his stepdaughter Margaret brought 
him back to Orpington to be close to him.  

Pam and Mike Farr who faithfully brought Ernie to 
church every Sunday have written these words ‘We 
shall remember Ernie as a gentle gentleman, kind 
and courteous and showing appreciation. Taking 
him to church every Sunday he loved looking at 
the gardens and trees and always commented on 
the flowers, especially the roses. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him for as one sympathizer 
has simply said ‘He was a wonderful old man’. 

HAROLD GATEHOUSE

Harold passed away on Wednesday, 7th December 
2011 after a long illness bravely borne.

He was born in Simla on 
5th October 1924, the son 

of Lt Col Robert Gatehouse of 
the 26th Light Cavalry, Indian 
Army. His idyllic childhood 
stopped when at the age of 
six, he boarded the Moldavia 
bound for a Prep school in 
Folkestone, and it was here 
that Harold began his life-long 
love of cricket - supporting 
Kent County team.

From Folkestone he went to St Paul’s Choir School 
having passed much to his surprise, the entrance 
exam which included a voice trial. It was at this 
school that he sang at the Silver Jubilee of George 
V and at the Coronation of King George VI.

In 1939, with the Choir School behind him, he 
went to Wellington College where he excelled in 
the classroom and on the sports field. He started 
to learn Russian which would become very useful 
later on, and also Urdu as it was felt that his future 
career was with the Indian Army. In November 
1942 his application to join was approved and, as 
a cadet wearing the cap badge of the Royal Scots, 
he set sail for India.

In October 1943, after completing OTC Mhow, 
he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt in the Royal 
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Garhwal Rifles, seeing active service in the 
Arakan, before moving on to Brigade HQ as BLO 
and also, as understudy to the Brigade 10. He 
went on to see more action in Malaya as Company 
Commander and, at the end of the war, with Indian 
independence looming, he began to consider his 
immediate future, deciding to apply for a regular 
commission in the British army.

Harold went before the RCB on 9th June 1946 
in Bangalore and, of the 16 candidates, was one 
of only 3 to pass. He chose, as his regimental 
preference, The Buffs and on 14 February 1947 
he was gazetted as a Lieutenant and one of his 
earliest duties was to act as ADC to the Colonel-
in-Chief, Prince George of Denmark.

1948 saw him in Hong Kong as Platoon 
Commander under Lt Col Joe Parry and, in 
October of that year, he became acting ADC to 
the GOC, General Mark Matthews. It was during 
this time that Harold requested further tuition in 
Russian and, after less than a year as 10 with the 
battalion, now in Khartoum, he found himself in 
London learning Russian at the School of Slavonic 
and East European Studies.

This proved successful and, in early 1952, he took 
an Advanced Intelligence course at Maresfield 
and was subsequently posted to the Field Security 
Unit in Graz, then later to Intorg in Vienna with the 
rank of Captain. It was in Vienna that he met his 
future wife, Pamela, and one of their first dates 
was a tour of the Viennese sewers on the strength 
of the film “The Third Man”!!

In July 1954 Harold re-joined the 1st Battalion as 
Company 2IC under Major Barry McGrath MC. 
The battalion had been sent to Kenya because 
of the Mau Mau uprising and, in the dense 
jungle conditions, he found his experiences in 
Burma invaluable. After Kenya he was appointed 
Adjutant, 4 Buffs (TA), under the command of Lt 
Col Sandy Alexander MBE and, on promotion 
to Major in 1958, his next posting was to Mons 
Officer Cadet School. It was during this time that 
his first daughter, Katherine, was born.

Mons was followed in 1960 by a complete change, 
with a posting to BRIXMIS in West Berlin as GS02 
where his work was to monitor the activities of 
Soviet forces in the DDR. It was whilst serving in 
BRIXMIS that Harold was awarded his MBE. This 
was a posting that Harold particularly enjoyed and 

it was during this period that the Berlin Wall was 
erected.

After Berlin it was back to the battalion as Company 
Commander, The Queen’s Own Buffs (the 
amalgamated regiment of The Buffs and the Royal 
West Kent Regiment) stationed at Colchester. A 
short training course in Canada was followed by 
a nine month tour of British Guyana where the 
battalion undertook policing duties. Returning to 
the UK in January 1965, it was not long before he 
was posted again to Germany, this time as BLO 
to SOXMIS based in Bunde, West Germany. His 
second daughter, Caroline, was born in Rinteln. 
This was an enjoyable posting looking after the 
Russian Mission, but he found he had to be very 
wary of the way the Russians knocked back the 
vodka.

From Bunde he returned to England and a posting 
to GCHQ at Cheltenham. It was here that Harold 
finally put down some roots buying a Victorian 
house and establishing a base for the family. But 
not for long - the USA beckoned and it was at the 
National Security Agency that Harold spent the 
next four years.

He returned to GCHQ in 1974, and remained there 
as Chief Instructor of the Language School before 
retiring from the Army.

The roaming continued, however, and for the 
next 7 years, he worked at the Oman Research 
Department, Oman before finally retiring to 
Sotogrande, Spain, enjoying the sun and a more 
relaxed way of life for 23 years. Sadly illness 
brought this to an end and he and the family 
returned to Cheltenham where he lived for the 
next two years until his sad passing. But it had 
been a wonderful life and how much he enjoyed it.

TROOPER CYRIL HENNESSY

D-Day veteran of 141 
Regiment Royal 

Armoured Corps (The 
Buffs).   This obituary was 
given by Martin Hennessy , 
Cyril’s nephew: -

Cyril was born in Crayford, 
Kent on 10 May 1912, the 
fourth of eight children. 
He attended St. Joseph’s 

RC School in Crayford where he enjoyed art and 



46 47

sports, particularly football. Although small in 
stature, he had a reputation for fearlessness on 
the football field.

In 1941 Cyril was called up to up to serve in The 
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). His battalion 
later retrained as an armoured unit in preparation 
for the invasion of Europe, becoming 141st 
Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps (The Buffs). 
Cyril spoke often of his tank training at Eastwell 
Manor in Kennington, near Ashford.  Cyril landed 
in Normandy on 6 June 1944 in a Churchill 
‘Crocodile’ flame¬thrower tank and he recalled 
that his major fear was that of drowning, and not 
of being killed by enemy action. His regiment 
subsequently moved through France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany, driving the enemy before 
them. During this advance Cyril had a chance 
meeting with his brother Dick, who was serving 
in the Royal Army Medical Corps at a hospital in 
Holland. 141st Regiment’s final action with the 
enemy was at Oldenburg in northern Germany.

After the war Cyril set up a retail greengrocery 
business, trading in Erith. The business was 
successful for nearly twenty years and in 1964 
he and Jennifer decided to purchase a hotel 
in Guernsey, Channel Islands. This was run 
successfully until the mid-1980s when they sold 
up and retired to Broadstairs, later moving to a 
bungalow in St. Peter’s. Cyril continued to live 
in the bungalow after the death of his beloved 
Jennifer in 2000, until increasing age and infirmity 
decided him to go into the British Legion Home at 
Maurice House in Broadstairs. Here he was well 
looked after until his death, which took place on 
10 May 2012.

Cyril died on his 100th birthday. RIP.

MAJOR EDWARD ALAN (TED ) TAYLOR 
M.B.E

15th May 1935 – 24th August 2012

The following tribute was given by James Oliver, 
Ted’s Cousin.

I was privileged to sit with Ted on the last night of 
his life and had time to study his many photograph 

albums. These illustrated his extraordinary 
and fascinating life during which he visited and 
worked in so many parts of the World, influencing 
the lives of so many people of many races and 
backgrounds.

Ted was born in London, he was an only child and 
his early years were spent under the shadow of 
the Second World War.  After the War, his father 
was a Town Mayor in Germany and it was then 
that Ted became fluent in German – the first of 
many languages he mastered. 

Ted was educated at prep school in Seaford and 
at Sherborne, leaving school at 18 to be called up 
for National Service as a private in the Royal West 
Kent Regiment. He was commissioned within 
a year and shortly found himself as a platoon 
commander in the Suez Canal operation corridor 
after which the battalion moved to Cyprus to spend 
the next 3 years containing the EOKA threat.  In 
1960 Ted was fortunate to be selected as ADC, 
first in Colchester to the GOC East Anglian District 
and then to the Deputy Commander, BAOR, in 
Germany. 

He then realised his particular talent for intelligence 
– first in Germany and later in Cyprus, where he 
also acted as ADC to Sir Hugh Foot, the Governor 
at that time. He was then appointed a desert 
intelligence officer with the Trucial Oman Scouts, 
based in Dubai. This was his initiation in Arabia, 
which became his passion, speaking Arabic 
fluently and spending much time living amongst 
the Bedouin in the Desert. He made many friends 
amongst the ruling families of the Gulf States and 
met many fascinating people, including Wilfred 
Thesiger and Violet Dixon.

In between times, he returned to regimental duties 
in what had now become the Queen’s Own Buffs 
Regiment and I met up with him serving as a 
Company Commander in Hong Kong in 1966. He 
returned to Arabia in 1971, this time in the Sultan 
of Oman’s Armed Forces, and served as a desert 
intelligence officer during the vicious communist-
inspired Dhofar insurrection. I have no doubt that 
he lived dangerously in the mountains of Oman 
and the Hadhramaut but he survived and was 
Best Man at my marriage to Anne in 1973.

After the Oman, Ted returned to Germany, on 
the British Commander-in-Chief’s Mission to 
the Soviets, known as BRIXMIS. This involved 
travelling throughout East Germany in uniform 
and it was here that his remarkable command of 
languages came to the fore. On one occasion, 
he was talking to an Arab student in a Leipzig 
Square when a suspicious East German People’s 
Policeman demanded to know what they were 
discussing. Ted addressed the policeman in 
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German and switched to Arabic to explain the 
policeman’s concerns to the student. Up came a 
Russian officer to investigate and Ted held a three 
way conversation switching instantly between 
the three languages. At this point the British 
Brigadier turned up and Ted then held a four 
way conversation. He was an absolute master of 
languages and even had a smattering of Mandarin 
when he was in the Far East. He absorbed the 
culture of his surroundings, wherever he was in 
the world, and readily empathised with the local 
population of any race or background.

Ted left the Army with the rank of Major in 1978. 
He was awarded the MBE in the 1978 New Years 
Honours for his achievements in BRIXMIS.

After four years’ working in the defence industry 
as a civilian, he could not resist the call of Arabia 
and went to Muscat for five years until 1990 as 
Business Development Manager of a multi-faceted 
major company. This was not a particularly happy 
job and he left Arabia, never to return but with 
many contacts and friends there.

Then Moscow, Russian business was in chaos 
immediately after Perestroika but Ted managed to 
organise and brilliantly run a significant roofing-
material company, Krovtex, jointly owned by the 
American Carlisle Group and a Soviet corporation. 
This was extremely demanding  and Ted was 
under great pressure, particularly when his deputy 
issued him with death threats, surprisingly written 
on Happy Christmas airmail sheets. Ted inspired 
amazing loyalty amongst his 250 workforce 
and made some very strong lasting friendships 
amongst his staff.

Ted was renowned for his culinary skills, his love 
of fine wines and his delight in nature, particularly 
in birds and in his garden.  He was a charming 
and cultured companion and host and loved art, 
classical music and opera. He was an exciting 
driver and almost wrote Anne and me off within 
ten minutes of driving us away from our wedding 
reception. He had other driving encounters and 
loved fast cars.

Sadly, the stress and strain of Moscow proved 
too much for Ted and he suffered his devastating 
stroke close to the Millennium, locking him into 
a few words of vernacular Russian. He could no 
longer read or write. What a devastating blow for 
such a charming, able and sociable man.

That he managed to carry on living an independent 
life at Pentreceithon, his house near Rhayader, for 
12 years speaks volumes for his determination 
and sheer toughness but it also reflects on the 
wonderful support given to him by his local close 
friends and neighbours.  The Community of 
Rhayader also gave Ted enormous confidence, 
through patience and understanding of his huge 
handicap.  May I express Ted’s deepest gratitude 
to you all.

In spite of his condition, Ted managed to carry 
on an active life, travelling to weddings in Russia 
and Italy, a cruise across the Atlantic in Bernard 
Ashley’s yacht, visits to the Bahamas and Florida, 
a safari in South Africa and many trips to London 
and some to Moscow. For a time, he used a 
speaking box with a female voice but he very 
soon persuaded a close friend to translate into 
masculine speak. The unmistakable Senior Naval 
Officer tones of “ Please may I have a gin and 
tonic” and “Please take me to the Army and Navy 
Club” resulted. He was a great mime and with DA, 
NIET, BORGEMOI and ETTA BOM BOM, could 
express his wishes very effectively.

Ted’s final illness really set in about a year ago 
and his condition deteriorated until he needed to 
go first to the wonderful Llandindrod Wells hospital 
and finally home to die. In all of this, the support 
of medical, care and social services professionals 
was outstanding – he was not the easiest of 
patients - but it was a great relief to him to come 
home two weeks ago.

Borgemoi, Ted, thank you for enriching all our lives 
in so many ways.

May you rest in peace.

LT. COLONEL PETER FITZMAURICE 
(BOMBER) WILSON DFC

Peter passed away peacefully on 12th February 
2013 after a short illness.

Born on 5th July 1924 in Seaton, Devon, 
he was educated at Bradfield College and 

Downing College Cambridge where his studies 
were curtailed by war service.

He joined The Buffs and was granted an 
Emergency Commission in 1943. He saw active 
service in NW Europe as a Platoon Commander in 
the Ox & Bucks Light Infantry and was wounded in 
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April 1945. Later that year he received a Regular 
Commission in The Buffs and with them saw 
further active service in Java, Malaya and then 
Hong Kong.

After a course at Staff College he served on the 
staff of General Headquarters Far East Land 
Forces. On returning home he became ADC to 
Major General Kimmins at Dover Castle.

He was seconded to the Glider Regiment in 1951 
and subsequently attended a year’s flying course 
at Air Op School, Middle Wallop. He saw active 
service again on Air Observation duties in the 
Korean War flying Austers. He later commanded 
the unit and competed in excess of 100 sorties 
over the front line and was subsequently awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Following the 
Korean war he saw service in Ireland and later 
with the French Army at Dax learning the art 
of flying the Alouette helicopter. He went on to 
command the Northern Army Group Flight at RAF 
Wildenrath and was appointed personal pilot to 
General James Cassels.

There followed service at the War Office and Air 
Ministry and later became Second-in-Command 
of 653 Squadron in Aden in 1965.

Subsequent appointments were at Headquarters 
Army Aviation at Middle Wallop and the Ministry of 
Defence. He completed his army service in 1978 
as a Lieutenant Colonel at the Directorate of Flight 
Safety (RAF).

After three years as an Executive in the Food 
Manufacturers’ Federation he was appointed 
Clerk to the Worshipful Company of Bakers in 
1981, a post he held until his retirement in 1992 
and for which he was granted the Freedom of the 
City of London.

Based in Lindfield, West Sussex, Peter was married 
to Renata with two sons. His hobbies included 
game fishing, shooting, skiing, ornithology, 
philately, gardening and golf.

Tragically paralysed from the waist down after a 
serious heart attack in 2008, he was cared for 
in Compton House Christian Nursing Home in 
Lindfield from 2009.

GRAHAM ARNOTT

Graham passed away on Friday evening the 21st 
September. 

Graham was a staunch supporter of the 
Colchester Branch of the Regimental 

Association and at the time of his passing was the 
Branch Secretary.

RON ARNOTT

Ron died in the Woolwich Hospital on 20th July 
2012, aged 73,

Ron did his National Service (1958-1960) in the 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. He 

had been suffering from Parkinson’s Disease for 
some years.

Ron was Mike Clinch’s batman at Shorncliffe in 
1959, but when Mike went to Oman he became 
batman to the Adjutant, Mike Newall. 

MAJOR MIKE HARE

Col. Crispin Champion writes:-

Mike was a “Surrey” but came to 2 QUEENS 
as Bn 2i/c between Derek Woolstencroft and 

Desmond Butler. He had been very ill, suffering 
from Myeloid Leukaemia. I remember Mike as a 
helpful and efficient officer who had considerable 
charm and while no extrovert had a ready smile 
and a delightful quiet sense of humour.

TED RUNDELL

Ken Tranter writes that his good friend Ted, 
who served in The Buffs from 1939-1946, has 

passed away.

MR. WILLIAM (BILL) ALLINGTON

Bill, who passed away on his 94th birthday,served 
with  6th Bn Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 

Regt during the war.

A ‘Bermondsey Boy’ - he lived most of his long life 
there and in Forest Hill but never strayed far from 
his roots.



48 49

A kind, caring and generous man well know for 
his sense of humour. His leisure time was divided 
between his family and his great love of horse 
racing. His daily routine was to study form at 
breakfast and then potter off to place his bet. Even 
when he was in hospital he still managed to get 
his bet on.

He was always very active and it was only in the 
last three weeks in hospital that he gently declined 
in health until finally slipping away for his final rest.

GEORGE DUNK

George was born on 24th 
April 1929 and grew up 

in Sittingbourne where he 
attended Borden Grammar 
School. He had always been 
interested in the army and 
wanted to follow in his father’s 
footsteps. On 24th January 
1947 he enlisted in The Buffs 
and completed 6 years with 

the colours serving in Suez, Sudan and Hong 
Kong, he remained on the reserve until 1959.

It was whilst serving in the Sudan that he suffered 
appendicitis and as a result of perhaps not 
quite excellent surgical treatment, found himself 
recuperating on a boat going down the Nile at 
expense of the MOD. Nowadays tourists pay a lot 
of money for such an experience although they do 
not have to undergo an operation beforehand.

In May 22nd November 1952, George married 
Mary Godden and they had a son. Sadly Mary 
died in May 2002. Their only son Peter was born 
in 1954 and thanks to George’s swimming skills is 
still here today. Whilst on the beach at Folkestone 
a wave sucked the infant Peter under the waves 
and Dad saved the day.

Between 1958 and 1988 George served in the 
Kent Police and served all over the county retiring 
as a Chief Inspector.

In 2004 George returned to Sittingbourne to live 
and resume his association with his old regiment. 
He became Chairman of Sittingbourne Branch of 
the Regt. Association which was a role that he 
greatly enjoyed and was honoured to perform.

It was on a trip to Ypres in 2004 that he met 
Doreen and whilst reading the Exhortation in the 

Menin Gate that evening he asked her to hold 2 
kilograms of Belgian chocolate-George though 
that he had bought 2 lbs and they lasted the family 
a long time.

They became firm friends and the next 7 years 
they enjoyed the happiest of times. 

Ultimately George lost his long and courageous 
fight against cancer.

He was a loyal, humorous and intelligent man who 
touched and assisted many people throughout his 
life and in so doing enriched their lives. A man held 
in the greatest of esteem by all who knew him.

VICTOR UDEN

Vic was born in 1923 in 
Rochester in Kent.  On 

leaving school he took up an 
apprenticeship as a carpenter 
and joiner. Soon after Vic 
received his call up papers 
and left Kent to go for his initial 
training in Scotland, where he 

grew to love the sound of Scottish bagpipes.  He 
left the Clyde in 1942 with the 5th Battalion of the 
Buffs. He landed at Algiers in the North Africa 
Campaign as an anti-tank gunner.  

After the victory in North Africa he landed with the 
battalion in Sicily, and then to Sorrento in Italy.  Vic 
was at Monte Cassino where a long hard battle 
was fought to capture the monastery.  This was 
one of the fiercest battles of World War 2 and it 
was said that the conditions were akin to those 
of the trenches in World War 1.  It was at Monte 
Cassino that he was wounded in the knee with 
shrapnel, was carried to the Field Hospital by 
motor bike and three weeks later he was back in 
the Front Line.  After Monte Cassino and the long 
hard slog up Italy the battalion finished the war in 
Austria, where he used his skills as a carpenter to 
make wooden Christmas toys for the children.

When the war was over Vic came back to Bodmin 
as a corporal and left the Army to take up a career 
in Mental Health Nursing at St Lawrence’s.  In 
Bodmin he met his wife Ivy and had six children, 
Richard, Christopher, Anne, Denise, Mandy and 
Paul.  He loved his job and worked many hours 
in the hospital and then spending any spare time 
that there was working at Lidcott Farm to earn 
extra money.  He also had his own garden and an 
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allotment to keep up which provided vegetables 
for the family.

The marriage ended and Vic moved to Exmouth 
where he later married Louise and remained there 
for 29 years.  When Louise passed away Vic 
decided to come back to Bodmin to be near his 
family.  He thoroughly enjoyed all the Buff reunions 
in Canterbury and those with the First Army in 
Cornwall and used to attend the British Legion in 
Bodmin.  He also travelled abroad several times 
with his children and especially enjoyed his two 
visits to Monte Cassino, in Italy, where he visited 
the graves to pay homage to his fallen comrades.  
He was also very good at general knowledge 
quizzes and attended the St Lawrence’s Social 
Club once a month to enter the quiz.

Vic began to attend St Petroc’s Church and there 
were very few Sundays that he missed.  He always 
took part in the yearly Remembrance Service 
and Parade in Bodmin and wore his medals and 
regimental beret with pride. 

In his last years Vic would often reminisce about 
his action during the war and was known to be a 
very proud ‘old soldier’.

GEOFFREY (GEOFF) ROBERT  KIRK

141 Regt RAC (The Buffs).

Geoff was born in 
1923 in Hanworth, 

Middlesex where he lived 
for most of his life. After 
secondary education at 
Oreil School he attended 
Twickenham Technical 
College where he excelled 
in cricket and rugby. 
Leaving in 1940 he had 
several jobs before 
working for Sykes who 

produce tank sprockets-a sign of things to come 
for Geoff. In 1943 he enlisted in the The Buffs and 
later with his battalion was transferred to the Royal 
Armoured Corps and the battalion became 141 
Regt RAC (The Buffs) and to a man insisted on 
retaining their Buff cap badges. 

This remarkable and unique unit took part in the 
Normandy landings, Geoff landed on Gold Beach 
on the evening of D Day, with ‘C’ Squadron and 

there started a period of virtually continuous 
action in close support of British, Canadian and 
American units. 

Always in the forefront of the many battles from 
June 1944 until VE Day in 1945 this regiment laid a 
trail of sacrifice and courage which brought many 
decorations and the respect of  all who relied on 
their support.

After demobilisation Geoff worked in the 
construction industry and worked as a site agent 
until retirement.

Geoff met Molly in the late fifties and they were 
married on 28th November 1959 and went on to 
have three children Andrew, Graeme and Fiona.

Geoff was always very involved in the community 
from the church to the Boy Scouts and took a great 
interest in the local area.

His abiding interest was in and for the members of 
141 Regt RAC (The Buffs) and also the Regimental 
Association of The Queen’s Own Buffs and the 
Past & Present Association of London Buffs to all 
of which he dedicated so much of his time. Even 
when he became much less mobile he attended 
many of the Association events.

In the words of his family, he was the nicest man 
we have ever known, nothing was too much trouble 
and he was always willing to help. He will be sadly 
missed by his children, his son in law and daughter 
in law Justin and Ri and by his three grandchildren 
Tamarysk, Daniel and James.

From the Editor:
All of us who knew Geoff held him in the highest 
esteem, he was a courageous man who seemed 
to be quite indomitable, attending Association 
events and parades despite increasing ill health 
and frailty. His presence and support will be sorely 
missed. A very special and much respected Buff.

JAMES (JIM) READ

Jim Read served with 2nd Bn The Buffs 
throughout the war and always proudly wore 

his 14th Army Green Beret when on parade. 

Known to everyone as Jim he was born on 30th 
March 1918 and lived in Sittingbourne for most of 
his life until at the age of 91 he took the decision 
that it was time to be in a home.
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He came from a large 
family, 13 and he was 
the last survivor. Jim 
spent 7 years in The 
Buffs and served in 
Africa, Palestine, India 
and Burma.

He married Sissie in 
1940 and later when 

Sissie became ill Jim looked after her devotedly 
for many years. After she died Jim devoted a great 
deal of time to Sittingbourne Branch of the Queen’s 
Own Buffs and was Branch Chairman  for many 
years and a great supporter of the Association 
and also of The Not Forgotten Association.

Jim was famous for always having a hip flask of 
‘refreshment’ about his person. 

Jim had many hobbies, snooker, darts, bowls and 
old time dancing. 

He  was great company with  a terrific sense of 
humour and it was a privilege to have known him. 
He will be greatly missed.

DR. JOHN MALING MC

In November 1942, 
Maling landed at 

Bougie, Algeria, with 
the 6th Battalion the 
Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment 
(6 QORWK), part of 
36 Infantry Brigade, 78 
Division. In the dash for 

Tunis, the battalion was among the leading troops . 
The Germans reacted quickly, however, and within 
a week had a strong infantry force supported by 
tanks in and around Tunis, as well as complete air 
superiority.

On November 17, after a 20-mile march during 
which they were continuously strafed by bombers, 
the battalion arrived at the village of Djebel Abiod 
at 4am. Maling’s platoon had orders to defend a 
strategically important road junction at all costs.

They were tired and hungry, but they were in 
a forward position and knew that their lives 
depended on the speed at which they could dig 
and camouflage their slit trenches. That afternoon, 

a motorcyclist from a reconnaissance unit arrived 
and said: “The bleeders are coming.”

Eighteen German Mark IV tanks followed by lorry 
loads of infantry rumbled down the road heading for 
Djebel Abiod, unaware of the presence of Maling’s 
platoon, or indeed of Allied anti-tank gunners in 
support. The gunners opened fire with solid shot 
at point-blank range, disabling half the Mark IVs, 
and three lorry loads of infantry stopped 50 yards 
from Maling’s position and started to debus.

Maling, who had held his fire until the leading 
tanks had driven over his slit trenches, then gave 
the order to shoot. His men, armed with three 
Bren guns and about 20 rifles, were well trained 
and could not miss. His platoon killed 40 to 50 of 
the enemy (who turned out to be elite German 
paratroops) for the loss of only one man.

At dusk, the Germans withdrew their surviving 
tanks. As it got dark, Maling realised that he 
had to move, but he did not dare go back to the 
battalion, fearing that they would be so jumpy that 
they would shoot him and his men in the belief that 
they were Germans. He therefore led his men into 
enemy territory and carried out a big encircling 
movement, getting back to his lines at dawn. 
When they were almost there, a German fighter 
plane flew low over them — but they “froze”, and 
managed to escape detection.

When Maling reported to Battalion HQ, officers 
were amazed to see him with his platoon intact. 
A party had been sent out during the night and 
reported that the position had been abandoned. 
His Colonel was convinced that they had all been 
captured. Maling was awarded an MC.

John Allan Maling was born in London on February 
13 1920. His father, George, had been awarded a 
Victoria Cross in France in 1915 while serving with 
the Royal Army Medical Corps.

Young John was educated at Uppingham and 
joined the QORWK on the outbreak of the Second 
World War. On his first night in barracks, he was 
appalled to discover that none of the soldiers wore 
pyjamas and resolved to get commissioned as 
soon as possible. After the action at Djebel Abiod, 
he took part in the capture of Tunis, the invasion of 
Sicily and then the long slog up the length of Italy, 
finishing the war in Austria.

After the conflict he trained at St Thomas’s 
Hospital, then served as a general practitioner in 
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Tunbridge Wells. He retired in 1980 and moved 
to a village nearby, where he enjoyed fishing, 
gardening and reading military history.

John Maling married, in 1952, Judy Haines, who 
survives him with a son and a daughter. Another 
son predeceased him. One of his grandchildren 
will be the sixth generation in the family to have 
become a doctor.

Dr John Maling, born February 13 1920, died 
December 16 2012.

CHARLES (CHARLIE) ATKINS

Charlie who served in 11 Platoon, ‘D’ Company 
1 RWK and  was wounded in the Ulu 

Caledonian Estate ambush has passed away 
aged 82.

ARTHUR GEORGE ROBBINS

Arthur was born on 9th May 1922. Following the 
death of his father when Arthur was only 8, 

the family moved to Alveston. After schooling he 
was employed as a gardener for a Colonel Turner 
at Old Down House. 

When war broke out Arthur tried to join the RAF 
and was unsuccessful and so after a brief time 
as an ARP warden he joined the army and was 
eventually posted to the Queen’s Own and served 
with 1st Battalion in the 8th Army in Italy, Greece 
and Egypt.

He was greatly moved when he witnessed the 
destruction of the Monastery at Monte Cassino.

After the war be worked for the Harnhill Quarry for 
40 years until retirement.

It was his wife June who got him interested in bell 
ringing, a hobby that he carried on to the very end 
of his life during which time he was Captain of the 
Tower and also a Verger and Sexton.

Arthur loved his garden and greenhouse, he had 
a lovely sense of humour and was well known and 
loved by the village and much respected for all 
that he did.

A contented man who never worried, he used 
to say- “there’s no use in worrying, I did all my 
worrying on the ridges of Italy.”

WILLIAM (BILL) THOMAS GAUSDEN

Bill was born on 12th February 1931 in Battersea 
where his mother kept a sweetshop. During the war 
he was evacuated to wales, but on returning home 
found that the sweetshop had been bombed. The 
family then moved to Bognor where they remained 
for the rest of the war then returned to Battersea.

Bill was called up for national Service and joined 
the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regt which 
brought a dramatic change to his life for he was 
sent to serve his time in Malaya and was posted 
to 11 Platoon of ‘D’ Company. Bill’s particular role 
was that of Dog Handler, and with his dog, Melody, 
was employed on patrols for tracking purposes.

When his military service was over he returned to 
work at Covent Garden Market and was married 
and had two children, Kim and Tony. In 1974 the 
market moved to Nine Elms and Bill was made 
redundant and retrained as a lift engineer.

In 1979 Bill met Lyn who also had two children 
and they were married in 1986 and  moved to St. 
Leonard’s on Sea in 1996. Bill always maintained 
his interest in the Queen’s Own and was a regular 
attendee, with Lyn, at the Maidstone reunions.

WO1 BRIAN (BEN) LYONS

Ben joined the army just 
after the war and initially 

served with the King’s 
African Rifles and later with 
The Buffs rising to the rank 
of CSM. After service with 
the Buffs and subsequently 
with the Queen’s Own Buffs 
Ben was promoted to RQMS 

and posted to Warminster.

He later served with MI5 for several years before 
retirement.

He was held in very high regard by all who served 
and knew him.

SIDNEY LAMBETH

Sid passed away recently aged 93. He had 
served in 4th Bn. QORWK Regt during the 

war and was a Kohima veteran.
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ANTHONY “BLUE” SIMMONDS

Cpl Anthony “Blue” Simmonds started his 
service in the Queen’s Own Buffs. Blue served 

with 2nd Battalion the Queen’s Regiment between 
1966-82 serving in Hong Kong, Gibraltar, BAOR, 
N Ireland, Colchester, Bulford, and Cyprus.  Many 
may remember Blue running the Army Water 
Training Corps in Gibraltar from the Regimental 
speed boat!

HARRY SIDNEY KEMP  MBE, sadly passed 
away on 14th September 2012 after a short illness 
at the age of 92. During World War 11 he served 
with the 8th Battalion the Buffs, rising from Private 
to RSM.

HERBERT BOIS

Major Jimmy Reid writes:

Herbert Bois was born in Ceylon on 20th 
September 1937. He went to Prep School in 

Kenya and then on to Radley College, where he 
excelled at games.

In 1956 he joined the Army and after Eaton Hall 
Officer Cadet School joined 1 Buffs in Wuppertal, 
BAOR. In 1957 he, with the Bn, returned to Dover 
Castle where A Coy was reformed with a large 
draft of National Servicemen and he was given 
command of 3 Pl with Sgt Batchelor as his Pl Sgt. 

In January 1958 A Coy were in the Advance Party 
that sailed on the TT Nevasa to Aden to relive 1 
Camerons. After an initial period of acclimatisation 
and local training in Singapore Lines, A Coy 
moved to the frontier with Yemen and manned a 
tented camp at Dahla for 3 months, where Herbert 
was in his element. Whilst there the local Political 
Officer Mr Roy Somerset was taken hostage by 
the rebels and an operation had to be mounted up 
the Jebel Jihaf  to release him.

Soon after returning to Little Aden, Herbert was 
detached from the Bn to reinforce the Trucial 
Oman Scouts for six months. Stories of which he 
dined out on for many years!

He rejoined 1 Buffs on their posting to Dortmund, 
BAOR where he became the Subalterns friend 
by being constantly in trouble and in front of the 
Adjutant, Cecil West. Peacetime soldering was 
not for him. He left the Army on the Bn’s return 

to Shorncliffe for amalgamation with 1 RWK. 
Luckily he had met and soon married Helvig from 
Eskilstuna in Sweden. 

On leaving the Army he went to work for the 
brewers Watney Mann and was soon put in charge 
of looking after their London Night Clubs. The long 
and late hours were not good for his health or 
marriage so they moved back to Eskilstuna where 
they lived for many years and had two daughters 
Catherine and Camilla. As both daughters married 
and lived in England, Herbert and Helvig decided 
to return to England in early 1990 settling in 
Swefling, Suffolk so as to see more of their eight 
grand children.

Herbert was very proud of having served in the 
Regiment of his great grand father General 
Groves-Raines and his uncle Colonel Richard 
Dendy. He made a big effort to keep in touch 
with many of his old Regimental friends and even 
though riddled with cancer (and in a wheel chair 
in later years) insisted on attending the annual 
Dragon Club lunches. He also kept in contact with 
a number of his old soldiers from 3 Pl A Coy.

Herbert died on 11th February 2013 aged 75. A 
number of his old Regimental friends attended his 
funeral including Hugh & Pat Tennant, Richard 
Lea, Tom & Sarah Williams, Robin Berkley and 
myself.

We will all remember Herbert as a man with strong 
opinions, which he was not afraid to air often with 
dramatic effect!

DRUM MAJOR REGINALD (REG)  
PATTENDEN

Reg passed away on Friday 8th March 2013. He 
was in a nursing home in Herne Bay.

Reg was a C/Sgt in the Corps of Drums 1st Bn 
the Buffs. cir 1940s.  He was then the Drum 

Major. 4th Bn the Buffs TA 1959-1966..

CAPTAIN DAVID LLOYD JONES who served 
with The Buffs during the Second World War, 
until 1947, passed away in Hereford Hospital 
on Saturday 30th March 2013, age 90 years 10 
months.



54 55

Brian (Tubs) Mitchison, Tubs Mitchison, a 
long standing and very popular member of the 
Colchester Branch and the Association, has 
passed away.

ARTHUR HOPKINS, Arthur one of the last 
surviving members of 5th Bn The Buffs who fought 
at Doullens passed away on Monday 15th April. 
His funeral was be held at Newington Church, 
Newington Nr. Hythe on April 26th.

MIKE BOLTON, BUFFS, 1951-1953, passed 
away on 14th April 2013.

RICHARD (DICK) HICKMOTT

Dick, who served for over 27 years with the 
Colours, passed away on Saturday 4th May 

2013. Dick was a truly remarkable supporter of the 
Regimental Association and he worked tirelessly, 
never refusing a request for help. He had been 
ill for some time and his presence at Canterbury 
Branch meetings was very much missed. He has 
left a gap in the life of our Association which will be 
impossible to fill. It was a privilege to have known 
him.

MRS. PEGGY COOK 

Peggy, widow of Horace long time Chairman 
and member of Ramsgate Branch, has 

passed away.

Peggy was a tireless supporter of Ramsgate 
Branch and was Chairperson of Ramsgate Ladies 
Guild for many years.

CAPTAIN DAVID LLOYD JONES, who served 
with The Buffs during the Second World War, 
until 1947, passed away in Hereford Hospital 
on Saturday 30th March 2013, age 90 years 10 
months.

DR.  J. B. BRACEWELL-MILNE

Barry was an unforgettable and charming 
character with a distinctive manner of speech 

notable for its clarity and precision.

As a newly commissioned National Service 
officer, Barry joined the 1st Bn in time to embark 
on the Devonshire bound for Malaya. On arrival in 
Malaya, he proved to be a very conscientious and 
highly competent platoon commander, spending 
most of his time leading patrols in the jungle 
where he won the respect and affection of all who 
served with him. He may best be remembered 
for the time when he rose to the challenge of a 
visiting Brigadier, who after a spirited Guest Night 
doubted if anyone could climb over the building. 
The flimsy attap structure of the building was not 
built for scaling, but Barry nimbly leapt up and 
promptly scrambled over it.

Barry was released from National Service in time 
to start his first degree course at New College 
Oxford in 1951. After graduating from there he 
went on to Kings College Cambridge where he 
gained a PhD followed by a distinguished career 
as an economist, among the many prestigious 
posts was that of Economic Director of the CBI.

He remained loyal to the regiment throughout 
his life. He and his wife, Ann, whom he married 
in 1977, regularly attended the Annual Luncheon 
of the Queen’s Own Officers’ Club as long as his 
health allowed even when painfully disabled.

MRS. PATRICIA ROSE LEMAR

Pat, widow of the late Tony Lemar, passed away 
on 9th May 2012.  Both Pat and Tony were staunch 
members of the Bromley Branch and she was as 
proud of her association with the regiment as Tony 
was to have served. To quote Pat. “I am a fair Maid 
of Kent married to a soldier of the Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment.”

VICTOR WEBSTER, ex 1st Bn The Queen’s 
Own, died on 21 July 12.

Victor was born in London, the youngest of four 
children and he grew up in Chelsfield Village, 

Kent from a few months old. He was a choir boy 
and also a keen bell ringer.

After National Service Victor joined the M.O.D. 
as a fireman ending up as an explosive expert a 
skill that was called upon during the London pub 
bombings of the 1970’s.

He married Margaret in 1977 and they were 
blessed with two girls, Sharon and Jane. Following 
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a heart attached in 1989 Victor retired and in 2002 
they moved to Cornwall.

Mrs. BETTY PINDER

Betty, wife of Bill Pinder a past Chairman of 
London Buffs has passed away.

WO11 ‘NODDY’ RIGGLESTONE-HOLMES

Mrs. ANNE WOOLDRIDGE

Anne, wife of Stan Wooldridge, has passed away. 
Anne had been in ill health for several years but 
despite this courageously supported Canterbury 
Branch and Stan, in his role as Branch welfare 
officer.

MRS JOAN SCULL, widow of Major Derek Scull.

MRS. DOROTHY NICHOLLS, widow of the 
late Sgt. R. Nicholls MM.

A S HICKS, who served in the QORWK Regt 
from 1945-49

PETER SPICE, Ex Buffs,QORWK and Queen’s.

HARRY PEARCE, Ex 4th Bn The Buffs who was 
captured at Leros.

TONY BAKER, MBE, Ex Queen’s Own Buffs.

ALFRED (ALF) CADDY, passed away in April 
2012.

GEORGE HENRY VINES, passed away on 
16th March 2012.

JOHN JANES, A member of Ramsgate Branch 
who served in The Queen’s Own Buffs during 
which time he was driver to Lt. Col. ‘Blick’ Waring.

RONALD (RON) LEGAS, A member of 
Ramsgate Branch

BRIAN (TUBS) MITCHISON

Tubs passed away on Friday 5th April in 
Springfield Rest Home, Westgate. A long 

standing and very popular member of Colchester 
Branch-he will be sorely missed by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.

SID PEPPER

Sid, a long standing member of Sittingbourne 
Branch, passed away on 12th May 2013.

DONALD HUNT

Don passed away in Hospital in Oxford aged 90 
on Wednesday 15th May 2013.

HENRY PARKER

Henry, one of the few surviving war-time Buffs 
passed away at home on Sunday 12th May 2013 
aged 86.

Henry signed up aged 18 in 1944, and served with 
2nd Battalion The Buffs in Burma and Java.

MRS VIOLET ELIZABETH WATSON

Violet Watson (nee Kill) died peacefully on 8th 
May 2013 in her 101st year. This gallant old lady 
was the last living RWK connection with the 
Sudan and the Punjab Frontier. Her grandfather 
served in the regiment in both theatres, and she 
attended Maidstone Reunions over the last few 
years proudly wearing her grandfather’s medals
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PHOTO GALLERY

Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL., President of 
Sittingbourne Branch, with Branch member Les 
Stelfox who celebrated his 100th birthday on May 
9th. Les, served in the Cheshires during the last war 
and has been a member of Sittingbourne Branch for 
many years.
Les on behalf of all members of our Regimental 
Association - Happy Birthday.

Ramsgate Darts team leaving Sittingbourne 
after last year’s competition. The fact that the 
‘vehicle’ was parked next to the skip was, I am 

assured,  purely coincidental.

Surprisingly all returned home safely!

Above: Neil Carey and Joe correa, 
carrying the standards of 141 Regt 

RAC (The Buffs) and London Branch 
respectively with the RBL Standard 

bearer at Geoff Kirk’s funeral.
Below: 141’s standard dipped in salute 

as Geoff was laid to rest, a fitting 
farewell to a brave man.

Recce Pln, 7 Queen’s, led by Sgt Milham  
in the Landrover trailer assault course 
competition, Dibbgate 1967, under the 

watchful  DS eye of the late Sgt. Horace Cook.

Members of 6th Battalion QORWK Regiment at 
their final reunion in October 2012.
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Left: The happy runners up, Ramsgate 
Branch, pictured with a rather smug 
President of Sittingbourne Branch

Look to your laurels guys, next year the 
Committee of Management intend to field a 

team.

Below: The late Drum Major Reg Pattenden 
with the Band and Corps of Drums of 1st Bn 

The Buffs in Copenhagen 1946

Above left: Sittingbourne Branch Darts Team, winners yet again. Right: Weald Branch sadly came 
third despite the unerring accuracy of their Branch Chairman, Captain Hamlyn Whitty, who won 

the trophy for the highest individual score.
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Above: Members of 8 Pln  ‘C’ Company 1 Queen’s Own Buffs, at their reunion  in  2012 organised 
by Major Mike Stanley, pictured centre back.

On the recommendation of the Canadian 
Chief of the Defence Staff, Lt. Colonel R 
D B Talbot, CD, CPM, CMR (Retd) was 
appointed Honorary Colonel of The 
Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess 
Mary’s) on 29th August 2012.

Many congratulations Richard from 
all  members of the Regimental 

Association.

Above: Alf Baker, Canterbury Branch member, who 
served in the Royal Navy during World War 2, during 
which time he took part in several Atlantic and 
Arctic Convoys to Russia.  Alf is seen here proudly 
holding The Arctic Star which has just been issued 
to add to The Atlantic Star,  1939-1945 Medal, France 
& Germany Medal, Victory Medal and 3 Russian 
commemorative medals. 

Well Done Alf we are all proud of you.
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On 1st May, members of London Buffs,  travelled 
to Canterbury for their annual Turning of the Page 
ceremony.

Charlie Apps Turned the Page and John Hopkins 
laid a wreath in memory of Private Keith Marsh 
and L/Cpl Vince Thompson who were both killed 
in Aden in 1958.

London Branch were supported by members from 
Canterbury, Sandwich and Ramsgate Branches

Jonathan enlisted in the Army in 2001 and 
following basic training joined The Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment.

The ceremony was conducted by the Chaplain 
to 2nd Bn PWRR and the family were supported 
by members of Canterbury, Ramsgate, Sandwich 
and Weald  Branches with the Branch standards 
of Canterbury, Denmark, Ramsgate and Sandwich 
on parade.

TURNING THE PAGE

Private Jonathan Monk 2nd Bn PWRR

A special Turning of the Page ceremony was held 
on Thursday 15th March 2012. At 11 o’clock the 
bell of HMS Canterbury was rung and Mrs Monk, 
supported by her husband, stepped forward to 
Turn the Page on which the name of their son, 
Jonathan, was inscribed.

Jonathan was killed in an explosion in Afghanistan 
on 9th June 2010 whilst attached to 1st Bn. The 
Mercian Regiment. 

At the time Lt. Col. James Carr-Smith, a 
spokesman for Task Force Helman, said 

“He was involved in an operation that was seeking 
to improve freedom of movement for ordinary 
Afghans. He will be sorely missed by us all but his 
courage in the face of danger will not be forgotten.

Mr & Mrs Monk by the ‘Book of Life’ with the 
page showing on which their son Jonathan’s 

name is inscribed.

London Buffs 
1st May 2013

Above: Charlie Apps, Frankie Hills (Branch 
Chairman), Duty Chaplain and John Hopkins.
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On 27th February, 
Major Jimmy Reid, who 
commanded 2 Platoon , 
‘A’ Company, 1 Buffs 
in Aden in 1958 and 
later commanded ‘B’ 
Company 1 Queen’s 
Own Buffs in Borneo, 
Turned the Page.

Major Reid had travelled 
from Exeter for the 
ceremony and was 
supported by members 

of Canterbury and Ramsgate Branch several of whom had served with him,.as well as many who had 
served with Major Reid.

Traditionally, Canterbury Branch hold a special Remembrance Day Turning of the Page and wreath laying 
ceremony on the Saturday before Remembrance Sunday.

This year the Page was Turned by Bob Gawler, President of Canterbury Branch, and the short service was 
conducted by Revd. Keith Fazzani Chaplain to the Branch.

Colonel P Bishop OBE DL, representing the Association President, laid the wreath on behalf of the 
Association, other wreath layers were, Major A. Marchant, Charlie Hewitt, Maurice Sampson, Andy Stuart, 
Stan Wooldridge and the Editor.  The Bell of HMS 
Canterbury was rung by Alf Baker

Saturday November 10th

Revd. Keith Fazzini with the Branch 
President, Mr. Bob Gawler

Above left: The Wreath Layers. Right: Alfie 
Baker, veteran of the Artic Convoys preparing 

the ring 6 Bells.

27th February 2013
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TERTRE MEMORIAL
by

Peter Zieminski
There is currently no single memorial anywhere 
on the Western Front that commemorates The 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. It is 
the vision of the Chairman of The Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment Living History Group, 
Mr Nigel Bristow, to erect a memorial to the 
Regiment in 2013 in good time for the Centenary 
Commemorations of the beginning of the Great 
War in 2014.

The most appropriate location for such a memorial 
is at the village of Tertre in Belgium which was 
the scene of the Regiment’s first engagement with 
the enemy shortly after 8.20am on Sunday 23rd 
August 1914. 

In January 2011 the Group approached Cllr Hotson, 
the then Mayor of Maidstone, who expressed his 
support for the plan together with the current Mayor 
of Maidstone Cllr Rodd Nelson-Gracie. Members 
of the Group have met with the Mayor of Tertre (M. 
Daniel Olivier) who is very keen to progress this. 
The Mayor of Tertre spoke about the possibility of 
‘twinning’ between Maidstone and Tertre as part 
of this project and his office and he has secured 
the necessary planning consents for the erection 
of the Memorial.

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of Dignity 
UK Limited (a leading Funeral Service provider) 
all the necessary funding to build and erect 
the memorial has been secured through their 
sponsorship of the Memorial and the Regimental 

Association has very kindly sponsored the lion’s 
share of funding for a Memorial Bench to be sited 
next to the Memorial.

The Memorial will be an obelisk made from 
reclaimed Kentish Rag Stone set on two plinths. 
There will be two grey slate plaques mounted on it. 
The front plaque will bear the following inscription

The rear plaque will have an engraving of the map 
drawn by Captain George Lister of the 1st Battalion 
The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment on 
the 23rd August 1914 together with his account of 
the initial action, which reads: -

“ I arrived at the bridge with “A” Company at about 
7.50 a.m. The only information I received of the 
enemy was that a few Uhlans (Cavalry) had been 
seen the previous day north of the canal. The 
Divisional Mounted Troops arrived about 8.15 
a.m. and we at once crossed the canal. Shortly 

Proposed site of the Memorial at the junction 
of the Rue Defuisseaux and Rue des 

Herbieres
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afterwards there were a few shots fired at us 
from a north-easterly direction. I saw the enemy’s 
infantry emerging from Tertre in large numbers. I 
counted on the east side of the road some 400-
500 men. Fire was at once opened upon them 
and it could be seen that the enemy was suffering 
considerable loss. After a short time he returned 
the fire heavily. Since the action I have ascertained 
that in my immediate front the Germans had three 
Battalions of the Brandenburg Grenadiers, one 
Battery of Artillery and one Machine Gun Company. 
The Officers, N.C.O.’s and men of the Company 
behaved well under difficult circumstances.”

The Memorial will stand at just over 2 metres 
tall – a template has been made to illustrate its 
dimensions:

Work is currently underway to erect the Memorial 
by the end of June 2013 for a local community 
dedication on the 23rd August 2013 followed by a 
European dedication on the 23rd August 2014 as 
part of the Great War Centenary Commemorations. 

It is hoped that there will be appropriate 
representation at this dedication from the 
United Kingdom at both events together with 
representatives from the Queen’s own Buffs 
Regimental Association, the Princess of Wales 
Royal Regiment, the Royal British Legion, The 
Mayors or Maidstone and Tertre, Community 
representatives of Maidstone and Tertre and The 

Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment Living 
History Group.

The Battle at Tertre

The brunt of the fast approaching Battle of Mons 
would fall on Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien and the 2nd 
Army Corps and include the 5th Division of which 
the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
formed an integral part. The two Army Corps of 
the British Army were brought up to prolong to the 
left the line of French resistance to the German 
advance on Paris. The French however had fallen 
back so the First Corps was posted along the 
Beaumont-Mons Road while the Second lined the 
canal between Mons and Conde. The canal was 
to be held only to gain time, the real stand being 
planned to be made on the line in the rear.

The first clash between British and German arms 
was an assault on the weak part of the canal, the 
loop, held by the 3rd Division. The attack soon 
spread to the straight part of the canal held by 
the 5th Division, of which the Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment was the right battalion in the 
line – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle remarked “The day 
began by some losses to the West Kent Regiment, 
who were probably, apart from cavalry patrols, the 
first troops to suffer in the Great War.”

A Company under Captain Lister assembled to 
cross the canal at St Ghislain at just after 8.00 
a.m. of the 23rd August crossing to support 
reconnoitring cavalry and cyclists. Unbeknownst 
to Capt Lister an entire German battalion of 3,000 
Brandenburg Grenadiers, one battery of Artillery 
and one machine-gun company were about 
to engage with his company of 250 men. The 
odds of Agincourt once more, ten to one! Upon 
reaching the crossroads where Captain Lister 
had been ordered to deploy his Company he did 
so by making use of the limited available cover - 
some men began making loop holes in the few 
buildings and walls that where, and still are, at the 
crossroads! Others from No 4 Platoon under Lt 
Anderson made use of the shallow banks of the 
dyke in front of them, the field of fire for each of 
the platoons was between 250 and 450 yards, it 
must be stated the line of retreat to the canal was 
a difficult one with numerous dykes and barbed 
wire as much of which Captain Lister ordered cut 
as possible.

Sketch Map of the area drawn by 
Captain George Lister
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The German Artillery and machine-gun company 
then came to bear on the 1st Battalion positions. 
As the Germans came on these positions accurate 
rifle fire was poured into them at causing great 
loss to the enemy. The 1st Battalion is reported 
to have suffered around 100 causalities in this its 
first action of the Great War , albeit only 18 from 
the record can be found to have lost their lives that 
day the remainder, not least Captain Lister, after 
being shot, were taken prisoner. 

The German losses were much greater with only 
one company commander left alive - it is worth 
noting part of the German account of the battle by 
Captain Walter Bloem – “The Battalion is a mere 
wreck – my proud, beautiful Battalion, shot down, 
smashed up a handful only left; heavy defeat, why 
not admit it? Our first battle is a heavy, unheard of 
heavy defeat and against the English, the English 
we laughed at!” 

The poor man’s despair might have been even 
more overwhelming has he known that the ‘enemy 
– strength unknown’ that knocked out 3,000 
Brandenburg Grenadiers was one company of the 

1st Battalion, The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment.

Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien had never intended to 
hold the line of the canal for long and he decided 
to withdraw to the more defensible position to the 
south during the night. Throughout the hours of 
daylight on the 23rd August the Germans had 
been crossing the road bridge next to the St. 
Ghislain Railway bridge to the east. The order 
to retire on Wasmes reached the Battalion at 
about 7.00p.m. The withdrawal was not an easy 
operation because the Germans were close in 
front, and many ruined buildings had to be passed 
in the dark before the bridges were reached. 
The operation throughout was quite successfully 
accomplished, the companies withdrawing 
section after section, until only a few men were 
left in position. The Germans made only two half-
hearted attacks during this time, but were easily 
beaten off. This action coupled with that which 
took place at Wasmes, sufficiently held up the 
German advance. At 3.20a.m. on the 25th August 
the retreat was resumed.

PRIVATE. GEORGE HAMMOND
 1st Battalion QORWK Regiment
awarded the ‘Schindler’ medal 

George Hammond has now posthumously been 
awarded The Righteous Among Nations award 
(The Schindler Medal)  for risking his life, along 
with 9 other POW’s, in hiding a 17-year-old Jewish 
girl, Sara Rigler, in a cupboard and in so doing 
saved the young girl’s life whilst working in Gross 
Golmkau as a prisoner of war. 

Sara’s family had been murdered but she survived 
after George and his colleagues hid her in their 
barn for three weeks, clothing and feeding her. His 
camp mate Willy Fisher wrote in his diary how the 
10 English men found the emaciated girl, writing: 
“I got my forefinger and thumb round the upper 
part of her arm easily.” They smuggled her into the 
barn under the noses of the German guards and 
hid the girl in a hayloft-the temperature outside 
was 10ºC.

Despite her terrible state, Sara managed to tell 
them her name, age and that she was registered 

as prisoner No. 58,384 at Stutthof concentration 
camp in Poland.

They gave her  food and found her a pair of shoes 
and a sweater to put over her ripped dress.

The biggest danger was that a farmer might clear 
the hay while they were out working during the day 
as they had no choice but to leave her.

Early one morning, three weeks after finding Sara, 
they were ordered off to join the march westwards 
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away from the advancing Russians and never had 
time to warn her.

Yet she eventually made her way to a gathering 
point for Jewish refugees in Bialystock, Poland, 
and eventually emigrated to America in 1948, 
thanks to an arranged - and brief - marriage.

Born in 1919, George Hammond joined the 
First Battalion of the Royal West Kent’s and 
was captured by the Germans at Oudenarde in 
Belgium in 1940, during the withdrawal to Dunkirk.

As a POW., he was eventually taken to Poland 
and put to work on a farm. 

Earlier this year at the Houses of Parliament, 
George’s nephew, Chris Hammond, collected the 
award for his uncle’s humanity shown in the face 
of danger.

In 2010, George Hammond and his nine POW 
comrades were awarded the Righteous Among 
the Nations award and  Honoured by Yad Vashem 
medal, shortly after Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
visited Auschwitz.

Yet none of the medals had been presented until 
Chris collected his uncle’s from Eric Pickles MP at 
Westminster Hall in February.

George Hammond died seven years before the 
medal was awarded in 2010, but it has finally been 
collected by his relatives.

One of George’s colleagues was another Kent 
soldier, Roger Letchford, who is known to have 
lived in Dartford.

The Righteous Among the Nations award is an 
additional stipulation in the law requiring Yad 

Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ 
Remembrance Authority, to honour “the Righteous 
Among the Nations who risked their lives to save 
Jews.”

Perhaps the most famous recipient of the 
Righteous Among the Nations title is Oskar 
Schindler, whose experiences were brought to 
the screen in Steven Spielberg’s Oscar-winning 
masterpiece Schindler’s List. 

Schindler a German businessman and a Nazi 
himself turned against his compatriots and risked 
his life to save over 1,200 Jews. A feat that was 
seen as unparalleled in its daring and execution.

Chris Hammond is searching for the families of his 
uncle’s friends who helped save Sara, so they can 
also be given their medals.

The 59-year-old of Herne Bay, Kent, said: “It would 
be nice to draw a matter to a close by finding the 
other nine.

Chris said: “George was affected by what he saw 
out there. It upset him all his life and he could 
never talk about it but I think he would have been 
very pleased with the medal and that things had 
been recognised.”

Sara completed college, remarried in 1952, and 
went on to have a nursing career in New York.

She never lost contact with her saviours and 
planted a tree with them during a get-together in 
Israel in 1989.

Chris said: “That one incident took over her life. 
You have got to bear in mind she lost her family 
and there is always that feeling of ‘why did I survive 
and they didn’t?’

Nearly 70 years on Sara Rigler is still alive, living 
in a retirement home in the USA, and owes her life 
to the men who kept her hidden.

After the war George worked for a seating 
manufacturer until he retired in 1984 and was a 
special policeman, reaching the rank of inspector. 

He lived with lifelong partner Rene Harpin in 
Sheerness, Kent, where he died in 2003.

Chris Hammond receiving the medal from 
Mr. Eric Pickles MP.
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THE SOBRAON COLOURS
AND OTHER MEMORIALS

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

THE SOBRAON COLOURS

The two tattered Colours hanging in the North 
aisle each side of  the 31st (Huntingdonshire) 
Regiment’s First Sikh War (1845-1846) memorial  
were carried at the four major battles of  the Sutlej 
campaign, including Sobraon where defeat of 
20,000 Sikhs on 10 February 1846 ended the war.

The initial British assault on the Sikh position was 
repulsed with many casualties and both officers 
carrying these Colours killed.  Defeat seemed 
inevitable but Sergeant Bernard McCabe seized 
the Regimental Colour (on the East side in the 
Cathedral) and dashed forward with it under heavy 

fire to the highest point of the Sikh entrenchment. 
This put new life into the 31st and other regiments* 
which then took their objectives in desperate 
hand-to-hand fighting.

The anniversary of this battle is still celebrated as 
a great regimental occasion by today’s Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment into which the 31st (later 
linked to East Surrey) was amalgamated, together 
with several other famous old regiments, such as 
The Buffs and the Royal West Kents.

On ‘Sobraon Day’, the present Regimental Colour, 
normally always carried by a young Subaltern 
officer and kept in the Officers’ Mess, is handed by 
the Commanding Officer to a selected Sergeant 
who, preceded by the corps of drums, troops it 
through the ranks of the battalion to the Sergeants’ 
Mess where it remains until midnight.

Also, every new officer, on first dining, is invited 
to ‘Take Salt with the Regiment’ from a salt cellar 
containing a fragment of the Colour carried by 
Sergeant McCabe, to remind him of Sobraon and 
his responsibilities.

50TH  (QUEEN’S OWN) MEMORIAL 
IN THE NORTH AISLE OF CANTERBURY 

CATHEDRAL

The 50th (Queen’s Own) – from 1872 titled the 
Royal West Kent Regiment - also fought at this 
battle and emerged commanded by a Subaltern, 
having lost nearly half their strength.  Their 
memorial, of a recumbent female, representing 
peace or fame, is also in the North aisle.   

                                                                                                                                        JJW. 03.08
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FROM THE REGIMENTAL WEB SITE
www.thequeensownbuffs.com

From: Becky Garrett

Email:  Beckygarrett@me.com

Subject: George Bennett

I am trying to find out information about my Great 
Grandfather George Bennett, I believe he was a 

Lance Corporal in The Buffs. He died on 20th May 
1940 and was laid to rest in Esquelmes, Belgium. 
I am trying to find out how he died, and any other 
information you may have. His daughter, Joan is 
my Grandma, and I would like to know as much as 
I can about him.

Reply From Mick Mills:

Becky

On the 20th May 1940 the 2nd Battalion of The 
Buffs were defending their position on the western 
side of the river Escaut (also known as the Scheldt) 
near Petegem which is just south of Oudenaarde. 
The Germans attempted to cross the river that 
night. The Battalion had to cope with artillery fire 
and the attention of the Luftwaffe as they repulsed 
the attack. They suffered 40 casualties. If you 
email me at eastkent@live.co.uk I will send you 
some scans from the Regimental History. It won’t 
mention your Great Grandad but will help you 
understand what happened.

From: Dave Jordan

Email: davejordan3@me.com

Subject: William (Bill) Holloway

I am asking for any information on my late uncle 
Bill, 6296317 William Henry Holloway who 

served with The Buffs and was a Japanese POW 
at the end of WW2.

I am shortly due to travel to Thailand for a 3 month 
visit and would hope to visit Kanchanburi (?) and 
other sites associated with the regiment if I can 
obtain relevant information before my departure 
on 10th Sept.

From: David Ralfe

Email: davrjacr@yahoo.ca

Subject: The Ralfe’s

I wonder if anybody has any information about 
my grandfather or father who both served in 

the Buffs. My grandfather 6288319 John William 
Ralfe (Bill) captured in 1940 and remained a POW 
till the end of the war. My father 22221848 Robert 
Ralfe served in Kenya Suez and Korea.

From: Cyril Langdon

Email: cyril.langdon@gmail.com

Subject: Ernest George Langdon

I am in the process of gathering information about 
my father’s army years.

I know he enlisted in the Buffs in 1910 and served 
with them in the Machine Gun section throughout 
the 14/18 war. I know nothing of where he was 
during those years or  any engagements he would 
have been engaged in. He died in June 1968.

Reply from Mick Mills:

Cyril

Ernest joined The Buffs in February 1910. The 
Regimental Journal of December 1912 noted that 
he was a Private in E Company of the 1st Battalion 
and that he was on a course on regimental 
transport duties with the Army Service Corps in 
Dublin. He went overseas with the 1st Battalion as 
a Lance Corporal on 7/9/1914. At some stage he 
transferred to the 16th Company of The Machine 
Gun Corps (MGC). It is likely that he took part in 
the actions on the Marne in September 1914 and 
Radighem in October 1914 which was part of the 
1st Battle of Ypres. However, because we don’t 
know the date of his transfer or any injuries he 
may have suffered, we can’t detail the rest of his 
service with The Buffs.

The 16th Company of the MGC were in the 6th 
Division, the same as the 1st Buffs. It may be that 
he was in the Battalion Machine Gun Section and 
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then the 16th Brigade Machine Gun Company 
before being transferred to the MGC on its 
formation. An interesting article on the history of 
the MGC can be found on this web page http://
www.1914-1918.net/mgc.htm

From: Bob Startup

Email: bob.startup@fsmail.net

Subject: EDWARD GEORGE STARTUP

My father, Edward George Startup, was in 
The Buffs during World War two, but would 

never tell me anything about his war time exploits. 
Unfortunately my father has been deceased now 
for a few years and I want to understand what he 
and the regiment went through during this war. I 
would be grateful if anyone can enlighten me.

Reply from Mick Mills

Bob

The Buffs had several battalions fighting in various 
theatres of war so we need to know which one 
your father served with before we can give you an 
idea of where he fought.

Assuming you don’t know which battalion/s he 
served with, a good starting point would be to get 
his service record. The MOD still hold these and 
as a next of kin you can apply for a copy from: -

Army Personnel Centre,
Historical Disclosures,
Mail Point 555,
Kentigern House,
65 Brown Street,

Glasgow G2 8EX

You may save some time by visiting their website

http://www.veterans-uk.info/service_records/
army.html and downloading the required form. 
Once you know the battalion/s he served with and 
the dates, contact us again and we will be able to 
help further.

From: Nicola Bennett

Email; jnjebennett@btinternet.com

Albert Fredrick Johncock

I am hoping that you can help me in my research 
into my Grandfathers history as my son is doing 

a school project where he has to research into his 
family’s history particularly anyone serving in the 
war. My Grandfather, Albert Fredrick Johncock, 
served in The Buffs during the second world war. 
I remember him telling me that he was first posted 
out in Africa aged 19, I think he also went to Malta 
and Italy before finally fighting at Monte Casino. 
He might have been to other places but I don’t 
know. I would appreciate any information or details 
that you could pass onto me, did he get awarded 
any medals etc etc. I will be extremely grateful for 
any details you can give to me. 

From: Andrew Barker

Email: andrew.a.b.barker@btinternet.com

Subject:  Jack Price

My Grandfather was John Price, known to one 
and all as Jack Price. He was in the Royal 

West Kent Regiment in the 30’s. I know that he 
signed up in Chatham High Street and very 
quickly was posted out to India. I have sporting 
trophies he won in football and athletics but he 
was also a regimental boxer I have a lovely squad 
photograph on my wall.

I understand that he spent some (all?) of his time 
in the Regiment as a Regimental Policeman. He 
came out of the Army on his return to England 
when he married my Grandmother Frances 
‘Queenie’ Price but beyond this I know nothing 
else about his time in service. I would be grateful 
if there is anyone who could help to increase my 
knowledge about his time in the Regiment or direct 
me to another site. Thank you for taking the time 
to read this request,

Reply from Jonathan Saunders:

Hi Andrew – There won’t be much military 
information on Jack Price in the public domain as 
his enlistment was after 1929 and this information 
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has not been released by the M.O.D. He obviously 
served with the 1st Bn, as they served a tour of 18 
years in India from October 1919 until December 
1937. I assume your grandfather either served 
5 or 7 years with the Colours and the balance 
to 12 years with the Reserve, or purchased his 
discharge upon return to the U.K., probably in 
early 1938. If with the Reserve, he would have 
been mobilised in August/September 1939 (and 
was most likely in France in May 1940), if he had 
purchased his discharge he was liable for call-up 
in the general mix.

If you have his death certificate and nominal 
permission of N.O.K., you can obtain a summary 
of his Army career from the M.O.D. Its a bit hit and 
miss as to what will be included, but my experience 
is the M.O.D. normally provide information in 
summary form as opposed to copies of actual 
service papers. The M.O.D. charge £30 for this 
service.

Try: http://www.veterans-uk.info/service_records/
service_records.html

Good luck!

From: Graham Andrews

Email: nipper260968@yahoo.co.uk

Major Albert William Andrews MBE DCM

Please could anyone help me? My Great Uncle 
was L/7051 Major Albert William Andrews 

MBE DCM. Does anyone please have a copy of 
his army records and also a copy of his obituary 
that was in a magazine called The Dragon in 
1955?

I have done a fair bit of research on him but would 
like to find out more about his life within The Buffs 
and what he achieved in his long service.

Any information will be very gratefully received.

Reply from Peter White

Dear Graham,

A copy of the obituary published in The Dragon in 
1955 is on its way to you.

From: Richard Diedo

Email: rdiedo@yahoo.com

Subject: Cyril E Packham The Buffs 

Trying to find out a little more about my Great 
Grandfather Cyril E Packham born 1898. 

He enlisted 23rd Nov 1914 with the Buffs, and 
remained in the army until 19th Mar 1919. From 
Oct 1917 until being disembodied he served in 
the 57th Battalion Machine Gun Corp. His service 
number as stated on his disembodiment form was 
124132. I’m not sure if this number only relates to 
his time in the MGC. I do understand that the term 
disembodied related to soldiers of the Territorial 
Force.

Cyril was a young lad from a family of farm 
labourers in the small rural town of Tenterden 
Kent, where I still live today. As a fresh faced 16 
year old it seems he was carried away with the 
patriotism of the time and like many other young 
lads he enlisted with his local regiment, the Buffs. 
Sadly his war records are among those destroyed 
by fire in WW2.

I am trying to pin down which Battalion of the Buffs 
he would have served in between joining the army 
in 1914 and being transferred to the MGC in 1917. 
Initial inquiries and research suggest that Cyril 
might have joined the 2/4th or 2/5th Battalions. I’m 
leaning towards the 2/5th being the more likely, as 
the 5th Battalion seems to have been known as 
the Weald of Kent Battalion and ‘Ashford’s Own’. 
Ashford is the nearest town to Tenterden. Can 
anyone confirm which Battalion he did join or is 
likely to have joined?

Also a photo of Cyril in uniform with Buffs cap 
badge clearly visible shows him with a good 
conduct badge and what looks like a signallers 
trade badge on his left sleeve. What did a signaller 
in a first world war infantry unit do?

Regarding Tenterden and the Buffs, does anyone 
have any info on where the nearest recruitment 
point would have been? Was there one in 
Tenterden? Would young men from Tenterden 
most likely have gone to Ashford to sign up? How 
did the Buffs go about appealing for recruits in late 
1914? Did you automatically go into your ‘home’ 
Battalion depending on where you lived?
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From: Susan Featherstone

Email: Susan_F@live.co.uk

Subject: 2nd Battalion Palestine War 
Memorial

I am a volunteer field–worker for the National 
Inventory of War Memorials. I have been trying 

to update the Kent records. “After the 2nd Battalion 
left Palestine in 1939, an oak lectern was unveiled 
in the chapel at Peninsula Barracks, Haifa, in 
memory of 11 other ranks who had been killed in 
action or had died of disease in Palestine. This 
lectern was brought to England in 1948 and was, 
in 1964, at the Regimental Headquarters of the 
Queen’s Own in Maidstone.”

Please, where is the lectern now?

Reply from  Jonathan Saunders

I’ve spoken to the The Queen’s Own museum in 
Maidstone and it is thought that when the barracks 
were closed the Palestine Memorial may have 
been moved to All Saints in Maidstone, which was 
the Regimental church.

This is more of an educated guess than a 
guarantee!

From: Chris Woodhouse

Email: cardsfarmhouse@btinternet.com

Subject: Pte Albert Smith

I am trying to obtain details about a relative of my 
wife. The only firm information we have is that 

Pte Albert Smith, age 20 was reported missing 
on 12 Apr 1918 and presumed dead on 2 May 
1919. It is believed that he lived in Canterbury and 
joined the Buffs during WW1. Any help would be 
appreciated.

From: Peter Pardey

Email  ppardey@bigpond.net.au

Subject: War diaries RWKR WW1

I am looking for any information on Corporal John 
King G/10028 Queens Own Royal West Kent 

Regiment D Company 11th Battalion, Killed in 
action April 1917 aged 36.

Reply from  Jonathan Saunders

There is not much information available I am 
afraid. John King enlisted in Sept 1915, therefore 
he was a volunteer (pre-conscription). The 11th 
Bn were formed in May 1915 so he was not quite 
an original.  He is shown on “Soldiers Died” as 
born Camberwell, resided Forest Hill and enlisted 
at Lewisham.

As you know he died from wounds 23rd April 1917.

I could find no service record for him but there is an 
excellent 11th Bn history available on the second 
hand market for circa £80-£120. However I would 
expect there will be copies in good reference 
libraries such as Maidstone and Lewisham. 
Certainly part of the 11th Bn War Diary is available 
at The National Archives at Kew.

From: Pauline Bevan

Email: p.bevan812@btinternet.com

Subject: Dodecanese Campaign

I am trying to reach out to as many veterans and 
their families as possible from the 4th Bn The 

Buffs and the 2nd Bn The Queen’s Own Royal 
West Kents who may have fought on Leros.

I am organising a 70th anniversary Remembrance 
Event at the National Memorial Arboretum and 
have a provisional date set for 8 September 2013. 
However, this may be brought forward to mid to 
late June dependent on responses I receive in the 
next few days. I am in contact with other veterans, 
sadly very few as most have now passed on, 
and the Buffs and West Kents in particular are 
regiments I have lost contact with.

My interest? My late father fought with the King’s 
Own and was with the company that was sent to 
Mount Clidi where they came under Buffs orders 
at one stage and later he took his orders from 
the LRDG. It would be lovely to involve as many 
other interested veterans and family members 
as possible. My home address is : 61 Park View 
Drive North, Charvil, Reading, RG10 9QY.
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From:  Steven Treagust

Email: steventreagust@aol.com

Subject: Battle of Leros Gallantry Awards to 
The Buffs

I have been researching WW2 awards of the 
Military Cross but have been unable to trace the 

details for these The Buffs recipients who were 
awarded theirs, I believe, for the roles they played 
during the Battle of Leros.

The officers concerned are:

Second-Lieutenant Adolf Charles Jack VAN 
AMMEL, D.S.O., M.C. (104848) [Bar to his earlier 
MC]

Major (Temporary) Vincent George BOURNE 
(68773)

Major (Temporary) Ewart William TASSELL 
(50378)

Lieutenant Eric John RANSLEY (193677)

and the following officer attached to The Buffs 
from The Royal Welch Fusiliers:

Lieutenant Frederick John BELLE (276421)

Does anyone have any knowledge of or copies of 
the citations for these awards?

Reply From Mick Mills:

Van Ammel (as Major), Bourne, Tassell and Belle 
were at Leros but I haven’t seen reference to any 
citations for them in the Regimental History. Belle 
was wounded. 

Reply from Peter White:

Military Cross:

Lieutenant Eric John Ransley (193677)

The Buffs (Royal East kent Regiment)

Citation:

‘At LEROS on 12th November, 1943, the enemy 
had succeeded in getting ashore at DELLA PALM 
BAY. Lieutenant Ransley was ordered to counter 
attack with a composite platoon only 24 strong. 

His first manoeuvre failed due to the heavy fire 
of the enemy. Despite this, Lieutenant Ransley 
regrouped his platoon and with great initiative 
made a fresh outflanking attack. After 5 hours 
of unceasing effort the enemy were liquidated, 
over 50 being taken prisoner and many being 
left dead on the beaches. The success of this 
counter attack was due to the gallant leadership 
of Lieutenant Ransley who inspired his men with 
his own courage and finally led his small group 
of riflemen in with fixed bayonets against a much 
larger force.’

Eric finished his distinguished military career as a 
Lt. Colonel and was later awarded the MBE.

He passed away on 28th April 2008.

From:  Steven Treagust

Email: steventreagust@aol.com

Subject: Second-Lieutenant John Howard 
GODDARD (138688)

I have been researching WW2 awards of the 
Military Cross but have been unable to trace the 

details for this The Buffs officer:

His award was Gazetted in the London Gazette 
dated 14th February 1946, “In recognition of 
gallant and distinguished services in the field.”

Does anyone have any knowledge of or a copy of 
his citation for this award?

Reply From Mick Mills:

Lieutenant Goddard was awarded the MC for 
distinguishing himself as the commander of C 
Company of the 1st Buffs on 9th December 1941. 
He led an assault on Point 201 near Mgherreb, 10 
miles west of Acroma. They were met by heavy 
machine gun fire which caused a number of 
casualties. After an initial check they pushed on, 
capturing 250 German and Italian prisoners.
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NOTICE BOARD
NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following who have now 
joined the Regimental Association.

Mr. F Haggarty  RE  1978-90
Mr. T H Lockeyear The Buffs 1957-59
Mr. K. Evans  QOB   1963-79
Mr. R F Fletcher The Buffs 1947-49
Mr. M Wells  2 Queen’s  1983-05
Mr. A R Jeffrey  QORWK 1946-48
Mr. F J Delahunt   The Buffs 1938-45
Maj. S J Elliott  QOB/Queen’s 1965-70
Mr. G D Laine  QOB/Queen’s 1962-80
Mr. R Maryan  QORWK 1952-54
Mr. B. Harris  Buffs/QOB 1957-69
Mr. R. Whipp  QOB  1960-63
Mr. D R Mott  RM  1960-69
Mr L Bingham  RASC  1950-52
Mr. N S Wells  The Buffs 1956-58
Mr. J Hobday  RAF  1953-55
Mr. D J Newick The Buffs 1957-59
Mr. C R Young  LHG
Mr. C F Duke  LHG
Mr. P Zieminski LHG

Mr. C R Bingham  LHG

MILITARY MUSIC OF THE HOME 
COUNTIES REGIMENTS

The Regimental Association recently paid for 
the production of a compact disc  by the Band of 
the PWRR which includes forebear regimental 
marches and other popular items, titled Military 
Music Of The Home Counties Regiments .

The CD is now on sale at a price of £10.00 for a 
single copy and £6 for orders of 5 or more.

To purchase please use the enclosed Order Form 
and send to Major Alan Marchant, 9, Payton 
Mews, Canterbury CT11JW. Tel: 01227 458264 or 
email: alan.a.marchant@sky.com.

Cheques should be made out to PWRR 
Benevolent Fund (QOB 1) A/c. 

THE REGIMENTAL CRICKET TENT  
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK 2013

In 2011 The Regimental Cricket Tent combined 
with The Kent and Canterbury Club which for over 
100 years had been the tent to our “right” at St 
Lawrence. For those of you who attended the tent 
in 2011 and 2012 and sampled the outstanding 
food and ambiance many thanks for your support 
and I look forward to welcoming you back in 2013.

For 2013 there is to be a 4 day game from 
Wednesday 21 August through to Saturday 24 
August. It is against Gloucestershire CCC in the 
2nd Division of the LVCC Championship – 11am 
start. There is then a one day CB40 game on 
Monday 26 August against Nottinghamshire.  
Ladies Day is Thursday 22 August; ladies are very 
much encouraged to wear hats.

As a tent member there are 3 options for 2013.

Package 1. Just use the tent to enjoy the cricket 
which as a member is free. This applies to all 5 
days of cricket.

Package  2. Use the tent to enjoy the cricket with 
morning coffee and afternoon tea and scones 
available. This package also includes entry to the 
ground (normally £15 on the day). Total cost £20 
for member and one guest. £25 for any additional 
guests. 

Package 3. As above, but also to include lunch at 
The Kent and Canterbury Club including transport 
to and from the club. £43 for a member and one 
guest, £48 for additional guests.

In all cases if you already have access to the 
ground as a KCCC member the price is reduced 
by £8 per person.

The normal dress code of jacket and tie applies. 
The bar will close at approximately 6.30pm.

A members Booking Form is enclosed.

If you require any further information, please 
contact Colonel (retd) Peter Cook

Chairman The Regimental Cricket Tent

peteranddeirdrecook@hotmail.co.uk

Tel no: 01622 832370 / 07891 220997
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CANTERBURY BRANCH  
ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE

The annual carol concert will be held in the 
Franciscan Study Centre on Sunday 8th December 
at 2 pm. All are welcome.

ALBUHERA NOTELETS
There are Albuhera Notelets still available- order 
form enclosed.

LONDON BUFFS BRANCH

 SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
TOWER OF LONDON

Sunday 1st September 2013
This parade and annual Service of Remembrance, 
organised by the London (Buffs) Branch of the 
Regimental Association will be held on Sunday 
1st  September 2013. The parade will assemble 
at the East Gate of Tower of London at 10.15. 

Should you wish to attend the service then please 
contact the secretary of London Branch, Mrs. 
Betty Correa, 34 Homer Road, Shirley, Croydon, 
Surrey CR0 7SB.  Tel No. 0208 655 3040  
Email jcorrea@talk 21.com 

8 PLATOON ‘C’ COMPANY 
1 QUEEN’S OWN BUFFS

Major Mick Stanley is trying to contact the following 
ex members of the above unit:-

Cpl Alan Freeman, Pte Pete Biggs, Pte John 
Bridger, Pte Brooker, Pte Durrell, Pte Alan Fox, 
Pte Mike Gosling (known as the Rhode Island 
Red), Pte Nick Haslewood, L/Cpl Roberts (Red 
hair), Pte Charlie Scott and Pte Ray Appleby.

Also any relations of Sgt Bert Simmons.

Ther is a reunion being organised by Mick Stanley 
so if you are named above and want to see some 
of your old buddies then please contact Mick for 
the details of the next reunion.

Tel: 020 7727 0453

Email:salandmick@yahoo.co.uk

ASSOCIATION TRIP TO YPRES. 
15th-17th May 2014

There are still tickets available for the above trip. 
There will be two coaches travelling with pick up 
points at: - Tonbridge, Maidstone, Sittingbourne, 
Herne Bay, Margate, Ramsgate, Sturry, Canterbury 
and Dover.

The Committee of Management have agreed 
to subsidise the trip for Association Members 
and  consequently the  cost of the three day two 
night trip will be £120 per person for Association 
Members and their wives, partners or carers and 
£170 per person for Non Association members.

The price includes return coach travel from 
your selected pick up point, Ferry costs, Bed & 
Breakfast Hotel accommodation in Best Western 
Flanders Lodge, Ypres and the services of a tour 
guide.

A full itinerary will be published later and will 
include visits to areas not covered on previous 
trips and of particular interest to both Buffs and 
RWK. On the evening of 16th May the group will 
take part in the Menin Gate ceremony.

If you require any further information please 
contact the Editor on 01843 580914 or by Email: 
qobassociation@gmail.com.

A booking form and Booking conditions are 
included in this issue.

 REGIMENTAL REUNIONS 2013 
CANTERBURY REUNION 

4th August 2013 
& 

MAIDSTONE REUNION 
& QORWK STATUE UNVEILING: 

15th September 2013

A copy of the Administrative Order with timings is 
enclosed along with an application form for Lunch 
Tickets is enclosed.

Please support these two very important 
Association events if you possibly can, we can 
only keep them going, in there current format, if 
sufficient support is forthcoming.



WHAT’S ON
2013-2014

June 2013
1st - Major General’s Review-Horse Guards.
4th/5th - Weald Branch visit to Portsmouth
6th - Founders Day - Royal Hospital.
8th/9th - Sittingbourne Trip to Ypres
1st - Major General’s Review Horse Guards
15th - Trooping the Colour - Horse Guards.
22nd - Maidstone Branch Re Launch
25th - London Branch trip to Chartwell.
29th - Armed Forces & Veterans  Day

July 2013
15th - PWRR Freedom of Tunbridge Wells
18th - Colchester Branch BBQ.
17th - Weald Branch visit to Duxford (TBC)
17th-21st - War & Peace Show

August 2013
4th - Association - Canterbury Reunion.
13th - Weald Branch - Kent E Sussex  Railway.
23rd - QORWKLHG - Tertre Memorial unveiling.

 

September 2013
1st - London Branch -Tower of London Parade
15th - Association - Maidstone Reunion.
15th - Association - QORWK Statue unveiling.
21st - Sittingbourne Branch Annual Dinner

 

October 2013
9th - Queen’s Own Buffs Officers’ Lunch UJC
Date TBC - London Buffs trip to BBC studios.

November 2013
10th - Armistice Sunday
10th - Canterbury Branch - Armistice Day lunch.
11th - Armistice Day.
16th - Ramsgate Branch - Annual Dinner.

December 2013

7th - Colchester Branch - Christmas Party.
8th - Canterbury Branch - Carol Concert.
14th - Canterbury Branch - Christmas Social.

 

January 2014
 

February 2014
4th - Sittingbourne Branch AGM
22nd - Regimental Association - AGM.

 

March 2014
 

April 2014
18th - Ramsgate Branch AGM

 

May 2014
15th -17th - Association - Trip to Ypres

 

Any information required please contact the 
relevant organisers as under:

Colchester Branch events:   01206 502621
Canterbury Branch events:  01843 842357
Association events:   01843 580914
Ramsgate Branch events:  01843 867786
Weald Branch events:  01795 421281
Sittingbourne Branch events: 01795 421281
London Buffs events:   01233 613510
QORWKLHG events:   01689 858732

Back cover photo: Canterbury reunion 2012. Photo courtesy Barry Duffield
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